CITY OF HOMER 7 City Attorney
HOMER, ALASKA Personnel

ORDINANCE 95-29(A)

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF HOMER AMENDING CHAPTER 1.80 OF THE CITY
CODE RELATING TO THE PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF
CERTAIN RECORDS.

WHEREAS, court rulings by the Alaska Supreme Court have
clarified that state statutes governing access to government
information apply to city records; and

WHEREAS, public access to government information is one
important method of maintaining citizen control of government;
and

WHEREAS, balance must be struck between the public interest
in disclosure on the one hand and the privacy and reputation
interests of affected individuals, together with the government’s
interest in confidentiality, on the other hand; and

WHEREAS, recent state legislation and court rulings have
given municipalities additional direction in identifying those
records that should be available for public disclosure and those
that should be kept confidential in order to protect an
individual’s right to privacy, or public and private safety, or
for other legitimate purposes.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF HOMER ORDAINS:

Section.l. Homer City Code § 1.80.020 is hereby amended to
read as follows:

Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter:

a.k. "Municipal agency" shall be defined as any department,
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division, board, commission or private contractor of the city
which has custody of public records as defined in thlS chapter.
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decument . (Ord. 78-17 §2, 1978).

Section 2. Homer City Code §1.80.040 is hereby amended to
read as follows:

Becords exempted. The City shall not be required to release

or disclose the following documents or records:

a. Communications of any kind between the municipal
attorney and officers or employees of the City, or any other
individual, firm or corporation containing a legal opinion,
memorandum or other disclosure or information pertaining to any
matter then in litigation or where litigation may be pending.
This exemption does not extend, however, to any documents,
records or other written communication that may have been made
public prior to the commencement of litigation and public records
which must otherwise be disclosed cannot be withheld on the
grounds that they have been submitted to the municipal attorney;
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d. Information such as name, address, etc., that would
identify complainants in actions to enforce any City regulation
or ordinance, except as such disclosure may become necessary to a
fair and just disposition of the enforcement proceeding; .

e, Records held by the City concerning any customer using
municipal services, release of which would be unwarranted
invasion of privacy;

E. Engineering or other technical specifications or data
which might provide a competitive advantage to any person, firm
or corporation engaged or potentially to be engaged in municipal
business;

g. Information obtained by and in the custody of insurarnce
carriers insuring the municipality and their attorneys and agents
regarding possible and pending clalms against the municipality;

(Ord. 78-17 84, 1978)

Section 3. A new section 1.80.055 of the Homer City Code is
hereby created to read as follows:
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proceedings, involving the city or any municipal agency, except
that with respect to a person involved in litigation, the records
sought shall be disclosed in accordance with applicable court
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Section 4. This ordinance is of a permanent‘and general
character and shall be included in the City Code.

ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOMER, ALASKA,

this /87 day of  Mnerrdiev , 1995.

...... . CITY OF HOMER

Ry ¥. GREGOTRE/ MAYOR

MARY/L. CALHOUN, CITY CLERK

ATTEST:

aves:
NOES: O
ABSENT: ©
ABSTAIN: O

First Reading: s2/1»/4§
Public Hearing: ,z/1¥/4
Second Reading: ,z/iyﬁi
Effective Date:/ZJ)q/€§/

Reviewed and approved as to form and content:

Patti J. Whalin, City Manager Gordon J. Tans, City Attorney
Date: Date:
Fiscal Note not required.




