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CITY OF HOMER
HOMER, ALASKA
Planning
ORDINANCE 11-

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA,
AMENDING HOMER CITY CODE 21.60.040, DEFINITIONS; HOMER CITY
CODE 21.60.060, SIGNS ALLOWED ON PRIVATE PROPERTY WITH AND
WITHOUT PERMITS; HOMER CITY CODE 21.60.070, PERMITS
REQUIRED; HOMER CITY CODE 21.60.090, SIGNS IN THE PUBLIC
RIGHT-OF-WAY; HOMER CITY CODE 21.60.100, SIGNS EXEMPT FROM
REGULATION UNDER THIS CHAPTER; HOMER CITY CODE 21.60.130,
TEMPORARY SIGNS-PRIVATE PROPERTY; HOMER CITY CODE
21.60.150, TIME OF COMPLIANCE-NONCONFORMING SIGNS AND
SIGNS WITHOUT PERMITS; AND HOMER CITY CODE 21.60.170,
ENFORCEMENT AND REMEDIES; AND REPEALING HOMER CITY CODE
21.60.095, ELECTORAL SIGNS; HOMER CITY CODE 21.60.120, GENERAL
PERMIT PROCEDURES; HOMER CITY CODE 21.60.140, TEMPORARY
SIGNS-PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY; AND HOMER CITY CODE 21.60.160,
VIOLATIONS; REGARDING THE REGULATION OF SIGNS.

THE CITY OF HOMER ORDAINS:
Section 1. Homer City Code 21.60.040, Definitions, is amended to read as follows:

21.60.040 Definitions. In For-the-purpese-ef-this chapter, in addition to terms defined
in HCC §21.03.040, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings set forth in this
section ehapter.

"Abandoned sign:" means a Any-sign eentaining-eopy that refers to a business or activity
that is no longer being conducted or pursued.

"Animated sign." means a A#ny-sign that uses flashing lights, movement or change of
lighting to depict action or create a special effect or scene, or that includes characters, letters,

or illustrations whose message changes at least one time per day; provided that a changing:
A—s*gn—en—wh*e-h—&e—ea%y—eepy—thet—elmges—ns—m—e]ectromc or mechamcal mdlcatlon of tlme or

temperature does not cause a sign to be shal
stgp-and-pot-an animated sign

fer—pu%peses—ef—&h*s—elmptef
[Banner—" means a Any-sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is attached to
ng!d structure either at each corner or along its entire circumference mean&ed—ee—e—pele-er

"Beacon:" means a Any-sign that emits with-one or more beams of light, capable of
being directed in one or more ary-direetoror directions or eapable-of-being rotated or moved.
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Rick-this basically climinates banncr, suggest
discussion of use of traditional banner as icmporary
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"Building marker:" means a wall Aay-sign cut or etched into masonry, bronze, or similar
material that includes only the building name, date of construction, or historical data on historic
site.

"Building sign:" means a Aay-sign that is attached to and supported by a
burldmg, but _that is not g freestanding srg; an-less—rt——ts—suppeﬁed—m—whele—er—m—paft—by

"Changeable copy sign." means a A—sign that includes er—pertion—thereef—with
characters, letters, or illustrations that can be changed or rearranged without altering the face or

the surface of the sign, and—A—s-rgn on whrch the message changes less often than srore-than one
time per day sha ered-an-anim 3 3

efthis-chapter; growded that a han n srgn—en—m%eh—the—enl—y—eepy—that—eh&ages—as—aﬁ
electromc or mechamcal mdrcatron of trme or temperature does not cause a sign to be shall-be

a changeable copy sign for-purpeses

"Commercral message:" means letters. graphic material or a combination thereof Any
sign-wordinglogeo,-or-otherrepresentation-that, directly or indirectly, names, advertises, or calls

attention to a business, brand product servrce or other commercral act1v1ty

"Flag means the flag Fl-ags—of the Umted States, the State, the Crty, a forergn natrons '

having diplomatic relations with the United States, and any other flag adopted or sanctioned by

an elected legislative body of competent jurisdiction. A-flag-shal-net-be-considered-a-bannerfor
purpeses-of-this-chapter-

"Freestanding sign-" means a_A#y-sign supported-—in—whele-er-in—part; by structures or
supports that are placed on, or anchored in, the ground and that are independent from any

building or other structure.

"Ground sign:" means A-greund-siga-is a freestanding sign that is placed directly on the
ground with having-erappearingto-have a foundation or solid base beneath 50 percent or more
of the longest horrzontal d1mens1on of the s1gn

"Incrdental sign:" means an A—srga—geﬂefa«l-l-y mformatlonal- or dlrectlonal sign that
incidental and subordinate has-a-purpese-secondary to a principal the-use of the lot on which
it is located, such as "no parking," "entrance," "loading only,” "telephone;," and-eothersimilar
dirpetives—Plo-sign—with a-and that bears no commerc1a1 message that is leglble from outside

that a—pesrﬁeﬂ—eff—the lot en-wh
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Comment [iR2]: I climinated this definitior
part of an effort to eliminatc content-relatcd
calegorics in the ordinance.
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86 "Marquee sign:" means a Any-sign attached in any manner to, ir-any-mannes; or made a
87  part of, a permanent roof-like structure projecting beyond a building, generally designed
88  and constructed to provide protection from the weather marquee.

89 “lan-seais
91 “Officlal trafﬁc control devnce” mean§ a sign not inconsistent with Alaska Statutes

92  Title 28, placed or erected by authority of a state or municipal agency or official having

93  jurisdiction, for the purpose of traffic regulating, warning and guiding.
94 "Off-premise sign:" means a_ A—sign containing a ecommercial—or—non-commereial

95 message drawing attention to goods or services, business or other activity not offered or
96 conducted on the lot on which the sign is located.

97 "Pennant:" means a Asny-lightweight plastic, fabric, or other material, whether or not
98  containing a message of any kind suspended from a rope, wire, or string, usually in series,
99  designed to move in the wind.

signs arc treated the same, a separaic definition of

Comment [IR3]: Sincc portable and temporary
portable sign is Y.

07 "Prmcxpal buxldmg— ean§ a ilfhe-bulldmg in which is-eendueted the principal use of the

108 lot is conducted en—whieh-it-isloeated. Lots with multiple principal uses may have multiple
109  principal buildings, but storage buildings, garages, and other accessory structures shall not be
110 considered principal buildings.

111 "Projecting sign:" means a Any—building sign affixed that is approximately
112 perpendicular to a building-er wall and that in-sueh-a—menner-that-itsleading-edge extends
113 more than six inches beyond the surface of the sueh-building-or wall.

114 "Public Sign-" means A-Publie-Siga—is an off-premise off-premises sign placed by a
115 governmental agency to that-provides direction or information, or to identify er—identifies
116  public facilities such as parks, playgrounds, libraries, or schools or te-a distinct area of the City,
117 such as Ploneer Avenue, the Homer splt, Old Town and entrances to the C1ty Pubhe—S-x-gns—me—y
118 e : M

119 Publlc Slgns are non- regulatory

120 "Residential sign:" means a Aay-sign located in the Rural Residential, Residential Office
121 or Urban Residential zoning districts that contains no commercial message except for advertising
122 for goods or services legally offered on the premises where the sign is located, if offering such
123 services at such location conforms with all requirements of the zoning code.

124 "Roof sign, integral-" means a Any-sign erected and constructed as an integral part of a
125  nermal-theroof of a building strueture, such that no part of the sign extends vertically more than
126  two feet above the highest portion of that roof of which it is a part.
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"Setback:" means the Fhe-distance between a sign located on a lot and the closest lot
line and-the-sign.

"Sign:" means a Any-device, fixture, placard, or structure that uses any color, form,
graphic, illumination, symbol, or writing to advertise, announce the purpose of, or identify the
purpose of a person or entity, or to communicate information of any kind to the public.

"Suspended sign:" means a A sign that is suspended from the underside of a horizontal
plane surface and is supported by such surface.

"Temporary sign:" means a Asny-—sign that is used only temporarily and is not
permanently mounted.

"Wall sign:" means a Any-sign attached parallel to, but within six inches of, a wall,
painted on the wallsurface of, or erected and confined within the limits of an outside wall of any
building or structure, which is supported by such wal-er building_or_structure, and which
displays only one sign surface.

"Window sign-" means a Any-sign, pictures, symbol, or combination thereof, designed to
communicate information about an activity, business, commodity, event, sale, or service, that is
placed inside a window or upon the window panes or glass and is visible from the exterior of the
window.

Section 2. The title and subsection (a) of Homer City Code 21.60.060, Signs allowed on
private property with and without permits, are amended to read as follows:

21.60.060 Signs allewed-on private property with-and-witheut-permits. a. Signs shall be
allowed on private property in the City in-aecordanee-with;-and only in accordance with Table 1.

If the letter “A” appears for a sign type in a column, such sign type is allowed without prior
permit approval in the zoning district represented by that column. If the letter “P” appears for a
sign type in a column, such sign type is allowed only with prior permit approval in the zoning
districts represented by that column. Special conditions may apply in some cases. If the letter
“N” appears for a sign type in a column, such a-sign type is not allowed in the zoning districts
represented by that column under any circumstances.

Section 3. Homer City Code 21.60.060, Signs allowed on private property with and
without permits, is amended by amending Table 1 by striking the row for the Portable sign type,
striking note j, and amending the row for the Temporary sign type to read as follows:

RR {UR RO |INS@ICBD [TC |GBD |GCl |GC2 |CM |MI_ | OSR | PS

Temporary | AN | AN | AN |AN | P P |PS [P P P P PN | PN
(h)

Section 4. Homer City Code 21.60.060, Signs allowed on private property with and
without permits, is amended by amending Table 2, Maximum Total Sign Area Per Lot by Zoning
District, Part B, to read as follows:

[Bold and underlined added. Deleted-language-stricken-through:]
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Table 2 Part B

In all other districts not described in Table 2 Part A, the maximum combined total area of all signs,
in square feet, except incidental, building marker, and flags, shall not exceed the following:

Square feet of wall frontage (c): Maximum allowed sign area
750 s.f. and over 150 s.f.
650 to 749 130 s.f.
550 t0-649 110 s.f.
450 to 549 90 s.f.
350 to 449 70 s.f.
2000 to 349 50 s.f.
0to 199 30 s.f.

In all districts covered by Table 2 Part B, freestanding signs, when otherwise allowed, shall not
exceed the following limitations:

Only one freestanding sign is allowed per lot, except one freestanding public sign may be
additionally allowed. A freestanding sign may not exceed ten (10) feet in height. The
sign area on a freestanding sign (excluding a public sign) shall be included in the
calculation of maximum allowed sign area per lot and shall not exceed the following:

One business or occupancy in one building 36s.f.

Two independent businesses or occupancies or
principal buildings in any combination 54 s.f.

Three independent businesses or occupancies or
principal buildings in any combination 63 s.f.

Four independent businesses or occupancies or
principal buildings in any combination 72 s.f.

Section 5. Homer City Code 21.60.070, Permits required, is amended to read as follows:

[Bold and underlined added. Beleted-language-stricken-through:]
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21.60.070 Sign permits i ired. a. No person may place, construct, erect or
modify a sign for which l-f—a—sign—requmag a provision of this chapter requires a permit
without first obtammg a permlt for the Slm under thls section ﬂae—prews*ens—ef—ﬂm—ehﬂpter—ts

b. Applications. An application for a sign permit shall be submitted to_the
Department on_an_application form_or_in accordance with application specifications
published by the Department. An application for a permit for a sign that is not an off-
premise sign shall be submitted by the owner of the lot where the sign is to be located, or by
a tenant leasing all or part of the lot when the sign names, advertises, or calls attention to a
business, brand. product, service or other commercial activity of the tenant.

C. Fees. An application for a sign permit shall be accompanied by the applicable
fees established by the Homer City Council from time to time by resolution.

d. Action. Within_seven working days_after the submission of a complete
application for a sign permit, the Department shall either:

1. Issue the sign permit, if each sign that is the subject of the application
conforms in every respect with the requirements of this chapter; or

2. Reject the sign permit if a sign that is the subject of the application
fails in any way to conform to the requirements of this chapter. In case of rejection,
the Department shall specify in the rejection the section or sections of this chapter to
which the sign does not conform.

Section 6. Homer City Code 21.60.090, Signs in the public right-of-way, is amended to
read as follows:

21.60.090 Permanent sSigns in the—public rights-of-way. No person may place,
construct or erect a permanent sign shali-be-allewed in a_the-public right-of-way, except for
the following:

al.  Official traffic control devices.

b. Public signs erected by or on behalf of a governmental body to post legal notices,
identify public property, convey public information, and direct or regulate pedestrian or
vehicular traffic;

¢2.  Informational signs of a public utility regarding its poles, lines, pipes, or facilities;

and
d3.  Signs containing commercial messages that have been must-be approved by the

State of Alaska Department of Transponanon—'Feuﬂs{-Oﬂemed-Dwee&enal—Sigﬂmg-Pregmm

[Bold and underlined added. Deletedanguage-stricken-through:]
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Section 8. Homer City Code 21.60.100, Signs exempt from regulation under this chapter,
is amended to read as follows:

21.60.100 Signs exempt from regulation under this chapter. The following signs shall be

exempt from regulation under this chapter:
a. Any sign bearing only a public notice or warning required by a valid and applicable
federal, state, or local law, regulation, or ordinance.
b. Any emergency warning signs erected by a governmental agency, a public utility
company, or a contractor doing autherized or permitted work within a public right-

of-way.
c. Any sign inside a building, not attached to a window or door, that is not legible from a

distance of more than three feet beyond the lot line of the lot or parcel on which such sign is
located,

c. Works of art that do not contain a commercial message;

d. Holiday lights between October 15 and April 15;

e. Traffic control signs on private property, such as a stop sign, a yield sign, and similar
signs, the face of which meet Department of Transportation standards and that contain no
commercial message of any sort.

f. Signs in existence before February 11, 1985, but such signs shall not be replaced,
moved, enlarged, altered, or reconstructed except in compliance with this chapter.

Section 9. Homer City Code 21.60.120, General permit procedures, is repealed.

Section 10. Homer City Code 21.60.130, Temporary signs-private property, is amended
to read as follows:

[Bold and underlined added. Deletedlanguage-stricken-through:]
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of clectoral signs is legally questionable. They are
addressed generically as temporary signs under HCC
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21.60.130 Temporary signs-Private-property. a. All temporary signs are subject to the

following requirements:

1. Temporary signs shall not be illuminated, animated, or changeable copy

2. Unless a smaller size is required by another provision of this chapter, the

maximum size of a tempora is restricted to 16 square feet,
E. A temEoraE E whose messaEe Ertams to a sEeclfic date, event, or time
d h

b. Temporary signs on private property shall be allowed in all zoning districts subject to

the following requlrements

1b. No te;nporau sign that bears a commercial message may be an off-
premise sign, Only one temporary sign bearing a commercial message per lot is

allowed, and is limited to the following:
i. Advertising the property on which the sign is located for sale or for

ii. Advertising a temporary sale of household goods on a_property
occupied by a dwellmg.

rent.

2. No _tempora in a ubllc right-of-way may bear a commercial

message.
Section 11. Homer City Code 21.60.140, Temporary signs-Public right-of-way, is
repealed.

Section 12. Subsection (e) of Homer City Code 21.60.150, Time of compliance-
Nonconforming signs and signs without permiits, is enacted to read as follows.

(e) Notwithstanding the remainder of this section, a temporary sign that does not conform
to the current provisions of this chapter shall immediately be either brought into conformity to

the provisions of this chapter or removed.

{Bold and underlined added.
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- 1 Comment [IRS]: Regulations limiting the
duration for which temporary signs may be displayed
frequently are struck down, particularly, but not
exclusively, if they are content related. Regulations
requiring the removal of temporury signs within a
reasonable time aficr the event to which they pertain
have been upheld.

Comment [DHE]: It's my undcrsmndmg
commission reconsidered and will allow oneml
commercial sandwich board per lot, max. of 1
during business hours, max. of 12 hrs. per day.
Temporary signs are in addition to their sign
allowance.

-| Comment {[IR7]: Courts often reject limitations
on the number and content of non-commercial
temporary signs on privale property.

{ Comment [RAB]: Rick — Consider elimination of
liz
i

Comment [DH9]): Temporary signs, as in
banners and sandwich boards would need to comply
upon adoption, adjusted to Jan. 1, 20xx.

All other signs must comply when the face of the
sign is changed, or within 3 years, cflective Jan. 1,
20xx, whichever comes first.

An effective date of Jan. 1, 20xx is when signage is
at a minimum. This also gives plenty of time for
bust to make adj before the summer
scason,

We do not want onc building on the boardwalk to be
the *sign culprit® for the entire boardwalk. We do
not want to tie sign compliance with ownership
becnuse thcn: are mulnplc layers of ownership of the
p of the building, ownership of
the busmess and maybe a tenant.
Wedo not want to tie sign compliance with sign
most busi their signs
in the winter to prevent weather damage.
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333 Section 13. [Homer City Code 21.60.160, Violations, is repealed. b TCOmment [IR10]: Violations arc addressed in J
134 HCC 21.90.090.
335 Section 14. Homer City Code 21.60.170, Enforcement and remedies, is amended to read
336  as follows:
337
338 21.60.170 Enforcement and remedies. In addition to the remedies provided in HCC
339 Chapter 21.90, violations of this chapter are subject to the following remedies:
340 a. A _person designated to enforce this title under HCC 21.90.020 may remove a

341  temporary sign placed in a public right-of-way in violation of this chapter. The person
342 responsible for the illegal placement shall be liable for the cost incurred in removing the

343 Anvu uinlation ~Ae ottoreaata sl

344

345 cn-orctheraps ::-:‘;:‘;':-; sRESEAREelavw=

346 b. Notwithstanding any other provision of this title;

347 1. An appeal to the Planning Commission from an enforcement order that

348 requires the abatement or removal of a temporary sign placed on private property

349 in_violation of this chapter must be filed within_seven days after the date of

350 distribution of the enforcement order to the person whose property is the subject of

351 the enforcement order.

352 2. An appeal from a final decision of the Planning Commission regarding an
3 enforcement order that requires the abatement or removal of a temporary sign

L34 placed on private property in violation of this chapter must be taken directly to the

355 Superior Court A-violation-of-this-chapter-shall-be-considered-a-violation-of the zoning

356 . . . _

357

358

359

360

361

362

363

364

365 Section 15. Sections 1 through 14 of this Ordinance are of a permanent and general

366  character and shall be included in the City Code.

367

368 Section 16. This Ordinance shall become effective on January 1, 2012.

369

370 ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA, this day of

371 2011.

372

373 CITY OF HOMER

374

[Bold and underlined added. Deletedanguage-stricken-through:]
P\PACKETS\PCPacket 201 1\Ordinance\Sign\DRAFT sign ord 7.22.11.docx



375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400

Page 10 of 10
Ordinance 10-

JAMES C. HORNADAY, MAYOR

ATTEST:

JO JOHNSON, CMC, CITY CLERK

YES:

NO:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

First Reading:
Public Hearing:
Second Reading:
Effective Date:

Reviewed and approved as to form:

Walt E. Wrede, City Manager Thomas F. Klinkner, City Attorney
Date: Date:
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