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From: Jo Johnson 

Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 8:15 AM 

To: Renee Krause 

Subject: FW: Closing Bishops Beach to Coaling 

 

 

 

 

From: Andrea Miller [mailto:alynnak28@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2015 5:28 PM 
To: Jo Johnson 
Subject: Closing Bishops Beach to Coaling 

 

    My name is Andrea Miller and I'm writing in response to what I heard at the March 2nd 

Commission meeting. In regards to what might be restricted on Bishops Beach, I urge the 

commission to make a proposal to the City Council about restricting access to the east side in 

front of Beluga Slough (section seven) for the summer months only. Like many others, I pick up 

coal from the beach and depend on the heat it provides in the winter months. 

    After a storm, coal is readily available in section seven to those without a large pickup truck. 

Although coal might not be a preference to those with natural gas or for those who might be able 

to afford fuel oil, it is a preference for people like me with limited means. I would hate to further 

my costs by purchasing a wood burning stove and cutting down trees when I can continue taking 

what the sea provides- and might otherwise go to waste.  

    During a "normal" winter, there is not the heavy use of Bishops Beach as in the summer. 

Therefore, I believe the compromise of leaving the beach open to people using vehicles to obtain 

coal from October to March to be reasonable. 

    Thank you for your consideration.   
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From: Jo Johnson 

Sent: Monday, March 16, 2015 4:12 PM 

To: Renee Krause 

Subject: FW: Bishops Beach Ban 

 

 

 

Jo Johnson 

 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Heather [mailto:hmchenry2000@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Monday, March 16, 2015 4:09 PM 

To: Jo Johnson 

Subject: Bishops Beach Ban 

 

Hello. We are year round residents and love to get takeout food from Old Town and drive way down the 

beach for a family picnic. We are mindful of our surroundings and have never had issues with other 

beach enjoyers.  

 

There are only limited parking spaces at the beach entrance and without parking on the beach some 

would be denied beach access. Honest we're not excited about a bigger parking lot - the cost to build it, 

maintain it or even the looks of it. Why are we increasing restrictions when the rules in place are difficult 

enough to enforce?  

 

As a statewide destination we would like Homer to be more welcoming. "NO" signs everywhere just 

don't give off that vibe. Bishops Beach is one of the last free places to explore. Let's not punish the 

thousands who enjoy it responsibly because of a few ornery kids.  

 

Thanks for listening.  

The McHenrys  

 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Mary Lou Kelsey <mlkelsey53@gmail.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 10:18 PM 

To: Renee Krause 

Subject: Beach Policy Review- private beach owner input 

 

City of Homer Park and Recreation Commission, 

Thank you for reviewing the current City of Homer Beach Policy and accepting public input. We 

live on the beach in Area 6- Mariner Park Lagoon (outlet) to Beluga Slough (outlet)- which is a 

very dynamic, tidal beach. There is no longer signage in this area discouraging motor vehicle 

usage and there is daily driving and parking on the storm berms. As a landowner adjacent to the 

Critical Habitat tidal tracts around the Beluga Slough outlet, we would like to preserve the intact 

natural berms and wildlife habitat. We also support continued restriction of removal of 

driftwood to allow the continued building and stabilization of the berms. Another area of 

concern for us is the many unattended campfires left on the beach. It  is scary to see the beach 

grasses and dry trees blowing near an active fire. Please consider requiring fires be completely 

doused before being abandoned. Thanks for considering our input. Good Luck on preserving 

our beautiful  beaches. 

Mary Lou Kelsey mlkelsey53@gmail.com 

William Bell wmbell51@alaska51@gmail.com 

Box 894, Homer, Alaska, 99603  
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