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Public notice is hereby given that the City of Homer will hold a public hearing by the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Commission on Thursday, May 21st at 5:30 p.m. at Homer City Hall, 491 East Pioneer Avenue,
Homer, Alaska on the following matters:

Proposed Changes to the Beach Policy

Anyone wishing to present testimony concerning these matters may do so at the meeting, or by submitting
a written statement to the Homer Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission, 491 East Pioneer Avenue,
Homer, Alaska 99603, by 4:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting.

To comment to the Commission, email rkrause@ci.homer.ak.us or fax 907-235-3143, by 4 pm the day of the
meeting.

Questions? Contact Julie Engebretsen in the Planning Department at 435-3119.

Visit the City Website to see the public hearing proposals,

or on the back of this page

http://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/recreation look for “Beach Policy Review 2015”

Why make changes now?

In the fall of 2014, the Commission began hearing from property owners and residents in Old Town that
there are more problems between vehicles and pedestrians on the beach, and more 'bad behavior.'
(Drinking, drugs, partying on private property, trespass, etc). The Commission began holding meetings to
explore these issues. The Commission has spent the last few months learning about the existing rules and
policies, listening to public comment, and thinking about the future of Homer’s beaches.

What happens next? The Commission will hold a hearing on May 21%. They can either keep working on the

policy, based on public comments, or send their recommendations to the City Council. The Council will
make the final decision on any changes to the existing rules.

See reverse for proposed changes


http://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/recreation

Proposed changes to date: (as of 5/6/15, for public hearing on 5/21)

« Install fire pits at these three locations: Bishop’s Beach Park, City parcel near the end of Main
Street/Ohlson Lane, and at the end of Crittenden, and make trash cans available.

o Hire two seasonal beach patrol employees

o Draftan ordinance to define and ban reckless driving as it would be applied to all of City of Homer
beaches

o Improve signage at Bishop’s Beach.

o Create areas where dogs must be on leashes. See map on website

e Close all beaches to vehicles in summer, and allow winter use along a portion of the western part
of the Spit. (Land owners of beach front property and their guests are exempt). See map on website

e Add Bishop’s Beach and Beluga Slough to the existing Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve
Network. (WHSRN)

Other Solutions:

e Increase dog waste education

e Install dog waste bag dispensers at public buildings, trails and parks and encourage other agencies
and businesses to do the same.

e Purchase 500 dog waste bag dispensers to give away; encourage local businesses to stock baggies
supplies and dispensers.

e Educate locals on beach rules. Community outreach: primary user groups, schools

e Education on beach resources (why we have the rules and how they protect what we have)

e Delineate private property at Bishop’s Beach Access

e Placerocks to prevent or mark where vehicles shouldn’t go, east at Bishop’s Beach

e Consider a park host. (Would need to be willing to testify in Court)

e Banthe burning of pallets on the beach

e Ban glass bottles (containers) on the beach

http://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/recreation look for “Beach Policy Review 2015”

To comment to the Commission, email rkrause@ci.homer.ak.us or fax 907-235-3143, by 4 pm the day of the
meeting.

Questions? Contact Julie Engebretsen in the Planning Department at 435-3119.
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