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Public Comment 
This Appendix contains copies of survey results and public correspondence regarding this project.  

The survey was divided into 4 sections; General, Downtown Homer Intersections, Peripheral 

Streets, and High School Intersections.  The following people responded to at least some part of the 

survey:  

 

 Name Agency 

• Nick & Toy Bairamis Kostas Taxi Service 

• Robert L. Painter Homer Fire Department 

• Mark Robl Homer Police Department 

• Stephen E. Smith Homer Police Department 

• Stacy R. Luck Homer Police Department 

• David Shealy Homer Police Department 

• Paul Meyer Homer Police Department 

• Randy Rosencrans Homer Police Department 

• Steve Boyle Homer Police Department 

• Ronald L. Keffer Principal, Homer High School 

• Loretta Erickson Boys & Girls Club 

• Fred Lau Homer Senior Citizens, Inc. 

• Sue Brooks, RN Safe Kids South Peninsula Hospital 

• Julie Davis Citizen 

• Shelly Erickson Homer Tours, Inc. 

 

The beginning of this Appendix contains their survey responses, followed by a copy of the survey 

that was mailed out and posted to the internet for on-line participation. Copies of the following 

correspondence are included after the survey: 

 

• 01/22/2005 Miro Schaad, Student, Op-Ed piece in the Homer News 

• 01/27/2005 Scott Thomas, DOT&PF Regional Traffic Engineer, e-mail to Jan Jonker, City 

of Homer, regarding R1-6 Pedestrian Crossing signs  

• 02/23/2005 Shelly Erickson, Homer Tours, e-mail to Anne Brooks, Brooks and 

Associates, regarding East End Road from Lake Street to Paul Banks 

Elementary 
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• 02/25/2005 Anne Brooks, Brooks and Associates, e-mail to project team regarding status 

of survey and additional distribution 

• 03/02/2005 Kathy Burgess, Brooks and Associates, e-mail to various stakeholders 

regarding problems sending out the survey 

• 03/03/2005 Scott Thomas, DOT&PF Regional Traffic Engineer, e-mail to Julia Davis 

regarding Homer crosswalks 

• 03/03/2005 Kathy Burgess, Brooks and Associates, e-mail to Glen Szymoniak, Homer 

Middle School, regarding the survey and school related traffic 

• 06/02/2005 Chris Eshleman, Article in the Homer News 

• 06/09/2005 Bruce Turkington, Spenard Builder’s Supply, Letter to the Homer News 

 

An open house was held at Homer City Hall on June 14th 2005 for this project.  Information from this 

meeting is included following the public comments received up to June 9th 2005.  The meeting 

packet includes city meeting agenda, meeting notes, sign in sheets with Title VI report, the 

advertisement that was published in the Homer News and Homer Tribune, the agenda, several 

handouts, written comments collected at the meeting, and two newspaper articles written about the 

meeting.  Following the meeting information are more public comments as follows: 

 

• 06/15/2005 Carole Hamik, Citizen, Letter to the Homer Tribune 

• 06/16/2005 Kevin Walker, Citizen, e-mail to project team regarding possible roundabout 

installations 

• 06/16/2005 Homer News Opinion Page, including a letter to the editor and an editorial 

regarding the intersection planning study 

• 06/16/2005 Christina Warren, Citizen, e-mail to project team regarding possible 

roundabout installations 

• 06/18/2005 Dick Synhorst, Citizen, e-mail to project team regarding possible roundabout 

installations 

• 6/19/2005 Tom and Jean Schroeder, Citizens, fax to Anne Brooks, Brooks and 

Associates, regarding possible roundabout installations 

• 06/22/2005 Anne Brooks, Brooks and Associates, e-mail to project team relaying two 

citizen phone calls regarding the project 

• 06/23/2005 Homer News Opinion Page, including several letters regarding the 

intersection planning study 
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• 06/23/2005 Michael Mumm, Citizen, email to project team regarding possible roundabout 

installations 

• 06/30/2005 Roy E. Hoyt Jr., letter to the Homer News regarding possible roundabout 

installations 

• 06/30/2005 Bruce Hess, email to the project team regarding possible roundabout 

installations and proposing a couplet system for Homer 

• 06/30/2005 Illustration of a couplet system developed for the Homer Transportation Plan.  

This was not included in the final draft. 

• 06/30/2005 Sue Post, letter to the Homer News regarding possible roundabout 

installations 

• 06/30/2005 Lee Post, letter to the Homer News regarding possible roundabout 

installations 

• 06/30/2005 Geo Beach, editorial in the Homer News regarding possible roundabout 

installations 

• 07/21/2005 Copy of advertisements in the Homer Tribune and Homer News regarding 

extension of the public comment period on the Homer Intersections Planning 

Study 

• 07/23/2005 Kevin Walker, email to project team regarding possible roundabout 

installations 

• 07/29/2005 Rick Feller, email to reporter Chris Eshleman of the Homer News regarding 

comments made by Scott Thomas at a recent meeting in Homer about 

roundabouts 

• 08/09/2005 Resolution of the Homer City Council accepting the draft Homer Intersections 

Planning Study and requestion  

• 08/09/2005 Dewaine, Jane, and Zoe Tollefsrud, email to project team regarding 

roundabout installations 

• 08/15/2005 Valerie Connor, email to project team regarding possible roundabout 

installations 

 



























































































































































 HOMER NEWS 
Thursday, June 2, 2005 

   
Roundabout considered for Homer  

State study, local traffic plan recommend alternatives for downtown 
intersections 

  
By Chris Eshleman 

  
Staff Writer 

  
A state engineer said this week that he will recommend a roundabout for 

Homer's most troubled intersection at Lake Street and the Sterling 
Highway. 

 
The recommendation comes as part of the Alaska Department of 
Transportation and Public Facilities' one-year study of major 

intersections in the city. 
 

"In the long-term, our preference is a roundabout," said state engineer 
Scott Thomas in a phone interview Tuesday. 

 
Thomas will present the study's full recommendations for seven downtown 

intersections to the city June 13 and 14. 
 

During previous work at the intersection, state workers installed 
electronics for a traffic signal at the site. Since then, however, 
roundabouts have become more popular in Anchorage, Fairbanks and 

elsewhere around the state. They are proving to be safer 
for both drivers and pedestrians and more maintenance-free. 

 
The study also will propose various options and recommendations for 

other major intersections, including what is described as the downtown 
"traffic triangle" between Pioneer Avenue, Lake Street and the Sterling 

Highway, and other intersections in the 
downtown area. 

 
Thomas said the department expected the intersection of Lake Street and 

the Sterling Highway to present the most problems. As the study 
progressed, he said, the department became convinced that a more 

difficult challenge in the future was presented by 
intersections near the high school and the fire department. 

 
"That has been a complex area for a long time," Thomas said of the 

stretch of Pioneer Avenue that includes the intersections of Lake and 
Heath streets. 

 
That part of town also has caused headaches for at least one local 

business owner. Jackie Dentz, who owns Frosty Bear Ice Cream Parlor in 
the Kachemak Center shopping complex between the intersections of Heath 

and Lake streets, said drivers have become 
impatient with the Lake Street intersection. Some regularly bypass it 
by cutting through the parking lot, some as fast as 25 miles an hour. 

As a result, the mall is installing two speed bumps. 
 



"I am terrified of some child being killed or harmed as traffic races 
through here," Dentz said. 

 
Heath Street leads north from Pioneer Avenue to the high school, also 

providing access to the Homer Police Department. 
 

Alaska State Trooper Todd VanLiere, who uses the intersection every 
day, said a traffic fix for the Heath Street intersection is overdue. 
He almost always makes a right-hand turn onto Pioneer Avenue to get to 

the Sterling Highway, adding distance to his 
trip but saving time. 

 
"It's very difficult getting across (Pioneer Avenue). Making right-hand 
turns is the only way to go," VanLiere said of the intersection. "It 

definitely should be addressed, in my simple two-cent opinion." 
 

The state study considers traffic signals, roundabouts and all-way 
stops for those intersections, and where and when each would be 

appropriate, Thomas said. But the long-term recommendation for the area 
involves a larger road project, not just 

intersection work. 
 

"There's solutions — you can't just have a Heath Street project. You 
have to have a Lake Street project too, and you have to make them work 

together," Thomas said. 
 

While the state's study has concluded, the Homer City Council will soon 
consider the Homer Area Transportation Plan, a 20-year plan for 
developing routes, roads and trails. That plan lists a number of 

potential future projects, including an extension of 
Heath Street to the north. 

 
State engineers depended on the city's long-term transportation plan 

when drafting the intersection recommendations. 
 

"We do want to make sure this does fit with the city's long-term 
transportation plan," Thomas said. 

 
As a result, he said, the study ensures the city's transportation plan 

"is going to work at a few key points." 
 

The transportation plan is a broad look at Homer's current road and 
trail systems. It identifies traffic issues and recommends alternatives 

for future projects. 
 

City Public Works Director Carey Meyer said the Homer Advisory Planning 
Commission's recent review of the plan is "a step in the right 

direction." An approved plan will help the city receive funding for 
road projects. 

 
The planning commission made minor changes to a proposed project that 

would extend Heath Street to the north, Meyer said. 
 

Thomas, however, said that extension project could mean more traffic 
problems on Pioneer Avenue. 

 



City planning commissioners also strengthened many of the plan's 
recommendations, adding references to pedestrian crosswalks on East End 
Road, where a bike trail on the north side should increase pedestrian 

and bicycle traffic. 
 

Members of the Road Standards Committee, which reviewed the plan before 
forwarding it to the commission late last year, and the planning 

commission also recommended roundabouts be considered. 
 

"The modern roundabout should be considered as a traffic mitigating 
solution at any intersection where traffic flow is a concern," the plan 

states. 
 

Modern roundabouts increase capacity and safety while lowering traffic 
speed and maintenance costs, it states. 

 
Thomas agreed, and said a single-lane roundabout at the intersection of 
Lake Street and the Sterling Highway also would allow pedestrians or 

bikers to cross traffic coming from one direction at a time. 
 
 

The state's study also focuses on pedestrian crossings, said Thomas. 
 

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities will 
present the study to Homer City Council members on June 13. On June 14, 
state engineers will host a public open house at City Hall from 6 to 8 

p.m. 
 

Chris Eshleman can be reached at chris.eshleman@homernews.com. 
 







































































































































Tue, Jul 5, 2005  7:32 AM

Page 1 of 1

Subject: Support for Proposed Homer Roundabouts.. 
Date: Thursday, June 23, 2005 9:47 AM 
From: Michael J Mumm <akmikejm2@yahoo.com> 
To: <comments@brooksandassociates.info> 
 
Hello, My name is Michael Mumm and I've lived in Homer
for most of my life. I would love to see roundabouts
come to town, especially if the alternative was
traffic lights. I totally support the use of
roundabouts in Homer and hope very much that they
become reality. 

michael mumm
po box 1192
homer, ak 99603

907-399-9966

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 
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Thursday, June 30, 2005 

  

  
Lights, not roundabouts, needed 

  
  
  

Homer needs a roundabout at the intersection of Lake Street and the 
bypass like a chicken needs mammary glands. Traffic on the bypass needs 
to be broken up by traffic lights at the Lake Street and Pioneer Avenue 

intersections. 
 
 

It is very frustrating and next to impossible to make a left turn 
entering the bypass from any direction. 

 
 

The present crosswalks are in the wrong locations and virtually 
useless. I have been almost rear-ended by stopping for pedestrians at 

the Poopdeck intersection three times now. 
 
 

Roundabouts will take a large area necessitating acquisition of 
numerous tracts of rights of way resulting in lawsuits we certainly 
don't need. With the latest Supreme Court decision on eminent domain 

anyone with property near an intersection is subject 
to losing it at what the state determines fair value. 

 
 

Traffic lights can be set to blink during the low traffic seasons. 
 
 

Roy E. Hoyt Jr 
 



Tue, Jul 5, 2005  7:30 AM

Page 1 of 1

Subject: <no subject> 
Date: Thursday, June 30, 2005 7:25 AM 
From: Bruce Hess <brucehess@puffinelectric.com> 
To: <comments@brooksandassociates.info> 
 
  
  
  
Anne, 
  
As a Homer resident and member of the Homer Advisory Planning Commission I 
want to fully endorse roundabouts as solutions for Homer intersections present and 
future. The statistics don’t lie roundabouts are safer and less expensive in the long 
term. Please do not let those who oppose roundabout because of ignorance 
influence the proper decisions for Homer’s traffic solutions.  
  
One point of opposition that does deserve some consideration however, is couplets. 
I feel the idea of a large couplet encompassing easterly flow on Sterling Highway, 
north on Lake Street and South on Pioneer with through connections on Greatland, 
Main, Poopdeck, and Heath is worthy of at least some study. It would seem that if 
this idea was valid, it would be much less costly than either traffic signals or 
roundabouts. If this concept turns out to be not a valid option, than roundabouts are 
definitely preferably to traffic signals.   
  
  
Thank you for your work on this study,  
  
Bruce Hess      
  
 



Tue, Jul 5, 2005  7:31 AM

Page 1 of 3

Subject: Couplet-roundabout combo.pdf 
Date: Thursday, June 30, 2005 9:53 AM 
From: Bruce Hess <brucehess@puffinelectric.com> 
To: <comments@brooksandassociates.info> 
 
What about this idea for Homer.  
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Tue, Jul 5, 2005  7:31 AM

Page 1 of 3

Subject: Couplet-roundabout combo 2.pdf 
Date: Thursday, June 30, 2005 2:15 PM 
From: Bruce Hess <brucehess@puffinelectric.com> 
To: <comments@brooksandassociates.info> 
 
Anne, 
  
This is a expanded idea for a couplet/roundabout combination for Homer. This would eliminate 3 of 
the proposed roundabouts. 
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Comments or questions?  
For questions about the website contact the web master at HomerNews.com 

For questions or comments about the news Homer News Editorial and Newsroom Content 
 

Homer News 3482 Landings St. Homer, Alaska 99603 907 235-7767  
Copyrighted by Homer News, a Division of Morris Communications 

Privacy and terms of use.  

   

    Thursday, December 11, 2003  

 Our Stories 

 Web 

 Yellow Pages 

 Classifieds 

nmlkji

nmlkj

nmlkj

nmlkj

  Search

  • Home 
  • News 
  • Sports 
  • Arts 
  • Letters 
  • Business 
  • Opinion 
  • Town Crier 
  • Churches 
  • Circulation 
  • Classifieds 

 
  • Seawatch 
  • Neighbors 
  • Forum 

[Go To Best Hit] 
Story last updated at 4:11 PM on Thursday, June 30, 2005  

 

Reason on side of roundabouts  
 
 
 
 

Some great reasons for roundabouts:  

First off, cost: There is virtually no long-term cost to the city for a 
roundabout, whereas with a traffic light, the cost, per intersection, is more 

than $10,000 per year. Multiplied by 7 (the number of intersections that 
DOT recommends fixing) that is in excess of $70,000 per year. I, for one, 

support increased taxes for a library, but not for traffic lights.  

Secondly: They keep traffic flowing. Our "bypass" is no longer that — we 
have too many driveway cuts to make it an effective bypass, but with 
roundabouts, the traffic on the bypass would continue to flow without 
having to stop. With traffic lights, there would be a lot of stopping and 

starting.  

Thirdly: ease. Traffic in roundabouts moves in one direction only. Our 
roundabouts would only be one lane. Traffic must slow down in order to 

maneuver successfully. It is very simple to look left and see when there is a 
space in which to pull into the roundabout. Even timid drivers will soon 

feel comfortable in roundabouts.  

Oh, and a fourth reason: safety. The number of crashes in roundabouts is 
substantially less, and the crashes that do occur are much less severe than 
in any intersection. Driving in Anchorage is scary with people running red 

lights, or trying to make it through before the light turns red, or in the winter 
not being able to stop due to major icing problems at intersections. Many of 
those crashes are severe or even fatal due to high speed rates and points 
of contact. Because the speed while going through a roundabout is a little 

slower, and because there are no head-on crashes, the accidents are 
usually relatively minor. Imagine how much safer one would feel driving in 

Anchorage with roundabouts.  

Sue Post  

Page 1 of 1HomerNews.com - Weekly Local Homer, Alaska News

10/24/2005file://C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\wwebb\Desktop\homer%20comments%20to%2...



 HOMER NEWS 
Thursday, June 30, 2005 

  
Roundabouts make good sense 

 
Stephen King had a line about a person who slapped three coats of 

lacquer and one of quick dry cement on their way of thinking and then 
spent the rest of their life guarding their frozen ideas. 

 
Why do I get the idea that a couple people in town have done that same 
thing with the idea of roundabouts. I've driven through them on the 
East Coast where there are two-lane, full-speed roundabouts. I admit 

the first couple of times the idea of going 
into one was terrifying. After that they were fun and I wondered why 
more places didn't have them. Since then I have encountered them in 
Europe and other states, including Alaska. Many of these have been 

slower speed roundabouts and they sure make sense, 
especially when there isn't much traffic. Sitting and waiting for a 

green light when there is no other car in sight is kind of silly isn't 
it? 
 

We all know how impatient Alaska drivers can be. We know for a fact how 
dangerous some intersections are, with running yellow and red lights 
being standard practice. Given that it sounds like some people are 

approaching senility, I'd much rather 
encounter those people in a roundabout where they only have to remember 
to look one direction, and are going relatively slow, hopefully with 
the traffic, then in an intersection where they may be the one trying 

to T-bone me at a red light. 
 

And doesn't the rest of the world also have trucks, which somehow seem 
to navigate roundabouts? I've seen them do it in Anchorage. I'll bet 
they could do it here as well. We could have roundabout training day. 

Enter here. Go in circle. Exit there. If you 
forget where you are — keep going in circles. You don't have to think. 

Oh, that's obvious. 
 

Lee Post 
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Last exit for Homer: go, stop, spin around or get 

organized 
    

Geo Beach 
  

In the beginning there was no road. Miller's Landing was where the land 
began for new arrivals, lightered ashore and lighting out into the 

territory on wagon trails. 
 

Then there was a road, but it didn't go anywhere — or not much farther 
than you could drive on the beach at low tide. You know, a classic 

Alaska road to nowhere. But it did make it easier to get up to Kenai at 
high water. 

 
Then the road came. The real road. The one that connected Homer to 
Anchorage, which was connected to the Alcan, which was connected to 
America. And that let the Outside in. Homer was united with far-flung 

Key West, Fla., which herself had been stitched 
to the mainland by Flagler's Railroad and the Overseas Highway. 

 
That was the beginning of the end. 

 
Like the would-be secessionists of the Alaska Independence Party or the 
Conch Republic — which withdrew from the United States for 60 seconds 
before surrendering — folks in Homer tried their best to leave the 

world behind, by erecting a gate 
across the top of Baycrest Hill. Alas, there were gate crashers. 

 
Homer became the terminus of the North American Highway system, a 

distinction shared with numerous Alaska locales, but never so fittingly 
as at Land's End, the distal reaches of Homer Spit, where, as in Key 

West, you know quite decidedly that there is no 
farther to go. Having previously sported railway depots, Key West and 

Homer Spit are America's two true End-of-the-Lines. 
 

Then one day an RV found its way here. 
 

It motored home, quietly. But just as the swallows return to San Juan 
Capistrano, just as the buzzards return to Hinckley, the RVs began 

returning to Homer. 
 

And that presented a philosophical question. Do we let them stay? In 
which case, where would we put them, especially when next year's 

migration arrives, and the next? 
 

Or do we politely show them Homer, and then politely show them the way 
home? 

 
Of course, the second option means that everyone drives — forth and 

back — through this little town twice. 
 



That — together with the failure of the Baycrest Gate, the AIP and 
wimpy Alaska avalanches which never properly destroy the Seward and 

Sterling highways — is the problem facing the town today. 
 

It's not that everyone comes to Homer. It's that, afterward, everyone 
leaves. 

 
So, Homer — go, stop, spin around, or get organized? 

 
Well, you can't just go-go-go anymore — too many crashes. In the 21st 
Century, even ruggedly independent drivers have to share the road and 

take turns turning. 
 

Stop? Nobody likes stopping, especially if they thereafter have to take 
a left against traffic at the stop sign. Alternately, some people 

gleefully go for green lights while others really rage at red lights. 
Oh, the limits of duality. 

 
So a spin cycle has been proposed for Homer, a sort of pinball plan 

where traffic enters a whirlpool called a roundabout and gets spit out 
down the road to the next roundabout. And so on. There's something 

dizzy about the idea that makes roundabouts the 
favorite choice of lots of Homeroids. 

 
But how about getting organized? Homer construction planner Ken Castner 
proposed a system that requires no traffic circles, no traffic lights, 
few stop signs, less invasive construction than the alternatives, and 

no maintenance costs. 
 

Traffic is one-way (southbound) on the Sterling Highway between Pioneer 
and Lake, one way (northbound) on Lake between the Sterling and 
Pioneer, and one-way (westbound) on Pioneer between Lake and the 

Sterling Highway. Heath, Main, and Greatland Streets 
are two-ways. Every left turn is with traffic, no waiting. 

 
Take out your pencil and draw it out (and note you can turn right onto 
East End Road at the end of Lake and right onto the Sterling Highway at 

the end of Pioneer). No traffic lights. No roundabouts. 
 

Just one big circle holistically embracing Homer — a way for traffic 
to, in the inimitable words of Mr. Castner, "Go. Go. Go. Flow. Flow. 

Flow." Castner's idea means those RVs, strange creatures on a 
gargantuan merry-go-round, drive the road only 
once — and that's half the problem solved. 

 
There's something captivating about "Castner's Couplets." It's the 
vision of a man who, in two decades of Nutcracker productions, made 

magic into reality with just ragamuffins and elbow grease. Better think 
about it — the plan that gets the red out 

and keeps the spin in. It's the uniquely perfect compromise for the 
city that won't. 

 
Columnist Geo Beach can be reached at geobeach@columnist.com. 
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William Webb

From: M. Anne Brooks [annebrooks@ak.net]
Sent: Saturday, July 23, 2005 1:06 PM
To: Scott Thomas; Art Johnson
Subject: FW: Homer Meeting

Another Homer intersections comment for your files.

Anne

------ Forwarded Message
From: Kevin G Walker <kevin_walker@dot.state.ak.us>
Date: Mon, 27 Jun 2005 00:30:25 -0800
To: "M. Anne Brooks" <annebrooks@ak.net>
Cc: <comments@brooksandassociates.com>
Subject: Re: Homer Meeting

I briefly reviewed the proposals, and I strongly agree with the
roundabout concept in all 7 locations.  I frequently walk and bike
around town, and roundabouts will make a much safer way to get through
these intersections.

Lane widths should be reduced on most of these streets.  Roundabouts
would eliminate the need for a left turn lane on Pioneer and Sterling.
On-street parking on one or both sides would provide a buffer for
pedestrians from vehicles whizzing by at 30-50 mph.  During rainy
weather or breakup, anyone on the sidewalk gets splashed from passing
traffic.  It is not a comfortable place to walk.  Bike lanes could also
be incorporated if the car lanes were reduced to 10 feet.  The speed
limit on Pioneer is 25mph, however it is easy to go 40mph with the wide
lanes.  Narrowing the lanes will reduce the speed that traffic travels.
The road is only a mile long, cars don't need to travel at a high rate
of speed!

Homer is a small town at the end of the road.  We don't need high speed
thoroughfares to get through our little hamlet by the sea.  Please
provide comfortable, safe, and scenic places to walk and bike, and more
people will park their cars, trucks, and RVs and see the town at a
slower pace.  They will probably stop in the shops and enhance the
economy much more than if they zip through at the fast speed that the
roads are currently designed for.

Thanks
Kevin Walker

The comment form says comments are due by June 20th.  Are comments
still accepted until July 20th?

> any questions.  Send us your comments by July 20th.
> 
> 
> Your input is important!
> -- 
> Anne Brooks, P.E.
> Project Public Involvement Coordinator
> Reply to:  anne@brooksandassociates.info
> Brooks & Associates
> Tel:  907-272-1877
> Fax:  907-272-7194
> 
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> This electronic communication is intended only for the named
> addressee (s)
> and may contain confidential information.  If you are not the named
> addressee (s), any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of
this
> communication is prohibited.  If you have received this electronic
> communication in error, please notify the sender by return e-mail
> and delete
> the original communication from your system.  Thank you.
> 

------ End of Forwarded Message
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William Webb

From: Rick Feller [rick_feller@dot.state.ak.us]
Sent: Friday, July 29, 2005 8:03 AM
To: chris.eshleman@homernews.com
Cc: jrkinney@alaska.net; annebrooks@ak.net; Art Johnson; Scott E Thomas
Subject: Roundabout Responses

rick_feller.vcf

> Hi, Chris - In his absence, Scott Thomas asked me to forward these 
> responses to you. 

> Hi Scott. I heard listened to your conversation with a couple of 
> advisory planners in Homer on Tuesday evening, and had a few quick 
> questions for you -
> 1. Did I hear you say (during your Tuesday meeting with the Road 
> Standards Committee) that the city of Homer and the state have had a 
> tough time agreeing on how to proceed at the intersection of Lake 
> Street and the Sterling Highway?
>  
>
A signal was considered by the state and the city when Lake Street was 
being designed in 1996, and then the road was reconstructed in 1997.    
In 1996, there was community input opposed to a signal.   Maintenance 
effort and funding of a signal was a concern for both agencies at that 
time as well.   The City Council passed a resolution in 1996 to the 
state that a signal was not needed at that time, so we instead agreed to 
put the poles in place, but not put it in operation.   Since 2000, 
officials have written of interest in a signal again, and in solutions 
to Heath Street and Pioneer Avenue.    The City opened Heath to the High 
School to better distribute traffic.    Some officials proposed an All 
Way Stop at Heath Street and increasing the demand on Heath Street.  Any 
solutions to Heath Street affect Lake Street.   We can't have an All Way 
Stop on one road and a signal on the other end of the other road.   This 
requires we to look to the future to see how intersections will relate 
to Lake Street demand.     By 2004, DOT funded the Homer Intersections 
Planning Study to examine demand at all intersections and relate it to 
future growth under the Homer Transportation Plan.     Our next goal 
would be to generate at least two future projects that 1) begin to solve 
dowtown intersections on the Sterling Highway, and 2) to solve Heath 
Street and Lake Street intersections on Pioneer Avenue while taking into 
account any potential extensions of either road.

> 2. You guys estimate the minimum radius for "safe," urban, single-lane 
> roundabouts is between 100 and 110 feet, right? Or is that second 
> number 130 feet?
>  
>

130 feet.   "Safe" is site specific and determined and ensured during 
design.  We may use smaller radii if the site lends itself, but 
"typically" an urban single lane roundabout is 100-130 feet in diameter.

> 3. What is the corresponding minimum radius for a traffic signal?
>  
>
Consider a signal at 3 lanes wide takes typically two through lanes + a 
center turn lane and we have 40 feet, add a right turn lane and we have 
about 54 feet curb to curb. 
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Both a signal and a roundabout must have allowances to have sidewalks, 
lighting, utilities beyond curb, that is not added into either of these 
numbers.    Typically, a state road needs a 100 foot corridor to allow 
for most design features and drainage for a higher functional class 
roadway.   So when a roundabout diameter is 100-130 feet, and we add in 
sidewalks and utilities, we can require an additional 50 feet at each 
corner. Our Draft report accurately depicts in FIg 21 and on the 
potential size of roundabouts.   This report is online with the City of 
Homer and hardcopies are at the City offices along with figures and 
appendices. 

> 4. Is this statement true: Either roundabouts or signals would be 
> built using, primarily, federal transportation dollars - but signals 
> would be operated and maintained using mostly state funds.
>  
>

This is true of all our construction projects.   We use entirely state 
funds for maintenance of signals, which have not increased each year, 
even though we add more infrastructure.

Thanks,
Chris Eshleman
Homer News







050809emTollefsrud.txt
Subject: Homer Roundabouts
Date: Tuesday, August 9, 2005 9:53 PM
From: DeWaine, Jane and Zoe Tollefsrud <zodama@ptialaska.net>
To: <anne@brooksandassociates.info>
Cc: <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us>

Greetings!

Roundabouts have successfully withstood the test of time for centuries 
in Europe, South America, and Australia. We have driven in them from 
Buenos Aires to Rome, and have marveled at the ease in which they 
handle large flows of traffic.

It seems to us that it is within (most of) our intellectual potential 
to catch on to their workings here in Homer, given the opportunity. We 
say YES to roundabouts.

Sincerely,

DeWaine, Jane and Zoe Tollefsrud
2267 Mt. Augustine Dr.
Homer, AK 99603
907-235-7262
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William Webb 

From: Anne Brooks [anne@brooksandassociates.info]

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2005 2:54 PM

To: Art Johnson; Randy Kinney; Scott Thomas

Subject: FW: Homer intersections

Page 1 of 1FW: Homer intersections

10/26/2005

FYI and Files. 
 
--  
Anne Brooks, P.E. 
Public Involvement Coordinator 
Tel:  907-272-1877 
Fax:  907-272-7194 
email:  anne@brooksandassociates.info 
 

------ Forwarded Message 
From: Valerie Connor <redherring007@hotmail.com> 
Date: Mon, 15 Aug 2005 12:53:02 -0800 
To: <comments@brooksandassociates.info> 
Subject: Homer intersections 
 

 
Dear Ms. Brooks, 
                         Thank you for the opportunity to comment on DOT's recent reccomendations 
regarding Homer's traffic study and intersections.  I did attend the public meeting  and I am 
totally in favor of the roundabout concept for our intersections.  Homer has such seasonal 
fluctuations in traffic, that roundabouts would be the most effective and desirable solution.  The 
additional costs needed initially for roundabouts are offset rather quickly due to their low yearly 
maintenance costs.  I am absolutely against paying the signal maintenance costs, which 
according to the DOT personnel would cost the City of Homer anywhere between 140,000 and 
$210,000 per year.  That kind of money could be more wisely spent elsewhere.  Additionally, 
roundabouts are an alternative which our newly-adopted Transportation Plan fully endorses. 
 Though there are  
 a few vocal opponents to the roundabout idea, I think most of their concerns arise from either 
not being familiar with roundabouts, or they are put off by the timeline that was presented to us. 
 Nearly everyone I know is in full support of the roundabout concept, and I am thrilled to imagine 
that Homer could play host to the modern roundabout, thereby boosting its popularity and 
spreading its lovely simplicity to other communities around Alaska and beyond!      
               Thank you for your consideration.                  Sincerely, Valerie Connor 
                          
 

 
 
------ End of Forwarded Message 




