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A Secret Habitat

Most of the this area s in disguise. Il appears as a fol lond with
few plmlin: animals. Look carelully fo find clues of secret life
a sligh! depression and signs ol wolet

During the rainy season this habilal comes alive! Waler cannol droin
theaugh the hard clay soil and accumulales in o pool Seeds of water
planis sprout underwater Freshwater invertebrates, crustaceans, and

amphiblans emerge. Birds arrive 1o feed on the plants and animals

A large vernal pool supports o dense population of San Diego fairy
shrimp. The shrimp thrive during the winter rainy season and seem lo
disappear in the dry seasons. Their eggs survive and halch as soon

as the waler refurns,
This species is rare in Colifornia | and is listed by the
U5 Fish & Wildiile Service as on ed species)

because most of its nalural habitat has been drained or paved over

It survives here becouse this land has been in governmen! ownership

for many years and has not been developed.

Designated paths and fencing is helping to keep this area in a natural
state, During the summer it is diificult 1o see the depression in the
ground from the winter pool. Tn by people on fool or bicycle

will disrupt The habitat
Eventually the pools dry up; hence they are called vernal pools,
meaning spring pools. The eggs and seeds are safely covered by
mud and the amphibians dig deep in the soil, awaiting the nex! rainy
season.
Vernal pool habital is rare in Southern California. The specially
adapled plants growing here are also rare: Vernal Barley, Mud Nama,
and Little Mousetall are some examples. Fairy shrimp are 110 1 /2
inches long and are specially adapted fo live in the vernal pools.
They are an important food for migrating birds.
e T Walking or riding in the vernal pools will disturb the dormant frogs,
SETER ARSI, P seeds, and shrimp eggs. Please slay on the trails.
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