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    JulyJulyJulyJuly----AugustAugustAugustAugust    

Monday 25th CITY COUNCIL Special Meeting 3:30 p.m. Worksession 

4:00 p.m. Committee of the Whole 5:00 p.m. Regular 

Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 27th PORT & HARBOR ADVISORY COMMISSION Worksession 

5:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday 28th CANNABIS ADVISORY COMMISSION Regular Meeting 

5:30 p.m. 

August 

Monday 1st EARLY VOTING Opens for the State of Alaska Primary 

Election 

Tuesday 2nd  LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD Regular Meeting 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 3rd ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION Worksession 5:30 

p.m. Regular Meeting 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday 12th ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

Monday 8th CITY COUNCIL Worksession 4:00 p.m. Committee of the 

Whole 5:00 p.m. and Regular Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

Regular Meeting Schedule 

City Council 2nd and 4th Mondays 6 p.m. 

Library Advisory Board 1st Tuesday except January, June,  

July, September and December 5:30 p.m. 

Economic Development Advisory Commission 2nd Tuesday 6 p.m. 

Parks, Art, Recreation and Culture Advisory Commission 3rd Thursday with the exception of 

January, July and December 5:30 p.m. 

Planning Commission 1st and 3rd Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

Port and Harbor Advisory Commission 4th Wednesday 5 p.m.  

(May-September 6:00 p.m.) 

Cannabis Advisory Commission 4th Thursday 5:30 p.m. 

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCILMEMBERS AND TERMS 

BETH WYTHE, MAYOR – 16  

BRYAN ZAK, COUNCILMEMBER - 16  

DAVID LEWIS, COUNCILMEMBER – 17 

GUS VAN DYKE, COUNCILMEMBER –   16  

CATRIONA REYNOLDS, COUNCILMEMBER – 17  

DONNA ADERHOLD, COUNCILMEMBER – 18  

HEATH SMITH, COUNCILMEMBER – 18 

City Manager, Katie Koester 

City Attorney, Holly Wells 

http://cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk for home page access, Clerk’s email address is: 

clerk@ci.homer.ak.us Clerk’s office phone number: direct line 235-3130, other 

number 435-3106. 

2016201620162016    
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HOMER CITY COUNCIL      SPECIAL MEETING 
491 E. PIONEER AVENUE       3:30 P.M. MONDAY  
HOMER, ALASKA        JULY 25, 2016 
www.cityofhomer-ak.gov       COWLES COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
           MAYOR BETH WYTHE 
                    COUNCIL MEMBER DAVID LEWIS 
         COUNCIL MEMBER BRYAN ZAK 
         COUNCIL MEMBER GUS VAN DYKE 
         COUNCIL MEMBER CATRIONA REYNOLDS  

COUNCIL MEMBER DONNA ADERHOLD  
COUNCIL MEMBER HEATH SMITH 
CITY ATTORNEY HOLLY WELLS 

                     CITY MANAGER KATIE KOESTER 
                       CITY CLERK JO JOHNSON 
 

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, 3:30 P.M.  
 
2. AGENDA APPROVAL (Only those matters on the noticed agenda may be considered, 

pursuant to City Council’s Operating Manual, pg. 5) 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS UPON MATTERS ALREADY ON THE AGENDA 
 
4. NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Memorandum 16-125, from City Clerk, Re: Request for Executive Session Pursuant to 

AS §44.62.310(c)(3), Matters, Which by Law, Municipal Charter, or Ordinances are 
Required to be Confidential. (Ethics Complaint No. 2016-01.) Page 7  

 
5. ADJOURNMENT NO LATER THAN 4:00 P.M.  
 Next Regular Meeting is Monday, August 8, 2016 at 6:00 p.m., Committee of the Whole 

5:00 p.m., and Worksession 4:00 p.m. All meetings scheduled to be held in the City Hall 
Cowles Council Chambers located at 491 E. Pioneer Avenue, Homer, Alaska. 
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HOMER CITY COUNCIL      WORKSESSION 
491 E. PIONEER AVENUE       4:00 P.M. MONDAY  
HOMER, ALASKA        JULY 25, 2016 
www.cityofhomer-ak.gov       COWLES COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
          MAYOR BETH WYTHE 
                    COUNCIL MEMBER DAVID LEWIS 
         COUNCIL MEMBER BRYAN ZAK 
         COUNCIL MEMBER GUS VAN DYKE 
         COUNCIL MEMBER CATRIONA REYNOLDS  

COUNCIL MEMBER DONNA ADERHOLD 
COUNCIL MEMBER HEATH SMITH 
CITY ATTORNEY HOLLY WELLS 

                     CITY MANAGER KATIE KOESTER 
                       CITY CLERK JO JOHNSON 

 
WORKSESSION AGENDA 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER, 4:00 P.M. 
 
Mayor Wythe has requested excusal. 
 
2. AGENDA APPROVAL (Only those matters on the noticed agenda may be considered, 
 pursuant to City Council’s Operating Manual, pg. 5) 
 
3. STRATEGIC DOING- HEROIN/OPIOID EPIDEMIC  
 
4. COMMENTS OF THE AUDIENCE 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT NO LATER THAN 4:50 P.M.  
 Next Regular Meeting is Monday, August 8, 2016 at 6:00 p.m., Committee of the Whole 

5:00 p.m., and Worksession 4:00 p.m. All meetings scheduled to be held in the City Hall 
Cowles Council Chambers located at 491 E. Pioneer Avenue, Homer, Alaska. 
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HOMER CITY COUNCIL      COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
491 E. PIONEER AVENUE       5:00 P.M. MONDAY  
HOMER, ALASKA        JULY 25, 2016 
www.cityofhomer-ak.gov       COWLES COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
           MAYOR BETH WYTHE 
                    COUNCIL MEMBER DAVID LEWIS 
         COUNCIL MEMBER BRYAN ZAK 
         COUNCIL MEMBER GUS VAN DYKE 
         COUNCIL MEMBER CATRIONA REYNOLDS  

COUNCIL MEMBER DONNA ADERHOLD  
COUNCIL MEMBER HEATH SMITH 
CITY ATTORNEY HOLLY WELLS 

                     CITY MANAGER KATIE KOESTER 
                       CITY CLERK JO JOHNSON 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER, 5:00 P.M. 
 
Mayor Wythe has requested excusal. 

 
2. AGENDA APPROVAL (Only those matters on the noticed agenda may be considered, 
 pursuant to City Council’s Operating Manual, pg. 6) 
 
3. Public Safety Building Review Committee – Overview of Project to date   Page 121 
 
4. Resolution 16-078, A Resolution of the Homer City Council Approving 

Memorandum 16-120 Establishing Conditions Under Which Adjacent and 
Benefitted Property Owners can Connect to the Shellfish Avenue/South Slope 
Drive Water Main Project. City Manager/Public Works Director.           Page 101 

 
 Memorandum 16-120 from Public Works Director as backup          Page 103 
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
5. REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
 
6. COMMENTS OF THE AUDIENCE 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT NO LATER THAN 5:50 P.M.  
 Next Regular Meeting is Monday, August 8, 2016 at 6:00 p.m., Committee of the Whole 

5:00 p.m., and Worksession 4:00 p.m. All meetings scheduled to be held in the City Hall 
Cowles Council Chambers located at 491 E. Pioneer Avenue, Homer, Alaska. 
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CALL TO ORDER 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

AGENDA APPROVAL
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HOMER CITY COUNCIL     REGULAR MEETING 
491 E. PIONEER AVENUE      6:00 P.M. MONDAY  
HOMER, ALASKA       JULY 25, 2016 
www.cityofhomer-ak.gov      COWLES COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
          MAYOR BETH WYTHE 
                    COUNCIL MEMBER DAVID LEWIS 
         COUNCIL MEMBER BRYAN ZAK 
         COUNCIL MEMBER GUS VAN DYKE 
         COUNCIL MEMBER CATRIONA REYNOLDS  

COUNCIL MEMBER DONNA ADERHOLD  
COUNCIL MEMBER HEATH SMITH 
CITY ATTORNEY HOLLY WELLS 

                     CITY MANAGER KATIE KOESTER 
         CITY CLERK JO JOHNSON 

                      
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

 
Special Meeting 3:30 p.m., Worksession 4:00 p.m., and Committee of the Whole 5:00 p.m. 
in Homer City Hall Cowles Council Chambers.    
  
1. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
Mayor Wythe has requested excusal. 
 
Department Heads may be called upon from time to time to participate via teleconference. 
 
2. AGENDA APPROVAL 
 
(Addition of items to or removing items from the agenda will be by unanimous consent of the 
Council. HCC 1.24.040.) 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS UPON MATTERS ALREADY ON THE AGENDA 
 
4. RECONSIDERATION 
  
5. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
(Items listed below will be enacted by one motion. If separate discussion is desired on an 
item, that item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on the Regular Meeting 
Agenda at the request of a Councilmember.) 
 
A. Homer City Council unapproved Regular meeting minutes of June 25, 2016. City Clerk. 

Recommend adoption.       Page 27 
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B. Memorandum 16-115 from Mayor Wythe Re: Appointment of Claire Keisel to the 
Economic Development Advisory Commission.    Page 41 

 
C. Memorandum 16-116 from Mayor Pro Tempore Lewis: Re: Appointment of Clark Fair 

to the Parks, Art, Recreation and Culture Advisory Commission and Ingrid Abrahamson 
to the Advisory Planning Commission.    Page 45 

 
D. Ordinance 16-39, An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Appropriating 

Funds in the Amount Of $5,000 from the Public Safety Building Fund for Public 
Information Campaign in Support of the Ballot Proposition to Issue General Obligation 
Bonds not to Exceed $12 Million Dollars to Finance the Acquisition and Construction of 
a Police Station and Provide for an Increase in the Rate of City Sales Tax from 4.5% to 
5.15% from April 1 through September 30 with the Increase Providing Funds to Pay 
Debt Service on the General Obligation Bonds and Expiring on September 30 the Year 
when the City has Received Sufficient Funds from the Increase to Pay all of that Debt 
Service, Including Information that may Influence the Outcome of the Election on the 
Proposition. Mayor. Recommended dates: Introduction July 25, 2016, Public Hearing 
and Second Reading August 8, 2016.    Page 51 
 

 Memorandum 16-117 from Deputy City Clerk as backup.  Page 55 
 
E. Ordinance 16-40, An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Transferring 

Recreational Powers to the Kenai Peninsula Borough for the Leasing of Borough 
Property as a Site for an Indoor Athletic Field. City Manager. Recommended dates: 
Introduction July 25, 2016, Public Hearing and Second Reading August 8, 2016. 

          Page 57 
F. Ordinance 16-41, An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Amending the FY 

2016 Operating Budget to Provide for Necessary Mid-Year Adjustments by 
Appropriating and Transferring  Funds from the General, Water and Sewer and Port 
and Harbor Funds.  City Manager/Finance Director. Recommended dates: Introduction 
July 25, 2016, Public Hearing and Second Reading August 8, 2016. Page 65 

 
 Memorandum 16-118 from City Manager as backup.   Page 118 
 
G. Ordinance 16-42, An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska Enacting Homer 

City Code 10.04.115, Appeal from Port and Harbor Citation Issued Pursuant to Homer 
City Code Title 7 and Homer City Code Title 10. City Manager/Port Director. 
Recommended dates: Introduction July 25, 2016, Public Hearing and Second Reading 
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August 8, 2016.        Page 85 
 
H.  Resolution 16-077, A Resolution of the Homer City Council Clarifying how 

Assessments will be Levied on a Portion of Government Lot 2 Split by Kachemak Drive 
as it Relates to Phase I and III of the Kachemak Drive Water and Sewer Improvement 
Projects. City Manager/Public Works Director.    Page 91 

 
 Memorandum 16-119 from Public Works Director as backup.  Page 93 
 
I. Resolution 16-078, A Resolution of the Homer City Council Approving Memorandum 

16-xxx Establishing Conditions Under Which Adjacent and Benefitted Properties can 
Connect to the Shellfish Avenue/South Slope Drive Water Main Project. City 
Manager/Public Works Director.      Page 101 

 
 Memorandum 16-120 from Public Works Director as backup.  Page 103 
 
J. Resolution 16-079, A Resolution of the City Council of Homer Alaska, Approving a 

Policy and Procedure for the Waiver of Penalties on Delinquent Special Assessment 
Payments. Lewis.        Page 107 

 
 Memorandum 16-121 from City Manager as backup.   Page 111 
 
6. VISITORS 
 
A. Public Safety Building Review Committee – Overview of Project to date (10 minutes) 
           Page 121 
 
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/BOROUGH REPORT/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
A. Borough Report 
 
B. Commissions/Board Reports: 
 

1. Library Advisory Board 
 
2. Homer Advisory Planning Commission 
 
3. Economic Development Advisory Commission 
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4. Parks Art Recreation and Culture Advisory Commission 
 

 5. Port and Harbor Advisory Commission 

6. Cannabis Advisory Commission 

8. PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
 
A. Ordinance 16-36, An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Amending the FY 

2016 Operating Budget by Appropriating $9,970.00 From Sewer Reserves for the 
Removal of an Underground Fuel Storage Tank at the Sewer Treatment Plant. City 
Manager/Public Works Director.  Recommended dates: Introduction June 27, 2016, 
Public Hearing and Second Reading July 25, 2016.    Page 137 

 
 Memorandum 16-109 from Public Works Director as backup.  Page 141 
 
B. Ordinance 16-37, An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Accepting and 

Appropriating a Donation From Paul M. Hertzmann, Inc., Vintage Photography of San 
Francisco, California, in the Amount of $1,000.00 for the Homer Public Library and 
Stipulating That the Funds be Segregated and Used by the Library in Support of Its 
Mission to Provide Library Services. City Manager/Library Director. Recommended 
dates: Introduction June 27, 2016, Public Hearing and Second Reading July 25, 2016. 

           Page 143 
 Memorandum 16-110 from Library Director as backup.   Page 147 
 
C. Ordinance 16-38, An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Amending 

Homer City Code Title 20, Animals, Regarding the Regulation and Impoundment of 
Animals, and Penalties for Animal Violations. City Manager/Police Chief. 
Recommended dates: Introduction June 27, 2016, Public Hearing and Second Reading 
July 25, 2016.         Page 149 

 
Ordinance 16-38(S), An Ordinance of the City Council Of Homer, Alaska, Amending 
HCC 7.04.030, Traffic Fine Schedules, and Enacting Homer City Code Chapter 7.15, 
Animals in Vehicles, Regarding Animals in Vehicles; and Amending Homer City Code 
Title 20, Animals, Regarding The Regulation and Impoundment of Animals, and 
Penalties for Animal Violations. City Manager/Police Chief. Recommended dates: 
Introduction June 27, 2016, Public Hearing and Second Reading July 25, 2016. 
          Page 167 

Memorandum 16-111 from Deputy City Clerk as backup.   Page 183 
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 Memorandum 16-114 from City Attorney as backup.   Page 189 
 Resolution 15-057        Page 193 
   
9. ORDINANCE(S) 
 
10. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
A. City Manager’s Report       Page 199 
 
B. Memorandum 16-122 from City Clerk re: Marijuana Petition  Page 243 
 
C. Memorandum 16-123 from Deputy City Clerk re: AML Position Statement  Page 245 
 
D.  Bid Report         Page 265 
 
11. CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 
 
12. COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
A. Employee Committee Report 
 
B. Public Safety Building Review Committee 
 
C. Americans with Disabilities Act Compliance Committee 
 
13. PENDING BUSINESS 
           
14. NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Memorandum 16-124, from Deputy City Clerk re: Natural Gas Assessment Deferral. 
           Page 275 
15. RESOLUTIONS 
16. COMMENTS OF THE AUDIENCE 
17. COMMENTS OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
18. COMMENTS OF THE CITY CLERK 
19.  COMMENTS OF THE CITY MANAGER 
20.  COMMENTS OF THE MAYOR 
21.  COMMENTS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
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22. ADJOURNMENT 
 Next Regular Meeting is Monday, August 8, 2016 at 6:00 p.m., Committee of the Whole 

5:00 p.m., and Worksession 4:00 p.m. All meetings scheduled to be held in the City Hall 
Cowles Council Chambers located at 491 E. Pioneer Avenue, Homer, Alaska. 
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HOMER CITY COUNCIL  UNAPPROVED 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 27, 2016 

 

 1 070116 mj 
 

Session 16-14 a Regular Meeting of the Homer City Council was called to order on June 27, 2016 at 6:00 
p.m. by Mayor Mary E. Wythe at the Homer City Hall Cowles Council Chambers located at 491 E. 

Pioneer Avenue, Homer, Alaska, and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PRESENT:      COUNCILMEMBERS:  ADERHOLD, LEWIS, REYNOLDS, SMITH, ZAK 
 
  ABSENT: VAN DYKE (excused) 

 
   STAFF:  CITY MANAGER KOESTER 

    CITY CLERK JOHNSON 
    DEPUTY CITY CLERK JACOBSEN 

 

Council met as Committee of the Whole to discuss Ordinance 16-38, and Consent and Regular Agenda 
meeting items.  
 

Mayor Wythe ruled Councilmember Van Dyke’s absence as excused. No objection was voice by 
Council. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
 

(Addition of items to or removing items from the agenda will be by unanimous consent of the Council. 
HCC 1.24.040.) 
 
The following change was made:  Ordinance 16-30(S-2)(A), Bond Rate Forecast 

Mayor Wythe called for a motion for the approval of the agenda as amended. 
 

LEWIS/REYNOLDS SO MOVED 
 
There was no discussion. 
 

VOTE: NON OBJECTION: UNANIMOUS CONSENT 

 
Motion carried.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS UPON MATTERS ALREADY ON THE AGENDA 

 

There were no public comments. 

 
RECONSIDERATION 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 
(Items listed below will be enacted by one motion. If separate discussion is desired on an item, that 

item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda at the 
request of a Councilmember.) 
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HOMER CITY COUNCIL   

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 27, 2016 

 

 2 070116 mj 
 

A. Homer City Council unapproved Special and Regular meeting minutes of June 13, 2016. City 

Clerk. Recommend adoption.       

 

B. Memorandum 16-108, from Deputy City Clerk, Re: Seasonal Addendum to Liquor License for 

Grace Ridge Brewing, Inc.       

 

C. Ordinance 16-36, An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Amending the FY 2016 

Operating Budget by Appropriating $9,970.00 From Sewer Reserves for the Removal of an 

Underground Fuel Storage Tank at the Sewer Treatment Plant. City Manager/Public Works 

Director.  Recommended dates: Introduction June 27, 2016, Public Hearing and Second 

Reading July 25, 2016.     

 

 Memorandum 16-109 from Public Works Director as backup.   

 

D. Ordinance 16-37, An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Accepting and 

Appropriating a Donation From Paul M. Hertzmann, Inc., Vintage Photography of San 

Francisco, California, in the Amount of $1,000.00 for the Homer Public Library and Stipulating 

That the Funds be Segregated and Used by the Library in Support of Its Mission to Provide 

Library Services. City Manager/Library Director. Recommended dates: Introduction June 27, 

2016, Public Hearing and Second Reading July 25, 2016. 

            

 Memorandum 16-110 from Library Director as backup.    

 

E. Ordinance 16-38, An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Amending Homer City 

Code Title 20, Animals, Regarding the Regulation and Impoundment of Animals, and Penalties 

for Animal Violations. City Manager/Police Chief. Recommended dates: Introduction June 27, 

2016, Public Hearing and Second Reading July 25, 2016.      

 

 Memorandum 16-111 from Deputy City Clerk as backup.    

 Memorandum 16-114 from City Attorney as backup.    

 

F. Resolution 16-074, A Resolution of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Placing a Moratorium 

on All New Water or Sewer Special Assessment Districts Until the Debt Service Ratio for the 

Homer Accelerated Water and Sewer Fund is Above 1.25 and Directing the Homer Advisory 

Planning Commission to Develop Procedures for Applying and Lifting the Debt Service Ratio 

Restrictions. City Manager. Recommend adoption.      

    

G. Resolution 16-075, A Resolution of the Homer City Council Updating the Library Mission 

Statement. City Clerk/Library Advisory Board. Recommend adoption. 

            

 Memorandum 16-112 from Library Advisory Board as backup.   

28



HOMER CITY COUNCIL   

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 27, 2016 

 

 3 070116 mj 
 

 

H. Resolution 16-076, A Resolution of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Approving a Contract 

for General Counsel Legal Services to the Firm of Birch Horton Bittner and Cherot in the 

Monthly Amount of $11,500.00 and Authorizing the City Manager to Execute the Appropriate 

Documents. Mayor/City Council. Recommend adoption. 

            

 Memorandum 16-113 from City Manager as backup.     

 

Mayor Wythe called for a motion for the approval of the recommendations of the consent agenda as 

read. 

 

LEWIS/REYNOLDS SO MOVED 

 

There was no discussion. 

 

VOTE: NON OBJECTION: UNANIMOUS CONSENT 

 

Motion carried.  

 

VISITORS 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/BOROUGH REPORT/COMMISSION REPORTS 

 

A. Mayor’s Proclamation – July as Parks and Recreation Month   

 

Mayor Wythe acknowledged July and Parks and Recreation Month and encouraged that everyone get 

out and enjoy the parks, July should be a great month. 

 

B. Mayor’s Proclamation – July 4th Parade 2016     

 

Mayor Wythe read and presented the proclamation to Jan Knutson of the Chamber of Commerce.  Ms. 

Knutson commented on this year’s parade events and handed out parade flyers to display.  

 

C. Borough Report 

 

D. Commissions/Board Reports: 

 

1. Library Advisory Board 
2. Homer Advisory Planning Commission 
 
 a. Minutes of June 15, 2016      
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HOMER CITY COUNCIL   

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 27, 2016 

 

 4 070116 mj 
 

3. Economic Development Advisory Commission 
 

4. Parks Art Recreation and Culture Advisory Commission 
 
Parks Art Recreation and Culture Advisory Commissioner Louise Ashmun reported they have started 
updating their bylaws and working on receiving new art for the Library. The commission addressed a 
neighbors complaints about the noise at the disk golf course  and started the discussion about what 

might work to reduce issues between neighbors and park users, including hours, physical barriers, 
and working with the Disc Golf Association to do some self-monitoring of the area. They are 
continuing to review and revise beach policy to correlate with the new ordinance about driving on the 
beach and to get signage for the new rules.  They are hoping the Council can take action on a 

recommendation from the Commission about dogs and leashes on city beaches and parking lots and 

are working hard to get Homer to embrace the notion of cleaning up after their pets. With relation to 
budgeting they discussed potential CIP projects and changing trail money to leverage matching 
grants for building small greenway projects to increase trail connectivity. Ms. Ashmun said the 

commission appreciates Council and thanked them for the work they do working with and for the 
Commission. 
 
 5. Port and Harbor Advisory Commission 

 6. Cannabis Advisory Commission 

Councilmember Lewis reported the Commission is working with the City Attorney on an excise tax on 
cannabis products. 
 

E. Thank You From Kachemak Nordic Ski Club     

 
F. Thank You From Homer Food Pantry      
 
G. Huffington Post Article - 8 Quirky Spots Where You’re Free To Be You And Me 

            
PUBLIC HEARING(S) 

 

A. Ordinance 16-30(S-2)(A), An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Authorizing the 

City to Issue General Obligation Bonds in the Principal Amount of Not to Exceed $12,000,000 to 

Finance the Acquisition and Construction of a Police Station; Amending HCC 9.16.010 to 

Provide for an Increase in the Rate of the City Sales Tax From 4.5% to 5.5% From April 1 

Through September 30, With the Increase Providing Funds to Pay Debt Service on the General 

Obligation Bonds and Expiring on September 30 of the Year When the City Has Received 

Sufficient Funds From the Increase to Pay All of That Debt Service; and Submitting the 

Question of the Issuance of the Bonds and the Sales Tax Rate Increase to the Qualified Voters 

of the City at the October 4, 2016 Regular City Election. Smith. Introduction May 23, 2016, 

Public Hearings June 13 and 27, 2016, and Second Reading June 27, 2016.   

     

 Memorandum 16-091 from City Attorney as backup.     

 Memorandum 16-092 from City Manager as backup.    
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HOMER CITY COUNCIL   

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 27, 2016 

 

 5 070116 mj 
 

 

Ken Castner, city resident and Public Safety Building Review Committee Member, commented in 

support of Ordinance 16-30(S-2)(A) and not to exceed $12 million seems like a fair limit. He explained 

he isn’t sure of the exact bonding that will be needed and one thing that has been important all along 

is to make sure any existing uses being held at the HERC location would not be orphaned so there is 

some money in their draft budget to move the skateboard park to another location on the property. 

Mr. Castner explained the committee has worked hard to bring in a facility that utilizes an existing 

building, maximizes the asphalt already there, and noted the property has adequate water and sewer 

system capacity.  They are still in the planning stages and in the next three weeks they should be 

coming back with better plans, elevations, and budgets. 

 

Tom Zitzman commented he doesn’t have any objection to the police department expansion.  He 

questions asking the population to approve a $12 million bond. The 1% sales tax will have a minor 

impact on many residents, but a huge impact on others.  When debating the issue of driving on the 

beach, a lot of testimony was from residents needing coal to heat their home. He asked council not to 

lose sight of that. He isn’t familiar with the process of deciding on the construction and location 

decisions for the building. He noted the recent sale of the Kachemak Foods building and it would cost 

$4 or $5 million to renovate that structure and might have been an acceptable alternative for the 

police department.  Mr. Zitzman added this might not be the best time to use the sales tax for a 

building project of $12 million.  The bond credit rating at the state is going to be adversely impacted 

because of the disagreement in Juneau for funding the state budget. The figures in the packet may 

not project the negative impact if the state’s credit rating is adversely impacted. He touched on the 

possibility of being able to lease space at the HERC building.  

 

Scott Adams, city resident, said he has attended some of the Public Safety Building Review Committee 

meetings and said he appreciates the committees work but thinks there are additional cuts that can 

be made. He expressed concern about the indoor shooting range and its added cost isn’t necessary. 

Another cut he thinks should be looked at is the fitness support and the gymnasium.  He thinks the 

dispatch cost is high and questions why it is so high.  Regarding the tax increase, Mr. Adams said first 

they want to tax for the bond and questioned if they will tax to run it.  He questions how much it will 

cost to run the building and employees.  He thinks the number needs to be lower than $12 million and 

thinks $9 million is a more acceptable cost.  

 

Nancy Hillstrand said she thinks we are in a time of extreme uncertainty in the world and our state, 

and this is not the time to be doing this type of work.  England just pulled away from the EU and these 

are just uncertain times everywhere.  This puts it on the back of the business people and the visitors.  

She thinks we need to slow down on this.  She is happy the older building is being used, but we need 

to stay within our means, and $12 million isn’t within our means.  We are a small town and need to 

think as such.   
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HOMER CITY COUNCIL   

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 27, 2016 

 

 6 070116 mj 
 

Mayor Wythe called for a motion for the adoption of Ordinance 16-30 (S-2)(A) by reading of title only 

for second and final reading. 

 

LEWIS/REYNOLDS SO MOVED 

 

Councilmember Smith noted the information in the supplemental packed and thinks they need to 

lower the 1% to something closer to what is needed to pay the bond. He believes lowering the 1% to 

.65% will give them enough to pay down the bond and address fluctuation in the rates. 

 

SMITH/REYNOLDS MOVED TO AMEND ORDINANCE 16-30 (S-2)(A) ALL OCCURRENCES OF THE SALES 

TAX RATE OF 5.5% TO 5.15% AND THE RATE OF INCREASE FROM 1% TO .65%. 

  

There was discussion that it’s based on a 30 year bond of $12 million, using the information in the 

bond schedule included in the bond schedule in the laydown packet.  

 

Question was raised if there is savings in using the 1% and paying the bond down quicker. 

Councilmember Smith said there would be a savings, but the mechanisms we have to close the 

budget gap are sales tax, property tax and possibly paring back the HART. Paring this back to to .65 

allows us the .35 if needed to close the gap.  This change will allow them to leverage better. 

 

Questions to the City Manager were confirming if she believes the .65% is adequate and if increments 

other than .0 or .5, are acceptable and if it causes additional burden to business owners.  

 

City Manager Koester responded that the adequacy of the .65 depends on how many years the bond is 

amortized over and thinks Councilmember Smith took that into account.  In all likelihood with 

inflation and so forth we will probably bring more and paying off more quickly so she is comfortable 

with it.  Regarding the increments of sales tax there has been testimony that the more complicated 

the sales tax is, the more difficult it is for the businesses.  

 

Councilmember Lewis noted that the comments about giving us the .35% cushion in case we need it 

for HART, his issue is that we would be going back to the voters in a year or two for another sales tax 

increase to cover something else.   

 

VOTE (Amendment): YES: SMITH, ADERHOLD, REYNOLDS, ZAK 

   NO: LEWIS 

 

Motion carried.  

 

Councilmember Lewis added that we have had a lot of comments for and against doing this at this 

time. He noted that the Council isn’t approving the project tonight; they are approving asking the 

voters to make the final decision in October. 
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VOTE (Main motion as amended): YES: ADERHOLD, REYNOLDS, LEWIS, ZAK, SMITH 

 

Motion carried.  

 

B. Ordinance 16-31, An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Accepting and 

Appropriating a Commercial Vessel Passenger Tax Program Pass Through Grant From the 

Kenai Peninsula Borough for Calendar Year 2015 in the Amount of $27,055.00, and Authorizing 

the City Manager to Execute the Appropriate Documents. City Manager. Introduction June 13, 

2016, Public Hearing and Second Reading June 27, 2016.  

             

Scott Adams, city resident, noted the Harbormaster’s comments from the earlier meeting that the 

funds will be used for a mooring buoy.  He thinks that sounds more like maintenance and should be 

funded by the harbor funds and not the cruise ship funds. 

 
Mayor Wythe called for a motion for the adoption of Ordinance 16-31 by reading of title only for 

second and final reading.  
 
LEWIS/REYNOLDS SO MOVED 
 

LEWIS/REYNOLDS MOVE TO AMEND STARTING ON LINE 25 AFTER PROCEEDS OF THIS GRANT FOR 
STRIKE EVERYTHING TO THE END AND REPLACE WITH DEEP WATER DOCK NORTH MOORING BUOY.  
 

Councilmember Lewis acknowledged Mr. Adams’ comments and noted that the cruise ship uses the 
mooring buoy and thinks it’s a good way to use the cruise ship funds instead of the port and harbor 

budget. 
 
Councilmember Smith said all ships that tie up to that dock use the buoy, so it is a good point that its 
maintenance and maybe it should be considered as such.  

 

VOTE: (Amendment): NON OBJECTION: UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
 
Motion carried.  

 
There was no further discussion.  

 
VOTE: (Main motion as amended): NON OBJECTION: UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
 

Motion carried. 
 

C. Ordinance 16-32, An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Amending the FY 2016 
Operating Budget by Appropriating $64,149 From the Fire Donations Fund to Purchase an 

Advanced Patient Care Simulator. City Manager/Fire Chief. Introduction June 13, 2016, Public 
Hearing and Second Reading June 27, 2016.       
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 Memorandum 16-096 from Fire Chief as backup.        
 

There was no public testimony. 

 

Mayor Wythe called for a motion for the adoption of Ordinance 16-32 by reading of title only for 

second and final reading. 

 

LEWIS/REYNOLDS SO MOVED 

 

There was no discussion.   

 

VOTE: NON OBJECTION: UNANIMOUS CONSENT 

 

Motion carried. 

 

D. Ordinance 16-33, An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Amending HCC 

21.41.040, Basis for Establishing Flood Hazard Areas, Adopting the Flood Insurance Study for 
the Kenai Peninsula Borough and Incorporated Areas, Alaska Dated October 20, 2016 With 
Accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Maps (Firms). Planning. Introduction June 13, 2016, 
Public Hearing and Second Reading June 27, 2016. 

             
 Memorandum 16-102 from City Planner as backup.    

 

There was no public testimony. 

 

Mayor Wythe called for a motion for the adoption of Ordinance 16-33 by reading of title only for 

second and final reading.  

 

REYNOLDS/ADERHOLD SO MOVED 

 

There was no discussion. 

 

VOTE: NON OBJECTION: UNANIMOUS CONSENT 

 

Motion carried.  

 

E. Ordinance 16-34, An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Amending the Homer 

City Zoning Map to Rezone Portions of the Urban Residential (UR) and Residential Office (RO) 

Zoning Districts to Central Business (CB) Zoning District. Planning. Introduction June 13, 2016, 

Public Hearing and Second Reading June 27, 2016.      
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 Memorandum 16-103 from City Planner as backup.      

 

Bill Smith, Pratt Museum Board Member, commented for the museums expansion project the lots 

need to be one zoning district and Central Business District is the most appropriate for the use on the 

property.  

 

Mayor Wythe called for a motion for the adoption of Ordinance 16-34 by reading of title only for 

second and final reading. 

 

LEWIS/REYNOLDS SO MOVED. 

 

There was no discussion. 

 

VOTE: NON OBJECTION: UNANIMOUS CONSENT 

 

Motion carried. 

 

F. Ordinance 16-35, An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Amending the FY 2016 

Operating Budget by Authorizing the Expenditure of $65,000 for the Purchase of Two Used 

Police Vehicles From the Police Fleet Reserves and Authorizing the City Manager to Execute 

the Appropriate Documents. City Manager. Introduction June 13, 2016, Public Hearing and 

Second Reading June 27, 2016.     

            

 Memorandum 16-104 from Police Lieutenant as backup.    

 

There was no public testimony. 
 

Mayor Wythe called for a motion for the adoption of Ordinance 16-35 by reading of title only for 
second and final reading.  
 
LEWIS/REYNOLDS SO MOVED 

 

There was no discussion. 
 

VOTE: NON OBJECTION: UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
 

Motion carried.  
 
ORDINANCE(S) 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

A. City Manager’s Report        
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City Manager Koester commented in addition to her written report she was asked to provide a letter of 

support from the City for a trails grant application for the Homer Cycling Club. It’s for funds to build 

mountain bike trails up near Diamond Ridge and Diamond Creek Recreational Area. The grant at this 

stage is planning insight and to bring a professional in. Given the amount of time before the next 

meeting she wanted to get a nod from the Council to draft the letter and include it in the next 

Manager’s report.   

 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 
 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
A. Employee Committee Report 
 

B. Public Safety Building Review Committee 
 
C. Americans with Disabilities Act Compliance Committee 
 
PENDING BUSINESS 

 
A. Resolution 16-063, A Resolution of the Homer City Council Maintaining the Water and Sewer 

Fees at the 2016 Rate and Updating the Homer Fee Schedule Accordingly. City 
Manager/Finance Director. Postponed from June 13, 2016.   

  
Resolution 16-063(S-2), A Resolution of the Homer City Council Maintaining the Water Fees at 
the 2016 Rate and Amending the Sewer Fees for Sewer Only Customers and Kachemak City 
Customers and Updating the Homer Fee Schedule Accordingly. Mayor.     
      

 
Memorandums 16-093 and 16-107 from City Manager as backup.                

 
Motion on the floor from June 13th: MOTION TO SUBSTITUTE RESOLUTION 16-063(S-2) FOR 

RESOLUTION 16-063.  
 
Councilmember Lewis said he doesn’t have a problem dropping the per gallon multiplier from 3500 to 

3000 but all the users within the city pay city sales tax, and users outside the city won’t be, even 

though they are using a city utility. 

 
LEWIS/REYNOLDS MOVED TO RETAIN THE $5 SERVICE CHARGE.  
 

Councilmember Aderhold asked if the potential change to Borough Code will enable the city to collect 

sales tax since the point of sale is inside the city.   
 

City Manager Koester replied it is her interpretation of the changes to Borough Code that would mean 
we would be able to collect sales tax on that.  She noted the changes haven’t been adopted yet. 

 

36



HOMER CITY COUNCIL   

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 27, 2016 

 

 11 070116 mj 
 

Councilmember Lewis suggested it could be contingent that if the borough code changes and we can 
collect the sales tax then we drop the $5 fee. 

 
Mayor Wythe commented that it might be more appropriate to wait for the sales tax decision then can 
address the $5 fee if they choose to.  
 
Councilmember Reynolds commented she would rather this directly correlate to sales tax than a $5 

monthly fee. 
 
VOTE: (Amendment): YES: SMITH, LEWIS 
   NO: REYNOLDS, ADERHOLD, ZAK 

 

Motion failed. 
 
VOTE (To substitute Resolution 16-063(S-2)): YES:  LEWIS, REYNOLDS, ZAK, ADERHOLD 

  NO: SMITH 
 
Motion carried.  
 
There was no further discussion. 

 
VOTE (Adoption of Resolution 16-36(S-2)):  YES: ZAK, SMITH, REYNOLDS, LEWIS, ADERHOLD 
 
Motion carried.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
RESOLUTIONS 

 

COMMENTS OF THE AUDIENCE 

 

Tom Zitzman commented that from a planning standpoint he would have felt better on Ordinance 16-

30 if was a firm amount and go to the population saying we need x number of dollars and we’re going 

to do it through a sales tax.  There are too many unknowns.  He asked them to sharpen their pencils 
and have that information to the public ASAP so we can start talking about what this really means as 

far as the cost, term of the bond, and interest rate.  He thinks they will have better possibility of 
getting this passed.  He added that it’s regrettable on a huge issue like this there have only been four 

or five people testify.  
 
Scott Adams, city resident, commented when Council talked about the 1% or .65, there was discussion 
of .35% that could go toward something else.  It sounded like if they get 1% they would take .65 
toward the building and .35 for something else. He asked about Resolution 16-076 he wonders what 

legal services this is for.  
 

Mayor Wythe commented that it is a new contract with the City Attorney because their current 
contract is expiring.  

 

37



HOMER CITY COUNCIL   

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 27, 2016 

 

 12 070116 mj 
 

Bill Overway, Kachemak City Mayor, thanked the City Manager and the Mayor for taking time to revisit 
the rates and compare what we had to where we’re at now.  We try to work together as a small 

community and try to support hockey and the new building they are talking about as they can.  They 
do believe in the two cities working together.  
 

COMMENTS OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
 
City Attorney Wells was not present. 
 
COMMENTS OF THE CITY CLERK 

 
City Clerk Johnson had no comment. 

 
COMMENTS OF THE CITY MANAGER 

 
City Manager Koester had no comment. 
 
COMMENTS OF THE MAYOR 
 

Mayor Wythe commented the actual number for the public safety building is being honed in. At the 
last meeting that number was less than $12 million already and we are just trying to whittle it down. 
She said there is a schedule in place for the public outreach and she believes it is available on line and 
there will be a concerted effort by the building committee to do outreach to the community.  Just as 

there have been very few people here to make comment there have been basically two people from 
the general public consistently concerned, interested, and participating in the process.  It is a big 

project, it just hasn’t had a lot of public participation at the meeting themselves. She thanked 
everyone for coming in tonight.  
 

COMMENTS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
 
Councilmember Smith thanked Mr. Adams and Mr. Zitzman for their input. He encouraged more 
public participation on the public safety building if people want to see and show some power in 

helping guide that process. Without public feedback there is no way for them to form what they 

present to council. He continues to support the new building but shares the concerns with others 
about the price tag. He knows Mr. Castner wants to do an educational program but money is money 
and$12 million is going to be a tough sell. He thinks there is work to do and looks forward to it being 

done. 

 
Councilmember Lewis thanked Kachemak City for all they have given to the town. He knows they have 
contributed a lot of money to the rink, they probably will to soccer and to other organizations as well. 

He knows people that live there who use a lot less than the 3000 gallons. In the long run they can get 

meters and save a fair amount of money there.  
 
Councilmember Reynolds commented the first syringe exchange program; they are calling the 
program The Exchange. They had participants come by, some dropping off syringes others picking up 

new supplies, some were able to take advantage of hepatitis C and HIV testing, and they were able to 

get some Narcan kits out. The kits are the first line of response if someone has an overdose 
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happening. The next one is July 5 from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  Some of the questions that came up centered 
around personal safety of coming to the exchange and if there was risk of being pulled over after 

participating in the exchange. They were able to reassure people that the police have been involved in 
getting the syringe exchange program in place and see the value of it. If anyone has questions about 
the program they can call Kachemak Bay Family Planning at 235-3136 to be connected with people 
who can answer questions. She thanked NOAA for the opportunity to tour their vessel Rainier; it was 
very informative and interesting. Tomorrow from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. there is a reception and mural tour 

for the Peonies on Pioneer project.  
 
Councilmember Aderhold commented on Wednesday and Friday 1:00 -3:00 p.m. there will be 
discovery labs hosted by the Kachemak Bay Research Reserve and encouraged people to attend.  This 

lab is near and dear to her because it will be about Gulf Watch Alaska.  

 
Councilmember Zak commented about his observation of the tourist visiting this season.  The 
chamber the number of visitors per day has doubled and they are taking pictures around Homer, so 

the stories about us living in igloos and its dark is no longer the case, the word is out and Homer is 
being discovered.  One of the most creative things he’s seen around town are the buckets with flags at 
the cross walks. It’s great to see the creative people in the community coming up with ideas to 
improve safety.  He reminded everyone there are lots of visitors here so we need to be aware of them 
and watch out for pedestrians.  A lot of the tourist he talks to really appreciate our communities 

hospitality.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Wythe adjourned the meeting at 

7:20 p.m. The next Regular Meeting is Monday, July 25, 2016 at 6:00 p.m., Committee of the Whole 5:00 
p.m., and Worksession 4:00 p.m. All meetings scheduled to be held in the City Hall Cowles Council 
Chambers located at 491 E. Pioneer Avenue, Homer, Alaska. 
 

 

        
MELISSA JACOBSEN, CMC, DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
 

Approved:        
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Memorandum 16-115 
 

TO:  HOMER CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:   MARY E. WYTHE, MAYOR 

DATE:   JUNE 6, 2016 

SUBJECT:  APPOINTMENT OF CLAIRE KIESEL TO THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY 

COMMISSION. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Claire Kiesel is appointed to the Economic Development Advisory Commission to replace Ken 

Sprague for a term that will expire April 1, 2018. 

    
RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Confirm the appointment of Claire Kiesel to the Economic Development Advisory Commission. 
 

Fiscal Note: N/A 
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Memorandum 16-116 
 

TO:  HOMER CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:   DAVID LEWIS, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 

DATE:   JULY 20, 2016 

SUBJECT:  APPOINTMENT OF CLARK FAIR TO THE PARKS, ART, RECREATION AND 

CULTURE ADVISORY COMMISSION AND INGRID ABRAHAMSON TO THE 

ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Clark Fair is appointed to the Parks, Art, Recreation and Culture Advisory Commission for a term that 

will expire October 31, 2019. 
 

Ingrid Abrahamson is appointed to the Advisory Planning Commission to fill the seat vacated by 

Shelly Erickson for a term that will expire July 1, 2019 
 

    

RECOMMENDATION: 

 
Confirm the appointment of Clark Fair to the Parks, Art, Recreation and Culture Advisory Commission 

and Ingrid Abrahamson to the Advisory Planning Commission. 

 
Fiscal Note: N/A 
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ORDINANCE REFERENCE SHEET 

  2016 ORDINANCE 
ORDINANCE 16-39 

 

An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Appropriating Funds in the Amount Of 
$5,000 from the Public Safety Building Fund for Public Information Campaign in Support of 

the Ballot Proposition to Issue General Obligation Bonds not to Exceed $12 Million Dollars to 

Finance the Acquisition and Construction of a Police Station and Provide for an Increase in 

the Rate of City Sales Tax from 4.5% to 5.15% from April 1 through September 30 with the 
Increase Providing Funds to Pay Debt Service on the General Obligation Bonds and Expiring 

on September 30 the Year when the City has Received Sufficient Funds from the Increase to 

Pay all of that Debt Service, Including Information that may Influence the Outcome of the 

Election on the Proposition. 

 

Sponsor: Mayor 
 

1. Council Regular Meeting July 25, 2016 Introduction 

 

 a. Memorandum 16-117 from Deputy City Clerk as backup 
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 CITY OF HOMER  1 

 HOMER, ALASKA  2 

 3 

Mayor/City Manager 4 

 ORDINANCE 16-39 5 

  6 

 7 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA, APPROPRIATING 8 

FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,000 FROM THE PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING FUND 9 

FOR A PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGN IN SUPPORT OF THE BALLOT 10 

PROPOSITION TO ISSUE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS NOT TO EXCEED $12 11 

MILLION DOLLARS TO FINANCE THE ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION OF A 12 

POLICE STATION AND PROVIDE FOR AN INCREASE IN THE RATE OF CITY SALES 13 

TAX FROM 4.5% TO 5.15% FROM APRIL 1 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30 WITH THE 14 

INCREASE PROVIDING FUNDS TO PAY DEBT SERVICE ON THE GENERAL 15 

OBLIGATION BONDS AND EXPIRING ON SEPTEMBER 30 THE YEAR WHEN THE 16 

CITY HAS RECEIVED SUFFICIENT FUNDS FROM THE INCREASE TO PAY ALL OF 17 

THAT DEBT SERVICE, INCLUDING INFORMATION THAT MAY INFLUENCE THE 18 

OUTCOME OF THE ELECTION ON THE PROPOSITION. 19 

 20 

 WHEREAS, City Council has previously shown through approval of Resolution 13-087(A) and Resolution 21 

14-093 that having a new Public Safety Building was one of the top five Capital Improvements Projects and due 22 

to the decline in revenues, particularly from the State of Alaska, the City faces the probability of the project not 23 

receiving additional funding; and 24 

  25 

 WHEREAS, The  City  Council  views  the  acquisition  and  construction  of  a  new  police  station  and  26 

related  capital  improvements  as  necessary  and  beneficial  to  the community, and determines that to fund 27 

such improvements general obligation bonds of the City should be authorized, issued and sold; and 28 

   29 

 WHEREAS, It is the Council’s duty and desire to ensure all city voters are aware of the impact that 30 

issuing General Obligation Bonds and implementing a seasonal .65% sales tax would have on the construction 31 

and financing of the new Police Station and facilities; and  32 

 33 

 WHEREAS, AS 15.13.145(c)(2) permits the City to provide the public with nonpartisan information about 34 

a ballot proposition, but AS 15.13.145(b) prohibits the City from using funds to influence the outcome of an 35 

election concerning a ballot proposition unless the City specifically appropriates the funds for that purpose by 36 

ordinance; and 37 

 38 

 WHEREAS, the Alaska Public Offices Commission (“APOC”), which enforces AS 15.13.145, has 39 

interpreted nonpartisan information permitted under AS 15.13.145(c)(2) very narrowly, so that the City cannot 40 

inform the public fully about the effects of the ballot proposition to issue general obligation bonds in an amount 41 

not to exceed $12 million dollars and increase the sales tax seasonally .65% April 1 through September 30 to pay 42 

debt service without including information that APOC likely would categorize as influencing the outcome of the 43 

election on the ballot proposition. 44 

 45 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF HOMER ORDAINS: 46 

 47 

 Section 1.  The City Council hereby appropriates funds from the Public Safety Building Project Fund 48 

Balance to provide public information on the ballot proposition to issue General Obligation Bonds Not To 49 

Exceed $12 Million Dollars to finance the acquisition and construction of a police station and provide for an 50 

increase in the rate of city sales tax from 4.5% to 5.15% from April 1 through September 30 with the increase 51 
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providing funds to pay debt service on the general obligation bonds and expiring on September 30 the year 52 

when the city has received sufficient funds from the increase to pay all of that debt service, including 53 

information that may influence the outcome of the election on the proposition. 54 

 55 

  56 

 Expenditure: 57 

 Account   Description     Amount 58 

 156-0337-5227  Public Information Campaign  59 

    on Ballot Proposition    $5,000.00 60 

 61 

 62 

Section 2. This is a budget amendment ordinance, is temporary in nature and shall not be codified. 63 

 64 

 65 

ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA, this ___day of _______, 2016. 66 

 67 

      CITY OF HOMER 68 

 69 

      _______________________ 70 

      MARY E. WYTHE, MAYOR 71 

 72 

ATTEST: 73 

 74 

___________________________ 75 

JO JOHNSON, MMC, CITY CLERK 76 

 77 

 78 

YES: 79 

NO: 80 

ABSTAIN: 81 

ABSENT: 82 

 83 

 84 

First Reading:  85 

Public Hearing: 86 

Second Reading: 87 

Effective Date: 88 

 89 

Reviewed and approved as to form: 90 

 91 

_________________________     ____________________________ 92 

Mary K. Koester, City Manager    Holly C. Wells, City Attorney 93 

 94 

Date: ____________________    Date: ________________________ 95 
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Memorandum 16-117 

TO:  MAYOR WYTHE AND CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:  PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING REVIEW COMMITTEE 

THRU:  RENEE KRAUSE, CMC, DEPUTY CITY CLERK I 

DATE:  JULY 7, 2016 

SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION ON FUNDING A PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGN THAT MAY 

INFLUENCE THE OUTCOME OF A BALLOT PROPOSITION TO ISSUE GENERAL 

OBLIGATION BONDS FOR THE PROPOSED POLICE STATION  

 

The Public Safety Building Review Committee at their regular meeting on June 29, 2016 made a 

recommendation in favor of submitting a recommendation to Council to approve funds for a public  

information campaign that may influence the vote on the ballot proposition that will ask the voters to 

approve issuing general obligation bonds not to exceed $12 million dollars and increase the city sales 

tax April 1st through September 30th from 4.5% to 5.15% with those increased funds going to pay down 

the debt service on the bonds issued. 

 

Following is the excerpt of the minutes from that meeting. 

 
A brief discussion ensued on Council requirement to approve the funding for the educational 
campaign for a Bond Request in the amount of $5000.00 to be in compliance with APOC. 

 
WYTHE/HOWARD – MOVED TO REQUEST COUNCIL APPROVE THE FUNDING REQUEST FOR THE 

EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE BOND PROPOSITION IN THE AMOUNT OF $5000  
 

There was a brief discussion on this request already being submitted. 

 

VOTE. YES. NON-OBJECTION. UNANIMOUS CONSENT. 

 
Motion carried. 

 
Committee member Howard requested a motion to approve the proposed program. 
 
WYHTE/ROBL – MOVED TO APPROVE THE EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN AS PRESENTED. 

 

There was no discussion. 
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VOTE. YES. NON-OBJECTION. UNANIMOUS CONSENT. 
 
Motion carried. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Approve the Public Safety Building Review Committee request for $5000 for the Public Information 

Campaign. 
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ORDINANCE REFERENCE SHEET 

  2016 ORDINANCE 
ORDINANCE 16-40 

 

An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Transferring Recreational Powers to the 
Kenai Peninsula Borough for the Leasing of Borough Property as a Site for an Indoor Athletic 

Field. 

 

Sponsor: City Manager 
 

1. Council Regular Meeting July 25, 2016 Introduction 
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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 
144 North Binkley Street • Soldotna, Alaska 99669-7520 

Toll-free within the Borough: 1-800-478-4441 
PHONE: (907) 262-4441 • FAX: (907) 262-1892 

www.kpb.us 

MEMORANDUM 

MIKE NAVARRE 
BOROUGH MAYOR 

TO: Blaine Gilman, Assembly President 
Members, Kenai Peninsul~ Borough Assembly 

THRU: Mike Navarre, Mayor tf'/ 
~lette Thompson, Borough Attorney 

FROM: ~ontague, Deputy Borough Attorney 

DATE: June 21, 2016 

SUBJECT: Amendment to Ordinance 2016-20 authorizing a negotiated lease at less than fair 
market value 

As reflected in an amendment memo in the assembly packet the proposed ordinance 
would lease a public asset for $1.00/year to a private organization for recreational purposes. 
This raised issues of conveying a public asset for a private purpose as well as the borough not 
having recreational powers within the city of Homer. Therefor, it was proposed that the Kenai 
Peninsula Borough lease the land to the City of Homer which has recreational powers and the 
city in tum could sublet the property to SAH Soccer, Inc. (SAH). However, it would be more 
efficient and straightforward for the Kenai Peninsula Borough to assume a limited portion of the 
city's recreation powers for the purpose of leasing the borough land to SAH for an indoor soccer 
facility. This would avoid dual approval processes and another layer of government in 
administering the lease over the next 20-30 years. The lease will contain provisions that the 
facility be open and available to the general public and the Kenai Peninsula Borough School 
District will be allowed a certain amount of usage to further ensure the borough's land is being 
used for public purposes. The transfer of a power from a city to a second class borough is 
authorized by AS 29.25.010(7) and AS 29.35.310. 

The administration respectfully requests the assembly approve the following amendments 
to this ordinance rather than the amendment memo submitted in the packet authorizing a lease to 
the City ofHomer. 

~ Amend the title by deleting the language in bald and stFieli:e& thFaugh and adding the 
language in bold and underline below: 

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A TRANSFER OF LIMITED RECREATIONAL 
POWERS FROM THE CITY OF HOMER AND AUTHORIZING A NEGOTIATED 

LEASE AT LESS THAN FAIR MARKET VALUE WITH SAH SOCCER, INC. dba SOCCER 
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Ordinance 2016-20 
June 21,2016 Amendment Memo Page 2 of4 

ASSOCIATION OF HOMER OF APPROXIMATELY 3.5 ACRES OF BOROUGH LAND 
ADJACENT TO THE HOMER MIDDLE SCHOOL FOR THE DEVELOPMENT, 

MANAGEMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF A YEAR-ROUND INDOOR FIELD AKA 
"SOUTH PENINSULA ATHLETIC AND RECREATION CENTER" 

~ Amend the second whereas clause by adding the language in bold and underline below: 

WHEREAS, the City of Homer commissioned the 2015 Parks, Art, Recreation and Culture 
(P ARC) Needs Assessment which identified as the most significant priority 
space needs for year-round indoor recreational activities, including those within 
the scope of the SP ARC indoor field; and 

~ Add the following four new whereas clauses before the last three whereas clauses as 
follows: 

WHEREAS, the Kenai Peninsula Borough comprehensive plan Goal 4.10 Objective 1 is to 
encourage coordination between the borough and cities which provide 
recreational facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Homer has recreational powers and the Kenai Peninsula Borough 
does not have recreational powers within the City of Homer; and 

WHEREAS, AS 29.25.010(7) and AS 29.35.310 provides that a city may transfer a power 
to a second class borough by ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the indoor recreational facility would be located within the South Kenai 
Peninsula Hospital Service Area which has wellness program powers; and 

~ Amend the second to last whereas clause by adding the language in bold and underline 
below: 

WHEREAS, the Kenai Peninsula Borough Board of Education at its regularly scheduled 
meeting of June 6, 2016 recommended the lease to SAH Soccer, Inc. for the 
development of an indoor soccer facility; and 

~ Amend the Section 1 by adding the following finding in bold and underline below: 

The City of Homer has recreational powers and a vision for indoor recreational 
facilities while the borough does not have recreational powers within the city 
limits of Homer but has a land management division that routinely manages 
leases for a variety of functions. 
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);;> Amend Section 3 by adding the language in bold and underline below: 

SECTION 3. That the Assembly m~es an exception to KPB 17.10.090 requiring classification 
prior to disposal. This exception is based on the following findings of facts 
pursuant to KPB 17.10.230: 

1. Special circumstances or conditions exist. 

A. KPB 17.1 0.080(A) states classification of property is for review, plan 
implementation and management purposes. The classification system 
designates the most appropriate uses for land and thereby guides 
borough management of such lands and implementation actions to 
provide for the identified uses. Classification immediately prior to 
disposal of borough land that has been specified for a certain use does 
not accomplish these purposes. 

B. The land use will be restricted by the terms of the lease. 

C. The proposed lease will facilitate ·a land use consistent with the prior 
field uses. 

D. The property is zoned by the City of Homer such that uses must 
conform to that zoning and applicable conditional use permitting 
processes. 

2. That the exception is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a 
substantial property right and is the most practical manner of complying 
with the intent of this chapter. 

A. This ordinance authorizes subject land to be leased to the Soccer 
Association of Homer on a non-competitive basis, at other than market 
value, pursuant to KPB 17.10.100(1) and 17.10.120(D). Classification 
will be redundant and not serve a useful purpose based on the findings 
ofNo. 1 above. 

3. That the granting of the exception will not be detrimental to the public 
welfare or injurious to other property in the area. 

A. The use of the subject land for indoor field purposes will benefit the 
public health and welfare by providing indoor recreational 
facilities and is consistent with prior field uses. 

B. The land is suitable for the proposed use and is compatible with 
adjacent land uses, subject also to city of Homer Zoning Codes. 
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);;> Add a new Section 8 by adding the language in bold and underline below: 

SECTION 8. That the Assembly hereby accepts from the City of Homer a transfer of 
limited recreational powers for the sole purpose of entering the lease which is 
the subject of this ordinance for the management, development, and 
maintenance of an indoor recreational facility. The borough shall exercise all 
powers and functions necessarily or fairly implied in or incident to the lease 
of the subject land for the management, development, and maintenance of an 
indoor recreational facility. 

);;> Ani end the last section by deleting the language in bold and · strieken through and 
adding the language in bold and underline below: 

SECTION 8,2. That this ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its enaetment. the 
adoption of an ordinance by the City of Homer transferring the power 
specified in Section 8 of this ordinance using significantly the same language 
to transfer the power as set forth in Section 8. 
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ORDINANCE REFERENCE SHEET 

  2016 ORDINANCE 
ORDINANCE 16-41 

 

An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Amending the FY 2016 Operating Budget 
to Provide for Necessary Mid-Year Adjustments by Appropriating and Transferring  Funds 

from the General, Water and Sewer and Port and Harbor Funds. 

 

Sponsor: City Manager 
 

1. Council Regular Meeting July 25, 2016 Introduction 

 

a. Memorandum 16-115 as backup 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

65



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

66



CITY OF HOMER 1 
HOMER, ALASKA 2 

                                                                                                     City Manager/ 3 
        Finance Director  4 

ORDINANCE 16-41 5 
 6 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA, AMENDING 7 
THE FY 2016 OPERATING BUDGET TO PROVIDE FOR NECESSARY MID-8 
YEAR ADJUSTMENTS BY APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING  FUNDS 9 
FROM THE GENERAL, WATER AND SEWER AND PORT AND HARBOR 10 
FUNDS.     11 

 12 
 WHEREAS, Due to budget shortfalls, the 2016 adopted budget was reduced significantly from 13 
the FY 2015 adopted budget including reducing line items to provide little cushion for unexpected 14 
expenses; and 15 
 16 

WHEREAS, the City was able to save $94,394 in FY 2016 that was not reflected in the 2016 17 
adopted budget by competitively bidding insurance services; and 18 
 19 
 WHEREAS, It is necessary and appropriate to adopt a mid-year budget amendment in order to 20 
fully fund City operations, fund necessary expenditures from reserves and reflect insurance saving. 21 
    22 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF HOMER ORDAINS: 23 
 24 
 Section 1.  The City Council hereby allocates $94,394 in reduced insurance expenditures 25 
between all City departments: 26 
 27 
Transfer From: 28 
Account                                Description                              Amount 29 
5221, 5222, 5223                                 General auto, property and   $94,394 30 
Workers’ compensation insurance     31 
 32 
Transfer To: 33 
Account                                 Description                                         Amount 34 
156-0384    City Hall Reserves   $47,241 35 
156-0375    General Fund Reserves   $14,000 36 
256-0378    Water Reserves    $9,153 37 
256-0379    Sewer Reserves    $6,942 38 
456-0380    Harbor Reserves   $17,058 39 
 40 
 Section 2. The City Council hereby appropriates and transfers $2,500 from the General Fund 41 
Reserve to the Library Tools and Equipment budget for the purchase of an Automated External 42 
Defibrillator and credit card processing machine and associated fees: 43 
 44 
Transfer From: 45 
Account                                  Description                            Amount 46 
156-0375                                                   General Fund Reserve                      $2,500 47 
 48 
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ORDINANCE 16-41 
CITY OF HOMER 

 
Transfer To: 49 
 Account                               Description                                    Amount 50 
100-5231    Library Tools and Equipment  $2,500 51 
 52 

Section 3. The City Council hereby appropriates and transfers $11,500 from the General Fund 53 
Reserve to the Finance budget for sending 2 staff to the 2016 Caselle conference and upgrading Caselle 54 
Financial Accounting software: 55 
 56 
Transfer From: 57 
Account                                  Description                            Amount 58 
156-0375                                                   General Fund Reserve                      $11,500 59 
 60 
Transfer To: 61 
 Account                               Description                                    Amount 62 
100-0120-5603    Employee Training   $3,700 63 
100-0120-5210    Prof & Special Services   $7,800 64 
 65 

Section 4. The City Council hereby appropriates and transfers $15,000 from the Sewer Fund 66 
Reserve to fund unexpected sewer repairs: 67 
 68 
Transfer From: 69 
Account                                  Description                            Amount 70 
256-0379    Sewer Reserves    $15,000 71 
 72 
Transfer To: 73 
 Account                               Description                                    Amount 74 
200-0504-5210    Professional & Special Services  $15,000 75 
 76 
 77 
 Section 5. The City Council hereby appropriates and authorizes the expenditure of $8,000 from 78 
the Planning Reserve to fund an update to coastal erosion mapping for the City of Homer: 79 
 80 
Expenditure: 81 
Account                                  Description                                   Amount 82 
156-0387    Coastal Erosion Mapping  $8,000 83 
 84 
 Section 6. The City Council hereby appropriates $10,500 from the Port and Harbor Depreciation 85 
Reserves for completing funding for security cameras at the Fish Dock originally authorized in 2013: 86 
 87 
Expenditure: 88 
Account                             Description                                         Amount 89 
456-380                                               Cameras at Fish Dock      $10,500 90 
 91 
 Section 7. The City Council hereby appropriates $40,000 from the Port and Harbor Fleet 92 
Reserves for the purchase of an F-450 vehicle for the Port and Harbor maintenance division: 93 
 94 
 95 
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CITY OF HOMER 

 
Expenditure: 96 
Account                                         Description                                Amount 97 
452-374                                            F-450 Vehicle     $40,000 98 
                                                                                                                         99 
 Section 8. This is a budget amendment ordinance only, is not permanent in nature, and shall not 100 
be codified.            101 
            102 
  ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA, this ______ day of _______, 2016. 103 
 104 
  105 
 106 
         CITY OF HOMER 107 
 108 
 109 
         _________________________ 110 
         MARY E. WYTHE, MAYOR 111 
 112 
ATTEST: 113 
 114 
 115 
______________________________ 116 
JO JOHNSON, MMC, CITY CLERK 117 
 118 
AYES: 119 
NOES: 120 
ABSTAIN: 121 
ABSENT: 122 
 123 
 124 
 125 
First Reading: 126 
Public Reading: 127 
Second Reading: 128 
Effective Date: 129 
 130 
 131 
Reviewed and approved as to form: 132 
 133 
 134 
              135 
Mary K.  Koester, City Manager     Holly C. Wells, City Attorney 136 
 137 
Date: _________________________    Date: _________________________ 138 
 139 
 140 
        141 
   142 
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Memorandum 16-118 

TO:  Mayor Wythe and Homer City Council 

FROM:  Katie Koester, City Manager  

DATE:  July 20, 2016  

SUBJECT: Midyear Budget Amendments 2016 

Ordinance 16-41 makes necessary midyear budget adjustments. Budget amendment request forms 
from departments that give more project detail and justification can be found attached to the 

memo. 

During the 2016 budget cycle, staff anticipated some midyear budget amendments would be 

necessary to help cover unanticipated expenses in 2016 as every line item was scrutinized heavily 
and any cushion for covering unexpected expenses removed. Nevertheless, I am pleased to request 

only $14,000 in general fund expenditure adjustments for 2016. Furthermore, by renegotiating our 

contract with Alaska Municipal League Joint Insurance Association, the City was able to save $94,000 

in FY2016. My proposal is to divide those savings between a few modest requests from departments 
and City Hall reserves. As you recall, during the 2016 budget cycle the amount of money put aside in 

City Hall Reserves with the justification of eventual roof replacement at City Hall was diverted to help 

fund the Hickerson Cemetery expansion project.  

The one budget request that I did not recommend funding was replacement of half of the public 
computers at the Homer Public Library. I am concerned about the budget uncertainty at this time. 

However, there is no question that new computers are needed; they are beyond their life cycle and 

get heavy use. This is something the City will have to address in the near future.  

Enc:  

2016 midyear budget requests from departments   

City of Homer 2016 Insurance Distribution 
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City	of	Homer
Insurance	Distribution	‐	2016

2016 Budget General Fund Water Sewer Harbor Total 
 CommercialGen Liab 51,248                8,599               6,840               21,164             87,851       

 WorkersCompensaƟon 171,388              20,467             16,474             39,462             247,790     
Auto Liability & Others 47,118                13,087             13,087             8,996               82,288       
Property 20,194                16,748             8,273               40,153             85,368       
Police 104,171              104,171     

Total 394,118              58,901             44,674             109,775          607,468     

64.9% 9.7% 7.4% 18.1% 100.0%

JIA FY 17 Quotes Ext. Price Discounts Total 
 CommercialGen Liab 74,555                4,228               70,327       

 WorkersCompensaƟon 217,943              12,360             205,583     
Auto Liability & Others 53,912                3,057               50,855       
Property 85,206                4,832               80,374       
Police 12,236                694                  11,542       

Total 443,852              25,172             ‐                   ‐                   418,680     
Yearly Savings 188,788     

Savings Distribution General Fund Water Sewer Harbor Total 
6 month for FY 2016 61,242                9,153               6,942               17,058             94,394       

Property Liability Insurance Distribution73
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ORDINANCE REFERENCE SHEET 

  2016 ORDINANCE 
ORDINANCE 16-42 

 

An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska Enacting Homer City Code 10.04.115, 

Appeal from Port and Harbor Citation Issued Pursuant to Homer City Code Title 7 and Homer 

City Code Title 10. 
 
Sponsor: City Manager/Port and Harbor Director 

 

1. Council Regular Meeting July 25, 2016 Introduction 
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ORDINANCE 16-42 
CITY OF HOMER 

 

  
 

 CITY OF HOMER  1 

 HOMER, ALASKA 2 
City Manager 3 

 ORDINANCE 16-42  4 

 5 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA 6 

ENACTING HOMER CITY CODE 10.04.115, APPEAL FROM PORT 7 
AND HARBOR CITATION ISSUED PURSUANT TO HOMER CITY 8 
CODE TITLE 7 AND HOMER CITY CODE TITLE 10. 9 
 10 

WHEREAS, The Port and Harbor has revised the Port and Harbor Uniform Citation 11 

making it specific to offences that can be cited by the Harbor Enforcement Officer; and  12 

 13 
WHEREAS, The Port and Harbor Uniform Citation includes a 30 day appeal period and 14 

an appeal process is absent from city code.  15 
 16 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF HOMER ORDAINS: 17 

 18 
Section 1.  Homer City Code 10.04.115, Appeal from Port and Harbor Citation issued 19 

pursuant to Homer City Code Title 7 and Homer City Code Title 10, is enacted to read as 20 
follows:  21 

 22 
(a)  A person who has been issued a citation for a violation of Homer City Code Title 7 23 

or Homer City Code Title 10 by the City of Homer Harbor Master, or their designee, may 24 
appeal that action to the hearing officer designated by the City Manager by completing an 25 
Administrative Hearing Request Form and delivering the form to the Homer City Clerk’s office 26 
no later than 30 days after the issuance of the citation.    27 

 28 
(b) The hearing officer shall schedule an appeal hearing for the next available hearing 29 

date after the date of delivery of the Administrative Request Hearing Form to the City Clerk’s 30 
office. 31 

 32 
(c) The appeal hearing shall be conducted informally and may be governed by such 33 

rules and procedures as the hearing officer may establish, except that: 34 
 35 

(1) Each party has the right to be represented by counsel. 36 
 37 
(2) Each party may present witnesses and evidence. 38 

 39 
(3) Each party and witnesses may appear in person or by telephone. 40 

 41 
(4) Each party may confront and question witnesses. 42 
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ORDINANCE 16-42 
CITY OF HOMER 

 

  
 

 43 
(5) The individual receiving the citation may testify in their own defense.  44 

 45 
(6) Each party may subpoena witnesses.  46 

 47 
(7) The hearing shall be open to the public. 48 

 49 
(8) An electronic recording shall be made of the hearing. 50 

 51 
(d) The hearing officer may exercise independent judgment as to the weight of 52 

evidence supporting or refuting the notice of violation or impoundment, and may exercise 53 
independent judgment on legal issues raised by the parties. 54 

 55 
(e) No later than 30 days following the hearing the hearing officer shall issue a written 56 

decision including findings of fact and conclusions of law. Such findings must be reasonably 57 
specific so as to provide interested persons and, where appropriate, reviewing authorities, a 58 
clear and precise understanding of the reasons for the decision entered. The decision, 59 
findings of fact, and conclusions of law shall be forwarded to all parties to the appeal. A final 60 
appealable decision must indicate that it is a final order and that a party disputing the 61 
decision has 30 days to appeal. 62 

 63 
(f) A final decision issued under subsection (e) of this section may be appealed to the 64 

superior court within 30 days after the date the decision was issued. For the purposes of this 65 
section the date of issuance is the date upon which the decision was mailed or delivered to 66 
the parties.  67 

 68 

Section 2.  This Ordinance is of a permanent and general character and shall be 69 

included in the City Code. 70 

 71 
 ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA, this ________ day of 72 

______________, 2016. 73 

 74 
       CITY OF HOMER 75 

 76 

 77 

_____________________________ 78 

       MARY E. WYTHE, MAYOR  79 

 80 

ATTEST:  81 
 82 

____________________________ 83 

JO JOHNSON, MMC, CITY CLERK  84 
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 85 

YES:  86 
NO:  87 

ABSTAIN:  88 

ABSENT:  89 
 90 

First Reading: 91 

Public Hearing: 92 

Second Reading: 93 
Effective Date:   94 

 95 

Reviewed and approved as to form. 96 

 97 

    98 

Mary K. Koester, City Manager  Holly C. Wells, City Attorney 99 
 100 

Date:    Date:   101 

 102 

 103 
Fiscal Note: NA 104 

 105 
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CITY OF HOMER 1 

HOMER, ALASKA 2 

City Manager/ 3 

Public Works Director 4 

RESOLUTION 16-077 5 

 6 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HOMER CITY COUNCIL CLARIFYING 7 

HOW ASSESSMENTS WILL BE LEVIED ON A PORTION OF 8 

GOVERNMENT LOT 2 SPLIT BY KACHEMAK DRIVE AS IT RELATES 9 

TO PHASE I AND III OF THE KACHEMAK DRIVE WATER AND 10 

SEWER IMPROVEMENTS PROJECTS. 11 

 12 

WHEREAS, Public Works is coordinating the design of the third phase of the Kachemak 13 

Drive Water and Sewer Improvement project, and assessments will be levied on benefitted 14 

properties consistent with past Council direction; and 15 

 16 

WHEREAS, Assessments have been developed for several special assessment districts 17 

along Kachemak Drive (Phase I and II water/sewer improvements and the natural gas 18 

project), the Council has agreed that where a lot that was divided by the construction of the 19 

Kachemak Drive, a single assessment would be the most fair (with the second assessment 20 

being deferred until the vacant side was developed); and 21 

 22 

 WHEREAS, The Council passed Resolution 06-74 to authorize deferred assessments for 23 

“split lots” within the Phase I of the Kachemak Drive Water/Sewer Improvements LID; 24 

Resolution 15-063 for the natural gas special assessment district; and Resolution 13-008 for 25 

Phase II of the Kachemak Drive Water/Sewer Improvements LID; and 26 

 27 

 WHEREAS, In the case of the split lot (a portion of Government Lot 2) within the 28 

proposed Phase III of the Kachemak Drive Water/Sewer SAD, the vacant portion of the split lot 29 

on the north side of Kachemak Drive was provided water and sewer service as part of the 30 

Phase I project. An assessment was levied. No service was provided to the portion on the 31 

south side (where the owner lives). Phase III will provide water and sewer service to the 32 

portion of the lot on the south side where the owner lives; and 33 

 34 

WHEREAS, To be consistent with how we have treated other lots along Kachemak 35 

Drive, the owner of a portion of Government Lot 2 should be assessed one time (on the 36 

portion of the lot where the owner lives). This would mean that the previous Phase I 37 

assessment would be turned into a deferred assessment, and that a new Phase III assessment 38 

be levied on the south portion of the lot where the owner lives.  39 

 40 

 41 
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CITY OF HOMER 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Homer, Alaska establishes 42 

the following conditions under which Government Lot 2 shall be assessed: 43 

 44 

1) The previously levied Phase I water and sewer assessments (on KPB Parcel # 179-45 

360-0240) shall be turned into deferred assessments, due and payable when water 46 

and sewer service is requested to that lot. 47 

2) New water and sewer assessments shall be created (on KPB Parcel # 179-360-0500) 48 

and be levied as part of the Kachemak Drive Water and Sewer Improvement (Phase 49 

III) special assessment districts. 50 

 51 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Homer City Council this 25th day of July, 2016. 52 

 53 

        54 

 55 

 56 

CITY OF HOMER 57 

 58 

 59 

       ____________________ 60 

       MARY E. WYTHE, MAYOR 61 

 62 

ATTEST: 63 

 64 

 65 

___________________________ 66 

JO JOHNSON, MMC, CITY CLERK 67 

 68 

Fiscal note: Estimated deferred cost one parcel $36,182 ($12,992 Water; $23,260 Sewer) 69 
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Memorandum 16-119 

TO:  Katie Koester - City Manager 

FROM:  Carey Meyer - Public Works Director 

DATE:  July 14, 2016 

SUBJECT: Deferred Assessment - Split Lot  
  Kachemak Drive Water/Sewer Improvements (Phase III) 
 

 

Background:  As assessments have been developed for several special assessment districts along 
Kachemak Drive (Phase I and II water/sewer improvements and the natural gas project), the Council 

has agreed that where a lot that was divided by the construction of the Kachemak Drive, a single 

assessment would be the most fair (with the second assessment being deferred until the vacant side 
was developed). 

 

The Council passed Resolution 06-74 to authorize deferred assessment s for “split lots” within the 
Phase I of the Kachemak Drive Water/Sewer Improvements LID; Resolution 15-063 for the natural gas 

special assessment district; and Resolution 13-008 for Phase II of the Kachemak Drive Water/Sewer 

Improvements LID. 

 
The Council created a SAD (Special Assessment District) for Phase III of the Kachemak Drive 

Water/Sewer Improvements project (Resolution 16-042), where a similar situation exists. A lot (a 

portion of Government Lot 2) is split by the Kachemak Drive road improvement and no right-of way 

or property line was created). 

 

Discussion: In the case of the split lot within Phase III of the Kachemak Drive Water/Sewer SAD, the 
vacant portion of the split lot on the north side of Kachemak Drive was provided water and sewer 

service as part of the Phase I project. An assessment was levied. No service was provided to the 

portion on the south side (where the owner lives). Phase III will provide water and sewer service to 

the portion of the lot on the south side where the owner lives.  
 

To be consistent with how we have treated other lots along Kachemak Drive, the owner of this lot 

should be assessed once (on the portion of the lot where the owner lives). This would mean that the 
previous Phase I assessment would be turned into a deferred assessment, and that a new Phase III 

assessment be levied on the south portion of the lot where the owner lives. 
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Recommendation 

 
City Council pass a resolution turning the deferred assessment on the north side of Government Lot 

2, created under Phase I, to a deferred assessment and that a new Phase III assessment be levied on 

the south portion of the lot where the owner lives. 
 

Attached: Resolutions 06-74, 15-063, and13-008; and map of split lot. 
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CITY OF HOMER 1 

HOMER, ALASKA 2 
City Manager/PW Director 3 

RESOLUTION 16-078 4 
 5 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HOMER CITY COUNCIL APPROVING MEMORANDUM 6 
16-120 ESTABLISHING CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH ADJACENT AND 7 

BENEFITTED PROPERTIES CAN CONNECT TO THE SHELLFISH 8 
AVENUE/SOUTH SLOPE DRIVE WATER MAIN PROJECT. 9 

 10 
 WHEREAS, The extension of a water main along Shellfish Avenue/South Slope Drive is 11 
recommended by the Water/Sewer Master Plan and construction will be complete by the end of the 12 

summer 2016; and  13 

 14 
WHEREAS, This type of improvement is normally constructed through the formation of a 15 

neighborhood initiated Special Assessment District (SAD) where benefitted property owners are 16 

assessed for their fair share based on policy established in the Homer Accelerated Water and Sewer 17 
Program (HAWSP) Manual.   18 
 19 

WHEREAS, The Shellfish Avenue/South Slope Drive water main project was not initiated by the 20 
neighborhood property owners, but is being constructed by the City utilizing in part state and federal 21 
grant funds; the conditions under which adjacent property owners can connect to this new main are 22 
not clear; and 23 

 24 

WHEREAS, Public Works has prepared a Memorandum establishing what an adjacent property 25 
owner needs to do to be allowed to connect to the Shellfish Avenue/South Slope Drive water main, 26 

based on input from affected property owners and previous actions by the City Council. 27 

 28 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Homer, Alaska, approves 29 
Memorandum 16-120 which establishes the conditions under which adjacent and benefitted property 30 
owners can connect to the Shellfish Avenue/South Slope Drive water main project. 31 

 32 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Homer City Council this 25th day of July, 2016. 33 

 34 
       CITY OF HOMER 35 
 36 

 37 
       ________________________ 38 

       MARY E. WYTHE, MAYOR 39 
ATTEST: 40 

 41 

 42 
______________________________ 43 
JO JOHNSON, MMC, CITY CLERK 44 
 45 

Fiscal note:  Account #215-2837 - 17 parcels at $14,057 each  46 
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Memorandum 16-120 

TO:  Mary K. Koester – City Manager 

FROM:  Carey Meyer – Public Works Director 

DATE:  July 15, 2016 

SUBJECT: Policy Regarding Conditions for Property Owner Connection 

   Shellfish Avenue/South Slope Drive Water Main Extension Project 

 

 
Background: The Water/Sewer Master Plan for the City of Homer calls for improvements to the City’s water 
system that would improve the reliability of the water service to the community and provide piped drinking 
water to those that are not currently served.  The extension of a water main along Shellfish Avenue/South 
Slope Drive (see attached map) is one of those improvements. Public Works has completed the design of the 
improvement and has obtained a grant to help pay for the design and construction.  Normally, these types of 
improvements are constructed through the formation of a neighborhood initiated Special Assessment District 
(SAD) where benefitted property owners are assessed for their fair share.  Water and sewer SAD assessments 
have normally been distributed equally to all benefitted lots. 
 
This project was initiated by the City. 55% of the cost of design and 70% of the cost of construction will be 
covered by grants obtained by the City. The remaining costs shall be divided equally between the benefitted 
property owners fronting the main.  
 
Attached is a table showing the estimated “fair share” of the costs anticipated for each benefitted fronting 
property. The City Council will review and approve the actual costs once actual costs are known. 
 

Condition for connection to the water main:  
 

1) Property owner shall pay their “share” in full or execute an agreement between the City and the 
property owner(s) that permits connection, promises to pay their “share” in equal annual payments 
over a 10-20 year period (interest charges at 1.5% over the term of the agreement), and authorizes the 
City to record a lien against the property. Interest will accrue from the date that the City Council 
establishes final project cost. 

 
Recommendation: The City Council approve this Memorandum which establishes the conditions under which 
benefitted property owners can connect to the Shellfish Avenue/South Slope water main.    
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Proposed "Fair Equal Share"

Shellfish Avenue/South Slope Drive Water Main Extension

Cost for adjacent property owner to connect

Design cost = $63,814

Anticipated Construction Cost = $662,926

Total Project Cost $726,740

Total Assessable Cost* $238,974

 

Lot # KPB Tax Equal

ID # Shares

Lot 1 17701047 $14,057

Lot 2 17701046 $14,057

Lot 3 17701045 $14,057

Lot 4 17701044 $14,057

Lot 5 17702033 $14,057

Lot 6 17702032 $14,057

Lot 7 17702031 $14,057

Lot 8 17702030 $14,057

Lot 9 17702089 $14,057

Lot 10 17702080 $14,057

Lot 11 17702052 $14,057

Lot 12 17701051 $14,057

Lot 13 17701050 $14,057

Lot 14 17701009 $14,057

Lot 15 17701042 $14,057

Lot 16 17701041 $14,057

Lot 17 17701082 $14,057
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 1 

CITY OF HOMER 2 

HOMER, ALASKA 3 

Lewis/Wythe 4 

RESOLUTION 16-079 5 

 6 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOMER, 7 

ALASKA, APPROVING A POLICY AND PROCEDURE FOR THE 8 

WAIVER OF PENALTIES ON DELINQUENT SPECIAL ASSESSMENT 9 

PAYMENTS.  10 

 11 

WHEREAS, On March 23, 2015, the Council adopted Resolution 15-017, confirming the 12 

assessment roll, establishing payment due dates and establishing delinquency, penalty and 13 

interest provisions for the Homer Natural Gas Distribution Special Assessment District 14 

(“District”); and 15 

 16 

WHEREAS, On September 14, 2015, the Council adopted Resolution 15-081(S), 17 

confirming the assessment roll for condominium units in the District, and establishing 18 

delinquency, penalty and interest provisions for those assessments; and 19 

 20 

WHEREAS, On May 9, 2016, the Council adopted Resolution 16-052, establishing a 21 

more lenient penalty and interest structure for installments on assessments in the District 22 

that first become delinquent on or after July 1, 2016; and 23 

 24 

WHEREAS, With thousands of properties being assessed in the District, exceptional 25 

circumstances may occur in which, in the interest of fairness, a penalty on a delinquent 26 

assessment payment should be waived; and  27 

 28 

WHEREAS, The proposed Policy and Procedure for administrative waiver of penalties 29 

on delinquent assessment payments in a special assessment district is based on the Kenai 30 

Peninsula Borough procedure for fine abatement on late property taxes, is in the best interest 31 

of the City, and should be adopted. 32 

 33 

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Policy and Procedure for administrative waiver 34 

of penalties on delinquent assessment payments in a special assessment district is adopted 35 

to read as follows: 36 

 37 

1. POLICY 38 

 39 

It is the policy of the City of Homer to provide fair and consistent administration of Alaska 40 

statutes and City ordinances with respect to waiving the assessment of penalties on 41 

delinquent assessment payments in special assessment districts, and to recognize that 42 
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exceptional circumstances may occur in which, in the interest of fairness, a penalty on a 43 

delinquent assessment should be waived.  44 

 45 

2. RESPONSIBILITY 46 

 47 

A. The Finance Director will review a request that the City waive a penalty on a 48 

delinquent assessment payment, determine the facts that are relevant to the waiver 49 

request, and recommend that the City Manager grant or deny the request in 50 

accordance with the procedure below.  51 

B. The City Manager will determine whether to grant or deny a request that the City 52 

waive a penalty on a delinquent assessment payment, taking into consideration the 53 

recommendation of the Finance Director. 54 

 55 

3. PROCEDURE 56 

 57 

A. An owner of property in a special assessment district who is delinquent in making an 58 

assessment payment may apply to the Finance Director for a waiver of the penalty on 59 

the delinquent assessment payment on a form provided by the Finance Director. 60 

B. The application to waive the penalty shall be accompanied by payment of all 61 

delinquent assessment payments that the property owner owes to the City. 62 

C. The Finance Director will review and recommend that the City Manager approve or 63 

disapprove the application.  The Finance Director will recommend approval of an 64 

application to waive a penalty on a delinquent assessment payment if the Finance 65 

Director finds one of the following:  66 

1. A clerical error by the City Clerk or Finance Department contributed 67 

substantially to the late payment. 68 

i. For the purpose of this procedure, a clerical error is a mistake made by 69 

City personnel that results in the failure of the City to correctly and timely 70 

notify the property owner of the due date for the delinquent assessment 71 

payment, or to correctly credit a timely assessment payment to the 72 

property owner’s account.  Examples of a clerical error include: 73 

 Application of a timely payment to the wrong account. 74 

 Failing to send the property owner timely notice of the payment due 75 

date. 76 

 Sending the property owner notice of the payment due date using a 77 

name or address other than the name and addresses of the property 78 

owner that currently appears on the Kenai Peninsula Borough 79 

property tax roll. 80 

ii. The property owner is responsible for notifying the Kenai Peninsula 81 

Borough Assessor of any change in property owner name or address.  The 82 

City is not responsible for updating the property owner name and address 83 

on the Kenai Peninsula Borough property tax roll, or for investigating the 84 
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accuracy of the property owner name or address that currently appears 85 

on the Kenai Peninsula Borough property tax roll. 86 

2. A U.S. Postal Service error contributed substantially to the late payment.  A 87 

waiver on this ground requires proof of one of the following: 88 

i. The Postal Service failed to deliver either the payment or the notice of the 89 

payment due date to the address that appeared on the envelope. 90 

ii. There Postal Service delayed delivery of either the payment or notice of 91 

the payment due date to a degree that contributed substantially to the 92 

lateness of the payment. 93 

iii. The postmark on the payment did not accurately reflect when the 94 

property owner delivered the payment to the Postal Service. 95 

3. Proof that the property owner was unable to make the payment on time 96 

because of an extreme non-financial personal hardship.  This could include a 97 

serious illness or death of the property owner or an immediate family member 98 

that reasonably prevented making the payment on time.  99 

D. The City Manager will decide whether to approve or disapprove an application to 100 

waive a penalty on a delinquent assessment payment, taking the Finance Director’s 101 

recommendation into consideration in the decision.  The City Manager shall give the 102 

property owner a written notice of the decision on the application, stating the reasons 103 

for the decision.  The decision of the City Manager on the application is final and not 104 

subject to appeal. 105 

E. Not less frequently than once a calendar quarter, the City Manager include in a Council 106 

meeting agenda packet a written report of the decisions on applications to waive 107 

penalties on delinquent assessments that were issued in the preceding calendar 108 

quarter.  109 

 110 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Homer City Council on this ___ day of July 2016. 111 

 112 

       CITY OF HOMER 113 

 114 

 115 

       _______________________ 116 

       MARY E. WYTHE, MAYOR 117 

 118 

ATTEST: 119 

 120 

 121 

______________________________ 122 

JO JOHNSON, MMC, CITY CLERK 123 

 124 

Fiscal note: n/a 125 
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Memorandum 16-121 

TO:  Mayor Wythe and Homer City Council  

FROM:  Katie Koester, City Manager 

DATE:  July 20, 2016 

SUBJECT: Fine Abatement Resolution 

Resolution 16-079 is in response to a number of property owners protesting late fees and fine for the 
Natural Gas Special Assessment district. Multiple reasons for non-payment have been given by 

property owners including the complaint that they did not receive an original bill and extreme 

hardship such as a death in the family. It will be helpful for staff to have a process to point to when 
these complaints come up. The Finance Department will have a form on hand that they can give 

property owners.  It lays out a process based on the criteria the Kenai Peninsula Borough uses for 

waiving interest and penalties for late payments of property taxes.  The burden of proof is one the 

individual protesting the fines and all waivers require Council approval. The process will be similar to 
the procedure established by Council to exempt properties from the district: application’s will be 

reviewed by staff, given a recommendation, and placed as a memo on the consent agenda for 

Council approval.  

Attached is the Kenai Peninsula Borough policy and form this resolution was mirrored on.  

111



112



113



114



115



116



117



118



 
 
 
 
 
 

VISITORS

119



120



 

Memorandum  

TO:  MAYOR WYTHE AND HOMER CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:  KEN CASTNER, CHAIR, PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING COMMITTEE 

DATE:  JULY 20, 2016 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING PRESENTATION SYNOPSIS   

 
Mayor Wythe has asked me to succinctly provide you a written synopsis of my presentation from the Public Safety 

Building Review Committee (Committee) that I will be making on Monday, July 25. 
 
Attached to this memorandum is the current schedule of costs, a plan view of the expanded HERC building, a 
conceptual drawing in elevation of the project from the West, and a series of frequently asked questions (FAQ’s). 

 
The original premise of this project was to completely replace the existing public safety buildings at some unknown 
location. The working budget to do this was $15 million. The actual estimated cost, once the site was selected, is $30 
million. As this process was taking place, the reality of the state’s fiscal position became clear: whatever construction 
we were to undertake as a city, would likely need to be paid for or financed entirely by the city. We have worked hard, 

and are not finished, in finding the most prudent and cost efficient solution that will provide a new workplace for our 
public safety professionals. 

 
We have also been interested in preserving those programs that would be displaced by repurposing the buildings and 

grounds located at the HERC site. The Council is aware, and has supported, the new recreational opportunities at 
SPARC. The other displaced activity is the skateboard park. The budget reflects the relocation of the park within the 
HERC site. 
 
The Council may recall that the contracting and construction method chosen for this project came in two parts. After 

a contracting team was chosen, the general contractor, acting as a “construction manager”, would prepare cost 

estimates responsive to the preliminary engineering and architectural details. The second part would be the general 
contractor preparing a guaranteed maximum price (GMP) for the project. A GMP is not possible until the design has 
been completed and subcontractor bids determined. The final price can swell and contract considerably given 

changing design parameters. 

 
The Committee, and the public works department, has been cautious in asking for too many design details prior to 
obtaining project funding. We have worked with both the designers and the general contractor, acting as the 

construction manager, to find design and cost benefits that will provide the program space needed by each of the 

departments. 
 
I believe we will have plenty of time on Monday to answer questions and address any concerns you may have. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

Informational only.  
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1) Question: Why do the public safety buildings – the police station and the fire station – need to 

be replaced now? 

Answer: Homer has grown considerably since the existing buildings were constructed. 

Annexation, expansion of the core center of town, and new neighborhoods together with an 

expanded population require additional human resources to deliver First Response services. As 

additional personnel are added to the physical plant, and additional demands for space 

allocations are made, the built-in areas for expansion are quickly filled. As the workspace 

becomes overcrowded, sacrifices are made that affect the quality of the workplace. Fire and 

EMT calls are at an historic High. The police station is no longer adequate to house the 

personnel and services located there. The fire station also has some serious aging issues, but the 

decision has been made to make some strategic upgrades and deferred maintenance repairs to 

extend the life of the station. The City Council has authorized the funding for this construction 

and the repairs and renovations are underway. 

2) Question: Couldn’t we tear down the existing buildings and build at the same location? 

Answer: The committee, the architect, and key personnel from public works, spent a 

considerable of time examining the possibility of phasing new buildings on the existing lot. It 

was determined that restraints in both the lot size and placing critical facilities in temporary 

homes would be impractical and add a lot of expense to the project. 

3) Question: Why is the HERC location the best site? 

Answer: The 4 acres located at the corner of Pioneer Avenue and the Sterling Highway are 

owned by the city; there is no acquisition cost. The site contains two existing structures, one of 

which can be incorporated into the new police station. The site has existing water, sewer, and 

electrical services as well as existing paved and unpaved parking. The costs associated with 

finding or improving an existing building or a lot in the core area of town would likely double the 

cost of the project. 

4) Question: Is there room at the HERC site for a future new fire station? 

Answer: Yes, the site plan indicates were future fire station may be built east of the HERC 

building. 

5) Question: What happens to the existing uses at the HERC site? 

Answer: There currently two main uses of HERC facilities: the skateboard park and the old 

school gym. These will not be “orphaned”. The gym activities will be relocated to the new  

SPARC facility scheduled to be constructed later this year and located nearby. A new skateboard 

park will be located elsewhere on the HERC site, and funds for its construction are included in 

the project cost. 

6) Question: Can’t we remodel or expand the existing buildings? 

Answer: Essentially, the city is doing exactly that. The fire station is being remodeled and the 

HERC building is being expanded and repurposed to become a police station. 

7) Question: If we build new buildings what happens to the old buildings? 

Answer: After the new police station has been constructed, and the old building vacated, the 

city Council will decide the disposition of the old building. 
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8) Question: What have you done to reduce costs? 

Answer: Cost considerations, given the fact that no state or federal grants are known to be 

available for construction assistance, have heavily influenced the decisions made in this project. 

Repairs are much less costly than replacements and that is the solution for the fire station. 

Incorporating existing space with minimal remodeling costs will greatly reduce the costs of new 

construction, and that is the solution the police station. We are working diligently with the 

architect and the general contractor, acting as our construction manager, to arrive at a project 

cost that can be supported this fall in the bond proposition. 

9) Question: Do we really need a shooting range? 

Answer: A shooting range has been on the list of capital improvement projects for a number of 

years. The department believes this is a critical training facility. By locating it in repurposed 

HERC building classroom space, the costs have been seriously reduced. It should also be 

available, at specific scheduled times, for paid public use. 

10) Question: How much it will a new building increase the cost of operations?                                                                      

Answer:  While the cost of maintaining a larger building will increase, there must be some 

savings in the fact that new buildings require less maintenance and upkeep than older buildings, 

it will be more energy efficient, be a healthier work environment for the employees and reduce 

other operating costs. Public works believes $144,000 to be a conservative number, and 

adequate for planning purposes. 
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Conceptual Cost Estimate Homer Public Safety Building Project

Construction Items Quantity Unit Unit Price TOTAL

ASSESSORY SPACE
Vehicle Impound Fenced Storage 1,962                         sf $50 $98,100

Enclosed Parking (25x60) 1,500                         sf $200 $300,000

Covered Parking (15x20) 300                            sf $150 $45,000

Covered Parking (20x30) 600                            sf $150 $90,000

K-9 55                              sf $150 $8,175

SUBTOTAL ACCESSORY STRUCTURES $541,275

CIVIL SITE
Mob/Demob/General Conditions 1                                 LS $95,000 $95,000

Construction Survey 1                                 LS $25,000 $25,000

Excavation - Off-Site Disposal 7,500                         CY $7 $52,500

Excavation - Off-Site Disposal 2,000                         CY $4 $8,000

Geotextile Fabric 25,000                       SF $1 $31,250

Import Select Fill Material 6,500                         CY $25 $162,500

Paving (2" LC/2" AC) 24,000                       SF $5 $120,000

Curb & Gutter 400                            LF $25 $10,000

Sidewalk/Trails/Courtyard 1                                 LS $30,000 $30,000

Storm Drainage 1                                 LS $35,000 $35,000

Water Service 1                                 LS $30,000 $30,000

Sewer Service 1                                 LS $25,000 $25,000

Landscaping/Seeding 1                                 LS $35,000 $35,000

Detention Basins 1                                 LS $18,000 $18,000

Gas/Electric/Tele Service 1                                 LS $45,000 $45,000

Pavement Striping/Signage 1                                 LS $25,000 $25,000

Site Lighting 1                                 LS $45,000 $45,000

SWPPP 1                                 LS $17,500 $17,500

Dumpster/Pad/Enclosure 1                                 LS $12,500 $12,500

Large Radio Antenna 1                                 LS $65,000 $65,000

Bridge/Retaining walls 1                                 LS $16,000 $16,000

Emergency Generator 1                                 LS $95,000 $95,000

Skateboard Park 4,500                         SF $99,000 $99,000

SUBTOTAL CIVIL SITE $1,097,250

MAIN BUILDING

General $858,295

Re-Roof @ HERC 13,913 sf $30 $417,390

Sprinkler system @ HERC 17,181 sf $5 $85,905

Fire Pump 1 each $75,000 $75,000

2 stop elevator @ NEW 1 ls $80,000 $80,000
Dispatch consoles @ NEW 4 each $50,000 $200,000
Jail cells @ NEW 9 each $45,000 $405,000

Unusable Area 311 $62,200
Unusable Area 311 sf $200 $62,200

Existing First Floor 7,959 $391,575

Fitness  Support 856 sf $250 $214,000

Gymnasium 7,103 sf $25 $177,575

Existing Second Floor 8,823 $1,239,625

Support

Kitchen 561 sf $200 $112,200

Radio 278 sf $75 $20,850
Bunks 280 sf $75 $21,000
Remaining Support Space 1,108 sf $75 $83,100

Property/ Evidence

Vehicle Evidence 713 sf $100 $71,300

Property 741 sf $150 $111,150

Long Term Evidence Storage 873 sf $150 $130,950
Decontamination Space 115 sf $125 $14,375
Remaining Evidence Space 1,028 sf $75 $77,100

Range
Gun Range 2,574 sf $200 $514,800
Range Support 552 sf $150 $82,800

New First Floor 3,927 $1,374,450

Investigation/Patrol 3,927 sf $350 $1,374,450

New Second Floor 7,128 $2,723,300

Dispatch 2,493 sf $400 $997,200

Jail Cells (sf only) 1,279 sf $300 $383,700

Jail Support 3,356 sf $400 $1,342,400

SUBTOTAL MAIN BUILDING 28,148                      $6,851,945

ADD ONS
FF&E 2                                 % - $169,809
Design 8                                 % - $679,238
1% for Art 1                                 % - $84,905
Construction Assistance/Inspection 2                                 % - $169,809
Contingency 15                              % - $1,273,571

City Administration 2                                 % - $169,809

SUBTOTAL DESIGN/ADMIN $2,547,141

TOTAL PROJECT COST $11,037,611
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ORDINANCE REFERENCE SHEET 

  2016 ORDINANCE 
ORDINANCE 16-36 

 

An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Amending the FY 2016 Operating Budget 
by Appropriating $9,970.00 From Sewer Reserves for the Removal of an Underground Fuel 

Storage Tank at the Sewer Treatment Plant.  

 

Sponsor: City Manager/Public Works Director 
 

1. Council Regular Meeting June 27, 2016 Introduction 

 

 a. Memorandum 16-109 from Public Works Director as backup 

  

 
2. Council Regular Meeting July 25, 2016 

 

 a. Memorandum 16-109 from Public Works Director as backup 
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CITY OF HOMER 1 

HOMER, ALASKA 2 

City Manager/ 3 

Public Works Director 4 

ORDINANCE 16-36 5 

  6 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA, 7 

AMENDING THE FY 2016 OPERATING BUDGET BY APPROPRIATING 8 

FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,970.00 FROM SEWER RESERVES FOR 9 

THE REMOVAL OF AN UNDERGROUND FUEL STORAGE TANK AT THE 10 

SEWER TREATMENT PLANT. 11 

  12 

               WHEREAS, Public Works has been removing underground fuel storage tanks (UST’s) at 13 

City facilities to eliminate potential liability and expensive clean-up costs if leaks were to 14 

occur; and 15 

  16 

               WHEREAS, Removing UST’s decreases the Sewer Fund’s pollution liability insurance 17 

policy costs and monitoring costs; and 18 

  19 

               WHEREAS, Public Works has acquired a replacement above ground tank and is 20 

prepared to complete this removal work utilizing in-house personnel with the assistance of 21 

an environmental professional (See Memorandum 16-109); and 22 

  23 

               WHEREAS, The cost to provide professional environmental oversight and materials is 24 

estimated to be $9,970.00 ($8,170.00 for oversight and $1,800.00 for materials). 25 

  26 

               NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF HOMER ORDAINS: 27 

  28 

Section 1. The Homer City Council hereby amends the FY 2016 Operating Budget by 29 

appropriating $9,970.00 from Sewer Reserves for the removal of the underground storage 30 

tank at the Sewer Treatment Plant. 31 

  32 

Expenditure: 33 

Account                   Description                             Amount  34 

                Sewer Treatment Plant UST Removal $9,970.00 35 

                                             36 

Section 2. This is a budget amendment ordinance only, is not permanent in nature, 37 

and shall not be codified. 38 

 39 

ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA, this ___day of _______, 2016. 40 

 41 

       42 
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ORDINANCE 16-36 

CITY OF HOMER 

CITY OF HOMER 43 

44 

45 

_______________________ 46 

MARY E. WYTHE, MAYOR 47 

48 

ATTEST: 49 

50 

51 

___________________________ 52 

JO JOHNSON, MMC, CITY CLERK 53 

54 

55 

56 

YES: 57 

NO: 58 

ABSTAIN: 59 

ABSENT: 60 

61 

62 

First Reading:  63 

Public Hearing: 64 

Second Reading: 65 

Effective Date: 66 

67 

68 

Reviewed and approved as to form: 69 

70 

________________________________ _____________________________ 71 

Mary K. Koester, City Manager Holly C. Wells, City Attorney 72 

73 

Date: ___________________________ Date: ________________________ 74 

75 

76 
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Memorandum 16-109 
TO:  Katie Koester - City Manager 

FROM:  Carey Meyer – Public Works Director 

DATE:  June 17, 2016 

SUBJECT: Request for Funding to Remove Sewer Treatment Plant Underground Fuel 
Storage Tank 

   

 
Public Works has been closing underground fuel storage tanks (UST’s) every chance we get to 
remove the threat of release, soil contamination, and costly clean-up projects.  Additionally, 
removing the UST’s saves money by decreasing the City’s pollution liability policy costs, and 
by eliminating the need to keep up with ever-changing ADEC installation and monitoring 
regulations.   
 
There is a 1,100 gallon steel UST at the sewer treatment plant that was installed in 1991 that 
has been utilized for heat and for the backup generator.  The tank is now only being utilized 
for the backup generator.  We have an above ground tank (AST) on site to replace the 
underground tank.  Removal of the underground tank will require a formal closure of the 
existing UST which will entail pumping, cleaning, removal, and ADEC reporting.  This work 
will require a contractor approved for this type of work.  In an effort to save funds, PW can 
assist the contractor with the excavation, removal, and backfill.  I have been in contact with a 
few contractors on the ADEC approved list and have a proposal that would keep us below 
$10,000.  This includes the environmental contractor proposal and some piping and fittings 
necessary to make the transition to the AST. 
 
We were advised by ADEC in the fall of 2015 that the cathodic protection system needs to be 
upgraded on this tank, and that we need to upgrade the tank and piping leak detection and 
begin monthly monitoring.  Going ahead and making the transition to the AST will eliminate 
any additional expense associated with maintaining a UST and meeting regulatory 
requirements. 
 
Funding in the amount of $9,970 is requested.  This will cover the $8,170 proposal from Prism 
Construction, and an estimated $1,800 for materials to make the plumbing transition to the 
AST (piping, fittings, day-tank). 
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Recommendation 

 
The Homer City Council pass an ordinance authorizing an expenditure from the Sewer 
Reserve Account in the amount of $9,970 for the removal of the existing underground fuel 
storage tank at the sewer treatment plant. (Fiscal Note: 215-0004) 
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ORDINANCE REFERENCE SHEET 

  2016 ORDINANCE 
ORDINANCE 16-37 

 

An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Accepting and Appropriating a Donation 
From Paul M. Hertzmann, Inc., Vintage Photography of San Francisco, California, in the 

Amount of $1,000.00 for the Homer Public Library and Stipulating That the Funds be 

Segregated and Used by the Library in Support of Its Mission to Provide Library Services. 

 
Sponsor: City Manager/Library Director 

 

1. Council Regular Meeting June 27, 2016 Introduction 

 

 a. Memorandum 16-110 from Library Director as backup 

  
 

2. Council Regular Meeting July 25, 2016 Public Hearing and Second Reading 

 

 a. Memorandum 16-110 from Library Director as backup 
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 CITY OF HOMER  1 

 HOMER, ALASKA  2 

City Manager/ 3 

Library Director 4 

 ORDINANCE 16-37 5 

  6 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA, 7 

ACCEPTING AND APPROPRIATING A DONATION FROM PAUL M. 8 

HERTZMANN, INC., VINTAGE PHOTOGRAPHY OF SAN 9 

FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,000.00 FOR 10 

THE HOMER PUBLIC LIBRARY AND STIPULATING THAT THE 11 

FUNDS BE SEGREGATED AND USED BY THE LIBRARY IN SUPPORT 12 

OF ITS MISSION TO PROVIDE LIBRARY SERVICES. 13 

 14 

 WHEREAS, The Homer Public Library budget for 2016 was reduced significantly and 15 

the Library Advisory Board committed themselves to encourage patrons and others to 16 

donate to the support of the Library; and  17 

 18 

 WHEREAS, The Library Advisory Board may solicit donations of money and/or 19 

property for the benefit of the library in accordance with HCC 2.48.050(e); and  20 

 21 

 WHEREAS, Monetary donations shall be deposited in a reserve fund designated for the 22 

use of the Homer Public Library; and 23 

 24 

 WHEREAS, Paul M. Hertzmann, Inc., Vintage Photography of San Francisco, California, 25 

has donated $1,000.00 to be used by the Homer Public Library as needed to further support 26 

its mission to provide library services.  27 

 28 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF HOMER ORDAINS: 29 

 30 

 Section 1.  The Homer City Council hereby accepts and appropriates a donation from 31 

Paul M. Hertzmann, Inc., Vintage Photography, in the amount of $1,000.00 to use as needed 32 

for further support of the Homer Public Library in its mission to provide Library Services and 33 

directs the Finance Department to segregate the funds and insure that they are used for the 34 

intended purpose as follows: 35 

 36 

Revenue: 37 

Account   Description     Amount 38 

     Donation to the Homer Public Library $1,000.00 39 

Expenditure: 40 

Account   Description     Amount 41 
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ORDINANCE 16-37 

CITY OF HOMER 

 

     Library Services    $1,000.00 42 

Section 2. This is a budget amendment ordinance, is temporary in nature and shall not 43 

be codified. 44 

 45 

ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA, this ___day of _______, 2016. 46 

 47 

      CITY OF HOMER 48 

 49 

      _______________________ 50 

      MARY E. WYTHE, MAYOR 51 

 52 

ATTEST: 53 

 54 

___________________________ 55 

JO JOHNSON, MMC, CITY CLERK 56 

 57 

 58 

 59 

YES: 60 

NO: 61 

ABSTAIN: 62 

ABSENT: 63 

 64 

 65 

First Reading:  66 

Public Hearing: 67 

Second Reading: 68 

Effective Date: 69 

 70 

 71 

Reviewed and approved as to form: 72 

 73 

_________________________     ____________________________ 74 

Mary K. Koester, City Manager    Holly C. Wells, City Attorney 75 

 76 

Date: ____________________    Date: ________________________ 77 
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Memorandum 16-110 

TO:    MAYOR WYTHE AND HOMER CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:   ANN DIXON, LIBRARY DIRECTOR 

DATE:    JUNE 20, 2016 

SUBJECT:   ACCEPTANCE OF DONATION TO LIBRARY DONATION FUND 

A donation of $1,000 to the Homer Library Donation Fund has been received from Paul M. 

Herzmann, Inc., for use by the Homer Public Library in support of its mission to provide 

library services. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Adopt Ordinance 16-37 to accept donation. 
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ORDINANCE REFERENCE SHEET 

  2016 ORDINANCE 
ORDINANCE 16-38 

 

An Ordinance of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Amending Homer City Code Title 20, 
Animals, Regarding the Regulation and Impoundment of Animals, and Penalties for Animal 

Violations. 

 

Sponsor: City Manager/Police Chief 
 

1. Council Regular Meeting June 27, 2016 Introduction 

 

 a. Memorandum 16-111 from Deputy City Clerk as backup 

 b. Memorandum 16-114 from City Attorney as backup 

 c. Resolution 15-075 
  

 

2. Council Regular Meeting July 25, 2016 Public Hearing and Second Reading 

 
 a. Memorandum 16-111 from Deputy City Clerk as backup 

 b. Memorandum 16-114 from City Attorney as backup 

 c. Resolution 15-075 
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CITY OF HOMER 1 
HOMER, ALASKA 2 

City Manager/ 3 
Police Chief 4 

ORDINANCE 16-38 5 
 6 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA, 7 
AMENDING HOMER CITY CODE TITLE 20, ANIMALS, REGARDING 8 
THE REGULATION AND IMPOUNDMENT OF ANIMALS, AND 9 
PENALTIES FOR ANIMAL VIOLATIONS. 10 

 11 
THE CITY OF HOMER ORDAINS: 12 

 13 
Section 1. Homer City Code 20.04.020, Definitions, is amended to read as follows: 14 

 15 
20.04.020 Definitions. 16 

In For the purposes of this title, the following words and phrases shall have the 17 
meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section: 18 

“Animal” means a all domestic or domesticated member members of the animal 19 
kingdom. 20 

“At large” means that an animal is at large when it is off the property premises of its 21 
the owner or keeper and is not in the company of or under the direct control of a the owner 22 
or keeper, a member of his family or other person to which the animal has been entrusted, by 23 
leash, cord or chain; provided, however, that such animal shall be deemed to be under 24 
control when under competent person voice control while actively engaged in an organized 25 
activity which requires that the animal not be physically restrained. 26 

“Dog” means a member of the species Canis familiaris any dog (Canis sp.), whether 27 
neutered or nonneutered male, spayed or unspayed female. 28 

“Kennel” means a commercial premises where four any person, group of persons, or 29 
corporation breeding, buying, keeping, selling, or boarding three or more dogs over four 30 
months of the age are owned, kept, boarded, bred or offered of four months, whether for 31 
sale profit or not. 32 

“Large animal” means all cattle, horses, sheep, goats, swine or similar species 33 
commonly kept as livestock. 34 

“License collector” means the license collector who shall be the City Clerk, and shall 35 
include a person designated by the Clerk to act in her behalf. 36 

License Year. A “license year” shall commence on January 1st of each even-numbered 37 
year. 38 

“Prior conviction” means a Conviction. A “prior conviction” of a person for a 39 
violation of a provision of this title involving any animal owned or controlled by the person 40 
cited within a 24-month period preceding the date of the offense for which a citation of the 41 
person currently is pending date of the pending citation shall constitute a prior offense for 42 
penalty enhancement purposes. 43 
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“Quarantine” means the isolation of an a dog or other domestic animal in a 44 
substantial enclosure so that the dog or other domestic animal cannot be subject to contact 45 
with other animals or unauthorized persons. 46 

“Restraint” means any of the following:  (i) physical confinement by leash, chain, 47 
fence, or building; (ii) under competent voice control when an animal is engaged in an 48 
activity or form of training requiring that it not be physically confined; or (iii) under 49 
competent voice control when an animal is on the property of its owner. 50 

“Vicious animal” means an Animal. Any animal which when unprovoked has bitten or 51 
attacked a human being or another animal at any time without provocation shall be 52 
deemed vicious. 53 
 54 

Section 2. Homer City Code Chapter 20.08, General Animal Regulations, is repealed 55 
and reenacted to read as follows: 56 
 57 

Chapter 20.08 58 
GENERAL ANIMAL REGULATIONS 59 

Sections: 60 
20.08.010 Animals at large. 61 
20.08.020 Impoundment procedures. 62 
20.08.030 Animals on harbor floats. 63 
20.08.040 Nuisance animals. 64 
20.08.050 Cruelty or injury to animals. 65 
20.08.060 Boarding dogs at animal shelter. 66 
20.08.070 Female animals in heat – Confinement required. 67 
20.08.080 Abandonment of animals. 68 
20.08.090 Maintenance and sanitation. 69 
20.08.100 Adoption of shelter animals. 70 
20.08.110 Disposal of animal at request of owner. 71 

 72 
20.08.010 Animals at large. 73 

a. No person may cause or permit an animal to be at large in a public street or alley, or 74 
on other public property, or on private property without the property owner’s consent.  75 

b. No person other than the animal control officer or a peace officer performing duties 76 
under this title may release an animal from restraint without its owner’s consent, except to 77 
preserve the animal’s life.  A person who releases an animal from restraint to preserve its life 78 
shall promptly report having done so to the animal’s owner or the animal control officer.  79 

c. The animal control officer or a peace officer may capture or destroy by any means 80 
an animal at large that presents an immediate threat to public safety.  81 

d. The owner of an animal that is at large may be cited for a violation of this section 82 
without the impoundment of the animal.  83 

e. Except as provided in subsection (f) of this section, a violation of subsection (a) or 84 
(b) of this section with three or more prior convictions shall be punishable by a fine of not less 85 
than $100.00 nor more than $300.00, and the unsuspended portion of the fine shall not be 86 
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less than $100.00. 87 
f. A violation of subsection (a) of this section where the animal is a large animal with 88 

one or more prior convictions shall be punishable by a fine of not more than $300.00. 89 
 90 
20.08.020 Impoundment procedures. 91 

a. The animal control officer or a peace officer may capture and impound an animal 92 
that is at large in violation of HCC 2.08.010(a). The animal control officer or a peace officer 93 
may pursue an animal onto private property in the course of effecting its impoundment, and 94 
if necessary use a cage trap to capture an animal. 95 

b. Immediately upon impounding an animal whose owner is known to the impounding 96 
animal control officer or peace officer, the officer shall make a reasonable effort to inform the 97 
owner of the impoundment and the conditions on which the owner may regain custody of the 98 
animal. 99 

c. An animal that is impounded under the provisions of this chapter shall be held in 100 
the city animal shelter, and there confined in a humane manner for the applicable minimum 101 
period under subsection (d) of this section unless sooner claimed by the owner, and if not 102 
claimed by the owner thereafter may be, at the discretion of the animal control officer, 103 
offered to the public adoption or in the case of a large animal sold at public auction with 104 
public notice in the manner provided for the sale at execution of personal property in AS 105 
09.35.140, or destroyed in a humane manner. 106 

d. The minimum period for which an impounded animal shall be held at the animal 107 
shelter shall be: 108 

1. For a dog that is impounded while wearing a city license, five days. 109 
2. For any other animal, three days. 110 

e. No impounded animal may be released from the animal shelter into the custody of 111 
its owner unless the owner has: 112 

1. Paid all impoundment and boarding fees, and the cost of any veterinary 113 
treatment provided to the animal while impounded; 114 

2. For a dog owned by a city resident that was impounded while not wearing a 115 
city dog license, either produced evidence satisfactory to the animal control officer 116 
that a current city dog license has been issued for the dog, or if the dog is unlicensed 117 
paid the fee for a city dog license for the dog; and  118 

3. For a dog, either produced evidence satisfactory to the animal control officer 119 
that the dog has a current rabies vaccination, or paid the fee for a 30-day rabies 120 
vaccination voucher under HCC 20.16.030. 121 

 122 
20.08.030 Animals on harbor floats. 123 

No person may bring, keep, or maintain an animal on the floats of the Homer small 124 
boat harbor, unless the animal is kept under physical confinement by leash or chain at all 125 
times. The person in control of the animal shall be responsible for cleaning and removing the 126 
animal’s waste from the harbor floats.  The City will charge the person in control of the animal 127 
for labor (minimum of one-half hour) required for cleaning and removing any animal waste 128 
that the person fails to clean and remove.  129 
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20.08.040 Nuisance animals. 130 
a. No person may cause or permit an animal that the person owns or controls to: 131 

1. Annoy another person by interfering with the latter’s sleep, work or 132 
reasonable right to peace and privacy by making repeated or continued noise; 133 

2. Defecate, dig upon or injure private property owned by another person or a 134 
public street or alley, or other public property; 135 

3. Frequently or habitually growl, snap at, jump upon or otherwise menace, 136 
injure or frighten another person who is not trespassing or otherwise violating the law; 137 
or 138 

4. Chase, harass, or otherwise disturb or injure wildlife.  139 
b. The animal control officer or a peace officer may impound an animal that is 140 

engaging in behavior described in subsection (a) of this section.  A person may restrain an 141 
animal from continuing to engage in behavior described in paragraph (a)(4) of this section, 142 
and shall promptly surrender any animal so restrained to the animal control officer for 143 
impoundment. 144 

c. A violation of subsection (a) of this section with three or more prior convictions shall 145 
be punishable by a fine of not less than $100.00 nor more than $300.00, and the unsuspended 146 
portion of the fine shall not be less than $100.00. 147 
 148 
20.08.050 Cruelty or injury to animals. 149 

a. No person may intentionally injure, torment, poison, provoke, or otherwise abuse 150 
an animal.  151 

b. No person may intentionally kill an animal by injury, torment, poison, suffocation, 152 
decompression or other forms of abuse of the animal.  153 

c. No person may maintain an animal without providing food, water, and shelter 154 
adequate to preserve the animal's health, or abandon an animal where it will not be provided 155 
proper food, water, shelter, and care.  156 

d. No person may maintain an animal showing symptoms of infectious or contagious 157 
disease without keeping the animal confined in a building or secure enclosure and under 158 
proper care.  159 

e. No person may cause an animal to fight another animal or human being, whether 160 
for amusement or financial gain; or train, or keep for the purpose of training, an animal for 161 
exhibition in combat with an animal or human being. No person may permit property that the 162 
person owns or controls to be used for any of the purposes described in this subsection.  163 

f. No person may use a trap or snare within the city limits that can kill or injure a 164 
domestic animal except under the supervision of a state or federal wildlife agency addressing 165 
a specific nuisance wildlife issue, and with prior notice to the animal control officer of the 166 
name and contact information of each person who will be working the trap(s), and the type of 167 
trap(s) and the location of trap(s) being used.  168 

g. No person may cause or permit an animal that the person owns or controls to 169 
molest or harass wild or domesticated animals.  170 

h. The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to an animal shall 171 
stop the vehicle as close to the scene of the accident as safely possible and inform the owner 172 
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of the animal of the accident and injury to the animal, if the animal's ownership is readily 173 
ascertainable. If the owner of the animal is not readily ascertainable, the driver shall inform 174 
the animal control officer or police department as quickly as reasonably possible of the 175 
accident and injury to the animal.  176 

i. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the animal control officer, a 177 
peace officer or a licensed veterinarian may humanely euthanize an animal that in that 178 
person’s opinion is so seriously ill or injured that medical treatment would needlessly prolong 179 
the animal's suffering; provided that if the animal bears identification of ownership, the 180 
animal control officer, law enforcement officer or licensed veterinarian first shall make a 181 
reasonable effort to inform the owner of the animal’s condition and obtain the owner’s 182 
consent to euthanizing the animal.  183 

j. This section does not apply to: Impounding, destruction, or other disposition of an 184 
animal in a humane manner as authorized by law; killing or injuring an animal where 185 
necessary to protect a human being or domesticated animal from death or bodily injury; or 186 
the humane destruction of an animal by its owner or the owner's authorized agent.  187 
 188 
20.08.060 Boarding dogs at animal shelter. 189 

The Homer Animal Shelter may accept a dog for boarding if the following 190 
requirements are met: 191 

a. The owner and dog must reside inside the City. 192 
b. The owner pays boarding fees in advance for a maximum of ten days.  The owner 193 

shall pay double the standard boarding fees for any time from the end of the time for which 194 
boarding fees were paid in advance until the owner claims the dog from the animal shelter. 195 

c. The owner provides proof from a veterinarian that the dog has current vaccinations 196 
for rabies, parvo, distemper and Bordetella (kennel cough). 197 

d. The owner exhibits proof that the dog has a current City dog license. 198 
e. The owner reserves boarding space 24 hours in advance of the desired boarding 199 

time, and at the time of reservation space to board the dog will be available.  The animal 200 
shelter will not board more than four dogs at a time. 201 

f. The animal shelter may deny boarding to a dog that it determines to be sick, injured, 202 
vicious, or in heat. 203 

g. Before the boarding time begins, the owner of the dog executes a boarding 204 
agreement including all the requirements in this section and an agreement to hold the Homer 205 
Animal Shelter and the City harmless and waive liability claims against the Homer Animal 206 
Shelter and the City. 207 

h. All boarding costs shall be paid in full before the dog is released to its owner or 208 
designee. 209 

i. The Homer Animal Shelter will not board dogs if any licensed private commercial 210 
boarding kennel is operating within the City and that facility has space available for animal 211 
boarding.  212 
 213 
20.08.070 Female animals in heat – Confinement required. 214 

Every female dog or cat in season shall be kept confined in a building or secure 215 
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enclosure, or in a veterinary hospital or boarding kennel, in such a manner that such female 216 
dog or cat cannot come in contact with another dog or cat except for planned breeding 217 
purposes.  218 
 219 
20.08.080 Abandonment of animals. 220 

No person may intentionally abandon an animal including without limitation leaving 221 
the animal unattended outside of the animal shelter.  222 
 223 
20.08.090 Maintenance and sanitation. 224 

A person who owns an animal shall maintain all structures, pens and yards where the 225 
animal is kept, and all areas adjacent thereto, in a clean and sanitary condition and free from 226 
objectionable odor.  227 
 228 
20.08.100 Adoption of shelter animals. 229 

To minimize the destruction of animals, the City shall make unclaimed animals and 230 
animals turned in to the animal shelter for disposal available for adoption by any adult 231 
person except as restricted herein. The City may collect a fee for the adoption of each animal. 232 
The animal control officer may deny adoption of an animal to any person with a documented 233 
record of frequent violations of this title or a history of animal abuse, neglect, or housing 234 
animals in inhumane or unsanitary conditions. Frequent violation for purposes of this section 235 
shall mean three or more convictions in the last 24 months.  236 
 237 
20.08.110 Disposal of animal at request of owner. 238 

The animal shelter will accept an animal from its owner for disposal upon the owner’s 239 
execution of a written consent agreement holding the City harmless from liability for the 240 
destruction of the animal. Upon execution of the agreement, the animal becomes property of 241 
the City and at the City’s option may be disposed of by adoption or destruction in a humane 242 
manner.  The City reserves the right to refuse to dispose of any animal.  243 
 244 

Section 3. Homer City Code 20.12.010, License required – Issuance, is amended to read 245 
as follows: 246 
 247 
20.12.010 License required – Issuance. 248 

No person may own, keep or harbor a dog over four months of age in the city that 249 
is not licensed owner or harborer of any dog shall fail or neglect or refuse to obtain a license 250 
for such dog, as provided in this chapter. All dogs kept, harbored, or maintained in the City 251 
shall be licensed and registered if over four months of age. Dog licenses shall be issued by 252 
The the animal shelter shall issue a dog license upon receiving an application stating the 253 
owner’s on payment of a license tax for each dog. The owner shall state, at the time 254 
application is made for such license, his name and address and the name, breed, color and 255 
sex of the each dog, a certificate from a licensed veterinarian that the dog has a current 256 
rabies vaccination, and payment of the license fee owned or kept by him. A dog license 257 
Dog licenses shall be issued for a period of two years that begins on and shall run from 258 
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January 1st of an each even-numbered year and ends on to December 31st of the following 259 
odd-each succeeding uneven-numbered year. The full license fee shall be payable for a dog 260 
license that is issued at any time during an even-numbered year For dogs requiring 261 
licensing later in the license year, the license fee shall be the same as for a full two years, and 262 
the fee for a dog license that is issued at any time during an prior to January 1st of the 263 
succeeding odd-numbered year; and thereafter for the remainder of the license period, the 264 
license tag shall be one-half of the full license fee.  265 
 266 

Section 4. Homer City Code 20.12.020, License tag to be worn and displayed, is 267 
amended to read as follows: 268 
 269 
20.12.020 License tag to be worn and displayed. 270 

Upon payment of the license fee, therefor, there shall be issued to the animal shelter 271 
shall issue to the owner of a dog a receipt for payment of the license fee and the a license 272 
tag for the each dog so licensed. The tag shall bear have thereon the years for which it was 273 
issued and a number corresponding to the number on the receipt. The Every owner of a dog 274 
subject to licensing under this chapter shall cause the provide each dog to wear with a 275 
collar or harness to which the license tag shall be affixed at all times and shall see that the 276 
collar or harness and tag are constantly worn. In case a dog tag is lost or destroyed another 277 
will be issued upon payment of a replacement fee. Dog tags are not transferable from one 278 
dog to another.  279 
 280 

Section 5. Homer City Code 20.12.030, Counterfeit tags prohibited, is repealed.  281 
 282 

Section 6.  Homer City Code 20.16.010, Rabies vaccination required, is amended to 283 
read as follows: 284 
 285 
20.16.010 Rabies vaccination required. 286 

Every owner of a dog over four months old shall have the such dog vaccinated 287 
against rabies. Upon making an application for a license for any dog, the owner shall furnish a 288 
certificate from a licensed veterinarian as proof of this vaccination. Notwithstanding the 289 
above, if the City Clerk determines that vaccine and veterinary services are not reasonably 290 
available, the City Clerk may issue any dog license without the furnishing of such certificate; 291 
provided, however, that the owner of each dog so licensed shall furnish proof of the 292 
vaccination to the issuing authority, within 60 days from the issuance of the license, or the 293 
license shall be deemed void and the owner in violation of this chapter.  294 
 295 

Section 7.  Homer City Code 20.16.020, Quarantine of rabid animals required, is 296 
amended to read as follows:  297 
 298 
20.16.020 Quarantine of rabid animals required. 299 

a. If a dog or other animal is believed to have rabies or to be vicious, or has been bitten 300 
by a dogs or other animals suspected of having rabies, the such dog or other animal shall be 301 
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confined by a leash or chain in a substantial enclosure on the owner’s premises and shall be 302 
placed under the observation of a duly licensed physician or veterinarian for 10 days at the 303 
expense of the owner. The owner shall notify a peace officer or animal control officer of the 304 
fact that the this dog has been exposed to rabies, and, at his discretion, the officer may, at 305 
the officer’s discretion, place is empowered to have the dog moved from the owner’s 306 
premises and placed under observation in a designated isolation ward at the animal shelter 307 
or in a veterinary hospital for the quarantine period at the expense of the owner. (Note: also 308 
see 7 AAC 27.020.) 309 

b. The It is the duty of the Chief of Police shall to promptly notify the State Health 310 
Department Officer of the location and description of the dog or other animal having rabies or 311 
suspected of having rabies, and ; also to supply the State Health Officer with the names and 312 
addresses of the persons who have been bitten, scratched or had any contact with the 313 
suspected animal. 314 

c. A peace officer may The Chief of Police or his deputies are empowered to enter 315 
upon any private property where a dog or other animal that is alleged to have bitten a 316 
person is kept, which dog or animal is alleged to have bitten any person, to inspect, seize and 317 
impound the such dog as provided under the provisions stated in this chapter.  318 
 319 

Section 8.  Homer City Code 20.16.030, Rabies vaccination voucher authorization, is 320 
amended to read as follows:  321 
 322 
20.16.030 Rabies vaccination voucher authorization. 323 

The animal control officer may is authorized to collect the fee fees for, and issue to an 324 
any dog owner claiming a dog his animal at the animal shelter who is unable to provide 325 
adequate proof of current rabies vaccination for the dog, a “rabies vaccination voucher.” 326 
This voucher shall be valid for 30 days, and within that period shall entitle the bearer to rabies 327 
vaccination for the dog identified thereon named animal, at any licensed veterinarian 328 
agreeing to accept same. The City shall set fees for such voucher at the average rates 329 
currently being charged by all veterinarians licensed within the City. In the event any person 330 
is unable to locate a veterinarian willing to accept the City vaccination voucher, the voucher 331 
fee shall be returned to that person after the voucher has expired and after that person 332 
provides evidence that he/she has otherwise obtained a rabies vaccination for the affected 333 
animal. The City is authorized to redeem all valid vouchers submitted by licensed 334 
veterinarians on a monthly basis for the standard fee set thereon. 335 
 336 

Section 9.  Homer City Code 20.20.010, Permitting animals to bite prohibited, is 337 
amended to read as follows:  338 
 339 
20.20.010 Permitting animals to bite prohibited. 340 

a. No person may It is unlawful for any person to permit any animal that the person 341 
owns or controls to bite a any person or another animal, unless the person bitten is 342 
engaged in the commission of a criminal act. It is an affirmative defense to a charge of 343 
violating this section that the victim of the bite provoked the animal into biting,; or was that 344 
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the person bitten while was trespassing on the premises totally enclosed by chain link 345 
chainlink fencing, or similar density fencing, and the bite occurred on these premises by an 346 
animal housed therein.  A violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not 347 
more than $300.00.  Penalty: Class C infraction. 348 

b. The City shall serve notice on the owner of an any animal which, unprovoked, has 349 
bitten a person or another animal without provocation, advising . Such notice shall advise 350 
the owner that the animal is now a vicious animal and is subject to destruction if at large.  351 
 352 

Section 10.  Homer City Code 20.20.020, Destruction prohibited pending quarantine, is 353 
amended to read as follows:  354 
 355 

20.20.020 Destruction prohibited pending quarantine. 356 
No person may shall kill or maim an any animal which is known to have bitten a any 357 

person or animal without the prior unless consent of to do so has been granted by the Chief 358 
of Police. Nothing in this section the provisions of this chapter shall be construed to prohibit 359 
the killing of an a dog or other animal where such destruction is necessary for the protection 360 
of life and limb, or for the purpose of preventing a further attack. One of the purposes of the 361 
enactment of this chapter is to enable the Chief of Police to observe any dogs and other 362 
animals which have bitten any person or animal in order to determine whether the same are 363 
infected by rabies. A violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not more 364 
than $300.00.  Penalty: Class E infraction.  365 
 366 

Section 11.  Homer City Code 20.20.030, Vicious animal, is amended to read as follows:  367 
 368 
20.20.030 Vicious animal. 369 

No person may It is unlawful for any person to permit any vicious animal to: 370 
a. Permit a vicious animal to be Be at large within the limits of the City; 371 
b. Knowingly or negligently permit a any vicious animal to bite any person unless the 372 

person bitten is in the act of committing a criminal offense; 373 
c. Permit a vicious animal to be Be housed or transported in or on any motor vehicle 374 

within the City limits unless the said animal is muzzled to prevent the animal from biting any 375 
person. (Exception: vicious animals locked in the passenger compartment of a motor vehicle 376 
need not be muzzled if the windows are adequately closed to prevent the animal from exiting 377 
the vehicle); 378 

d. Permit a vicious animal to leave Leave premises owned or controlled by the 379 
animal’s owner or his agent (except as authorized in subsection (c) of this section) unless the 380 
animal is securely muzzled. 381 
Any animal in violation of subsection (a) or (b) of this section shall, upon conviction of the 382 
owner or the agent, for that offense, be immediately seized by the City and held for 383 
destruction. A violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less than 384 
$100.00 nor more than $300.00, and the unsuspended portion of the fine shall not be less 385 
than $100.00.  Penalty: Class D infraction. 386 
 387 
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Section 12.  Subsection (b) of Homer City Code 20.20.040, Administrative hearing 388 
procedures, is amended to read as follows:  389 
 390 

b. A notice of administrative hearing shall be served upon the animal’s owner or his 391 
designee under the procedures set for service of summons in a civil action. The notice shall 392 
specify the date, time, and location of the hearing. The hearing may not be less than three 393 
days 72 hours following the service of the hearing notice on the animal owner or his designee. 394 
 395 

Section 13.  Homer City Code Chapter 20.24, Enforcement Authority--Interference, is 396 
amended to read as follows:  397 
 398 

Chapter 20.24 399 
ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY -- INTERFERENCE 400 

 401 
Sections: 402 

20.24.010 Enforcement. 403 
20.24.020 Interference with enforcement officer prohibited. 404 
20.24.030 Unauthorized removal of animals. 405 
20.24.040 Tampering with City live traps prohibited. 406 
20.24.050 Removal of quarantined animals prohibited. 407 
20.24.060 Furnishing false information. 408 

 409 
20.24.010 Enforcement. 410 

This title may be enforced by any peace officer. Additionally, a private person may 411 
lawfully detain any animal in violation of this title the City ordinances provided the person 412 
promptly notifies they immediately notify the animal control officer; and surrenders the 413 
animal to the City animal control officer in compliance with HCC 20.08.040(b) all provisions 414 
of HCC 20.08.030(d).  415 
 416 
20.24.020 Interference with enforcement officer prohibited. 417 

No person shall interfere with, oppose or resist any peace officer in the performance of 418 
his duties as provided in this title. A violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of 419 
not less than $100.00 nor more than $300.00, and the unsuspended portion of the fine 420 
shall not be less than $100.00.  Penalty: Class D infraction.  421 
 422 
20.24.030 Unauthorized removal of animals. 423 

No person may shall remove or release any dog or other animal from the animal 424 
shelter, animal control vehicles, municipal animal traps or from any other official custody 425 
without first obtaining permission to do so from the animal control officer or any peace 426 
officer of the City. A violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less than 427 
$100.00 nor more than $300.00, and the unsuspended portion of the fine shall not be less 428 
than $100.00.  Penalty: Class D infraction. 429 
 430 
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20.24.040 Tampering with City live traps prohibited. 431 
No person may tamper with any City-owned or City-operated animal live trap. 432 

“Tampering” means removal or destruction of bait(s), tripping the door closure mechanism, 433 
obstructing the entryway so as to prevent animals from entering the trap, or the physical 434 
removal of the trap from its position. A violation of this section shall be punishable by a 435 
fine of not less than $100.00 nor more than $300.00, and the unsuspended portion of the 436 
fine shall not be less than $100.00.  Penalty: Class D infraction. 437 
 438 
20.24.050 Removal of quarantined animals prohibited. 439 

No person may , either by himself or agent, shall remove from the area animal shelter 440 
or any veterinary hospital, or from any other place, any animal which has been quarantined 441 
without the consent of the chief of police or animal control officer. A violation of this section 442 
shall be punishable by a fine of not less than $100.00 nor more than $300.00, and the 443 
unsuspended portion of the fine shall not be less than $100.00.  Penalty: Class D 444 
infraction. 445 
 446 
20.24.060 Furnishing false information. 447 

No It is unlawful for any person may to knowingly provide false information on any 448 
license application, adoption or disposal agreement, boarding agreement, citation, or any 449 
other official document being executed pursuant to this title. Penalty: Class C infraction. 450 
 451 

Section 14.  Homer City Code Chapter 20.28, Kennels, is amended to read as follows: 452 
 453 

Chapter 20.28 454 
KENNELS 455 

Sections: 456 
20.28.010 Kennels – Generally. 457 
20.28.020 Kennel license – Required. 458 
20.28.030 Kennel license fee. 459 

 460 
20.28.010 Kennels – Generally. 461 

a. No kennel shall be maintained or operated in such a manner as to constitute a 462 
nuisance to persons owning or occupying land in the vicinity of the land on which the kennel 463 
facility is operated or maintained. 464 

b. Any complaint that a kennel is in violation of this chapter shall be referred to the 465 
animal control officer Animal Control Officer. The animal control officer Animal Control 466 
Officer may inspect the facilities to determine whether such kennel constitutes a health 467 
hazard, nuisance or otherwise violates this chapter. Such inspection shall be completed 468 
within seven days of the complaint. 469 

c. If the animal control officer Animal Control Officer determines that the kennel 470 
complained of is a health hazard, violates this chapter, or is a public nuisance, or that dogs 471 
may not be safely kept therein, the owner shall be notified and shall be granted a reasonable 472 
length of time within which to remedy any deficiencies found and to comply with 473 
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requirements of this chapter. 474 
d. If, upon a second inspection after the expiration of the time granted in the notice, 475 

the kennel is still in violation, the animal control officer Animal Control Officer may then 476 
revoke any license previously issued for such kennel.  477 
 478 
20.28.020 Kennel license – Required. 479 

a. No person may shall own or operate a kennel without first obtaining a kennel 480 
license. Application for such a kennel license shall be made to the animal control officer 481 
Animal Control Officer. 482 

b. Before a kennel license is shall be issued, the animal control officer Animal 483 
Control Officer shall inspect the kennel to confirm that the kennel:.  484 

1. Has adequate shelter for the dogs from the elements; 485 
2. Has adequate provisions for keeping the dogs on the owner’s premises; 486 

and 487 
3. Has adequate provisions for keeping the premises in a sanitary 488 

condition.  489 
Upon finding that the kennel facility is in compliance with this chapter, the animal 490 

control officer City Clerk shall issue the license. 491 
c. Such inspection of the kennel facility is to determine that the facility: 492 

1. Has adequate shelter for the animals from the elements; 493 
2. Has adequate provisions for keeping the animals on the owner’s premises; 494 

and 495 
3. Has adequate provision for keeping the premises in a sanitary condition.  496 

 497 
20.28.030 Kennel license fee. 498 

A kennel license shall be issued for a period of two years that begins on January 499 
1st of an even-numbered year and ends on December 31st of the following odd-500 
numbered year.  The full license fee for a kennel shall be payable for a kennel license that 501 
is issued at any time from January 1 of a even-numbered year through June 30 of the 502 
following odd-numbered year, and for a two-year period, to become due in the same year 503 
as the license fees provided for in HCC 20.12.010; however, the fee for a kennel license that is 504 
issued in an odd-numbered year on or the remainder of the license year after the first of 505 
July 1 of odd-numbered years shall be one-half of the full license fee. The kennel license fee 506 
shall be in lieu of a dog license fee for each individual dog animal that is kept at the kennel; 507 
however, each dog that is kept at the kennel shall be subject to all other requirements for 508 
the issuance of a dog license that would normally apply to license an animal shall apply. 509 
Each animal kept at the kennel shall be considered licensed under the kennel license so long 510 
as it remains at the kennel. The owner of a dog that will remain in the city must obtain a 511 
dog license for the dog when it ceases to be kept at the kennel. Penalty: Class B infraction.  512 
 513 

162



Section 15. Homer City Code Chapter 20.30, Records, is enacted to read as follows: 514 
 515 

Chapter 20.30 516 
RECORDS 517 

Sections: 518 
20.30.010 Records. 519 

 520 
20.30.010  Records.  521 

a. The animal control officer shall maintain complete and detailed records of the 522 
following as required by city contract:  523 

1. The issuance and revocation of licenses under this title; 524 
2. All animals brought into the custody of the animal shelter by impoundment 525 

or otherwise;  526 
3. The disposition of all animals in the custody of the animal shelter; 527 
4. Rabies immunizations vouchers issued;  528 
5. Reports required by or made pursuant to this title; 529 
6. Investigations of violations of this title; 530 
7. Monies received for fees and charges imposed by this title; and 531 
8. Notices of violation, including the disposition thereof. 532 

b. The animal control officer shall not disclose the identity of a person who surrenders 533 
an animal to the animal shelter or claims or adopts an animal from the animal shelter unless 534 
the animal control officer determines that protection of the public health, safety or welfare 535 
requires such disclosure.  536 

c. At the request of the animal control officer, an animal owner shall authorize the 537 
owner’s veterinarian to release animal medical records related to a specific animal control 538 
investigation.  539 
 540 

Section 16.  Subsection (c) of Homer City Code 20.32.010, Animal control fee schedule, 541 
is amended to read as follows:  542 
 543 

c. Animals being adopted shall be properly licensed, vaccinated and if necessary 544 
issued a voucher for a spay or neuter which must be redeemed within six months of the 545 
date of issue spayed or neutered, properly licensed and vaccinated. Associated fees shall be 546 
the responsibility of the adopting party. 547 
 548 

Section 17.  Homer City Code 20.32.020, Penalty provisions, is repealed, and Homer 549 
City Code 20.32.020, Fine schedule, is enacted to read as follows:  550 
 551 
20.32.020 Fine schedule. 552 

Citations for offenses listed in this section may be disposed of as provided in AS 553 
12.25.195-.230, without a court appearance, upon payment of the fine amounts listed below 554 
plus the state surcharge required by AS 12.55.039 and AS 29.25.074. Fines must be paid to the 555 
court. The Rules of Minor Offense Procedure in the Alaska Rules of Court apply to all offenses 556 
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listed below. Citations charging these offenses must meet the requirements of Minor Offense 557 
Rule 3. If a person charged with one of these offenses appears in court and is found guilty, the 558 
penalty imposed for the offense may not exceed the scheduled fine amount plus any 559 
surcharge required to be imposed by AS 12.55.039 and AS 29.25.074.  560 
 561 

Code Section Code Section Title Fine per Day 

20.08.010(a) Animal at large No prior conviction $25;  
One prior conviction $50;  
Two prior convictions $100 

20.08.010(b) Unauthorized release of animal from 
restraint 

No prior conviction $25;  
One prior conviction $50;  
Two prior convictions $100 

20.08.030 Animals on harbor floats $25 
20.08.040(a) Nuisance animals No prior conviction $25;  

One prior conviction $50;  
Two prior convictions $100 

20.08.050 Cruelty or injury to animals $25 
20.08.070 Female animals in heat $50 
20.08.080  Abandonment of animals  $50 
20.08.090  Maintenance and sanitation $50 
20.12.010  License required--Issuance $25 
20.12.020  License tag to be worn and displayed $25 
20.20.010  Permitting animals to bite  $100 
20.24.060  Furnishing false information $100 
20.28.020  Kennel license--Required $50 

 562 
Section 18.  This ordinance is of a permanent and general character and shall be 563 

included in the City code.  564 
 565 

ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA, this _____ day of _____________ 566 
2016. 567 
 568 

CITY OF HOMER 569 
 570 
 571 
_____________________________ 572 
MARY E. WYTHE, MAYOR 573 

ATTEST: 574 
 575 
 576 
______________________________ 577 
JO JOHNSON, MMC, CITY CLERK 578 
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AYES: 579 
NOES: 580 
ABSTAIN: 581 
ABSENT: 582 
 583 
 584 
 585 
First Reading: 586 
Public Reading: 587 
Second Reading: 588 
Effective Date: 589 
 590 
 591 
 592 
Reviewed and approved as to form: 593 
 594 
 595 
              596 
Mary K. Koester, City Manager    Holly C. Wells, City Attorney 597 
 598 
Date: _________________________    Date: _________________________ 599 
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CITY OF HOMER 1 

HOMER, ALASKA 2 

City Manager/ 3 

Police Chief 4 

ORDINANCE 16-38(S) 5 

 6 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA, 7 

AMENDING HCC 7.04.030, TRAFFIC FINE SCHEDULES, AND 8 

ENACTING HOMER CITY CODE CHAPTER 7.15, ANIMALS IN 9 

VEHICLES, REGARDING ANIMALS IN VEHICLES; AND AMENDING 10 

HOMER CITY CODE TITLE 20, ANIMALS, REGARDING THE 11 

REGULATION AND IMPOUNDMENT OF ANIMALS, AND PENALTIES 12 

FOR ANIMAL VIOLATIONS. 13 

 14 

THE CITY OF HOMER ORDAINS: 15 

 16 

Section 1. The traffic offense fine schedule in Homer City Code Chapter 7.04.030, 17 

Traffic fine schedules, is amended by adding the following offenses and fines: 18 

 19 

Code Section Code Section Title Fine per Day 

7.15.010 Transporting animal $75 

7.15.020 Animal interfering with vehicle 

operation 

$75 

 20 

Section 2. Homer City Code Chapter 7.15, Animals in Vehicles, is enacted to read as 21 

follows: 22 

 23 

Chapter 7.15 24 

ANIMALS IN VEHICLES 25 

Sections: 26 

7.15.010 Transporting an animal. 27 

7.15.020 Animal interfering with vehicle operation. 28 

 29 

7.15.010 Transporting an animal 30 

No person may drive a motor vehicle when an animal is riding in or on the vehicle 31 

unless the animal is prevented from falling, jumping or being thrown from the vehicle by one 32 

of the following: 33 

a. confinement in the enclosed passenger compartment of the vehicle; 34 

b. confinement in an area within the vehicle that is fully enclosed or that is enclosed 35 

on all sides to a height of at least 46 inches above the floor; 36 

c. cross-tethering within the vehicle; or  37 

d. confinement in a secure container or cage.  38 

 39 
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7.15.020 Animal interfering with vehicle operation. 40 

No person may drive a vehicle while holding an animal or with an animal in the 41 

person’s lap or immediate area so as to unreasonably obstruct the view of the driver to the 42 

front or sides of the vehicle or so as to interfere with the driver's control over the driving 43 

mechanism of the vehicle.  44 

 45 

Section 3. Homer City Code 20.04.020, Definitions, is amended to read as follows: 46 

 47 

20.04.020 Definitions. 48 

In For the purposes of this title, the following words and phrases shall have the 49 

meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section: 50 

“Animal” means a all domestic or domesticated member members of the animal 51 

kingdom. 52 

“At large” means that an animal is at large when it is off the property premises of its 53 

the owner or keeper and is not in the company of or under the direct control of a the owner 54 

or keeper, a member of his family or other person to which the animal has been entrusted, by 55 

leash, cord or chain; provided, however, that such animal shall be deemed to be under 56 

control when under competent person voice control while actively engaged in an organized 57 

activity which requires that the animal not be physically restrained. 58 

“Dog” means a member of the species Canis familiaris any dog (Canis sp.), whether 59 

neutered or nonneutered male, spayed or unspayed female. 60 

“Kennel” means a commercial premises where four any person, group of persons, or 61 

corporation breeding, buying, keeping, selling, or boarding three or more dogs over four 62 

months of the age are owned, kept, boarded, bred or offered of four months, whether for 63 

sale profit or not. 64 

“Large animal” means all cattle, horses, sheep, goats, swine or similar species 65 

commonly kept as livestock. 66 

“License collector” means the license collector who shall be the City Clerk, and shall 67 

include a person designated by the Clerk to act in her behalf. 68 

License Year. A “license year” shall commence on January 1st of each even-numbered 69 

year. 70 

“Prior conviction” means a Conviction. A “prior conviction” of a person for a 71 

violation of a provision of this title involving any animal owned or controlled by the person 72 

cited within a 24-month period preceding the date of the offense for which a citation of the 73 

person currently is pending date of the pending citation shall constitute a prior offense for 74 

penalty enhancement purposes. 75 

“Quarantine” means the isolation of an a dog or other domestic animal in a 76 

substantial enclosure so that the dog or other domestic animal cannot be subject to contact 77 

with other animals or unauthorized persons. 78 
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“Restraint” means any of the following:  (i) physical confinement by leash, chain, 79 

fence, or building; (ii) under competent voice control when an animal is engaged in an 80 

activity or form of training requiring that it not be physically confined; or (iii) under 81 

competent voice control when an animal is on the property of its owner. 82 

“Vicious animal” means an Animal. Any animal which when unprovoked has bitten or 83 

attacked a human being or another animal at any time without provocation shall be 84 

deemed vicious. 85 

 86 

Section 4. Homer City Code Chapter 20.08, General Animal Regulations, is repealed 87 

and reenacted to read as follows: 88 

 89 

Chapter 20.08 90 

GENERAL ANIMAL REGULATIONS 91 

Sections: 92 

20.08.010 Animals at large. 93 

20.08.020 Impoundment procedures. 94 

20.08.030 Animals on harbor floats. 95 

20.08.040 Nuisance animals. 96 

20.08.050 Cruelty or injury to animals. 97 

20.08.060 Boarding dogs at animal shelter. 98 

20.08.070 Female animals in heat – Confinement required. 99 

20.08.080 Abandonment of animals. 100 

20.08.090 Maintenance and sanitation. 101 

20.08.100 Adoption of shelter animals. 102 

20.08.110 Disposal of animal at request of owner. 103 

 104 

20.08.010 Animals at large. 105 

a. No person may cause or permit an animal to be at large in a public street or alley, or 106 

on other public property, or on private property without the property owner’s consent.  107 

b. No person other than the animal control officer or a peace officer performing duties 108 

under this title may release an animal from restraint without its owner’s consent, except to 109 

preserve the animal’s life.  A person who releases an animal from restraint to preserve its life 110 

shall promptly report having done so to the animal’s owner or the animal control officer.  111 

c. The animal control officer or a peace officer may capture or destroy by any means 112 

an animal at large that presents an immediate threat to public safety.  113 

d. The owner of an animal that is at large may be cited for a violation of this section 114 

without the impoundment of the animal.  115 

e. Except as provided in subsection (f) of this section, a violation of subsection (a) or 116 

(b) of this section with three or more prior convictions shall be punishable by a fine of not less 117 

than $300.00 nor more than $500.00, and the unsuspended portion of the fine shall not be 118 

less than $100.00. 119 

f. A violation of subsection (a) of this section where the animal is a large animal with 120 

one or more prior convictions shall be punishable by a fine of not less than $300.00 nor more 121 
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than $500.00, and the unsuspended portion of the fine shall not be less than $100.00. 122 

 123 

20.08.020 Impoundment procedures. 124 

a. The animal control officer or a peace officer may capture and impound an animal 125 

that is at large in violation of HCC 2.08.010(a). The animal control officer or a peace officer 126 

may pursue an animal onto private property in the course of effecting its impoundment, and 127 

if necessary use a cage trap to capture an animal. 128 

b. Immediately upon impounding an animal whose owner is known to the impounding 129 

animal control officer or peace officer, the officer shall make a reasonable effort to inform the 130 

owner of the impoundment and the conditions on which the owner may regain custody of the 131 

animal. 132 

c. An animal that is impounded under the provisions of this chapter shall be held in 133 

the city animal shelter, and there confined in a humane manner for the applicable minimum 134 

period under subsection (d) of this section unless sooner claimed by the owner, and if not 135 

claimed by the owner thereafter may be, at the discretion of the animal control officer, 136 

offered to the public adoption or in the case of a large animal sold at public auction with 137 

public notice in the manner provided for the sale at execution of personal property in AS 138 

09.35.140, or destroyed in a humane manner. 139 

d. The minimum period for which an impounded animal shall be held at the animal 140 

shelter shall be: 141 

1. For a dog that is impounded while wearing a city license, five days. 142 

2. For any other animal, three days. 143 

e. No impounded animal may be released from the animal shelter into the custody of 144 

its owner unless the owner has: 145 

1. Paid all impoundment and boarding fees, and the cost of any veterinary 146 

treatment provided to the animal while impounded; 147 

2. For a dog owned by a city resident that was impounded while not wearing a 148 

city dog license, either produced evidence satisfactory to the animal control officer 149 

that a current city dog license has been issued for the dog, or if the dog is unlicensed 150 

paid the fee for a city dog license for the dog; and  151 

3. For a dog, either produced evidence satisfactory to the animal control officer 152 

that the dog has a current rabies vaccination, or paid the fee for a 30-day rabies 153 

vaccination voucher under HCC 20.16.030. 154 

 155 

20.08.030 Animals on harbor floats. 156 

No person may bring, keep, or maintain an animal on the floats of the Homer small 157 

boat harbor, unless the animal is kept under physical confinement by leash or chain at all 158 

times. The person in control of the animal shall be responsible for cleaning and removing the 159 

animal’s waste from the harbor floats.  The City will charge the person in control of the animal 160 

for labor (minimum of one-half hour) required for cleaning and removing any animal waste 161 

that the person fails to clean and remove.  162 

 163 

20.08.040 Nuisance animals. 164 
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a. No person may cause or permit an animal that the person owns or controls to: 165 

1. Annoy another person by interfering with the latter’s sleep, work or 166 

reasonable right to peace and privacy by making repeated or continued noise; 167 

2. Defecate, dig upon or injure private property owned by another person or a 168 

public street or alley, or other public property; 169 

3. Frequently or habitually growl, snap at, jump upon or otherwise menace, 170 

injure or frighten another person who is not trespassing or otherwise violating the law; 171 

or 172 

4. Chase, harass, or otherwise disturb or injure wildlife.  173 

b. The animal control officer or a peace officer may impound an animal that is 174 

engaging in behavior described in subsection (a) of this section.  A person may restrain an 175 

animal from continuing to engage in behavior described in paragraph (a)(4) of this section, 176 

and shall promptly surrender any animal so restrained to the animal control officer for 177 

impoundment. 178 

c. A violation of subsection (a) of this section with three or more prior convictions shall 179 

be punishable by a fine of not less than $300.00 nor more than $500.00, and the unsuspended 180 

portion of the fine shall not be less than $100.00. 181 

 182 

20.08.050 Cruelty or injury to animals. 183 

a. No person may intentionally injure, torment, poison, provoke, or otherwise abuse 184 

an animal, including without limitation through a violation of HCC 7.15.010, Transporting an 185 

animal.  186 

b. No person may intentionally kill an animal by injury, torment, poison, suffocation, 187 

decompression or other forms of abuse of the animal.  188 

c. No person may maintain an animal without providing food, water, and shelter 189 

adequate to preserve the animal's health, or abandon an animal where it will not be provided 190 

proper food, water, shelter, and care.  191 

d. No person may maintain an animal showing symptoms of infectious or contagious 192 

disease without keeping the animal confined in a building or secure enclosure and under 193 

proper care.  194 

e. No person may cause an animal to fight another animal or human being, whether 195 

for amusement or financial gain; or train, or keep for the purpose of training, an animal for 196 

exhibition in combat with an animal or human being. No person may permit property that the 197 

person owns or controls to be used for any of the purposes described in this subsection.  198 

f. No person may use a trap or snare within the city limits that can kill or injure a 199 

domestic animal except under the supervision of a state or federal wildlife agency addressing 200 

a specific nuisance wildlife issue, and with prior notice to the animal control officer of the 201 

name and contact information of each person who will be working the trap(s), and the type of 202 

trap(s) and the location of trap(s) being used.  203 

g. No person may cause or permit an animal that the person owns or controls to 204 

molest or harass wild or domesticated animals.  205 

h. The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to an animal shall 206 

stop the vehicle as close to the scene of the accident as safely possible and inform the owner 207 
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of the animal of the accident and injury to the animal, if the animal's ownership is readily 208 

ascertainable. If the owner of the animal is not readily ascertainable, the driver shall inform 209 

the animal control officer or police department as quickly as reasonably possible of the 210 

accident and injury to the animal.  211 

i. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the animal control officer, a 212 

peace officer or a licensed veterinarian may humanely euthanize an animal that in that 213 

person’s opinion is so seriously ill or injured that medical treatment would needlessly prolong 214 

the animal's suffering; provided that if the animal bears identification of ownership, the 215 

animal control officer, law enforcement officer or licensed veterinarian first shall make a 216 

reasonable effort to inform the owner of the animal’s condition and obtain the owner’s 217 

consent to euthanizing the animal.  218 

j. This section does not apply to: Impounding, destruction, or other disposition of an 219 

animal in a humane manner as authorized by law; killing or injuring an animal where 220 

necessary to protect a human being or domesticated animal from death or bodily injury; or 221 

the humane destruction of an animal by its owner or the owner's authorized agent.  222 

k. A violation of subsections (a) through (h) of this section shall be punishable by a fine 223 

of not less than $300.00 nor more than $500.00, and the unsuspended portion of the fine shall 224 

not be less than $300.00.  225 

 226 

20.08.060 Boarding dogs at animal shelter. 227 

The Homer Animal Shelter may accept a dog for boarding if the following 228 

requirements are met: 229 

a. The owner and dog must reside inside the City. 230 

b. The owner pays boarding fees in advance for a maximum of ten days.  The owner 231 

shall pay double the standard boarding fees for any time from the end of the time for which 232 

boarding fees were paid in advance until the owner claims the dog from the animal shelter. 233 

c. The owner provides proof from a veterinarian that the dog has current vaccinations 234 

for rabies, parvo, distemper and Bordetella (kennel cough). 235 

d. The owner exhibits proof that the dog has a current City dog license. 236 

e. The owner reserves boarding space 24 hours in advance of the desired boarding 237 

time, and at the time of reservation space to board the dog will be available.  The animal 238 

shelter will not board more than four dogs at a time. 239 

f. The animal shelter may deny boarding to a dog that it determines to be sick, injured, 240 

vicious, or in heat. 241 

g. Before the boarding time begins, the owner of the dog executes a boarding 242 

agreement including all the requirements in this section and an agreement to hold the Homer 243 

Animal Shelter and the City harmless and waive liability claims against the Homer Animal 244 

Shelter and the City. 245 

h. All boarding costs shall be paid in full before the dog is released to its owner or 246 

designee. 247 

i. The Homer Animal Shelter will not board dogs if any licensed private commercial 248 

boarding kennel is operating within the City and that facility has space available for animal 249 

boarding.  250 
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 251 

20.08.070 Female animals in heat – Confinement required. 252 

Every female dog or cat in season shall be kept confined in a building or secure 253 

enclosure, or in a veterinary hospital or boarding kennel, in such a manner that such female 254 

dog or cat cannot come in contact with another dog or cat except for planned breeding 255 

purposes.  256 

 257 

20.08.080 Abandonment of animals. 258 

No person may intentionally abandon an animal including without limitation leaving 259 

the animal unattended outside of the animal shelter.  260 

 261 

20.08.090 Maintenance and sanitation. 262 

A person who owns an animal shall maintain all structures, pens and yards where the 263 

animal is kept, and all areas adjacent thereto, in a clean and sanitary condition and free from 264 

objectionable odor.  265 

 266 

20.08.100 Adoption of shelter animals. 267 

To minimize the destruction of animals, the City shall make unclaimed animals and 268 

animals turned in to the animal shelter for disposal available for adoption by any adult 269 

person except as restricted herein. The City may collect a fee for the adoption of each animal. 270 

The animal control officer may deny adoption of an animal to any person with a documented 271 

record of frequent violations of this title or a history of animal abuse, neglect, or housing 272 

animals in inhumane or unsanitary conditions. Frequent violation for purposes of this section 273 

shall mean three or more convictions in the last 24 months.  274 

 275 

20.08.110 Disposal of animal at request of owner. 276 

The animal shelter will accept an animal from its owner for disposal upon the owner’s 277 

execution of a written consent agreement holding the City harmless from liability for the 278 

destruction of the animal. Upon execution of the agreement, the animal becomes property of 279 

the City and at the City’s option may be disposed of by adoption or destruction in a humane 280 

manner.  The City reserves the right to refuse to dispose of any animal.  281 

 282 

Section 5. Homer City Code 20.12.010, License required – Issuance, is amended to read 283 

as follows: 284 

 285 

20.12.010 License required – Issuance. 286 

No person may own, keep or harbor a dog over four months of age in the city that 287 

is not licensed owner or harborer of any dog shall fail or neglect or refuse to obtain a license 288 

for such dog, as provided in this chapter. All dogs kept, harbored, or maintained in the City 289 

shall be licensed and registered if over four months of age. Dog licenses shall be issued by 290 

The the animal shelter shall issue a dog license upon receiving an application stating the 291 

owner’s on payment of a license tax for each dog. The owner shall state, at the time 292 

application is made for such license, his name and address and the name, breed, color and 293 
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sex of the each dog, a certificate from a licensed veterinarian that the dog has a current 294 

rabies vaccination, and payment of the license fee owned or kept by him. A dog license 295 

Dog licenses shall be issued for a period of two years that begins on and shall run from 296 

January 1st of an each even-numbered year and ends on to December 31st of the following 297 

odd-each succeeding uneven-numbered year. The full license fee shall be payable for a dog 298 

license that is issued at any time during an even-numbered year For dogs requiring 299 

licensing later in the license year, the license fee shall be the same as for a full two years, and 300 

the fee for a dog license that is issued at any time during an prior to January 1st of the 301 

succeeding odd-numbered year; and thereafter for the remainder of the license period, the 302 

license tag shall be one-half of the full license fee.  303 

 304 

Section 6. Homer City Code 20.12.020, License tag to be worn and displayed, is 305 

amended to read as follows: 306 

 307 

20.12.020 License tag to be worn and displayed. 308 

Upon payment of the license fee, therefor, there shall be issued to the animal shelter 309 

shall issue to the owner of a dog a receipt for payment of the license fee and the a license 310 

tag for the each dog so licensed. The tag shall bear have thereon the years for which it was 311 

issued and a number corresponding to the number on the receipt. The Every owner of a dog 312 

subject to licensing under this chapter shall cause the provide each dog to wear with a 313 

collar or harness to which the license tag shall be affixed at all times and shall see that the 314 

collar or harness and tag are constantly worn. In case a dog tag is lost or destroyed another 315 

will be issued upon payment of a replacement fee. Dog tags are not transferable from one 316 

dog to another.  317 

 318 

Section 7. Homer City Code 20.12.030, Counterfeit tags prohibited, is repealed.  319 

 320 

Section 8.  Homer City Code 20.16.010, Rabies vaccination required, is amended to 321 

read as follows: 322 

 323 

20.16.010 Rabies vaccination required. 324 

Every owner of a dog over four months old shall have the such dog vaccinated 325 

against rabies. Upon making an application for a license for any dog, the owner shall furnish a 326 

certificate from a licensed veterinarian as proof of this vaccination. Notwithstanding the 327 

above, if the City Clerk determines that vaccine and veterinary services are not reasonably 328 

available, the City Clerk may issue any dog license without the furnishing of such certificate; 329 

provided, however, that the owner of each dog so licensed shall furnish proof of the 330 

vaccination to the issuing authority, within 60 days from the issuance of the license, or the 331 

license shall be deemed void and the owner in violation of this chapter.  332 

 333 

Section 9.  Homer City Code 20.16.020, Quarantine of rabid animals required, is 334 

amended to read as follows:  335 

 336 
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20.16.020 Quarantine of rabid animals required. 337 

a. If a dog or other animal is believed to have rabies or to be vicious, or has been bitten 338 

by a dogs or other animals suspected of having rabies, the such dog or other animal shall be 339 

confined by a leash or chain in a substantial enclosure on the owner’s premises and shall be 340 

placed under the observation of a duly licensed physician or veterinarian for 10 days at the 341 

expense of the owner. The owner shall notify a peace officer or animal control officer of the 342 

fact that the this dog has been exposed to rabies, and, at his discretion, the officer may, at 343 

the officer’s discretion, place is empowered to have the dog moved from the owner’s 344 

premises and placed under observation in a designated isolation ward at the animal shelter 345 

or in a veterinary hospital for the quarantine period at the expense of the owner. (Note: also 346 

see 7 AAC 27.020.) 347 

b. The It is the duty of the Chief of Police shall to promptly notify the State Health 348 

Department Officer of the location and description of the dog or other animal having rabies or 349 

suspected of having rabies, and ; also to supply the State Health Officer with the names and 350 

addresses of the persons who have been bitten, scratched or had any contact with the 351 

suspected animal. 352 

c. A peace officer may The Chief of Police or his deputies are empowered to enter 353 

upon any private property where a dog or other animal that is alleged to have bitten a 354 

person is kept, which dog or animal is alleged to have bitten any person, to inspect, seize and 355 

impound the such dog as provided under the provisions stated in this chapter.  356 

 357 

Section 10.  Homer City Code 20.16.030, Rabies vaccination voucher authorization, is 358 

amended to read as follows:  359 

 360 

20.16.030 Rabies vaccination voucher authorization. 361 

The animal control officer may is authorized to collect the fee fees for, and issue to an 362 

any dog owner claiming a dog his animal at the animal shelter who is unable to provide 363 

adequate proof of current rabies vaccination for the dog, a “rabies vaccination voucher.” 364 

This voucher shall be valid for 30 days, and within that period shall entitle the bearer to rabies 365 

vaccination for the dog identified thereon named animal, at any licensed veterinarian 366 

agreeing to accept same. The City shall set fees for such voucher at the average rates 367 

currently being charged by all veterinarians licensed within the City. In the event any person 368 

is unable to locate a veterinarian willing to accept the City vaccination voucher, the voucher 369 

fee shall be returned to that person after the voucher has expired and after that person 370 

provides evidence that he/she has otherwise obtained a rabies vaccination for the affected 371 

animal. The City is authorized to redeem all valid vouchers submitted by licensed 372 

veterinarians on a monthly basis for the standard fee set thereon. 373 

 374 

Section 11.  Homer City Code 20.20.010, Permitting animals to bite prohibited, is 375 

amended to read as follows:  376 

 377 

20.20.010 Permitting animals to bite prohibited. 378 

a. No person may It is unlawful for any person to permit any animal that the person 379 
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owns or controls to bite a any person or another animal, unless the person bitten is 380 

engaged in the commission of a criminal act. It is an affirmative defense to a charge of 381 

violating this section that the victim of the bite provoked the animal into biting,; or was that 382 

the person bitten while was trespassing on the premises totally enclosed by chain link 383 

chainlink fencing, or similar density fencing, and the bite occurred on these premises by an 384 

animal housed therein.  A violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less 385 

than $300.00 and not more than $500.00, and the unsuspended portion of the fine shall 386 

not be less than $100.00.  Penalty: Class C infraction. 387 

b. The City shall serve notice on the owner of an any animal which, unprovoked, has 388 

bitten a person or another animal without provocation, advising . Such notice shall advise 389 

the owner that the animal is now a vicious animal and is subject to destruction if at large.  390 

 391 

Section 12.  Homer City Code 20.20.020, Destruction prohibited pending quarantine, is 392 

amended to read as follows:  393 

 394 

20.20.020 Destruction prohibited pending quarantine. 395 

No person may shall kill or maim an any animal which is known to have bitten a any 396 

person or animal without the prior unless consent of to do so has been granted by the Chief 397 

of Police. Nothing in this section the provisions of this chapter shall be construed to prohibit 398 

the killing of an a dog or other animal where such destruction is necessary for the protection 399 

of life and limb, or for the purpose of preventing a further attack. One of the purposes of the 400 

enactment of this chapter is to enable the Chief of Police to observe any dogs and other 401 

animals which have bitten any person or animal in order to determine whether the same are 402 

infected by rabies. A violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less than 403 

$300.00 and not more than $500.00, and the unsuspended portion of the fine shall not be 404 

less than $100.00.  Penalty: Class E infraction.  405 

 406 

Section 13.  Homer City Code 20.20.030, Vicious animal, is amended to read as follows:  407 

 408 

20.20.030 Vicious animal. 409 

No person may It is unlawful for any person to permit any vicious animal to: 410 

a. Permit a vicious animal to be Be at large within the limits of the City; 411 

b. Knowingly or negligently permit a any vicious animal to bite any person unless the 412 

person bitten is in the act of committing a criminal offense; 413 

c. Permit a vicious animal to be Be housed or transported in or on any motor vehicle 414 

within the City limits unless the said animal is muzzled to prevent the animal from biting any 415 

person. (Exception: vicious animals locked in the passenger compartment of a motor vehicle 416 

need not be muzzled if the windows are adequately closed to prevent the animal from exiting 417 

the vehicle); 418 

d. Permit a vicious animal to leave Leave premises owned or controlled by the 419 

animal’s owner or his agent (except as authorized in subsection (c) of this section) unless the 420 

animal is securely muzzled. 421 

Any animal in violation of subsection (a) or (b) of this section shall, upon conviction of the 422 
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owner or the agent, for that offense, be immediately seized by the City and held for 423 

destruction. A violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less than 424 

$300.00 nor more than $500.00, and the unsuspended portion of the fine shall not be less 425 

than $100.00.  Penalty: Class D infraction. 426 

 427 

Section 14.  Subsection (b) of Homer City Code 20.20.040, Administrative hearing 428 

procedures, is amended to read as follows:  429 

 430 

b. A notice of administrative hearing shall be served upon the animal’s owner or his 431 

designee under the procedures set for service of summons in a civil action. The notice shall 432 

specify the date, time, and location of the hearing. The hearing may not be less than three 433 

days 72 hours following the service of the hearing notice on the animal owner or his designee. 434 

 435 

Section 15.  Homer City Code Chapter 20.24, Enforcement Authority--Interference, is 436 

amended to read as follows:  437 

 438 

Chapter 20.24 439 

ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY -- INTERFERENCE 440 

 441 

Sections: 442 

20.24.010 Enforcement. 443 

20.24.020 Interference with enforcement officer prohibited. 444 

20.24.030 Unauthorized removal of animals. 445 

20.24.040 Tampering with City live traps prohibited. 446 

20.24.050 Removal of quarantined animals prohibited. 447 

20.24.060 Furnishing false information. 448 

 449 

20.24.010 Enforcement. 450 

This title may be enforced by any peace officer. Additionally, a private person may 451 

lawfully detain any animal in violation of this title the City ordinances provided the person 452 

promptly notifies they immediately notify the animal control officer; and surrenders the 453 

animal to the City animal control officer in compliance with HCC 20.08.040(b) all provisions 454 

of HCC 20.08.030(d).  455 

 456 

20.24.020 Interference with enforcement officer prohibited. 457 

No person shall interfere with, oppose or resist any peace officer or animal control 458 

officer in the performance of his duties as provided in this title. A violation of this section 459 

shall be punishable by a fine of not less than $300.00 nor more than $500.00, and the 460 

unsuspended portion of the fine shall not be less than $100.00.  Penalty: Class D 461 

infraction.  462 

 463 

20.24.030 Unauthorized removal of animals. 464 

No person may shall remove or release any dog or other animal from the animal 465 
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shelter, animal control vehicles, municipal animal traps or from any other official custody 466 

without first obtaining permission to do so from the animal control officer or any peace 467 

officer of the City. A violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less than 468 

$300.00 nor more than $500.00, and the unsuspended portion of the fine shall not be less 469 

than $100.00.  Penalty: Class D infraction. 470 

 471 

20.24.040 Tampering with City live traps prohibited. 472 

No person may tamper with any City-owned or City-operated animal live trap. 473 

“Tampering” means removal or destruction of bait(s), tripping the door closure mechanism, 474 

obstructing the entryway so as to prevent animals from entering the trap, or the physical 475 

removal of the trap from its position. A violation of this section shall be punishable by a 476 

fine of not less than $300.00 nor more than $500.00, and the unsuspended portion of the 477 

fine shall not be less than $100.00.  Penalty: Class D infraction. 478 

 479 

20.24.050 Removal of quarantined animals prohibited. 480 

No person may , either by himself or agent, shall remove from the area animal shelter 481 

or any veterinary hospital, or from any other place, any animal which has been quarantined 482 

without the consent of the chief of police or animal control officer. A violation of this section 483 

shall be punishable by a fine of not less than $300.00 nor more than $500.00, and the 484 

unsuspended portion of the fine shall not be less than $100.00.  Penalty: Class D 485 

infraction. 486 

 487 

20.24.060 Furnishing false information. 488 

No It is unlawful for any person may to knowingly provide false information on any 489 

license application, adoption or disposal agreement, boarding agreement, citation, or any 490 

other official document being executed pursuant to this title. Penalty: Class C infraction. 491 

 492 

Section 16.  Homer City Code Chapter 20.28, Kennels, is amended to read as follows: 493 

 494 

Chapter 20.28 495 

KENNELS 496 

Sections: 497 

20.28.010 Kennels – Generally. 498 

20.28.020 Kennel license – Required. 499 

20.28.030 Kennel license fee. 500 

 501 

20.28.010 Kennels – Generally. 502 

a. No kennel shall be maintained or operated in such a manner as to constitute a 503 

nuisance to persons owning or occupying land in the vicinity of the land on which the kennel 504 

facility is operated or maintained. 505 

b. Any complaint that a kennel is in violation of this chapter shall be referred to the 506 

animal control officer Animal Control Officer. The animal control officer Animal Control 507 

Officer may inspect the facilities to determine whether such kennel constitutes a health 508 
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hazard, nuisance or otherwise violates this chapter. Such inspection shall be completed 509 

within seven days of the complaint. 510 

c. If the animal control officer Animal Control Officer determines that the kennel 511 

complained of is a health hazard, violates this chapter, or is a public nuisance, or that dogs 512 

may not be safely kept therein, the owner shall be notified and shall be granted a reasonable 513 

length of time within which to remedy any deficiencies found and to comply with 514 

requirements of this chapter. 515 

d. If, upon a second inspection after the expiration of the time granted in the notice, 516 

the kennel is still in violation, the animal control officer Animal Control Officer may then 517 

revoke any license previously issued for such kennel.  518 

 519 

20.28.020 Kennel license – Required. 520 

a. No person may shall own or operate a kennel without first obtaining a kennel 521 

license. Application for such a kennel license shall be made to the animal control officer 522 

Animal Control Officer. 523 

b. Before a kennel license is shall be issued, the animal control officer Animal 524 

Control Officer shall inspect the kennel to confirm that the kennel:.  525 

1. Has adequate shelter for the dogs from the elements; 526 

2. Has adequate provisions for keeping the dogs on the owner’s premises; 527 

and 528 

3. Has adequate provisions for keeping the premises in a sanitary 529 

condition.  530 

Upon finding that the kennel facility is in compliance with this chapter, the animal 531 

control officer City Clerk shall issue the license. 532 

c. Such inspection of the kennel facility is to determine that the facility: 533 

1. Has adequate shelter for the animals from the elements; 534 

2. Has adequate provisions for keeping the animals on the owner’s premises; 535 

and 536 

3. Has adequate provision for keeping the premises in a sanitary condition.  537 

 538 

20.28.030 Kennel license fee. 539 

A kennel license shall be issued for a period of two years that begins on January 540 

1st of an even-numbered year and ends on December 31st of the following odd-541 

numbered year.  The full license fee for a kennel shall be payable for a kennel license that 542 

is issued at any time from January 1 of a even-numbered year through June 30 of the 543 

following odd-numbered year, and for a two-year period, to become due in the same year 544 

as the license fees provided for in HCC 20.12.010; however, the fee for a kennel license that is 545 

issued in an odd-numbered year on or the remainder of the license year after the first of 546 

July 1 of odd-numbered years shall be one-half of the full license fee. The kennel license fee 547 

shall be in lieu of a dog license fee for each individual dog animal that is kept at the kennel; 548 

however, each dog that is kept at the kennel shall be subject to all other requirements for 549 

the issuance of a dog license that would normally apply to license an animal shall apply. 550 

Each animal kept at the kennel shall be considered licensed under the kennel license so long 551 
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as it remains at the kennel. The owner of a dog that will remain in the city must obtain a 552 

dog license for the dog when it ceases to be kept at the kennel. Penalty: Class B infraction.  553 

 554 

Section 17. Homer City Code Chapter 20.30, Records, is enacted to read as follows: 555 

 556 

Chapter 20.30 557 

RECORDS 558 

Sections: 559 

20.30.010 Records. 560 

 561 

20.30.010  Records.  562 

a. The animal control officer shall maintain complete and detailed records of the 563 

following as required by city contract:  564 

1. The issuance and revocation of licenses under this title; 565 

2. All animals brought into the custody of the animal shelter by impoundment 566 

or otherwise;  567 

3. The disposition of all animals in the custody of the animal shelter; 568 

4. Rabies immunizations vouchers issued;  569 

5. Reports required by or made pursuant to this title; 570 

6. Investigations of violations of this title; 571 

7. Monies received for fees and charges imposed by this title; and 572 

8. Notices of violation, including the disposition thereof. 573 

b. The animal control officer shall not disclose the identity of a person who surrenders 574 

an animal to the animal shelter or claims or adopts an animal from the animal shelter unless 575 

the animal control officer determines that protection of the public health, safety or welfare 576 

requires such disclosure.  577 

c. At the request of the animal control officer, an animal owner shall authorize the 578 

owner’s veterinarian to release animal medical records related to a specific animal control 579 

investigation.  580 

 581 

Section 18.  Subsection (c) of Homer City Code 20.32.010, Animal control fee schedule, 582 

is amended to read as follows:  583 

 584 

c. Animals being adopted shall be properly licensed and vaccinated spayed or 585 

neutered, properly licensed and vaccinated. Associated fees shall be the responsibility of the 586 

adopting party. 587 

 588 

Section 19.  Homer City Code 20.32.020, Penalty provisions, is repealed, and Homer 589 

City Code 20.32.020, Fine schedule, is enacted to read as follows:  590 

 591 

20.32.020 Fine schedule. 592 

Citations for offenses listed in this section may be disposed of as provided in AS 593 

12.25.195-.230, without a court appearance, upon payment of the fine amounts listed below 594 
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plus the state surcharge required by AS 12.55.039 and AS 29.25.074. Fines must be paid to the 595 

court. The Rules of Minor Offense Procedure in the Alaska Rules of Court apply to all offenses 596 

listed below. Citations charging these offenses must meet the requirements of Minor Offense 597 

Rule 3. If a person charged with one of these offenses appears in court and is found guilty, the 598 

penalty imposed for the offense may not exceed the scheduled fine amount plus any 599 

surcharge required to be imposed by AS 12.55.039 and AS 29.25.074.  600 

 601 

Code Section Code Section Title Fine per Day 

20.08.010(a) Animal at large No prior conviction $50;  

One prior conviction $100;  

Two prior convictions $200 

20.08.010(b) Unauthorized release of animal from 

restraint 

No prior conviction $50;  

One prior conviction $100;  

Two prior convictions $200 

20.08.030 Animals on harbor floats $25 

20.08.040(a) Nuisance animals No prior conviction $50;  
One prior conviction $100;  

Two prior convictions $200 

20.08.070 Female animals in heat $100 

20.08.080  Abandonment of animals  $100 

20.08.090  Maintenance and sanitation $100 

20.12.010  License required--Issuance $50 

20.12.020  License tag to be worn and displayed $50 

20.20.010  Permitting animals to bite  $200 

20.24.060  Furnishing false information $200 

20.28.020  Kennel license--Required $100 

 602 

Section 20.  This ordinance is of a permanent and general character and shall be 603 

included in the City code.  604 

 605 

ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA, this _____ day of _____________ 606 

2016. 607 

 608 

CITY OF HOMER 609 

 610 

 611 

_____________________________ 612 

MARY E. WYTHE, MAYOR 613 
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CITY OF HOMER 
 

[Bold and underlined added. Deleted language stricken through.] 
506742\103\00530970 

ATTEST: 614 

 615 

 616 

______________________________ 617 

JO JOHNSON, MMC, CITY CLERK 618 

AYES: 619 

NOES: 620 

ABSTAIN: 621 

ABSENT: 622 

 623 

 624 

 625 

First Reading: 626 

Public Reading: 627 

Second Reading: 628 

Effective Date: 629 

 630 

 631 

 632 

Reviewed and approved as to form: 633 

 634 

 635 

              636 

Mary K. Koester, City Manager    Holly C. Wells, City Attorney 637 

 638 

Date: _________________________    Date: _________________________ 639 
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Memorandum 16-111 

TO:  MAYOR WYTHE AND THE HOMER CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:  MELISSA JACOBSEN, CMC, DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

THROUGH:  KATIE KOESTER, CITY MANAGER 

DATE:  JUNE 21, 2016 

SUBJECT: FINAL REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE SUSTAINABLE ANIMAL CONTROL 

REVIEW COMMITTEE 

In August 2015 City Council established the Sustainable Animal Control Review Committee 

via Resolution 15-075 in an effort to strengthen the sustainability of the shelter as the City 

worked on the 2016 budget.  

 

The Committee held their last meeting in January 2016 and in February made their final 

report and recommendations in Memorandum 16-026.  Several of the committee’s 

recommendations have been completed including an update of the animal shelter fee 

schedule, the contractor increased their liability insurance, and Veterinarians from the 

Homer Veterinary Clinic have been visiting regularly.  

 

With permission from City Manager Koester, Lt. Will Hutt, former committee member Casey 

Moss, and I took on another recommendation of the committee and reviewed HCC Title 20.  

We considered the committee’s suggestions and looked at municipal code for the City of 

Soldotna, City of Kenai, and Municipality of Anchorage.  As a result, Ordinance 16-38 was 

written. 

 

While a good portion of the language didn’t change, we simplified and clarified definitions 

including Animals, Kennel, License Period, Prior Conviction, and Restraint. We also changed 

the order of some of the sections for a better flow.   

 

Significant changes within the chapter include: 

• Added more specific language regarding animals at large; 

• Clarified Impound Procedures; 

• Added reference to birds under Nuisance animals; 
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• Added more specific language and added reference to the penalty for cruelty and 

penalty to animals;  

• Added a section specific to records; 

• Increased penalty fees. 

 

We also drafted an amendment to Title 7 Animals in Vehicles, specific to tethering animals 

riding in the back of a vehicle that is not enclosed; and prohibiting animals in the lap of a 

person operating a vehicle. 

 

Lastly we propose adding impoundment fees for livestock. Livestock impoundment is 

referenced in Title 20, but currently there are no associated fees in the fee schedule. 
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Memorandum 16-026 

TO:  MAYOR WYTHE AND THE HOMER CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:  MELISSA JACOBSEN, CMC, DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

THROUGH:  KATIE KOESTER, CITY MANAGER 

DATE:  FEBRUARY 1, 2016 

SUBJECT: FINAL REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE SUSTAINABLE ANIMAL CONTROL 

REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 

The Sustainable Animal Control Review Committee (SACRC) met at least once monthly from 

October 2015 through January 2016. There was considerable public interest in this committee and 

members of the public attended the meeting on a regular basis. The purpose of the committee was to 

look at ways to operate the shelter more economically.  

The SACRC recommended fee changes for the animal shelter to the Homer City Council, which were 

included and passed in the December 2015 budget process. The fees for the shelter had not been 

examined in many years and the committee felt these new fees will make the shelter more 

sustainable.  

City liability was another issue the committee examined. The contract the City of Homer has with the 

contractor needs modification the next time an RFP is issued. The attorney recommends eliminating a 

specific paragraph in the contract (Page 16 Section V. Item C.) because the city cannot mandate 

contractor performance. It would be wise to review the content of the whole contract before issuing 

the RFP next December. Patrick Lawrence contacted AMLJIA and they suggested increasing the value 

of the insurance policy the contractor holds. The contractor has taken steps to increase the coverage 

in the new year.  

The SACRC understands the city is in the process of changing the city website. While this activity is 

going on, the SACRC recommends that the city include links to the Animal Shelter contractor and 

Homer Animal Friends. Also the committee felt there would be more compliance with license 

purchase if an option to purchase the license were available online and all fees were clearly posted 

online.  

Maintenance of the shelter was discussed. The city maintains the shelter and the contractor operates 

the shelter. Proper maintenance will sustain the building. The contractor and the Public Works 

department have discussed improved maintenance visits and communication. The HVAC system 
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maintenance was discussed in detail. The committee recommends cleaning the HVAC system once a 

year and perhaps twice a year.  

Another way the committee felt the shelter could operate more economically was to have local 

veterinarians become involved. As a result of the SACRC process, the Homer Veterinary Clinic will be 

providing on-site support monthly to help the shelter contractor and volunteers meet the ASV 

(Association of Shelter Veterinarians) Standards of Care in Animal Shelters using ASPCA (American 

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) checklists.  This work will be provided pro-bono by 

staff veterinarians and licensed veterinary technicians.  

Safety issues were considered. Limiting the city’s liability was a topic of discussion. The committee 

looked at OSHA compliance and recommended an OSHA consultation in the future. The SACRC felt 

this voluntary visit by OSHA should be postponed for a few months, until the contractor feels they 

would benefit the most.  

There are numerous grants available to nonprofit animal shelters that would provide considerable 

assistance to the operation of the shelter. The committee contemplated how the City of Homer could 

qualify for these grants, given the shelter is run by a contractor and the city does not operate the 

shelter. At this time, SACRC did not determine a way to qualify the shelter for these grants but the 

committee would encourage the new city grant writer to further examine possibilities for grants.  

The committee examined other ways to save funds such as shelter specific software for financial 

tracking and records management. Improved tracking of income from the shelter will allow improved 

oversight of costs in running the shelter.  

The SACRC felt that education of the public would also improve shelter operation. The committee 

understands the city intends to add informational brochures with bills in the future. To that end, a 

community volunteer from Homer Animal Friends has developed an informational brochure about 

the shelter and its fees to be included in the bills in the future. 

Volunteers assist in smooth operation of the shelter. This topic was addressed in a myriad of ways. 

Most importantly, a Volunteer Release Form, per attorney advice, was developed to decrease city 

liability.  The contractor reviewed their volunteer manual for both dog and cat care.  

The committee looked at Chapter 20 in the city code, which has not been updated since 1988. Time 

did not allow the committee to thoroughly review this chapter but there were several places in the 

code that members felt needed refining. For instance, there was nothing addressing safety of animals 

in open vehicles. The committee strongly encourages the City Council to update Chapter 20. City staff 

who participated on the committee is willing to assist with this and would solicit input from the 

contractor to provide recommended updates to the code in the future with Council’s direction.   

The SACRC did feel that the most efficient operation of the shelter would come from a city employee 

operating the shelter instead of a contractor.  

Every member of the SACRC committee felt that it would be worthwhile for the city to continue an 

Animal Shelter Review committee. This committee would help the contractor with smooth 
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operation of the shelter and be a go between for the city and the contractor. The SACRC understands 

the council does not want to create new committees as a cost saving measure. The contractor has 

determined they will initiate a committee of their choosing to meet quarterly or as needed for shelter 

support.  

As happens with committees, the scope of work seems to grow as members begin their work. There 

are numerous items that came up that could not be accomplished but we feel the process allowed us 

to work together raising awareness, soliciting input and establishing goals.  Thank you so much for 

establishing this committee.  
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/a _______ _ 
Birch Horton Bittner & Cherot 

o professional corporation

MEMORANDUM 16-114 

TO: JO JOHNSON 
CITY CLERK 
CITY OF HOMER 

FROM: THOMAS F. KLINKNER 

RE: REVISIONS TO HOMER CITY CODE TITLE 20 

FILE NO.: 506,742.103 

DATE: JUNE 16, 2016 

Accompanying this memorandum is an ordinance revising HCC Title 20 
regarding animals. The ordinance is based on a draft that you provided to us on May 
31. I also expanded the scope of the revision to address some additional items in the
current code. This memorandum explains my additional modifications.

20.04.020 Definitions. 

• I retained a modified definition of the term "dog" because that term continues to be
used in Title 20-for example, in the requirement of dog licenses.

• The revised definition of the term "kennel" confines the term to commercial facilities.
Do you intend that kennel regulations apply only to commercial kennels, and not to a
kennel that someone might operate as a hobby?

• I omitted the definition of "license period" because the term is not used in Title 20.

20.08.010 Animals at large. 

• I omitted subsection (c) regarding abandoned animals, because that subject is
addressed in HCC 20.08.080.

• I moved subsection (d) regarding pursuing animals on private property to HCC
20.08.020(a) because it related to impoundment procedure.

• HCC 20.08.020(9) regarding large animals has been integrated into HCC 20.08.020,
impoundment procedures, and HCC 20.08.01 O(f) regarding penalties for violations of
HCC 20.08.01 O(a).

506742\103\00524310 
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Memorandum 

TO:  Mayor Wythe and Homer City Council 

FROM:  Katie Koester, City Manager 

DATE:  July 20, 2016 

SUBJECT: July 25 City Manager’s Report 

Animal Control Contract Advertised 
The contract for Animal Control is up for renewal in December of 2016. The City will be issuing 

a request for proposals this week. The Animal Control Sustainability Committee spent a great 

deal of time updating City Code (changes to Title 20 before you today) and made useful 
suggestions on updates to the contract to be more reflective of current standards and 

practices. The RFP will be open for a full 7 weeks in an effort to give prospective contractors 

plenty of time to respond.  

 
ICMA Conference in September  

I will be missing the September 26 Council meeting as I will be attending the International City 

Manager Association conference in Kansas City, Missouri. I am very excited about so many 
workshops that pertain directly to City Manager responsibilities, development in small 

communities, and the Council-manager relationship. I really appreciate Council’s support of 

my professional development. I applied for and received a Workplace Diversity scholarship 
that will cover much of the conference and travel expenses (about $2,200 value).   

 

What is Next with Harbor Rates? 

Resolution16-055, amending the harbor tariff failed at introduction and its companion, 
Resolution 15-054 amending the fee schedule to implement a graduated rate, was postponed 

until the second meeting in September, leaving many to question what is next. I appreciate all 

the Councilmembers and public who have met with me and expressed a desire to tackle this 
issue and build on the work of the Port and Harbor Commission. There is approximately $8,000 

left in the budget for moorage rate consultant services. Given the complexity of the issue, I 

suggest an extended work session with Northern Economics to help explain how the Port and 
Harbor Commission got to their recommendation, alternatives and compromises, and answer 

any questions Council may have. With elections in October and the potential for 2 new 

councilmembers and a new Mayor, the timing is awkward. I propose postponing Resolution 

15-054 until the second meeting in October and scheduling an extended worksession on 
Monday October 17th with Northern Economics. Does that work for Council? Please submit any 

specific questions you have on harbor rates to so we can make the best use of Council’s time 

and maximize time with the consultant.   
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How Useful are Monthly Stats? 
Council should be receiving monthly statistical reports in their box (see attached March 2016 

example). These stats cover items like animals reported lost at the shelter, number of packets 

distributed by the Clerk’s office, Fire and EMS calls, number of arrests, volunteer hours at the 
Library, work orders process at Public Works,  and wait list requests at the Homer Harbor (just 

to name a few, there is a great deal of information in the reports). While this information is 

interesting, I wonder how useful you find it. Most of the information is collected by the 

departments regardless of whether or not it is provided to Council, however it is an extra step 
to report it to the City Manager’s office and my staff can spend a great deal of time hunting 

down and compiling statistics. How useful does Council find the statistics? Are there 

suggestions on how to present the information in a more useful way? Should we consolidate 
our energy in a single comprehensive annual report? 

 

Status of Borough's Property and Sales Tax Code Revisions 

The borough assembly has approved an ordinance to ask the voters to raise the maximum sales tax 

transaction to $1,000, effective Jan. 1, 2017, and to eliminate sales tax on residential rent. Look for 

this on the October municipal ballot (October 4). The Assembly is scheduled at its July 26 meeting to 

vote on whether to put the senior citizen property tax exemption ordinance before voters Oct. 4. The 
ordinance would reduce, over several years, the optional (second) $150,000 exemption in borough 

code. A third ordinance, dealing with other property tax issues (no voter approval required), will be 

introduced at the July 26 assembly meeting. Public hearings will be Aug. 9 and 23. The ordinance 
contains mostly procedural issues, but also amends code so that no one can get a residency-based 

property tax exemption if they have applied for or received a similar residency-based exemption 

outside of the borough in the same year. And it requires taxable personal property owners to notify 
the borough of sales, including the name and address of the new owner, so that the assessor can 

maintain an accurate list for assessments and tax billings. This Ordinance will have little impact for 

Homer.  
  

Of greater interest to the City of Homer, is an ordinance dealing with all-things-sales-tax that is 

scheduled for introduction Aug. 9. This is the one that scales back which businesses can sell non-

prepared foods as tax-exempt, amends code to require sales tax on flightseeing rides, says sales by a 
nonprofit ongoing business are subject to sales tax, and seeks to expand (as much as legally 

possible) the taxation of goods ordered and delivered into the borough. Per the direction given in the 

Revenue Worksessions, I will be drafting a resolution in support of many of these items for 

consideration at the next Council meeting (August 8). 
 

Alaska Public Library Assistance Grant Agreement FY2017 

The Library has received a grant from the Alaska State Library for $6,900 for purchasing materials 
and staff training. This is a routine grant that the Library receives every year. In the past, it has been 

accepted and appropriated by ordinance. However, during the 2016 budget Council gave the City 

Manager the authority to accept and appropriate grants under $25,000. I will report any small grant 
we receive to Council in the City Manager’s report.  

 

Enc: 

March monthly statistical report 
Alaska State Library grant agreement   
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Special use permit for KBCHA 

Pioneer Avenue press release 
Letter to Governor on state sales tax 

Thank you card from Bunnell 

 

201



202



203



204



205



206



207



208



209



210



211



212



213



214



215



216



217



218



219



220



221



222



223



224



225



226



227



228



229



230



231



232



233



234



 
PRESS RELEASE:  
Sod disappearing, new murals appearing and talk of peonies and re-paving:  
What is happening on Pioneer Avenue? 
For Immediate Release  
           
June 30, 2016 

Contact: Jenny Carroll, Special Projects/Communications Coordinator 
jcarroll@ci.homer.ak.us, 435-3101   

In June, the City of Homer’s Public Works Department was out on Pioneer Avenue with a back hoe, 
shovels and brooms performing some much needed safety maintenance on the lawn and garden 
meanders in Pioneer’s right-of-way.  Over the past thirty years, road sand, grass clippings and 
deciduous leaves have accumulated in grassy areas along Pioneer Avenue, building the sod layer in 
some places as much as a foot above the curb and sidewalk.  Raised sod is a tripping hazard to 
pedestrians, who, stepping between the grass and the pavement don’t expect such a steep drop off.  
Also over the years, various garden/landscape enhancements, like rocks and boulders, were placed in 
the right-of way within reach of snow plow blades.  At 4:00 am on dark wintery mornings when City 
plows are out clearing streets, these landscape rocks are difficult to see.  Clipping a frozen-in boulder 
is dangerous for plow drivers, damages plow equipment and can damage other things in the rock’s 
path if the plow actually manages to move it. 

Public Works reached out to each Pioneer Avenue business to let them know about the improvements 
and offered to work with affected owners on relocating landscape features before crews began 
leveling the soil layer to curb height and clearing the plow path.  Care was taken to preserve 
established and healthy shrubs and trees; a few dead or significantly moose-damaged Mountain Ash 
trees were removed.  Where the sod was on a slope, the slopes were graded to avoid steep angles. 
Freshly cleared areas were treated with a layer of top soil and hydro-seeded to stimulate regrowth– a 
little rain will help the seed germinate and begin the welcome green growth. 

This maintenance will help with sidewalk snow removal in the winter, and helps to rejuvenate the 
landscaped areas we enjoy so much during the summer.  The City’s work is separate from, but 
coincidentally coincided with other efforts aimed at improving Pioneer Avenue.   

On June 21, representatives from the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities were in 
Homer to discuss local road projects at an open house—one of which is repaving Pioneer Avenue in 
the summer of 2018.  Their plans call for removing 1.75 inches of asphalt, laying down 2 inches of new 
asphalt and installing ADA compliant curb cuts at intersections.  Plans specify that the work will be 
done at night to minimize traffic and business disruption.   
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Additionally, the Pioneer Avenue Revitalization Task Force (a grassroots, volunteer collaboration of 
civic, private and non-profit partners under the auspices of the Homer Chamber of Commerce) have 
been meeting on the last Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. at the Chamber of Commerce to 
energize a wide cross-sector of the community around developing initiatives to strengthen Pioneer 
Avenue as an economic district.   
 
The group has proposed bringing the power of peonies to Pioneer to attract residents and visitors and 
encourage them to linger and explore Homer’s historic core.  Peony farming is a burgeoning industry 
in Homer (with over 25 local farms) and an apt symbol of Homer’s pioneering spirit.  The Task force is 
using the peony itself in the spirit of cultivating new forms of beauty and industry to help sustain 
Homer’s local economy.  New murals that you see on the Heath Street retaining wall at Kachemak 
Center and on the Star Car Wash at the intersection of Svedlund are part of this ‘Peonies on Pioneer’ 
effort.   
 
The mural project, led by Kady Perry a public artist and muralist here this June as part of Bunnell 
Street Arts Center’s Artist-in-Residence Program, successfully produced murals for seven different 
private business sponsors, many containing a peony motif.  Kady facilitated mural workshops and led 
teams of local volunteers who created these murals in collaboration with the owners of private 
properties where the work will be installed.  Bunnell Street Art Center provided the venue for artists to 
be involved; the Task Force reached out to private businesses for participation; local and state-wide 
artists donated their talents; the Homer Foundation supported Kady’s Artist-in-Residencey with a 
grant; Pioneer Avenue is the beneficiary.  Keep your eyes peeled as additional murals are moved into 
their permanent locations at the Art Shop Gallery, K-Bay Caffe, Skiff Chik, Ulmers and the old garage 
next to Bay Realty. 
 
Peony gardens are also planned for Pioneer Avenue.  As part of this effort, local peony grower, and 
pioneer in Alaska’s peony industry, Rita Jo Shoultz is sourcing hundreds of affordable peony tubers to 
plant along Pioneer Avenue – at willing private businesses, public and non-profit spaces.  Melissa 
Saltzman, Homer’s representative in the Alaska Peony Growers Association, is contacting local peony 
farmers for additional support and possible co-sponsorship of Pioneer Avenue gardens.  The Task 
Force is currently working to identify ideal peony garden locations, and will work with Pioneer Avenue 
businesses to get them established. 

All activities are coordinated by the Revitalization Task Force and privately funded.  The City of Homer 
sits on the task force to stay abreast of Task Force activities and partner where it can and as 
appropriate.  One of the ways the City is partnering is by dedicating six City-owned and maintained 
Pioneer Avenue garden plots to peonies.  Areas being considered are  the large cleared area across 
from Captain’s Coffee, along the sidewalk at the Bartlett/Pioneer restroom, in front of City Hall, WKFL 
Park, at the corner of Pioneer and Heath Street (Young’s corner) and in front of Nomar.  In addition to 
supporting the work of the Task Force, peony gardens will save Public Works time and money.  The 
City already has positive experience with two peony gardens established at the Airport and in back of 
City Hall about three years ago.  Staff appreciates that peonies are long-lived perennials, moose proof 
and save on the production and maintenance of annual flowers each season. 
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Raised sod 
between the 
curb and 
sidewalk on the 
North side of 
Pioneer Avenue 
in front of the 
Kenai Peninsula 
Borough Office.  
(206 E. Pioneer 
Avenue.) 

Future efforts on the Task Force agenda include providing benches, trash cans, wayfinding signage 
and/or other architectural art elements to enhance pedestrians experience on Pioneer Avenue; 
contiguous bike and walking trails that connect to Old Town and other nearby areas; and the 
possibility of a future fall Peony Festival.  Task Force meetings and initiatives to date have been 
advertised to all Pioneer business tenants and owners and welcome all interested community 
members to participate – either in planning or projects, or both! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Before and after photos of raised sod between curb and sidewalk on the South side of Pioneer Avenue in 
front of Northwind. (173 W. Pioneer Avenue.) 

237



238



239



240



241



242



 

Memorandum 16-122 
TO:  MAYOR WYTHE AND HOMER CITY COUNCIL 
FROM:  JO JOHNSON, MMC, CITY CLERK 
DATE:  JUNE 27, 2016 
SUBJECT: MARIJUANA PROHIBITION PETITION   

 
An application for initiative petition to prohibit marijuana establishments was filed March 3, 
2016. The Clerk found the application was in proper form and issued an initiative petition for 
the sponsors to obtain signatures. The deadline to return the initiative petition to prohibit 
marijuana establishments was June 23, 2016. No petition was filed.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Informational only.  
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Memorandum 16-123 

TO:  MAYOR WYTHE AND HOMER CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:  MELISSA JACOBSEN, CMC, DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

THROUGH:  KATIE KOESTER, CITY MANAGER 

DATE:  JULY 13, 2016 

SUBJECT: AML POSITION STATEMENT   

 

Accompanying this memorandum is a copy of the AML Position Statement that was adopted 

at the 2015 AML Annual Conference.  AML is asking municipalities to review the Position 

Statement and submit a resolution if any amendments are recommended. Resolutions need 

to be received by August 12th and the Position Committee will review them at the AML 

Summer Conference.   The Committee will present final recommendations to be voted on by 

the membership at the 2016 AML Annual Conference in November. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION:   

Review the AML Position Statement and forward any proposed amendments to the City 

Manager by Tuesday, August 2nd.  If any amendments are proposed a resolution will be 

prepared for Council’s consideration at the August 8, 2016 regular meeting.  
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Position Committee Resolution Guidelines 
 
The AML Position Statement was developed by an AML standing committee composed of the 
AML President and appointed or elected officials from member municipalities who have 
expertise in one or more of the following subject areas: 

• Economic Development 
• Education 
• Energy 
• Finance/Taxation 
• Public Safety 
• Resource Management 
• Transportation 

 
Other committee members include: 

• One At-Large member 
• AML Executive Director 
• Sitting board President 

 
In order to assure that the position statements remain true to the goal of reflecting the will of our 
members and the League’s philosophy and mission, changes to the position statements will be 
considered by both the committee and the membership only if endorsed by resolution, of a 
member’s governing body. 
 
Changes begin during the AML Summer Conference in August. A copy of the current AML 
Position Statement will be sent to all member municipalities for review. For changes to be 
considered during the AML Summer Conference to the DRAFT 2017 Position Statement, 
resolutions must be received by mail or fax, no later than August 12, 2016. 
 
The DRAFT 2017 Position Statement will then be sent to all member municipalities prior to the 
AML Annual Business meeting in November. For changes to be considered, resolutions must 
be received in the AML office electronically by mail or fax, no later than October 7, 2016.  
Resolutions for changes to this document will not be accepted after this date.   
 
The Position Committee shall debate and act upon each resolution for final recommendations to 
the membership during the Position Committee meeting on November 16, 2016.  If the Position 
Committee does not accept the submitted resolution, the governing body may bring it to the 
floor at the General Session on November 17, 2016 for discussion.   
 
Those resolutions accepted by the Position Committee shall also be discussed during the 
General Session on November 17, 2016 for incorporation into the Position Statement.  The 
amended Position Statement shall be voted on by the full membership at the AML Business 
Meeting to be held on the morning of November 18, 2016.  
 
Note:  These resolutions are “separate” from the Action Resolutions that AML adopts to further 
a specific “issue” during the Legislative or Congressional session. 
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2016 Position 
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Approved by AML Membership 
November 2015 

 
 
 
 

One Sealaska Plaza, Suite 200 
Juneau, Alaska  99801 

 
(907) 586-1325 

Fax (907) 463-5480 
 

www.akml.org 
 

Kathie Wasserman, Executive Director 
                                                         kathie@akml.org 

248

http://www.akml.org/


249



Alaska Municipal League 
 
 
Position Statements: 
 
Local Control…………….……………………………………………………………...Page 1 
 
Revenue Sharing…….…………………………………………………………………Page 2 
 
PERS/TRS Unfunded Liability…………….………………….……………………...Page 3 
 
Fiscal Policy…….…….…………………………………………………………………Page 4 
 
Education……..………….……………………………………………………………...Page 5 
 
Energy………….…….………………………………………………………….….……Page 6 
 
Transportation………….………………………………………………….……….…...Page 7 
 
Fishing………….…….………………………………………………………….….……Page 8 
 
Public Safety..………….………………………………………………………..……...Page 9 
 
Economic Development…..……………………………………………………….…Page 10 
 
Minerals………………….……………………………………………………………...Page 11 
 
Clean Water…....…….…………………………………………………………………Page 12 
 

250



251



252



253



254



255



256



257



258



259



260



261



262



263



264



 

Memorandum 

TO:  MAYOR WYTHE AND CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:  RENEE KRAUSE, CMC, DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

DATE:  JULY 25, 2016 

SUBJECT: BID REPORT 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS TO PURCHASE CITY REAL PROPERTY SEVEN PARCELS 

The City of Homer, Alaska is hereby advertising for sealed proposals to purchase the following real 

properties: Lots 57, 58, 59), 60, 65, 66, 67, 70, LILLIAN WALLI ESTATE, according to Plat No. 88-16, in 

the Homer Recording District, Third Judicial District, State of Alaska.Total Appraised Value & 

Minimum Bid for all lots is $91,900.  

Responses to the City’s request for sealed proposals will be received at the Office of the City Clerk, 

491 E. Pioneer Avenue, Homer, Alaska 99603, until 12:00 noon on July 28, 2016. Proposals shall 

be opened and received by the City Manager. Proposals received after the time specified or 

proposals received from proposers not listed on the plan holders list will be considered non-

responsive and shall not be considered. All proposers must submit a City of Homer Plan Holders 

Registration Form to be on the PHL and to be considered responsive. Plan Holder Registration 

form and Bid Documents are available online at http://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/rfps. 

 
INVITATION TO BID FOR THE 2016 PAVING PROJECT 

Sealed bids for the City of Homer 2016 Paving Project will be received at the Office of the City 

Clerk, 491 East Pioneer Avenue, Homer Alaska, until 2:00 PM, Thursday, August 11th 2016, at 

which time they will be publicly opened and read. The time of receipt will be determined by the 

City Clerk’s time stamp.  Bids received after the time fixed for the receipt of the bids shall not be 

considered.  All bidders must submit a City of Homer Plan Holders Registration form to be on the 

Plan Holders List and to be considered responsive. Plan holder registration forms and Plans and 

Specifications are available online at http://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/rfps   

The City of Homer local bidder’s preference requirements and State of Alaska prevailing wage 

rates will apply. A non-mandatory pre-bid conference will be held at the Public Works office, 

3575 Heath Street, at 1:30 PM, Thursday, August 4th, 2016. The work includes, but is not limited 

to the following: 
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CITY ATTORNEY REPORT
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
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PENDING BUSINESS
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NEW BUSINESS
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MEMORANDUM 16-124 

 

TO:    MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:   MELISSA JACOBSEN, CMC,  DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

DATE:  JULY 19, 2016  

SUBJECT: DEFERRED ASSESSMENT FOR DOUGLASS FOR THE HOMER NATURAL GAS SPECIAL 

ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

Sue C. Douglass (formerly Swain) has applied for an assessment deferment for Kenai Peninsula 

Borough (KPB) Parcel Number 175-300-11. 

Pursuant to HCC 17.04.190 Deferment of assessment payments for low income residents, assessments 

may be deferred if the person: 

1. Has an annual family income that is less than 125 percent of the current U.S. Health and Human 

Services Poverty Guidelines for Alaska; 

2. Owns or has a life tenancy in the assessed property, and permanently resides in a single-family 

dwelling on the property; and 

3. Is not determined by the City, after notice and hearing, to have been conveyed the property 

primarily for the purpose of obtaining the exemption. 

Documentation has been shown that the applicants meet the criteria established for a deferment of 

assessment payments. An assessment payment deferment is subject to approval by the Council. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review the Douglass application for natural gas assessment deferment. Take action to approve or 

disapprove the application. 

Fiscal Impact: $2857.27 unpaid balance  
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RESOLUTIONS
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COMMENTS OF THE AUDIENCE 
COMMENTS OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 

COMMENTS OF THE CITY CLERK 
COMMENTS OF THE CITY MANAGER 

COMMENTS OF THE MAYOR 
COMMENTS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

ADJOURNMENT
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