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CITY OF HOMER 1 

HOMER, ALASKA 2 

                                                                                                                 Burgess 3 

ORDINANCE 15-31 4 

  5 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA, 6 

AMENDING THE FY 2015 OPERATING BUDGET BY AUTHORIZING 7 

THE EXPENDITURE OF $150,000 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A DUMP 8 

TRUCK FROM THE GENERAL FUND, AUTHORIZING THE 9 

APPLICATION OF A LOAN FOR SAID PURCHASE, AND 10 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ALL 11 

APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTS. 12 

  13 

WHEREAS, One of the two Public Works dump truck has been taken out of service due 14 

to extensive frame damage making it cost prohibitive to repair; and 15 

 16 

WHEREAS, It is necessary to have two in the work fleet as they are often used 17 

simultaneously and to have one available when the other is down for repairs or maintenance; 18 

and 19 

  20 

WHEREAS, Public Works can utilize the State’s purchase contract and recognize a 21 

$27,000 savings from the normal retail price for the same truck; and 22 

 23 

WHEREAS, Public Works has looked at used trucks and finds that the age and cost to 24 

outfit it to serve their needs makes a new truck purchased through the State contract a 25 

preferred option. 26 

  27 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF HOMER ORDAINS: 28 

  29 

Section 1. The Homer City Council hereby amends the FY 2015 Operating Budget by 30 

appropriating $150,000 from the Public Works Vehicle Depreciation Fund for the purchase of 31 

a new dump truck. 32 

 33 

Expenditure: 34 

Account                           Description    Amount                             35 

152-0383   Dump Truck              $150,000 36 

 37 

Section 2. The Homer City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to apply for and 38 

secure a 2.833% loan (through Construction Machinery Inc.) in the amount of $150,000 for the 39 

dump truck purchase for the term of 60 months. 40 

  41 
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ORDINANCE 15-31 

CITY OF HOMER 

 

Section 3. This is a budget amendment ordinance only, is not permanent in nature, 42 

and shall not be codified. 43 

  44 

               ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA this _____ day of 45 

______________, 2014. 46 

  47 

CITY OF HOMER 48 

  49 

 50 

______________________ 51 

MARY E. WYTHE, MAYOR 52 

  53 

ATTEST: 54 

 55 

 56 

____________________________ 57 

JO JOHNSON, MMC, CITY CLERK 58 

 59 

  60 

AYES: 61 

NOES: 62 

ABSTAIN: 63 

ABSENT: 64 

 65 

 66 

  67 

First Reading: 68 

Public Reading: 69 

Second Reading: 70 

Effective Date: 71 

 72 

 73 

  74 

Reviewed and approved as to form: 75 

  76 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 77 

______________________      ____________________________ 78 

Mary K. Koester, City Manager                                                          Thomas F. Klinkner, City Attorney 79 

  80 

Date: _________________                                                             Date: _______________________     81 

 82 
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Kathy Smith
4139 Kachemak Way
Homer, AK  99603

August 21, 2015
To the Members of the Homer City Council

I moved to the Homer area in 1974  and have been a permanent Homer city 
resident since 1985. I would like to comment on the proposed Beach Policy.

The use of Homer’s beaches has grown immensely since the last policy update 
in 2007. With the increase in visitors to our beaches, it is obvious that many of 
those policies no longer work.
I have been dismayed for a long time by the large numbers of vehicles on the 
berms and beaches. I used to like to walk the beach with my dog and my family. 
The noise of speeding cars and trucks on Bishops Beach has ruined this 
experience for us.  I am fully prepared to accept the ban on motorized vehicles 
as was proposed by the beach task force.
It is my understanding that this proposed ban has now been modified. At the 
very least, I believe that a total ban on vehicles to the east side of the beach 
should be banned altogether and that any remaining traffic  should be controlled 
by a speed limit of 10 miles per hour.

As to those folks who still gather coal, as I used to do when I first lived in 
Homer, I hope that any coal-gathering beaches outside the non-motorized-
vehicle-area will be identified and available for use. 

As regards pets, I agree with  on-leash and poop clean-up policies as proposed. 
I believe glass should also be banned. I really hope that the end result of all 
these changes will be less trash on our beaches.

I believe we must look toward the future and put in place a Beach Policy that will  
best benefit not just people, but all resident and visiting populations of Homer, 
including birds and marine life.

Thank you, 
Kathy Smith
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P.O. Box 2994
Homer AK 99603

August 21, 2015

Homer City Council
City of Homer
Homer AK 99603

Dear Council Members:

I appreciate the hard work it takes to find a solution for the problems on our beaches.  I 
hope you will take the time to examine the extensive information provided by the Parks 
and Recreation Commission.

The most talked about area is Bishops Beach because it has the most problems and the 
most use.  Since it is clear a compromise is needed to accommodate the different user 
groups and provide a safe place for families with children, creating clearcut user zones 
is reasonable and makes sense.  I urge you to make the voluntary pedestrian area to 
the east, “Zone 7,” a year-round “No Vehicles” area for many reasons:

1.  The owner of most of this part of Bishops Beach is the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.  They have a mandate to protect habitat for migratory birds and for marine 
mammals.  The spokesperson for USFWS stated that they would like both berms and 
the part in between closed to vehicular use so that the berm can undergo natural 
restoration.  Closing Zone 7 to vehicles makes this area easier for the City and for 
USFWS to manage.

2. People driving vehicles on the berms in Zone 7 have destroyed most of the struggling 
vegetation that remains.  (See photos below Taken on April 3, 2015.)  If this were a 
closed area, most likely this vegetation would reestablish itself, stabilizing many parts 
of this storm berm.  The area between, if no longer compacted by vehicles, would be 
able to be colonized by seeds from the adjoining vegetated berm and other seeds 
brought by crows and other shorebirds that do use this area.

3. Seasonal use has problems and creates more headaches for enforcement.  Winter 
has dramatically changed in recent years so this area is not always frozen.  Vehicles 
would probably not always stay just on the compacted area, but would drive up on the 
berm for the view and parking.  A special zone would have to be established for the 
cars to park at the end.  If vehicles were required to drive on the shore side of the 
outer berm, depending on the tide, the vehicles would likely end up on the berm, 
again defeating restoration.  It would be too complicated to regulate a restriction of 
using the area at low tide only.  Access is not being denied to individuals, merely to 
vehicles.  
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4. This area is connected to the boardwalk.  People walking down from I & O very often 
are birding or enjoying a quiet walk.  Providing this one short quiet area will be a 
tremendous asset for the visiting public as well as local users.  

5.  If closed to vehicles and protected by a barrier and an ordinance that provides a tool 
for enforcement, local outdoor non-profits, USFWS, KNERR, and schools will have a 
ready-made beach restoration laboratory or classroom to study the changes.   

I also believe in the interest of protecting the habitat and wildlife that use USFWS land 
in Zone 7, this area should become a year-round dogs on leash only area.  I support 
more education about picking up dog feces on the beach and around town.  The City 
should provide more trash containers and bags for dog walkers.

Tufts of beach grass are surviving among all the car tracks on the storm berm in zone 7.
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Struggling patches of grass still exist between areas where cars have been parked.
 

         
Closeups of some of the grass in the larger photo above.
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Next to the compacted driven area are pockets of grass and other vegetation.

Close up of the area shown in photo above illustrates vehicle damage to vegetate areas.
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The lower, inner part of the outer storm berm has remnants of grass and vegetation.
 

So many cars are damaging the berm now, vegetation can hardly survive.
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There are still many difficult issues to deal with to the west on Bishops Beach.  Some 
things are out of control and are going to be difficult to manage.  One of the most 
serious is the drug problem.  Reckless driving is a safety issue for everyone.  I look 
forward to a compromise ordinance that allows for an area to the east without vehicles.
 
Sincerely,

Nina Faust
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MEMORANDUM 15-143 

 

TO:    MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:   MELISSA JACOBSEN, CMC, ACTING CITY CLERK 

DATE:  AUGUST 21, 2015  

SUBJECT: DEFERRED ASSESSMENT FOR SATTERWHITE-SMITH,  RIDGELY, AND JACKMAN-OLSON 

FOR THE HOMER NATURAL GAS SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

Beverly Satterwhite and Reginald Smith have applied for an assessment deferment for Kenai 

Peninsula Borough (KPB) Parcel Number 179-370-29. 

Paul and Anne Ridgely have applied for an assessment deferment for KPB Parcel Number 175-081-34. 

Kelly Jackman and Richard Olson have applied for an assessment deferment for KPB Parcel Number 

177-174-16 

Pursuant to HCC 17.04.190 Deferment of assessment payments for low income residents, assessments 

may be deferred if the person: 

1. Has an annual family income that is less than 125 percent of the current U.S. Health and Human 

Services Poverty Guidelines for Alaska; 

2. Owns or has a life tenancy in the assessed property, and permanently resides in a single-family 

dwelling on the property; and 

3. Is not determined by the City, after notice and hearing, to have been conveyed the property 

primarily for the purpose of obtaining the exemption. 

Documentation has been shown that the applicants meet the criteria established for a deferment of 

assessment payments. An assessment payment deferment is subject to approval by the Council. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review the Satterwhite/Smith and Ridgely applications for natural gas assessment deferment. Take 

action to approve or disapprove the application. 

Fiscal Impact: $9,788.31 unpaid balance. 
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August 21, 2015 

 

 

 

Beverly Satterwhite 

Reginald Smith 

2201 Aspen Lane 

Homer, AK 99603 

 

Dear Ms. Satterwhite and Mr. Smith, 

 

I have reviewed your application to defer the assessment for the natural gas special 

assessment district. At this time your income meets the amount allowed for a deferral.  

 

On August 24, 2015 the Homer City Council will be reviewing your request for deferral of 

assessment. Although your income does qualify, the deferral is subject to the approval of the 

City Council.  

 

If you wish to attend the meeting you are allowed to speak to the request for deferral at the 

beginning of the council meeting under Public Comments Upon Matters Already on the 

Agenda. The council meeting begins at 6:00 p.m. in Cowles Council Chambers at City Hall. 

 

I want to assure you the council packet will contain only your signed deferment request and 

will not include the supporting documents you filed with your request for deferment. Those 

documents will remain in our office as confidential, used only in determining your eligibility 

for the deferral.  

 

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this determination. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Melissa Jacobsen 

Acting City Clerk  
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August 21, 2015 

 

 

 

Paul and Anne Ridgely 

3675 Jennifer Place 

Homer, AK 99603 

 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Ridgley, 

 

I have reviewed your application to defer the assessment for the natural gas special 

assessment district. At this time your income meets the amount allowed for a deferral.  

 

On August 24, 2015 the Homer City Council will be reviewing your request for deferral of 

assessment. Although your income does qualify, the deferral is subject to the approval of the 

City Council.  

 

If you wish to attend the meeting you are allowed to speak to the request for deferral at the 

beginning of the council meeting under Public Comments Upon Matters Already on the 

Agenda. The council meeting begins at 6:00 p.m. in Cowles Council Chambers at City Hall. 

 

I want to assure you the council packet will contain only your signed deferment request and 

will not include the supporting documents you filed with your request for deferment. Those 

documents will remain in our office as confidential, used only in determining your eligibility 

for the deferral.  

 

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this determination. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Melissa Jacobsen 

Acting City Clerk  
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August 21, 2015 

 

 

 

Kelly Jackman 

Richard Olson 

P.O. Box 3145 

Homer, AK 99603 

 

Dear Ms. Jackman and Mr. Olson, 

 

I have reviewed your application to defer the assessment for the natural gas special 

assessment district. At this time your income meets the amount allowed for a deferral.  

 

On August 24, 2015 the Homer City Council will be reviewing your request for deferral of 

assessment. Although your income does qualify, the deferral is subject to the approval of the 

City Council.  

 

If you wish to attend the meeting you are allowed to speak to the request for deferral at the 

beginning of the council meeting under Public Comments Upon Matters Already on the 

Agenda. The council meeting begins at 6:00 p.m. in Cowles Council Chambers at City Hall. 

 

I want to assure you the council packet will contain only your signed deferment request and 

will not include the supporting documents you filed with your request for deferment. Those 

documents will remain in our office as confidential, used only in determining your eligibility 

for the deferral.  

 

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this determination. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Melissa Jacobsen 

Acting City Clerk  
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