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Inside cover: Old Ninilchik’s streets are not aligned with cardinal directions, and a map superimposed with
street names, trench numbers, and AHRS sites will be useful to the reader. KEN-561 is off the map.

Front cover: A photograph taken by Ninilchik schoolteacher Alyce E. Anderson between 1911 and 1918
shows much of the project area, |ooking west down Hillcrest Avenue at lower mid-right towardsitsintersec-
tion with Mission Avenue and Bayview Street. From |eft to right at image midpoint are: thelog cabin moved
sightly south to become part of the current Steve and Monica Vanek residence (KEN-552); alog cabin
(KEN-551) moved out of the village between 2010 and 2012; asmall log cabin with a distinctive gabled roof
extension (KEN-559), now moved southeast to another villagelot; thelarge frame building (KEN-550) still in
place and once used as a post office and dance hall; alarge ailmost flat-roofed building owned and operated
by Michael Oskolkoff as a store and dance hall; the hewn log cabin (KEN-561), partly hidden behind the
Oskolkoff store) built by John Asterginin 1903 and used by Oskolkoff asawarehouse; and the dark-painted
frame building or “Red House” (KEN-554) serving asthe Oskolkoff home. Slightly closer to the photogra-
pher from the last-mentioned building (KEN-554) is a dark area representing one of the root cellar roofs
comprising KEN-555, and between the two numbered sitesis alinear feature that originatesin the draw at
far right and continues to the downslope side of Hillcrest Avenue; it may represent awater line or atrail or
both. Left of lower center in theimageisacompoasite building with different roof lines, which isthe current
Ninilchik store (KEN-218) as it appeared then. The three little cabins on the spit were said to have all
washed up the Ninilchik River in astorm-driven tidal surge decades ago; they wereretrieved, reset with their
gable ends facing the Inlet, and served as rental cabins until recently (the author stayed in them in 2007 to
facilitate an unrelated field project). They were removed between 2010 and 2012. Behind KEN-561 isone
of two historic footbridges across the Ninilchik River. Alyce E. Anderson, Alyce E. Anderson Collection, Anchorage Museum 1990.003.002
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Archaeological Testing at Old Ninilchik, Kenai Peninsula, Alaska

Abstract

In October of 2012 Charles M. Mobley & Associates (CMM&A) conducted
archaeologicd testing dongwater maindignmentsto bebuiltin Old Ninilchik ontheKena Peninula,
under AlaskaFiedd Archaeology Permit 2012-28. ADNR’sVillage Safe Water Program engaged
Michadl L. Foster & Associatesto assist with the engineering and permitting of the project, and
they inturn contracted CMM& A to dothearchaeol ogicd investigations. Old Ninilchik congtitutes
theNinilchik Historic District (KEN-032), which issuggested by documentation onfileat the
AlaskaOfficeof History and Archaeol ogy to beeligibletothe Nationa Register of Historic Places
for both architectural and archaeological values. The period of significanceis1830-1930.

A tota of 32 archaeol ogicd trencheswere dug with amachine, and another nineweredug
by hand with shovelsand trowels. Organic horizonsand/or coal ashlensesbelieved to reflect
former land surfaceswerefound inwell over half the41 trenches, and artifactsdating to the early
portion of the period of significance werefound in morethan 20 trenches.

Archaeol ogical depositscontributing to the historic district were detected in the southeast
end of old Ninilchik aswell asthe northwest end. The middlethird of Mission Avenuerevealed
littleintheway of artifacts, though the buried organic horizon continued there. Tworoot cellars
and athird buried one (KEN-555) upsopefrom Hillcrest Avenue near the northwest part of the
road are contributing elementsto the historic district; arevised plan for thewater mainwill place
the pipein themiddleof theexisting roadbed and avoid disturbing those archaeol ogical features.

Construction of the water main in the remainder of the project footprint will disturb
archaeol ogica depositscontributing to thehistoric digtrict, and thehistoric district isdligibleto the
Nationa Register, sotheproject will havean effect on historic properties. Two artifact-rich buried
historic midden depositswere uncovered —onein thesoutheast half of Mission Avenue (inTrench
10), and one near the south end of Bayview Street (in Trench 35) —and each appeared to extend
laterally inoneor moredirections. Lesser artifact densitieswerefound buriedin nearby trenches.
A gravel featurewasuncovered in Trench 46 up Missionary Way NE, and the excavationssuggest
that the undevel oped ROW hasthe potential for undisturbed archaeol ogical depositsfromthe
period of significance. Nofeaturesthought to represent buil ding footprintswere uncovered except
for theburied root cellar.

Tomitigatetheeffects, an archaeol ogical monitor during construction isrecommended for
most of the 2,200" of water main to be built in the historic district, consisting of: each end of
Mission Avenue, both upper and lower Missionary Way, most of Bayview Street, and thelower
100 of Hillcrest Avenue. The portion to be excluded from monitoring isthe central portion of
MissonAvenue, and most of Hillcrest Avenue. If delaysduring construction (whilearchaeol ogical
informationisbeing extracted by themonitor) are not acceptabl e, then mitigation along Missionary
Way NE and SW could take the form of datarecovery excavation prior to construction. The
depth of road fill esewherein theAPE makesarchaeol ogical datarecovery lessof an optionthere
compared to monitoring.
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Introduction

| ntroduction

Intheold village of Ninilchik (KEN-
032), ontheKena Peninsula, Village Safe Water
(VSW) under the Alaska Department of
Environmenta Conservation (ADEC) plansto
construct anew water distribution system and
individual septic systems. Contracted to
supervise the project isMichael L. Foster &
Associates (MLFA), with Holly Morris as
assistant project manager. CharlesM. Mobley
& Associates(CMM& A) has been contracted
to MLFA to assist with cultural resource
compliancefor the project, beginningwith an
archaeologicd survey for potentid well locations
seven yearsago (Mobley 2006).

VSW, the Alaska State Historic
Preservation Officer (SHPO), and MLFA
agreedinAugust 2010that the project warranted
archaeological testing prior to construction, to
determinethe presence or absence of surface
or buried cultural resourcespotentidly digible
to the National Register of Historic Places.
CMM& A prepared an Archaeol ogical Testing
Plan (ATP) in October 2010 (Mobley 2010),
whichwas subsequently gpproved by the SHPO
and VSW. The ATP was implemented by
CMM&A inearly October 2012. A debriefing
letter was submitted on October 12, and an
interim report was submitted on March 11,
2013. Thisdocument condtitutesthefina report
of archaeologicd testing and presentsthetesting
results, aconsideration of National Register
eligibility, and recommendationsfor mitigation.

Thisintroduction providesanaturd and
cultura historical context for thiscurrent study.
Following theintroductionisasummary of the
ATP, after which the general results of the

archaeological testing are presented. Five
featuresdiscovered inthefive separatetrenches
arediscussed in a separate chapter, followed
by a chapter discussing the contents of the
remainingtrenches. Theconclusonsummarizes
the significance of the features and artifacts,
discussesthemintermsof theNinilchik’shistoric
district (KEN-032), and makes suggestionsfor
mitigation. A bibliography follows the
conclusions. Appendices present additional
information including an analysis of thebones
by LindaF. Yarborough, and an inventory of
oldNinilchik’sbuildings.

Natural Environment

Ninilchik islocated at the mouth of the
Ninilchik River, ashort watercoursethat drains
into Cook Inlet between Kasilof and Anchor
Point (Figure1). Theregionispart of theKenai
lowlands, aland of flat benches, low hills, ridges,
streams, muskegs, and lakesformedinglacia
outwash of Tertiary age (Bennett 1918:32-33).
Along most of Cook Inlet the Kenai lowlands
end abruptly in 200" gravel and sand cliffs
overlooking wave-swept beaches(Rieger et dl.
1962:1). Severa elementsfavorableto human
settlement cometogether wherethe Ninilchik
River’sincised channel and floodplain meet
Cook Inlet, including a few acres of fertile
floodplain soils, anavigable creek providing
shelter from Cook Inlet, and agradudly inclined
approach tothebeach. Old Ninilchik’ssoil is
classified inthe Moose River Series (Hinton
1971.:20), conggting of poorly drained sand, silt,
gravel, andloam.
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Figure 1. Ninilchik islocated onthe Kenai Peninsula, where the Ninilchik River enters Cook Inlet.
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underlain by very gravelly sand.

The Moose River....soils occur mainly along the Ninilchik River and the lower cour se of
Deep Creek....They consist of stratified sandy and gravelly material, and they have a
high water table. These soilsare flooded during spring thaws or during long periods of
rainfall....The Moose River soils have, on the surface, a thick mat of organic material
over olive-gray silt loam 2 to 5 inches thick. Below the silt loam, to depth of 30 to 42
inches, is mottled dark-gray to dark greenish-gray stratified sand and silt loam. It is

Hinton (1971:20)

Ninilchik’ swesether isgenerdly likethat
elsewhere in Cook Inlet — a maritime/
continental climate with average summer
temperaturesin the high 50s (°F) and average
winter temperaturesinthelow 10s(°F); annua
precipitationisabout 15", of whichlessthan half
fallsassnow (Municipality of Anchorage 1982).
Thevegetation of Ninilchik isalso typical of
Cook Inletingenera, with grasses, shrubs, and
other ground-covering floragrowinginmeadows
and muskegs, with acanopy of black, white,
and Sitkaspruce, Kenai birch, quaking aspen,
bal sam popl ar, and black cottonwood (Henning
1977:142-143; Russell 1991:11).

LandanimdsintheNinilchik vicinity —
extrapolated from thelarger Cook Inlet region
— includemoose, wolf, coyote, fox, black and
brown bear, mink, marten, land otter, weasel,
squirrel, snowshoehare, porcupine, and rodents
(Henning 1977:127-134). Waterfowl! are
commononinlandlakesandtidd marshesduring
certain seasons. All five species of Pacific
salmon enter Cook Inlet and passNinilchik to
spawn (AlaskaDepartment of Fishand Game
1978). Marinemammalssuch asbelugawhaes
and seals populate Cook Inlet, and several

speciesof shellfishincluding razor clamsare
availablein the southern portion of Cook Inlet
where saltwater overwhelms the regions
freshwater contributionto thewaterbody (Reger
and Mabley 2008:200).

Cultural Environment

Cook Inlet was sparsely popul ated, if
atall, duringAlaska searly prehistoric period.
Radiocarbon dates indicating people on the
Kenal Peninsula as early as 3,500 years ago
comefrom site SEW-214 at thejunction of the
Kena and Russian Rivers (Holmes et al.
1985:248). Other sites have been found that
lack radiocarbon dates but have artifactslike
microblades, microblade cores, and burinsthat
areconsdered thousandsof yearsoldinAlaska
(Reger 1981, 1996; Reger and Pipkin 1996).

Extens ve human settlement of theKena
Peninsulatook place about 3,000 years ago,
when cultural ties were with the people of
Kachemak Bay and Kodiak Iand. They may
have spoken Yupik (Boraas2001). Useof ail
lamps, a chipped-stone tool technology, and
manufacture of notched-pebblenet weightsare

houses.

Traitsdiagnostic of this Late Prehistoric [Dena ina] period on the central Kenai Penin-
sulainclude grooved splitting adzes or narrow chisel-like adzes, marine shells, interior
hearths with no structure restricting the spread of the ashes, and large numbers of fire-
cracked rocks (Reger 1998:166-167). Less common are copper artifacts (points and
pins, probably from exposed Copper River ore deposits), ground slate points with flat-
tened-diamond cross-sections, multi-roomed house pits, and entry tunnels attached to

Mobley et al. 2003:12
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characterigtic of the*Kachemak” people, who
expanded up theKasilof and Kenai Riversand
persisted from about 900 B.C. to A.D. 1000
(Reger and Boraas 1996).

Kachemak sites on the upper Kenal
Peninsula seem to have been abandoned by
A.D. 1000, and later archaeol ogical evidence
indicates occupation by new people —
Athabaskan IndiansfromtheAlaskainterior,
whose descendants became the historic
Dena inaencountered by Vancouver and who
liveinthevicinity today (Reger 1998:169). In
addition to certain tool typesand technologies
characterizing the prehistoric Dend ina, multi-
roomed house pitsand round 3'-10" diameter
depressions — the remains of subterranean
cache pitsfor storing frozen fish through the
winter — areusually scattered acrosstheir Sites.

The mouth of the Ninilchik River is
typical of the sorts of places preferred by both
Kachemak and Dend inaprehistoric groups, but
no such sites or features have been recorded
gpecifically at old Ninilchik. Inher field notes
Fredericade Laguna(1930:78-79) wrote about
anarchaeologica siteonafox farm south of the
Ninilchik River that may have contained house
depressions. The AHRS form for Ninilchik
(KEN-032) refersto “caches’ and “house pits
of aborigina population,” butitisn't dear whether
standing log caches or cache pitswere meant,

nor whether prehistoric or historic house pits
were suggested. The University of Alaska
Museum was queried asto whether they held
collectionsfrom KEN-032, and the response
wasno. Sowhileitislikely that the mouth of
Ninilchik River saw prehistoric use, no firm
evidence of it hasyet been found.

For centuries the Dena’ina lived a
subsistencelife-stylein settlementsof uptoa
dozen multi-roomed semi-subterranean houses,
developing a shared cultural fabric that
encompassed the whole upper Cook Inlet
watershed. When Russian traders established
three posts on the western Kenai Peninsula,
between 1787 and 1798, they encountered
Dend ina Athabaskans. Russian activity at
Kasilof, Kenai, and English Bay wasresented
by thelocal Natives, and fighting between the
twowasfrequent. After aparticularly successful
Dend ina attack on Russian traders in 1797
(Boraas 2002), the Russian presence on the
Kenai Peninsula was reduced to two small
trading postsat English Bay and Kenal.

In 1847 the Russian-American
Company established aretirement community
at Ninilchik for aging employees (and their
Nativefamilies) who couldn’t or wouldn't return
totheir original European home (Arndt 1996).
Several Russan men and their Nativefamilies
moved to themouth of the Ninilchik River and

A small herd of cattle has been maintained at Ninilchik for generations. There are now
about 25 head of cattle, mostly cows, at thislittle village that are said to be the progeny
of a herd that was brought to Alaska by the Russians more than a hundred years ago.
These are not large cattle, but they are said to be good milkers.

Ninilchik is quite a thriving Native village today. Smon Kosnikoff who owns a fox
ranch a few minutes walk from town on the south side of the river has found many old
relics on his place. There are shells in the ground and many old holes which may be
house pits. Mr. Johnson, Anchorage, obtained a lamp from a Native at Ninilchik which
Is peculiar in having such a thick bottom that it is like a stand.

Bennett (1918:108)

Fredericade Laguna(1930:78-79)
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Alyce E. Anderson, Alyce E. Anderson Collection, Anchorage Museum 1990.003.010

Figure 2. Skiffsapproach two shallow-draft launchesin Cook Inlet near Ninilchik, approximately
1911-1918. The boat on the left hails from Valdez; the Swan on the right hails from Knik.

built homes, including Grigorii Kvasnikoff and
hislargeAlutiigfamily from Kodiak (Jackinsky
2002:154). Most of the familiesresiding at
Ninilchik for subsequent generations were
Kvasnikoff descendants and considered
themselves to be of Alutiiq Native ancestry
(Leman 1993), but their settlement was
successful and* onthewhole, by theturn of the
twentieth century Dena inacountry becamea
cultural and ethnic ‘middle ground’ where
‘Kenaitz,’ Aleut, Sugpiag, Russian, American,
and Scandinavian e ements merged with each
other” (Znamenski 2003:13-14). When
jurisdiction of Alaskapassed from Russianto
American handsin 1867, Ninilchik wasasmall
coastal subsistence community with limitedties
tothecommercia world.

Thecommunity livedinrddiveisolation
for decades (Russell 1991:10). Cook Inlet saw
an occasional saltery operation during thelate

Russian and early American periods, but
commercid fishing had littleimpact until 1882,
when theequipment fromAlaska sfirst cannery
(built at Sitkain 1878) wasinstalled in anew
facility constructed at the mouth of the Kasilof
River (MacDonad 1951:72). Supporting Cook
Inlet’ sfishing, mining, and fur industrieswere
goods and services offered by the Alaska
Commercial Company, whichinthelate 1800s
had storesat Kenai, Knik, Tyonek, and Seldovia
(Oswalt 2006). Cannerieswerebuilt at Kenai
in 1888, 1897, 1912, and 1917, and another
was built at Seldovia in 1911 (MacDonald
1951:72-76).

But Ninilchik was handicapped in that
“large steamers cannot land at places like
Ninilchik” (Bennett 1918:49). Northof Ninilchik
large boulderson the otherwiserelatively flat
bottom make coastd navigetion dangerousclose
to shore, according to the Alaska Coast Pilot
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Figure 3. Juanita Anderson, daughter of
Ninilchik’searly school teacher Alyce Anderson,

taught at Seldoviaand wrote aNinilchik history.

(U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey 1916:93), and
Cook Inlet’s shallow-draft boats (Figure 2)
negotiated their way into therel ative safety of
theNinilchik River’smouthonly at hightide. The

AlaskaCoast Pilotin 1916 described Ninilchik
as “asmall Native settlement with a Greek
church at the mouth of asmall stream” (U.S.
Coast and Geodetic Survey 1916:93).
Ninilchik was host to the North Coast
Packing Company cannery from 1922 until
1938, and asmaller plant was operated at Deep
Creek from 1925 to 1932 (MacDonald
1951:78). Thecash economy fromcommercia
fishingwassupplemented by subs tencepursuits
including gardening (Figure 3). TheRussian
Orthodox churchinthebottomland near theriver
was replaced by alarger church on the north
bluff overlooking thevillageby 1904. I1n1913,
after teaching two yearsinthesmall log cabin
that had served asthe Russian Orthodox church
school, AlyceAnderson and her daughter Juanita
supervised construction of a territorial
school house on the north bluff afew hundred
feet west of thenew church (Figures4-5). The
community wasrelatively salf-sufficient dueto
itsisolation, with transportation being primarily
by boat in the summer and by dog teaminthe
winter. At that time, according to Juanita
Anderson (n.d.), thefurthest any residentshad
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Alyce E. Anderson, Alyce E. Anderson Collection, Anchorage Museum 1990.003.004

Figure4. Territorial schoolteacher Alyce E. Anderson holds ahousecat in the shelter of alog cabin
then serving asthe Ninilchik school, about 1911.
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traveledintheir lifetimewas* Kenai, or maybe
Seldoviaor Port Graham.”

The Sterling Highway was compl eted
in 1950 between Seward and Homer (L ahndt
2002:136); that and the 1951 opening of
Ninilchik’s new school along the highway
marked a new erain village life (Jackinsky
2002:156). A small boat harbor begunin 1960
wasexpanded intheearly 1970s (U.S. Army
Corpsof Engineers1973). Today most visitors
totheKenai Peninsulaexperience Ninilchik as
littlemorethan afew commercial buildingson
the Sterling Highway, with acluster of homes
visbleat themouth of theriver and apicturesque
Russian Orthodox church on the bluff
overlooking thevillage. Now the oil and gas
industry and tourism— especialy sport fishing
— havejoined commercid fishing asthedrivers
inthewestern Kenai Peninsula’ seconomy.

Past Land Usein theAPE

Pertinent Russian American Company
(RAC) documentstrandated by KatherineArndt

Alyce E.nderson, Alyce E. Anderson Collection, Anchorage Museum 1990.003.
Figure5. Alargeframe school building builtin 1913 on the north bluff west of the Russian Orthodox
church served Ninilchik until the Sterling Highway location was developed as a school in 1951.
View is northwest; a second wing extending northwest is hidden from view.

(1996) alowed her to reconstruct Ninilchik’s
early settlement history, and thissummary draws
on her work as well as a short account of
Ninilchik by JuanitaAnderson (n.d.) and the
transcript of a 1976 taped interview with Ed
Jackinsky. 1n 1841 the RAC constructed a
three-family dwelling, a bathhouse, and a
cowshed at the mouth of the Ninilchik River,
intending them asthe nucleusfor aretirement
community to house aged workers and their
families. Twofamiliesdisplaced by theRAC's
relinquishment of Fort Rossin Californiawere
senttothesiteinthespring of thefollowing year,
but illnessin onefamily shortly forced amoveto
Sitka, and the consequent londlinesson the part
of theremaining family soonledthemtoreocate
totheRAC sNikolaevsk fort at Kenai. During
subsequent years the RAC successfully
edtablished small retirement coloniesat Afognak
and Spruce Island near Kodiak, while the
Ninilchik buildingsstood empty. Exactly where
these buildingswerelocated isunknown.

An earlier RAC reconnaissance had
identified five places on the east shore of Cook
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Prior to 1911 the only school that Ninilchik had was the Russian school inwhich
the priest from Kenai would teach the church rituals and give instruction in reading the
Savonic Church service and no doubt some elementary Russian....In 1911.. theresidents
of Ninilchik were urged to create a school district under the Nelson Act....Prior to the
creation of the Nelson schools the only schools in Alaska outside of incor porated towns
were what was then known as* The Bureau of Indian Schools,” for Indians only, though
an occasional white child attended them. The Nelson School was for white children....

My mother, Alyce E. Anderson, was in Seattle in late September when Governor
Hoggat wired asking her to proceed to Ninilchik to open the first school there (she had
opened the Unga school in May 1909, that wasthefirst Nelson School)....Shewas delayed
for several weeksin Seward awaiting the monthly trip of the mail boat to the Westward.
Shearrived in Seldovia only to learn that it waslate in the season and there would be no
boats going up the Inlet even asfar as Ninilchik. Several dayslater the“ Alaska” (gas-
boat) captained by Bill Murphy came down the Inlet to Seldovia for suppliesto be taken
to Kenai, and he agreed to put mother off at Ninilchik....After being on the gas boat
almost 24 hours, she was landed at Ninilchik....Most of the population spoke only
Russian...people barely left their own community and except for a few Russians from
Russia and two or three others, no one had been farther away than Kenai, or maybe
Seldovia or Port Graham. The Russian School was rented for the school, and a two
room cabin was made available for the teacher to livein....

Theonly mail toarriveat Ninilchik during thewinter was brought by Mr. Woodwind
fromHomer once a month. During the cold winter months he traveled along the beach
most of the way with the dog team, later in the spring with a two wheel cart, traveling at
low tide, and sometimes with a dory and Evinrude (outboard) engine....

The need for a school house and teacher was imperative, and....the windowl ess
school house on the bluff above Ninilchik wasbuilt. It consisted of awing for ateacher’s
residence, a very small bed-room, and small kitchen but with a nice long living room
(somewhat narrow) with a wonderful view out over the Inlet. The kitchen opened into
the school room proper, and behind the class room was a long narrow room extending
acrosstherear of the school house proper. Thiswas for manual training, and all of the
boys in school the year following were given an opportunity to learn how to use tools
and to construct useful things. The girls were taught sewing.

Chris Buschmann, General Superintendent of what was then the Northwest
Fisheries, and who was a brother of August and Eigel Buschmann, well-known in the
salmon industry of Alaska and whose father, Peter Buschmann, for whom Petersburg is
named, was approached about taking the entire supplies for the new school north. The
sailing vessel “ K. Paul” wasused....[ He] agreed to take the supplies north to Kenai free
of charge, and .. .discharged it to scows which were then towed to Ninilchik and unloaded
on the beach....The lumber was taken up the hill as was coal in later years by
windlass....The building was occupied...the Soring or Fall of 1913 or maybe the Spring
of 1914.

Mother taught at Ninilchik 8 years, | think. 1911-1912; 1912-1913; 1913-1914;
1914-1915; 1915-1916; 1916-1917; 1917-1918; 1918-1919.

JuanitaAnderson (n.d.), describing construction of Ninilchik’sfirst territoria school.




Inlet suitablefor smdl retirement colonies(taken
into consderationwereagriculturd potentid and
existing Native use). With the potential to
support four to six families, Ninilchik was
considered thebest of thefive, and from 1847
to 1851 thesitewasrecolonized. Theretirees
were Grigorii Kvasnikov and hisfamily of nine
arrivingin 1847, “Lutheran Finn” 1akov Knage
or Knaginand hisfamily of four dsoarrivingin
1847, Yakut Petr Osipov and hisfamily of three
arrivingin 1850, lvanAndreev and hisfamily of
four arrivingin 1851, and L eontii Ostroginand
hisfamily of fivedsoarrivingin 1851. In 1856
loann Komkov retired asmanager of theRAC's
Nikolaevsk enterprise at Kenai and settled at
Ninilchik with hisfamily of five. Whereasthe
yearsfrom 1847 to 1856 had been devoted to
erecting buildingsand devel oping subsistence
gardens, theRAC’snew coa mining enterprise
at English Bay created a new economic
opportunity as Ninilchik’s gardeners were
encouraged to grow produceto feed theminers.
After thearriva of Dmitrii Darynor Dar’ inwith
hisfamily of twoin 1858, and thesolitary addition
of loann lakovlev in 1861, the RAC sent no
moreretireesor their familiesto Ninilchik.

By then, Ninilchik was essentialy a
“Creole” community, meaning theinhabitants
wereat least half Native, astheonly Russian-
bornretireedill divewasDmitrii Daryn. During
thefirst decade of the American Period, from
1867101876, thevillagemantained apopul ation
of about 35individuas. In1876 Sx new families
and two singlemen settled at Ninilchik, adding
about 25 peopl eto the community, but many of
them | eft four yearslater and by 1881 thevillage
was back down to 40 people. Scholar Kathy
Arndt knows of no map of Ninilchik fromthe
1800s, according to comments she made to
CharlesM. Mabley. Anonline search of the
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American Commercial Company archives,
which incorporate those of the Northern
Commercial Company that purchased the
Russian American Company’sassetsin 1867-
68, indicates that no Ninilchik assets were
inventoried aspart of thesde. Early descriptions
of thevillagearelacking.

When jurisdiction of Alaska passed
from Russian to American hands in 1867,
Ninilchik was a small coastal subsistence
community with limited tiesto the commercial
world (Russell 1991:10). For decadesthereafter
thevillage maintained asubsi stence economy;,
including livestock (Bennett 1918:108), and
remained relatively isolated. In 1904 Lascy
(1904:77) described Ninilchik’ seconomy asone
of “cattleraising, fishing, and trapping.”

The Russian Orthodox Church had a
significant presenceat Ninilchik, andin 1904
federal surveyor Albert Lascy (1904) surveyed
USS 367 toincludethree churchtracts (Figure
6) with occupancy clams* prior to 1900.” Tract
C contained the old Russian Orthodox church,
which Lascy described as “a substantial log
building” measuring 20'x40" and surrounded by
apicket fence. “Owingto occasiona overflows,
caused by melting snow inthe spring time, the
nativesarebuilding anew and larger churchon
TractA,” Lascy (1904:85) reported. According
totheAHRSform for KEN-046, theold church
hasbeeninservicesince 1846. Tract A dready
contained the“new church” (KEN-046), which
Lascy referredto as* asubstantial log building,”
and he drew the tract boundary to include a
fenced cemetery east of thechurch. In between
the two church tracts, just north of the old
church, Lascy surveyed the old Russian
school house (KEN-031) — another “ subgtantid
log building” — asTract B, mentioning that the
lot waspartly fenced (Figure6).
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Figure 6. In 1904 federal surveyor Albert Lascy plotted three tracts containing the old Russian

Orthodox church, the school, and the new church and cemetery at Ninilchik. Northisat the top.

Except for theold church, Lascy (1904)
didn’t report building dimensions. He did,
however, plot four buildingsin addition tothe
two churches and schoolhouse, and he made
several vague observations about nearby
dwellings and fences. Two of the buildings

consisted of a small cabin just outside the
northeast corner of the new church lot (Tract
A), and ahousejust outside the new church’s
southeast corner. Two other buildingsconsisted
of ahouse on either side— to the east and west
— of theschoolhouse. InhisnotesLascy (1904)

children. It was pretty big.

them. They were made out of wood.

2010

I’ ve been here 26 years. The [Leo] Seik house used to be here. They had 17

When we got herein 1984 thiswas just a cracker box. It was 16'x20’, with a

ceiling, but we tore it out and added a loft. The rental cabin had been a banya — a
Russian steam bath. We built it. There was no running water.

The little green house has dovetailed notched logs under it. They tore down an
add-on but left the old part. Nadia [ Oskolkoff] died about 4 to 5 years ago.

They took the Jackinsky cabin apart and put it back together, but they shifted
the axis 180 degrees. | don’'t know why they took it apart.

All the houses had root cellarsin the side of the hill, so they wouldn’t get water in

Ninilchik resident Deanna Smith, talking with CharlesM. Mobley, September 24,

10
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| wasbornand raisedin Ninilchik. They started the highway the year | graduated.

The flat roofed building belonged to Fr. Mike Oskolkoff —they had a storeinit.
They made ice cream, and they had some real nice dancesthere. Behind that was their
house (thered house). Hillcrest Avenue we called the CCC road - because the CCC built
it. We had a nice footbridge to the spit. WWe'd meet people on the bridge, and lean
against therailing - like Seldovia before urban renewal. It was a fun place. Everybody
went to the same church, school, post office -- lots of visiting! We played kick-the-can,
hide-and-seek, hopscotch, red-light/green-light. When | wasa girl the guys played pool
and poker in the newer frame part of the store, to the west. It wastheir recreation hall.
[ Inthe frame building (KEN-550)] they had dances upstairs- | think Harry Leman lived
below. Harry and hiswife. At onetimethey ran a post office out of the building - | took
careof it for aweek. That wasinthe mid-1940s. It wasin the northwest corner. Before
that the post officewasin a little building on the spit, where the camping is now, north of
thelittle cabins. Theairline would come in about every two weeks —it landed right on
the spit. It was a red-and-white plane. We'd yell “ Woodley! Woodley!” That was the
name of the airline.

People used to have root cellars. We had one up the hill, but | didn't like it.
Everybody in the village had cows. | remember them being dark red. They wandered
around, so you had to fence your garden. Potatoes mainly. Onions, carrots, beets,
rutabaga, cabbage, turnips. We used to have Petrowski turnips, delicious, yellow —Ilike
little apples. But you can't get the seed anymore. We used to make prost.kocia - yogurt.
Mom would pour the milk into tin cans, took the cream off the top, then eventually we

would get cottage cheese.

little money for the church.
CharlesM. Mabley, September 24, 2010

My husband cleaned out the old Russian school and we sold the stuff to make a

Ninilchik resident Mae Demidoff, talkingwith

made reference to “fenced lots and houses’
adjoining the schoolhouselot (Tract B) onthe
east and west sides, the same north of theold
church lot (Tract C), and a “fenced lot and
shaks’ west of theold church.

Log cabin construction prevailed at
Ninilchik at thebeginning of the 1900s, according
to Lascy (1904), and hisfield notesindicatethat
theareaaround the old ROC church and school
was occupied by houses and fenced gardens
(fencing was necessary to keep out the cattle,
whichroamedfree). By theend of first decade,
however, changewasevident a Ninilchik. The
first territorial school wasestablishedin 1911
with the arrival of schoolteacher Alyce E.
Anderson, marking asignificant acculturative

shift symbolized by the suppression of Russian
languageinclass. Classesweretaughtinalog
cabinthefirst year (Figure4), until anew 20'x30
school was built on the bluff west of the new
ROC churchin 1913 (Jackinsky 2010).
AlyceAndersonwasnot only Ninilchik's
first public schoolteacher, she was one of the
village's early photographers, as well. Her
photographsof Ninilchik (onfilea theAnchorage
Museum at Rasmuson Center asB1990.003 —
the Alyce E. Anderson collection, and made
available for this project courtesy of great-
granddaughter Leslie Anderson) show frame
congtruction among themany log cabinsbetween
1911 and 1918. Though there were a few
buildings on the spit including atrio of small

11
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Alyce E. Anderson, Alyce E. Anderson Collection, Anchorage Museum 1990.003.003

Figure7. By thetimeAlyceAnderson was photographing Ninilchik (1911-1918), thevillage'sarchi-
tecture was a combination of log and frame buildings.

cabins, most development wasonthenorthside
of theriver at thebase of thebluff (Figures7-9).
A narrow road angling up the north bluff, out of
thevillage and past the new church aong what
isnow called Hillcrest Avenue (Figure9), was
referred to as the “CCC Road” according to
MaeDemidoff. Smdl log cabinsformedarough
alignment mostly north of whatisnow Mission
Avenue, situated above the river’s flooding
(Figure 8). The gentler portion of the slope
below the church bluff (on both sdesof Hillcrest

Avenue), with itsadvantageous solar exposure,
was used primarily for gardening (Figure 9).
Root cellars were built into the same slope,
adjacent tothegardens. Atleast two commercia
buildingswerein useaong thedough, andthe
building pattern therewas oriented tothed ough,
the spit, and the inlet beyond (Figure 7). In
contrast, theland use pattern of the remainder
of thevillagewasoneof parallel zonestrending
up the north bluff to the church: first theflood
zone of theriver, then a series of log cabins

Alyce E.Anerson, Alyce E. Anderson CoIIin, Anchore Museu 1990.003.007
Figure 8. In thisview east (1911-1918), log cabins are strung out on the hillside, upslope of what
would become Mission Avenue.
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Alyce E. Anderson, Alyce E. Anderson Collection, Anchorage Museum 1990.003.002

Figure 9. By the period 1911-1918 Ninilchik, here viewed west from the cemetery, had “streets’
corresponding to today’s Hillcrest Avenue (right of center) and Bayview Street (left of center).
Seven of the buildings shown herewere till standing in Ninilchik in 2010.

(Figure 8), then gardens, then Hillcrest Avenue
(Figure9), then the steeper dopewith gardens
androot cellars, and the church and territorial
school at thetop of the bluff (Figure 7).
Photographsof Ninilchik between 1918
and the 1940s are evidently rare and were not
consulted, but imagesare avail ablethereafter.

Archiva photographsfrom the decade between
1940 and 1950 show the village building
compostion shiftingtothat of today (Figures10-
17). At the beginning of World War |1 most of
thevillagerscouldtracetheir rootsback severa
generationsto the Russian Era, and el ectricity
and running water were lacking. A long

All of the people lived right there in the village, nobody lived out in the woods or
along the road. There was no road. In the summertime we'd ride by boat....And the
season traveling by boat is from April to November and then the Inlet starts freezing up,
cold weather you know. It's pretty hard traveling so in the winter the people more or less
stayed around here... In the wintertime when the beach was frozen we’ d go by dog team
or walked...We didn’t have much fresh stuff in the winter....you got your food from the
garden; cabbage, carrots, potatoes. Of course, we went out to the woods to get our
meat....They went out and picked berries [for] preserves and jellies and
jams....Cranberries, blueberries...

Some of them had summer jobs - fishing. You worked out in the cannery or they
went out and fished. There were no jobs in the wintertime. There was a cannery or
several canneriesin thevillage around the creek down there...you bought all your supplies
there....there was three at one time....[\\e wore] sweatshirts and blue jeans...you got
them from the canneries[or] Sears & Roebuck, Monkey Wards, mail order houses.

They had dances every now and then. ....not the jitterbug, no, no, that was too
wild! They played the guitar, accordion, fiddle, and mouth organ.

Edward Jackinsky, from the transcript of a1975 interview taped by Natalie Dimmick
for the Future Homemakers of America, onfileat theAlaskaState Library, Juneau
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JN. Trelford, FAA Collection; Anchorage Museum, B86.28.92.8168top

Figure 10. By 1950 Ninilchik had an airstrip (foreground; view southeast). A delapidated foot bridge
crossestheriver left of the windsock. Inview are buildings KEN-561, KEN-550, and KEN-552.
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Sidney H. Hamilton, Sidney Hamilton Collection; Anchorage Museum, Gift of Emily Turner, B76.82.179

Figure11. From afavored camerastation on the bluff overlooking Ninilchik to thenorth, Ninilchik in
1952 was a quiet village with houses and gardens on either side of Mission Avenue.
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Steve McCutcheon, McCutcheon Collection; Anchorage Museum, B90.14.5.TV.131.19

Figure 12. A 1954 aerial view looking north shows much of the project area and at least six root
cellars along Hillcrest Avenue. The second foot trail from the right up to Hillcrest Avenue, fainter
than the easternmost example, roughly follows the Missionary Way NE right-of-way.

footbridge struck southeast fromthevillageto
crosstheriver, and another striking east-west
continued acrosstheriver to connect the spit
with theend of Mission Avenue (Figure 8-10).
A bridgefor vehicletraffic connecting to the
Sterling Highway wasin place at the present
location at least by 1950, accordingto archival
photographs. A drivablegravel track connected
Seward and Homer by 1941, though thejourney
took morethan aday (Jensenn.d.).
Beginninginthe 1940sNinilchik had a
post office(Orth 1967:691), operating for atime
out of alargeframebuilding (still standing as
KEN-550) on the west side of town (Figure
10) that also housed adance hall and pool hall.

In 1941 alarge 44'x54' school building was
completed near the 1913 building (Figure5),
but it burned down thefollowing year, and the
older school was reoccupied until amodern
facility opened fronting the newly constructed
SterlingHighway in 1951 (Jackingky 2002:156).
By 1950 the sand spit protecting the mouth of
theNinilchik River had been graded for useas
anairgtrip (Figure 10), and the community was
served by two airline companieswith scheduled
flights several times weekly (Day 1950:5).
Photographs from the 1950s show the
community layout much asitisnow, but with
morelog cabinsand gardens (Figures 11-14).

15



Archaeologica Testingat Old Ninilchik, Kenal Peninsula, Alaska

Figure 13. A 1951 panorama (continued next page) of old Ninilchik shows the village layout to be
much likethat of 2013, though building construction and demolition is apparent.

-

University of Alaska-Anchorage - hmc-0370-series5a-8-97

Figure 14. Truck styles suggest this view dates to the late 1950s, showing the junction of Mission
Avenue, Bayview Street, and Hillcrest Avenue.
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Figure 13 (continued). The 1951 panoramashowstwo large hillside gardens at the southeast end of
the old village. Note schoolhouse just |eft of the church on the skyline.

Steve McCutcheon, McCutcheon Collection; Anchorage Museum, B90.14.5.TV.131.23

Figure 15. A 1961 view looking northwest (compare to Figure 11) shows that a few buildings had
been removed during the preceding decade, but the village layout remained the same.

17
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Figure 16. In 2012, perforated steel “Marston
Mat” from the 1950s airstrip on the beach could
still beseeninold Ninilchik.

With improving road access to
Anchorageand Homer, aswell asimplementation
of an extensivefederal homesteading program
on the Kenai Peninsula, the uplands around
Ninilchik were developed for residential,
agricultural, and commercid purposesduringthe
latter decades of the 1900s. The community of
closely related families at the mouth of the

Ninilchik River became*oldNinilchik.” Asmall
boat harbor builtin 1961 sank about two and a
half feet during the 1964 earthquake; it was
expanded either in 1967 (tpub n.d.) or theearly
1970s(U.S. Army Corpsof Engineers 1973).
Theairstrip onthe spit wastill inplacein 1959
according to DOT& PF maps, but eventualy it
wasjudged unsafeand theareareturned to other
uses. Scattered piecesof “Marston Mat” (the
interlocking perforated-stedl platesdeveloped
for military landing stripsduring World War I1)
cangtill befoundinthevillage (Figure 16).
Ninilchik’s two footbridges are now
gone, and mgor flooding from storms— notably
in 1967 and 2002 — has scoured the river
channel (Figures17, 21). Today most visitors
totheKenai PeninsulaexperienceNinilchik as
littlemorethan afew commercial buildingson
the Sterling Highway, with acluster of homes
(representing the old village) at the mouth of the

—

Kenai Peninsula Borough

Figure 17. 1n 2002 the Ninilchik River jumped its banks, cut the bridge to the village, and tore out a
long section of the road to the spit. View iseast.
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AHRS Sitesand BuildingsPrior to 2010

KEN-032 Ninilchik Historic Digtrict (includesdl of thefollowing AHRS properties)
KEN-031 Old Russian Orthodox Church schoolhouse
KEN-046 Russian Orthodox Church
KEN-060 CreoleCabin
KEN-218 RoseNinilchik Village Store
New AHRS Sitesand Buildings Recorded in 2010
KEN-550 dancehdl
KEN-551 logbuilding
KEN-552 Lemancabin
KEN-553 Chaka'sRoost
KEN-554 Red House
KEN-555 two side-by-sideroot céellars
KEN-556 Nadia'shouse
KEN-557 Jackinsky cabin
KEN-558 house
KEN-559 restlesscabin
KEN-560 cabin
KEN-561 KEN-060 (inadvertently double-numbered)

Table 1. Propertiesin the Alaska Heritage Resource Survey (AHRS) system recorded prior to
the 2010 ATP, and properties assigned numbers in 2010 (see Appendix).

river and apicturesque Russian Orthodox church
overlookingthevillagefromthenorth bluff. In
recent decadestourism and oil/gasexploration
and devel opment havejoined commercid fishing
as the drivers in the area’s contemporary
economy.

PreviousInvestigations

Archaeological investigationsin the
Ninilchik vicinity began with Frederica de
Laguna swide-ranging 1930 survey of Cook
Inlet (de Laguna1975), but sherecorded little
about Ninilchik beyond afew commentsin her
field notes (de Laguna1930:78-79). George
B. Schaller excavated partsof two multi-room
housesnear Ninilchik in 1955 (Schaler 1957),
but thework produced littleinformation. Gibson

and Mischler (1982) reported afox farm near
the Sterling Highway bridge over theNinilchik
River while inspecting the proposed State
recreation site, but thefind wasnot assigned an
AHRSnumber. Cultural resource compliance
surveysof thelast 30 yearsareresponsiblefor
most archaeol ogica sitesrecorded from Kenai
to Homer (Mobley et d. 2003:5-8), particularly
studiesfor oil and gaspadsand pipelines.

The resulting archaeological and
architectural sites entered into the statewide
Alaska Heritage Resource Survey (AHRYS)
inventory onthewestern Kenal Peninsulainthe
last three decades have included few near
Ninilchik. A anglemulti-room housedepresson
with several smaller depressions (KEN-158),
likely representing a traditional Dena ina
residence, islocated ontheriver bluff upstream.
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Otherwise traditional Native archaeol ogical
festuresknownintheimmediateNinilchik vicinity
arelimited to those mentioned by de Laguna
(1930:78-79) and the house pits and caches
mentioned intheAHRSformfor theold village
of Ninilchik (KEN-032) — all of which are
currently unconfirmed.

OldNinilchik villagewasdesignated as
KEN-032 (Ninilchik Higtoric Digtrict) toinclude
not only old Russan-American period buildings
but house depressions and foundations and
cache pit depressions, according to thedigitized
AHRSform. Of thesix referencescited onthe
AHRSform, copiesof only threeareknown to
exigt, and none contain such detailed description.
The original hand-printed AHRS card dated
1976isabit moredescriptive, reporting not only
standing buildingsbut “ afew surfaceremainsof
Russian-Creole Era, and areais chock full of
caches, house pitsof aboriginal population.”

Theoldvillageof Ninilchik (KEN-032)
contains, in addition to those unconfirmed
archaeol ogical features, severa old buildings
(Table 1). Prior to the preparation of the
Archaeological Testing Plan (ATP) for this
current water project, KEN-032 subsumed four
buildings entered into theAHRS system. The
old Russian Orthodox school house (KEN-031)
isasmall log cabinthat wasin placeat least by
1904 (Lascy 1904), and is said to have been
built in 1896 (Jackinsky 2010). The current

Russian Orthodox church (KEN-046) wasbuilt
onthebluff overlooking theold villagearound
1901, accordingtotheAHRSform. Thechurch
isontheNational Register of Historic Placesas
part of amultiple-property nominationfor all of
Alaska shistoric Russian Orthodox churches.
The Ninilchik village store (KEN-218) on
Mission Avenue is a composite building
containing construction dating to the 1880s,
1890s, 1910, late 1920s, and 1970s, according
totheAHRSform. A log cabin (KEN-060) by
theriver at the northwest end of MissionAvenue
wasbuilt around 1903, according totheAHRS
form. WhenaNzationd Register nominationfor
theNinilchik historic district (KEN-032) was
prepared in the early 1970s and circulated to
the community for review and comment,
conflicting public responsetabled theidea.

In 2010 more buildingswere assigned
AHRS numbersaspart of thisproject, in order
to hel p organize archaeol ogicd information and
develop the ATP. Access to the Anderson
photograph collectioninmid-2012 further helped
to describe and datethose buildings. Atotal of
12 new AHRS numberswere assigned at old
Ninilchik to include amix of frame and log
buildings, of which several arenearly acentury
old. Appendix A of thisvolumeisaphotographic
catal og of theAHRS sitescomprising KEN-032
— old Ninilchik, with revised and expanded
descriptions.
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Archaeological Testing Plan

AnArchaeological Testing Plan (ATP)
was completed for the Ninilchik water main
project in 2010. That document assembled
background information about Ninilchik,
discussed the scope of the proposed
undertaking, estimated the archaeological
potential of the project area, and proposed
means to test the project area for its
archaeologicd potential. Thischapter isbased
upon the ATP, and presents the information
largely asit was conveyed in that document.

Areaof Potential Effect

TheAreaof Potentia Effect (APE) was
addressed in aset of plansprepared by MLFA
dated October of 2010. Most of the project
constructionwill take place onthe north side of
theriver inthecurrent residential area; work on
the south side of theriver consists of awater
main running under theroadtothebeach, awater
treatment building, and awell (Figures 18-19).
Thewater main alignments have been defined
withinthevillage on the north side of theriver
(Figure 20), but thelocationsof thewater service
alignmentsareonly generally known, and the
locations of the individual septic tanks and
drainfieldshave not yet been defined. Thewell

and water treatment building site, on Block 7/
Lots4, 5and 6, was surveyed for archaeol ogy
in 2006 with nothing found (M obley 2006).

Water mainswill be buried 10" below
ground surface, requiring mechanical disturbance
downto adepth of 12, with the exception of
thetunnding beneaththeriver (whichwill require
deeper excavation). Old sewer and water lines
encountered during congtructionwill beremoved.
Theproject callsfor construction of: 3,300" of
new water main (of which about two-thirdsare
intheoldvillageand one-third isunder theroad
on the south side of theriver), 11 water main
vavedations, and 19water hydrants. Thewater
serviceswill rangefrom 50’ to 100’ long for
quaifying parcels. For parcelsthat do not meet
funding agency digibility requirements, sub-outs
for sarvicelineswill beingaled at adjacent water
mains (VSW dataindicatethat, of 21 parcels
withinthe project area, resdentia structureson
15 parcelsareeligiblefor VSW-funded water
sarvicelines, whilethenumber eigiblefor new
or replacement septic systemsisunknown). For
theseptictanksand drainfieldsit wasassumed
that constructionwill not disturb depthsbeyond
12'.

The new village water mains will be
congructed mostly withinexigting strest ROWs:
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Figure 18. The project area encompasses most of the old village of Ninilchik aswell as aportion of
the beach access road southeast of theriver. Cook Inletisat upper left; the Sterling Highway winds
through theimage from lower left to mid-right.
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Hillcrest Avenue, and Bayview Street. Also shown are inset maps corresponding to detailed street
24

plans appearing on subsequent pages.

Figure 20. In the old village the proposed water main follows Missionary Way, Mission Avenue,




Mission Avenue — the main street, Hillcrest
Avenueangling up thehillsdetotherim of the
north bluff, Bayview Street to the southwest of
Mission Avenue's terminus (basically the
driveway for the Steve Vanek and Teague Vanek
parcels), and Missionary Way SW — another
driveway that servesseverd parceds(Figure 20).
Missionary Way NE isaplatted accessbut the
upper slopeistoo steep to have ever been so
used except asafoot trail (Figure12), and the
lower slope hasbeen residentia at least since
1904. Plans for the water main installation
indicate aproposed routeactualy 10" south of
the platted ROW, requiring acquisition of an
easement on private (Russian Orthodox Church)
property. Thewidth of excavationsfor thewater
mainsareexpected tobeupto 10, with wider
disturbancesat hydrants, stub-outs, and service
lines, and the excavations are anticipated to
occur anywhere within the road prism and
possibly outsdeit.

To summarize, the APE for theproject
ispartly defined, with proposed locationsfor
thewater main but not servicesor septic systems.
Most of thewater mainisto beunder existing
streets, but somewill be beside existing streets
and somemay enter privatelots. All of thewater
services connecting individual housesto the
water mainwill crossprivatelots. Theonsite
sawer systems, each congsting of aseptictank,
drainfield, and sewer pipe, will be constructed
within an unknown number of privatelots.

I nfor mation Sour ces

TheATPwas prepared using archival
resources, oral history, and on-site observation.
Archivad materid — particularly old photographs
and mapsof thevillage— was sought from the
Pratt Museumin Homer, University of Alaska-

Archaeologicd TestingPlan

Anchorage Archives, and on-line catalogs
includingtheUniversty of Alaska-Fairbanksand
theAlaskaState Library in Juneau. Especialy
useful werethe collections of the Anchorage
Museum at Rasmuson Center, aswell asthe
original planfor USS 367 — thethree Russian
Orthodox church tracts, madein 1903. The
AnchorageMuseum’'simagesof Ninilchik taken
between 1911 and 1918 in the Alyce E.
Anderson Collection (B1990.003) were not
initidly availablefor research purposesbecause
the museum did not know wheretheprintscame
from and had no accession information onfile.
Withtheaid of National Park Servicehistorian
John Branson an heir of Alyce Anderson was
found— great-granddaughter LedieAnderson
of Boston—who graciously gavethe museum
permissionto maketheimagesavailablefor use
inthiscurrent Ninilchik study. Assomeof the
oldestimagesof historic Ninilchik the photos
arean invaluableresourceto confirm some of
Ninilchik’s old building dates, century-old
buildinglayout, and higtoricland-useintheAPE.

Oral higtory effortsincluded onetaped
interview and several interviewsrecorded in
notebooks. Thetaped interview — with Loren
Leman about hischildhoodin Ninilchik —was
conducted on August 31, 2010 (University of
Alaska-Fairbanks tape #H2010-31). Other
Ninilchik residents were interviewed on
September 24 and 25, 2010. Ninilchik elder
Mae Demidoff wasbornand raisedin Ninilchik
and talked with CharlesM. Mabley ashetook
notes. Current Ninilchik homeownersMonica
Vanek and Deanne Smith both discussed
building locations and other subjects with
Mabley, though intheir view their two decades
of resdency madetheminferior informants. It's
truethat someof their information regarding such
thingsasformer buil ding locationsissecondhand,

25



Archaeological Testing at Old Ninilchik, Kenal Peninsula, Alaska

but many of their comments (artifactsfoundin
the garden, etc.) constitute primary data, and
handwritten notesweretaken ontheir interviews.
Ninilchik elder Betty Porter, age 80 and now of
Kenai, briefly discussed Ninilchik history by
telephone with Charles M. Mobley. Other
knowledgeabl e sourceswere consulted during
the 2012 testing, but thischapter focusesonthe
information assembled for the 2010 ATP.

A brief 2010 on-site observation
combined archaeol ogical reconnai ssancewith
historic building inventory, and involved both
photography and surface scrutiny. Two large
s0il exposuresbesidethewaterlineROW were
ingpected for cultural material. Artifactswere
found, photographed, and left in place (or turned
over to theowner, in oneinstance), and no test
pitswereexcavated. All but the steep segment
where the ROW goes up the bluff along
Missionary Way waswalked, and theroutewas
photographed. The photography attempted to
usethesame camerastationsasthoseof historic
photographs, the often-used bluff edgejust off
the Sterling Highway southeast of thevillagehas
grownupintall aldersto obscuretheview, soa
saw was employed to recreate the image in
2010. Most of the buildingsintheold village
were photographed, particularly thosealongthe
ROW, and AHRS numberswereobtained for a
dozen (Tablel). Theresultisacharacterization
of past land useinthe APE.

Archaeological Potential

The three lines of investigation —
archival research, oral history, and on-site
observation—were used to plan archaeol ogical
testing of theAPEfor Ninilchik’ sproposed water
main. Noneof thethree sourcesof information
wasexhausted, but sufficient datawereacquired

to characterize the APE in terms of its
archaeological potential. Factors taken into
account include aspects of the natural
environment such asdevationand dope. Others
arecultura, suchasthevillage sroad congtruction
techniques and the degree to which they may
have disturbed or preserved intact
archaeological deposits.

The Floodzone

Thereach of the 2002 flood illustrates
why theinhabitantsof old Ninilchik havelimited
village development to the samefootprint for
many decades (Figures20-21), and the current
digtribution of buildingsjust skirtsthe2002flood
crest mark. That may not awayshavebeenthe
case, and theshift fromtheold ROC church site
south of MissionAvenuetothesiteonthehill in
1903-04 was prompted by spring flood risk,
according to Lascy (1904:85). A detailed
anaysisof theerosional/depositional cycleand
itseffectsonthearchaeol ogica potentid of the
river’'sflood zoneisbeyond the scope of work;
itissuggested herethat historic use could have
included buildings(especidly if onpilings) aswell
asboat moorage, garbage disposal, conceivably
outhouses, and more— though the severity of
annual flooding lessens the potential for
discovery of intact deposits. TheAPE liesin
the floodplain where it crosses the Ninilchik
River.

The South Valley Wall

The mouth of the Ninilchik River is
characterized by ameandering watercoursewith
littlefloodplain, an outflow bent 90 north for
amogt haf amileby asubstantia sand spit, and
abrupt 100 valley wallsthat intersect the I nlet-
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Figure 21. The 2002 flood damaged the bridge over the Ninilchik River and removed much of the

Archaeologica TestingPlan

road to the spit downstream, delineating the environmental zonein which past land userswould likely

not have constructed permanent buildings.

facing bluff at right angles to form a pair of
prominent pointsoverlooking Ninilchik village
from the north and south. Thenorth and south
bluff are far from the APE and not now of
concern, though the south point — a state
campground — was surveyed for archaeol ogy
in 2006 (with no discoveries) as part of the
earlier work for thisproject when potentia water
well steswerebeing eva uated (Mobley 2006:8-
12). The slope below, onthe south side of the
river valley, issteep, wet, and coveredinalders;
archaeologicd survey therefor thepreferred well
site and pump house revealed no cultural
resources (Mobley 2006:6-7). Some of the
water main— that to beinstalled under theroad
south of theriver between the pump houseand
halfway tothe Sterling Highway (Figure20) —
liesat the base of the south valley wall next to
therestored river bank (Figure 22).

The North Valley Wall

Thenorthvalley wall isnot assteep as
the south bluff, and its south-facing slopewas
vegetated in 2010in grassand shrubsasin 1904
(Lascy 1904). Hillcrest Avenueiscarved into
thedope, leading up from Mission Avenueand
angling southeast to surmount the bluff before
cutting sharply northwest towardsthe church
(Figures 20, 23-24). Residential development
hasbeen mostly limited to thelowermost part of
the scarp whereit shiftsto agentler slope, and
photographs from the 1940s and 1950s show
that thenorth valley wall wasaspecia usearea
devoted to root cellars. Deanna Smith stated
that the hillsidewas selected so that the cellars
would stay dry, and every family had one,
according to el dersMae Demidoff and Loren
Leman. At least six are visible in historic
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Figure 22. The water main south of the river runs beneath an engineered gravel road (upper left)
between the Sterling Highway turn-off and the spit. In this 2007 view east, the new well and water
treatment plant siteis at the base of the bluff in the center of theimage, new construction isupstream
and adjacent to the new well and water treatment plant, the village bridge approach is at far left, and
at upper left the road climbs towards the Sterling Highway. Compare with Figure 21.

photographs, and Ms. Demidoff was able to
identify thelocation of her family’scedllar. Two
exampleswererecorded together asK EN-555
during the 2010 reconnaissance. Other cellars
were dug into the hillside above and below
Hillcrest Avenue. TheAPE involvesburyinga
water main beneaththelength of Hillcrest Avenue
asitdrikesupthenorthvaley wdl, beforeangling
abruptly south at thetop to traverse down the
vegetated slope between the old Russian
Orthodox school (KEN-031) and the Nadia
Oskolkoff house (KEN-556) to connect with
MissionAvenue (Figure 20).

The Residential Zone

TheAPE includestheresidential zone
of old Ninilchik village onthe north side of the

river. Thewater main also travel sbeneath the
road on the south side of theriver, at the base of
thesouthvaley wall (Figure22). Onthesouth
sideof theriver aretwo houses: onedowndope
near the Sterling Highway about 100' fromthe
proposed water main, and a large log cabin
constructed over thelast coupleyearsinalarge
cut made upslopefrom theroad and waterline
ROW (Figure 22). Theroad bed onthe south
sideof theriver isan engineered cut/fill feature
with awide disturbance swath, and there the
potential for thewater main construction prism
tojeopardizeintact cultural depositsof historic
or older ageislow.

Thenorth sideof theriver containsthe
old Ninilchik village, wherethe archaeol ogical
potential ishigh. Topographically thearea's
usablespace (excuding thebarrier oit) islimited
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Figure 23. Theview northwest down Hillcrest Avenue shows many of the village's older buildings,
and has been a favored camera station for a century (see Figures 9 and 14).

Figure 24. Thewater main up Hillcrest Avenue (here looking southeast) will beinstalled beneath the
street. At left is“the red house” or KEN-554, and hidden in the weeds right of center are the two
root cellars or KEN-555.
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by thearc of theriver and itsflood zoneon three
sides, with the base of the north bluff defining
thefourth sdeto form ahabitabledistrict of less
than 10 acres. The federal surveyor in 1904
mapped four buildingsinthevicinity of theAPE,
making generd commentsabout Native houses
and fenced gardens|ocated north and west of
the old ROC church, and east and west of the
old ROC school (Figures6, 25-27).

Thel911-1918 Anderson photographs
show Bayview Street inthe samelocation asit
isnow (Figure9), passing by the prominent two-
story frame building (KEN-550) in the same
location as2012. Hillcrest Avenueangled up
the north bluff in the samelocation asit does
today. Small log cabinsand fenceswerestrung
out at the base of thedopea ongthenorth side
of what is now Mission Avenue (Figure 8),
where Lascy (1904) described Native houses
and gardens(Figure6).

Comparison of photographsfrom the
1950s (Figures 10-14) with thoseinthe 1911-
1918 Anderson collection (Figures 7-9) show
how the addition and removal of buildingsdid
littleto alter thevillagelayout. Thetownsite
survey of 1950 (USS3036) showsover adozen
lotsaveraging about one-third of anacreinsize
laid out along the contour in two rows from
Mission Avenue north to Hillcrest Avenueand
from Hillcrest Avenue upd opeto therim of the
bluff — abutting the new” Russian Orthodox
church lot (Tract A) overlooking the village
(Figure 28). Thelot pattern on the south side of
MissonAvenueismorevaried, withtwo clusters
of smaller lots. Onecluster iswest of theold
Russian Orthodox church lot (Tract C) where
Lascy (1904) reported Native houses and
gardens, and theother dluster isfurther northwest
andincludesthreevery narrow lots (Figure 28);
in both casesthe suggestion isthat the surveyor

was accommodating the spacing of existing
dwellingsand associ ated gardens.

The 1950s photographs (Figures 10-14)
show theorderly row of six lotsbetweenMission
Avenueand Hillcrest Avenuewiththeir updope
halvesuniformly put to fenced garden — the
same pattern asthat in 1911-1918 (Figures 4,
7-9). Outhouses are still located along the
contour that marksthe midpoint of thoselots,
and archival photographsindicate acentury of
such use. Wood priviesaredtill in placeonthe
south sdeof MissonAvenue, dso, so the bel ow-
ground portionsof suchfeaturescould be present
anywhere. Theresidential patterninthe 1950s
wasoneof small simplerectangular houseson
either side of Mission Avenue, most with their
eveendsfacing thestreet (Figures10-14).

Theriverbank onthe northwest side of
thevillagehddtheframebuilding varioudy used
asadancehall and post office (KEN-550). It
aso heldthefootbridge crossing theriver tothe
spit and beyond to the cannery, and acrossthe
intersection wasthe still-standing store (KEN-
218) and alargeflat-roofed building owned and
operated by Michael Oskolkoff asastoreand
dancehal, so thiswasthe commercial zonethat
faced thevillage s primary historic approach—
Cook Inlet and themouth of theNinilchik River.
Therecordsof the Russian American Company
(Arndt 1996) don’t mention astoreduring the
Ninilchik colony’searly decades, and thefinding
index for the Alaska Commercial Company
archives(whichtypicaly hasentriesfor thestores
andinventoriestransferred fromtheRACtothe
Northern Commercial Company in 1867-68)
doesn’t mention Ninilchik (Oswalt 2006).
Nonetheless, commercia activity inthe 1800s
waslikely focusedinthe samearea.

Aspart of the2010 onsite observations
CharlesM. Maobley talked withlocd individuas

30



Archaeologica TestingPlan

Figure 25. Fromthe Mission Avenueand VaIIeyAvenuelntersectl on (theroadto the spit, at Ieft) the
water main passes by the old Russian Orthodox church site (Tract C). The former church building
and fence site are superimposed from Figure 6 to show the overlap on the road ROW.

Figure 26. Thewater main branchesasn entersold N| ni I chl k Vi Ilageto travel downM |ssonAvenue
and along Missionary Way (at |eft) in both directions. Plotted are buildings surveyedin 1904 as part
of USS 367, from Figure 6. Lascy s (1904) settlement comments areaso pI otted.
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Figure 27. The water main going northeast along Missionary Way cuts through the site of a house
plotted in 1904 on USS 367. Lascy’s (1904) settlement comments (Figure 6) are also plotted. Note
the degree of overlap between the Russian Orthodox church’slog cabin school as surveyed in 1904
(in bold) compared to its position as surveyed in 2010.
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Figure 28. The 1950 plat for USS 3036 -- the Ninilchik townsite -- showsthe three Russian Orthodox
church tractsforming USS 367 aswell as new lots accommodating the community’s existing dwell-
ings and traditional use. Northisat the top.

about whether they’d found artifacts while she’'d noticed as identical to one found by
gardening (not much, they replied, though Mobley (2008:43) at Seldovia), and with
MonicaVanek identified one ceramic pattern  permission heingpected asignificant exposure
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Figure 29. Recent grading around the new site for an old cabin -- KEN-553 -- revealed historic

artifacts during abrief 2010 field inspection to help prepare the Archaeol ogical Testing Plan.

used by MonicaVanek as a garden area and
adjoining an arearecently leveledtoingtall an
oldlog cabin (KEN-553). Most of theleveled
areahad mechanically spread topsoil in asheet
no more than one foot thick (Figure 29). It
contained artifactsincluding bottle and window
glass, white-glazed ceramics, alargesquarenail,
two leather boot parts (asolewith ferrousbrads
and an upper scrap with cuprouseyes), andthe
stem fragment from awhitekaolin pipe (Figure
30). Immediatdy southesst of thenewly ingdled
cabin and leveled areathe ground dropsdown
afoot or so and hasanirregular surface, and
theretwo sherdsof “flow blue” transfer-printed
ceramicswerefound (Figure30). Thedidtinctive
ware — also found during archaeological
investigationsfor the Seldoviasewer and water
improvements (Mobley 2008:43) — was
“Introduced about 1835 and...[was] popular in

variousformsthroughout thenineteenth century”
(Magewski and O’ Brien 1987:145).

Theportionsof theAPE transecting the
residential neighborhood of old Ninilchik are:
Mission Avenuefromwhereit leavestheriver
bridge northwest to its current terminusat the
river again, Bayview Avenue, thenorthwest end
of Hillcrest Avenue beforethe street gainsmuch
elevation, Missonary Way southwest of Misson
Avenue, and at least the lower two-thirds of
Missionary Way northeast of Mission Avenue
(Figure20). Missionary Way isplatted but no
road existsexcept for thelowest 60" connecting
with Mission Avenue (Figures 31-32). That
short stretch isused asadriveway by resident
DeannaSmith, and it arcscounterclockwise past
the Russian Orthodox church school tofeedinto
MissionAvenuefurther west; itissaidtobe“the
oldroad,” and consstsof two narrow tiretracks
of exposed gravel (Figure 33).
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Figure30. Historicartifacts observed (but not I lected) inthevi cinity o KEN-553in 2010included
the sole and upper leather scrap of aboot, a square nail, glass, the stem of a kaolin pipe (above the
glass), and ceramicsincluding two pieces of “flow blue” dating from the mid to late 1800s.

Figure 31 Thewater mai will run under Mission Avenuein theforeground,with alineleavi g ata
right angle by the small greenhouse at |eft and traveling up the slopeto theright of the twin-dormered
cabin (KEN-560, at upper right) to intersect the Hillcrest Avenue segment. View isto the north.
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Figure32. The water-mai'n ub M issionéry Way will lead upslope from the lower left striking up te

short driveway, between the old Russian Orthodox schoolhouse (KEN-031, left of center) and the

house at right (KEN-556).
Road and Street Construction Techniques

Mogt of thewater mainisto beingtaled
along or beneath existing road ROWs —
generally along one side so that when asewer
mainisingalled at somefuturedatetherequired
10’ separation can be kept between the two.
TheAPE and itsroad segments have different
enginearing and cut/fill characteristicswhich bear
ontheir relative archaeol ogical potential. On
the south side of theriver theroad between the
new pump sationtothevillagebridgeand further
northeast was destroyed by flooding in 2002
and hasbeen reconstructed (Figure 22), so that
section’ssubsurface depositsarerecent. From
thereuptothe Sterling Highway intersectionthe
road iscut into thes opeand highly engineered
with adeep cut/fill profile, and thewideroadbed
isconsidered disturbed to adepth of at least six

feet. Thesection of MissonAvenueimmediatey
onboth sdesof thevillagebridgeisaso highly
engineered with considerablefill to addressthe
annua flooding hazard.

Theremainder of MissonAvenuegoing
northwest from the bridge haslittlein theway of
ditches and at most a culvert or two, and the
elevation of theroadbed isonly about two feet
higher thanthesurroundingterrain. Until at least
1961 Mission Avenue wasthe only graveled
road (Figure 15). Construction apparently
involved aveneer of grave fill (Figures34-35),
and one local individual stated that the
maintenanceregimeninvolved little morethan
occasional loadsof gravel spread from the back
of adumptruck. Thustheprobability for former
land surfaces buried intact beneath Mission
Avenue was considered high. The samewas
thought true of the Bayview Street (Figure 36)
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Figur 33. This greled track (at left, looking northwest) was once publicly traveled before the
route was realigned through the old church lot (Tract C) as Mission Avenue. KEN-031 is at right.

iw

o

mostly gravel fill over what was

Figure 34. Mission Avenue, here looking northwest, appearsto be
thought to be possibly aformer land surface.
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Figure 35. The southwest (downslope) side of Mission Avenue, here looking southeast, has an

irregular surface with vegetation and fence remnants indicating garden use.

and SW Missionary Way sections (the NE
Missionary Way section doesn’t contain aroad
withinitsROW).

Hillcrest Avenueisanarrow lanethat
angles up the north scarp of the valley to the
Russian Orthodox church (Figures23-24). The
CCC or AlaskaRoad Commission aresaid to
have built the road, depending on the local
res dent consulted, but awagontrack wasclearly
inplacethereby 1911-1918 (Figure9). The
street was al so used by villagersto reach their
root cellars and gardens, with archival
photographs showing at several root cellars
clustered at each end (Figures 12, 15). The
same photographs show atimber crib retaining
wall on the upslope side of the road as it
approachestherim of thebluff, and alongwood
rail garden fence on the downs ope edge of the
dreet asitloseselevetion towardsthe northwest.
Hillcrest Avenue’s subsurface was not

characterized inthe ATP but itslocation was
considered to have beenrelaively stablefor the
last century (Figure 37).

The 1998-1999 VSW Sewer Project

INn 1999V SW completed construction
of new sewer mainswith stub-outsto adjacent
parcels, two BioCycle systems, an ultraviol et
(UV) treatment plant, and adrainfield, dl inthe
old village of Ninilchik. Post-construction
attemptsto obtain required state and borough
permits and land-use agreements were
unsuccessful, however, and the system was not
put into service (except for thetwo BioCycle
systems). Consequently any sewer lines
encountered during the proposed water line
congtructionwill beremoved.

Section 106 consultation was not part
of VSW’s 1999 sewer project effort, and no
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Figure 36. Bayview Street, herelooking north, will be trenched for installation of the
Its surface appearance suggested historic development of the street was minimal.
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Figure 37. Asviewed to the northwest in 2010, old Ninilchik village st
settlement pattern it had in the 1950s.
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Figure 38. VSW'’s 1999 sewer project in old Ninilchik village removed alarge swathe of the street
ROW, with atypical cross-section shown here, usually offset on one side of the street so a future
water line could be buried on the other side and still maintain aminimum 10’ separation. Inthe above
schematic, the proposed water main excavation would encompass the right portion of the ROW, and
thus the APE would likely contain disturbed deposits on the sewer side and potentially undisturbed

deposits on the opposite side.

archaeological or architectural inventory was
done in association with the construction.
Information is lacking about what cultural
resources, if any, weredisturbed by the project.
As-built drawingsprepared for the sewer project
by William J. Nelson & Associatesin 2002 were
copied to the current project plans drawn by
MLFA, andwereussful for identifying disturbed
areaswithinthe APE. The sewer lineswere
indaledin MissonAvenuebetween Missonary
Way and Bayview Street, andin Bayview Street.
BioCycleunitsarelocated onthe DeannaSmith
parcel (Block 3, Lot 10), andthe LauraTrunnel
parcel (Block 3, Lot 14). The UV treatment
system, consisting of abuilding and two septic

tanks, islocatedin Bayview Street near theRion
and Betsy Vanek house. The50'x100' drainfield
is located in Bayview Street between the
Ninilchik River and the Sleveand MonicaVanek
house (Figure 19).

The sewer project as-builtswereuseful
for estimating the area and depth of prior
disturbance in the APE (since both utilities
roughly share the same ROW). The typical
trench section shows sewer pipeburied at least
six feet below ground surfacein atrench that
went down at least one foot deeper than the
pipe (Figure 38). Thebottom of thetrenchis
shown as eight feet wide, sloped to
approximately 20" wide at the ground surface,
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within aROW varying between 30" and 40’

wide. Each BioCycleunit required excavation
of aholeeight feet deep and (though no planis
provided in the 2002 as-builts) an estimated
10'x12 inarea. ExcavationsfortheUV building
and two septic tanksrequired excavation of a
holesix feet degpand at least 15 x60" hugging
thewest portion of the Bayview Street ROW,
whilethe 10'x50" drainfield likely required a
somewhat larger excavationthat was— likethe
UV system — positioned to occupy the west
portion of the ROW.

The 1999 sewer mains were mostly
buried along one side of each street, no doubt
toalow for eventua water mainingtallation on
the other side of theroad and help maintain the
minimum horizontal separation (10') required
between the two pipesby state building code.
The sewer mainswererun aong the south side
of MissonAvenue, the east Sde of Missionary
Way SW, themiddle of Missionary Way NE, in
and upslopefrom Hillcrest Avenue, and along
the east edge of Bayview Street. The“typical
trench section” (Figure 38) with atapered trench
20 -wideat thetopwasn’t confirmedintheas-
builtsandispretty widefor buria depthsinthe
range of only 8, so the average disturbance
width wasthought to be potentialy less.

Regardless, the 10" minimum separation
between sewer and water mainsmeansthat the
centerlinefor thewater maintrench will benear
the edge of the sewer trench disturbance. A
maximum 1999 sewer trench width of 20’ as
gpecifiedinthedrawings, withinaROW varying
between 30" and 40° wide, meansthat earlier
project removed between 50%-67% of the
ROW. Consequently, thewater maintrenchwill
likely encounter soilsdisturbed by prior sewer
maininstallation on one side, and potentially
undisturbed soilsontheother side. Inthecase

of the UV system and drainfield on Bayview
Street, both are on the other side (west) of the
sewer main from the proposed water main
alignment, so their disturbancefootprint isnot
expected to intrude on the APE for the water
main (thoughthesawer mainwill).

Summary of Archaeological Potential

The three sources of information —
archivd, ora history, and on-ste observation—
allowed characterization of the APE’s
archaeological potential inthe ATP(Figure 39).
That portion of the APE onthe south side of the
Ninilchik River isof low potential for buried
archaeological remains because: a) the water
main isto be buried beneath the road, b) the
road isengineered with significant cut/fill profiles,
c) the lower part of theroad isin theriver’'s
activeflood plain and washed out completely in
2002, and d) the upper part towardsthe Sterling
Highway traversesasignificant dope.

Thenorthsideof theriver iswherethe
village has aways been, and it contains the
portion of the APE that has potential for
archaeological remains (Figure 37). The
potential for buried archaeol ogica remansunder
Hillcrest Avenue wasjudged moderate dueto
theknown root cellar use along the north dope
and lack of larger dwellingsor dwelling scars
appearing in 1950s photographs.

Mission Avenue, Bayview Street, and
Missionary Way SW werejudged moderateto
highfor the potentia of buriedland surfacesthat
could contain archaeol ogical remains, giventhe
historic land use and the appearance of mostly
grave fill (and no cutting) forming theroad.

Missionary Way NE wasjudged to be
of high potential for containing buried
archaeological remains, because: a) Lascy in
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Figure 39. The APE has variable potential for containing archaeological deposits. Oral history
archival sources, and on-site observations were used to devel op characterizations of archaeological

potential inthe ATP.
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1904 mentioned houses and fenced gardensin
thevicinity, b) he even plotted one now-gone
housethat will betransected by the ROW, and
c) the areawas shielded from the main street
andthusouthousesweremantainedinthevicnity
during the 1950s.

The trenches dug for the 1999 sewer
main removed between half and two-thirds of
the street ROWs and probably disturbed part
of what will bethewater main excavation prism
(the APE), but as described above the
remai ndersarejudged to be of moderateto high
potential. Road developmentintheoldvillage
does not appear to have involved much
excavation, but rather fill over theexisting land
surface. The 2010 plans also show buried
telephonelinesthroughout thevillage; if these
wereingaled usngthetypica machine, thenthe
disturbance patternwill be approximately three
feet deegp and about onefoot wide.

Thelocations of the septic systemsare
not known and weren't addressed by the ATR,
but it was predicted that they will beingtaled in
areasof high archaeological potentid.

Cultural Materialsand Their Significance

Ninilchik (KEN-032) hasthe potential
to hold buried evidence of prehistoric habitation.
Theorigind AHRS card’ smention of Ninilchik
being “ chock full of caches, [and?] house pitsof
aborigina population” isambiguous, by thetime
the ATP research was completed in 2010 it
seemed unlikely remnants of traditional
Kachemak or Dena inahouse featureswould
have survived 160 years of intensive use —
especidly gardening—in such aconfined space.
Suchremains, if present, could include midden
deposits, semi-subterranean house pits and
cachepits, Kachemak humanremains(Dend ina

traditionally cremated their dead), fire-cracked
rock scatters, and isolated artifacts.

Historic cultura remainscouldinclude
evidenceof dwellings, storage shedsand wood
or coal sheds, root cellars, trash deposits
including ash disposal areas, outhouse holes,
fence stubs, isolated artifacts, and remnants of
boats. Therangeof potential historic artifact
typesat Ninilchik isprobably comparableto that
found at Seldoviafor adeposit dating fromthe
late 1800s to the late 1920s (M obley 2008).
Ninilchik dsohasthepotentid for yidding earlier
artifactsreflecting the Russian Era. Giventhe
Russan Orthodox influencefrom thesettlement’s
founding, itisunlikely that human intermentsof
historic agewould be present within thevillage
outsdethe cemetery. Buildingswereof logand
thuslimited in onedimensionto about 20° wide
(theold Russian Orthodox church—likely the
village's biggest 19th century building —
measured 20'x40'), and most of thelog buildings
inthe 1911-1918 photographs (Figures 4, 7-9)
appear to beabout 16'x20" — about the size of
theold Russian Orthodox school building. Itis
estimated from the photographs and maps, and
experience, that privy holesareamaximum six
feet square (more commonly 4’ x4’), and root
cellar disturbances are a maximum 8'x12'.
Historic trash deposits could bedeposited asa
sheet of varying thicknessover theentiresite, or
indiscrete surface or subsurface dumps, or both.

TheNationd Register Sgnificanceof old
Ninilchik (KEN-032) was addressed in an
abbreviated fashion in a National Register
nominationform preparedintheearly 1970sand
filed at the Alaska Office of History and
Archaeology. Theintentionwasapparently to
includebuildingsand archaeol ogical featuresin
the district, but no formal determination of
igibility wasmade.
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Goalsand M ethods of the Testing

Theprimary goal of thearchaeological
testing asspecified intheATPwasto determine
whether archaeol ogical deposits of National
Register eligibility are present in the APE.
Needed was a sample of subsurface cultural
depositsand festuresthat could be quantitatively
and qualitatively extrapolated to theAPE asa
whole. The focus of testing was to be on
portions of the APE judged of high potential,
with |esser attention to that portion of Hillcrest
Avenuejudged of moderate potential. TheATP
proposed that no archaeol ogical testing bedone
onthe ROW segmentsjudged of low probability
for buried archaeol ogical resources.

Theanticipated sizeand distribution of
buried features informed the testing interval
proposed inthe ATP. Privy holes (which are
typicdly richinarchaeologicd information), root
cdlars, and building foundationswereanticipated
componentsof Ninilchik’sarchaeology. Desred
wasatesting patternandinterva likely touncover
such features, if present. To obtain a
representative sampleadatistically defensible
approachisto devotemoreeffort searching the
low potentia areasand lesstothe high potential.

Theapproach instead wasto spread the
trenchesout to sampletheentireAPE cong dered
high or moderate archaeol ogical potential, to
increase the representativeness of the sample.
It was proposed that abackhoetrenchinterval
of about 50-60" apart be applied to Mission
Avenue, Bayview Street, and Missionary Way
SW, dl of which have somedegreeof grave fill
as a surface. Backhoe trenches were to be
approximately 3’ wide, 6 deep, and 12’ long,
placed dternately on opposing Sdesof thewater
main centerline where possible to expand
coverage. It wasrecognized that the proposed

Archaeologica Testing Plan

archaeol ogical testing pattern (Figures 40-46)
could missa16'x20" building foundation no
matter how thelong axiswasaligned, and even
more conceivablewasthat such atestinginterval
could missouthouse holes, but it was expected
that theinterval would yield asamplethat could
be cautiously extrapolated to the whole. In
contrast tothe50'-60' interva for thethreehigh-
potentia streets, agreater interva wasproposed
for moderate-potential Hillcrest Avenue. Most
of theHillcrest Avenuetesting wasto bedoneat
thelow end of thed ope, wheretherdlief lessens
and two known root cellars (KEN-555) are
located.

Thegrave roadfill on MissionAvenue,
Bayview Street, and Missionary Way SW
prompted use of mechanically assisted
archaeologica testing, using abackhoewith a
toothless bucket at the direction of the field
archaeologist, to penetrate thefill in search of
intact depositsbenesth. If oldintact land surfaces
were uncovered, excavationswereto switchto
hand techniques (shovel, trowel, selective
screening, etc.) as needed. Standard
professional excavation techniqueswereto be
used, with trenches plotted on project plans.

Tegting along Missionary Way NE was
to be done by hand except for the southwest
30'. It was singled-out for hand-excavation
because: a) it transects an arealikely to hold
outhouseholes; b) itislocatedin anareaknown
to have had houses and actually crosses one
houselocation (Figure 27); and c) it appearsto
be the least disturbed of all the APE
components. Trencheswereto bedug by hand
either paralle or perpendicular tothe ROW as
the circumstances recommended, with the
intention of broadly sampling thepotentia swethe
that could be disturbed during construction.
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Figure 40. The excavation numbering system began with mechanically dug trenches at the southeast
end of Mission Avenue, as set out in the ATP. No testing was proposed along the bridge abutment
due to an apparent lack of soil integrity.

Figure41. Mechanically dug trenches (6-27) were proposed continuing aI ong the middle portion of
MissionAvenue.

Figure 42. Hand-dug trenches 42-53 were proposed along Missionary Way NE, where the ROW
doesn’'t actually have aroad within it.
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WOTE: EXISTING PILOT PROJECT SEWER LINER
AND VALVES TO BE REMOVED WHEN EXPOSED
OR ABANDONED IN PLACE

Figure 43. At the northwest end of Mission Avenue the mechanical testing was to extend south
down Bayview Street and east up Hillcrest Avenue.

s
,/ NOTE mwuomr PROJECT SEWER LINES
AND VALVES TO BE REMOVED WHEN EXPOSED TRACT
OR ABANDONED N PLACE \mm c

Figure 44. The short water main under Missionary Way SW was to receive four test trenches (11-
14) with a backhoe.

The outline of the testing interval trencheswouldvary accordingtothe placement
presented in the ATP (Figures 40-46) was of buried telephone lines, driveways,
schemétic, redlizing that theexact placementof  microtopography, etc.
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trenches.

Theresultsof thearchaeol ogical testing
wereto beanayzed to broadly consider culture-
historical matters, determine the resource’s
significance, and evauateitsNationa Register
digibility.

Protocolsfor Discovery of Human Remains
Proceduresto befollowed when human

remainsare discovered have been worked out
by state and federal agenciesfor prior projects

Flgure 46. TheATP proposed thaI the west end of Hillcrest Avenue receive flve mechanl cally dug

acrossthegateof Alaska, resultinginardatively
stable protocol that has been formalized in
numerous Memorandums of Agreement
(MOAYS). For theNinilchik project the protocols
(see sidebar) were adapted from a2006 MOA
signed by the USDA, SHPO, and Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation for water and
sewer improvements in Kotzebue. The
archaeol ogy differsbetween thetwo places, but
theprotocolsaresmilarly applicable.
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a) Any and all human remains discovered during archaeological testing shall at
all times be treated with dignity and respect. Excavation will immediately stop in the
vicinity of the discovery and the grave, remains, and any associated materials will be
protected from further disturbance;

b) Following discovery of human remains, the Project Archaeologist will
immediately notify MLFA and the Alaska Sate Troopers Criminal Investigation Bureau,
the Ninilchik Village Tribe, Alaska SHPO, and DEC \Millage Safe Water. If theremainsare
believed to be less than 100 years old, the Project Archaeologist will also immediately
notify the Sate Medical Examiner;

c) If theremains appear to be recent inthe archaeologist’sjudgment, DEC Village
Safe Water will defer to the opinion of the Alaska Sate Troopers and the Alaska Medical
Examiner for determination of whether theremainsare of a forensic nature and/or subject
to criminal investigation;

d) If the racial identity of any human remains is in question, an anthropologist
experienced in the analysis of human remains shall examine themwithin 30 days.

€) Native remains will be treated according to the general terms of the Native
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) whether or not NAGPRA
applies;

f) Non-Native remains will be treated to the same general procedure, with every
attempt made by DEC Village Safe Water to identify the deceased and to identify, locate,
and inform descendants. If no descendants can be located it will be the responsibility of
DEC Village Safe Water to obtain a Burial Transit Permit from the Alaska Sate Bureau

of Vital Satistics and reinter the remainsin alocal cemetery;
g) If human remains are discovered during archaeological testing, work will be
suspended until the Alaska Sate Troopers and SHPO can be consulted.
Protocol sinthe event human remainsare uncovered.

Artifact Curation

TheKena PeninsulaBoroughand State
of Alaskaarethelandownersof thecity streets
within the project area (with the addition of
easements), whiletheindividual landowners
receiving septic systemsand water servicesown
theremainder. Consequently therearepotentialy
different ownersof recovered artifacts. A master
artifact inventory was proposed to identify
collected specimens by owner, so that
gpecimenscould bereturnedto their owner once
the collection was analyzed and suitably

photographed. The Kenai PeninsulaBorough
and State of Alaska are to designate a
professional curation facility with adequate
storage, conservation, security, and public and
scientific accesscapabilitiesfor their collections.

TheATPstated that artifactsareto be
cataloged, photographed and analyzed as
appropriate, and delivered to MLFA for
subsequent transmittal to the owners. Copies
of origina field documentation and photographs
areto bekept onfileat the office of the Project
Archaeologist. Upon completion of theproject,
documentation will accompany artifacts
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transferred to owners and to any designated
curationfacility, with copiestotheAlaskaSHPO
if desired.

Proposed Schedule

The ATP was written in 2010 when
imminent congtructionwasanticipated, but infact
construction was significantly delayed and the
archaeologica testing didn’ t take placeuntil late
2012. Archeeologicd testingisseasondly limited
to the period when neither snow nor frozen
ground impede excavation, which at Ninilchik
means approximately May 15 to October 31.
Baancing excavationrates, recording rates, and
crew size, the ATPproposed abackhoe-testing
crew and a shovel-testing crew operating
simultaneously. It was envisioned that the
equipment and operator would bemost efficiently
deployed if several backhoe trenches were
opened sequentially, with one senior
archaeologist monitoring the trench being
excavated and an assistant following behind to
hand-dig if buried land surfaces were
encountered. At a rate of 2 hours per
mechanically tested trench and a 10-hour day,
the 41 proposed backhoe testswere estimated
totakeeight daysof machineand operator time,
andacrew cond sting of onesenior archaeologist
and one assistant for those elght days.

The 12 hand-dug trenches along
Missionary Way, each about two feet wideand
10-12' long, were expected to require one
senior archaeologist and two assistantsfor eight
12-hour days. Sincetheintentionwasto obtain
a wide geographic sample with which to
characterize subsurface cultural deposits,
horizontal expansion of trenches to reveal
features (beyond that necessary to characterize
their form and function) was not anticipated.

The amount and nature of cultural
material to be encountered in the testing was
unknown, and therefore the effort, time, and
budget needed to addressanayssof theartifacts
and other collections (possibly soils, faunal
material, or radiocarbon dating samples) were
consdered estimatessubject torevison. Atthe
rate of one per trench the maximum number of
featuresanticipatedin41 mechanicdly-dug holes
and 12 hand-dug holes is 53, and it was
estimated that one-fourth of the test trenches
might contain cultura featuresfor atotal of 13.
The background research suggested that the
number of artifacts could range from zero to
thousands, from prehistoric aswell ashistoric
traditions, and it wasestimated that 300 artifacts
worthy of collection might be retrieved for
analysisand curation, and that many would date
to thelate Russian-American and early U.S.-
American periods. If Russian-American
ceramicsor beadsformed amajor fraction of
the collection thenthe servicesof agpeciaistto
assgtintheartifact andysiswasacontingency.

A report of the archaeological testing
must be prepared and submitted toAOHA asa
condition of theArchaeological Field Permit
(required for work on the State-owned portion
of theAPE), aswell asthe Section 106 process.
Tomeet the Secretary of thelnterior’sStandards
and Guiddinesthereport must include: project
description, natural and cultural background,
methods and goals, results of fieldwork,
description and anaysisof recovered materids,
gpecialized anaysessuch asradiocarbon dating
resultsif needed, and asummary of theproject.
TheATPrecognized that astand-al onereport
wasexpected, but that if mitigation effortswere
subsequently required, theresultsof thetesting
phase could be combined with theresultsof the
mitigation to form one comprehensivereport.
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TheAPE anditscongtituent water main
alignmentscan bedivided into about one-third
of the total on the south side of the river
warranting no archaeol ogical testing, and the
remainder consisting of Mission Avenue,
Bayview Street, Hillcrest Avenue, and
Missionary Way — comprisingtheold Ninilchik
village (KEN-032) — that doeswarrant testing.
Missionary Way consists of two parts; oneis
the segment turning southwest towardstheriver
— actually a driveway serving several
householdsradiating fromitsterminus. Theother
Missionary Way (NE) segment turnsnortheast
through backyardsthat have never beenroaded
and between two historic buildings — the
Russian Orthodox church school (KEN-031)
and the Nadia Oskolkoff house (KEN-556),
both of whichwere plotted on USS367in 1904
(Lascy 1904). The proposed water main
transectsathird, intervening building sitealso
plotted onthe 1904 survey (Figure 27), which
now in 2010 lookslike an untended yard just
upslope from Deanna Smith’'s mown lawn
(Figure 32).

Thearchaeol ogicd potentid issuggested
to be high under Mission Avenue, Bayview
Street, and Missionary Way NE and SW, and it
issuggested to be moderateto low under most
of Hillcrest Avenue and somewhat higher at the
northwest end. The 1999 VSW sewer project

Archaeologica Testing Plan

probably removed between half and two-thirds
of the street ROWSs, but the archaeological
potential of the remainder is likely retained.
Proposed here is a program of mechanically
assisted (backhoe) testing to penetrate the
surfacein and along the roadway for the APE
along Mission Avenue, Hillcrest Avenue,
Bayview Street, and Missionary Way SW, and
asecond program of extended shovel testing
along much of Missionary Way NE. It was
anticipated that cultural remainsgoing back as
far as 1841 could be encountered, including
remainsof building foundations, outhouseholes,
garbage dumps, and other domestic features.

Collections were anticipated to be
similar in character to those from Seldovia
(Mobley 2008) with an added RussanAmerican
Company component, though the potential
guantity of such material wasonly estimated.
Because several landowners are involved,
segregation of collectionsby excavation unitand
landowner was anticipated, to expedite their
return.

Thearchaeol ogica testing wasintended
to obtaininformation on the presenceor absence
of National Register-dligiblecultura remainsin
the APE. Theresultswereto beincorporated
into the Section 106 review process— through
thisfinal report — to determineif thereisan
effect on historic properties and whether
mitigation measuresarewarranted.
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Reaults

TheATPwasimplementedby CMM&A
inearly October of 2012, again contracted to
MLFA. The crew traveled to Ninilchik on
September 30, worked inthefield from October
1 through October 8, and traveled back to
Anchorage and beyond on October 9. The
archaeol ogical crew consisted of CharlesM.
Mobley, Ottar Mobley, SolyraSepulveda, Risa
J. Carlson, Signe Englert, Shona Pierce, and
Sarah Lyne, along with local laborers Guy
Watkins, TravisSchmidtz, and JekeSines. Locd
resident Andy Mathewes was contracted by
MLFA to provide and operate a Bobcat
excavator with atoothless bucket to dig the
mechanica trenches(Figure47). MLFA'sGreg
Cvitash hel ped position test trenchesamong the
utilitiesand property lines. Visitorsincluded
MLFA’s Holly Morris and AOHA’s Dan
Thompson.

A two-unit vacation rental at the
northwest end of Mission Avenue, insidethe
acuteanglemadewith Hillcrest Avenue, madea
comfortableand convenient field camp (Figure
48). A nearby canvas“clam-cleaning shack”
onMissonAvenuewasrented to stagefie d gear,
and agarage on Mission Avenuewas rented to
serve asawashing station and field |aboratory

(Figure49). Anofficeand aphotography station
were set up in one apartment (Figure 50), so
that all the artifacts could be photographedin
bag lotsbeforethe crew |eft thefield.

The 2012 investigations included,
besidesthe archaeol ogical testing, limited oral
history and archival research. Theresultsof dl
three are presented in this chapter, reserving
specific description of featuresand artifactsfor
following chapters.

M echanically Excavated Trenches

The ATP estimated that 41 backhoe
trenches could be inserted along Mission
Avenue, Bayview Street, and Missionary Way
SW, but interference with surface or buried
features precluded excavation of Trenches, 4,
16, 23, and 38-42 (Figures 51-57).
Consequently theroad aignmentswere ableto
accomodate 32 trenches dug with themachine.
In 16 of thosetrenchesadark organiclayer was
found buried beneath theroad fill (Figure 47),
andinancther eight alayer of cod ashwasfound,
ineither caserepresenting aformer land surface
(Table 2). In the remaining eight trenches
(Trenches 2, 6, 7, 9, 26, 32, 33, and 36) it
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Figure47. A Bobcat excavator with atoothless bucket, operated by local resident Andy Mathewes,
provided good subsurface visibility and artifact recovery. Note buried organic zone herein Trench
9, looking southwest across Deanna Smith’syard.

L[

TEELTIT

Figure48. Willie Dixon’stwo-unit vacation rental (back | eft, looking northeast), conveniently located
inside the corner of the Mission and Hillcrest Avenues intersection, was rented to house the field
crew. Inthe foreground Ottar Mobley and Signe Englert record Trench 28.
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gppearedtha any origina land surfaceshad been
removed prior to buria by roadfill (Figure 58).

Threedepostswarranting feature tatus
were uncovered with the machine. Trench 3
contained a12" deposit of organic soil, cod ash,
and artifacts buried beneath the amost two feet
of soil. Trench 10 contained athick deposit of
cod ashand artifactsin association withahewn
cabin log and a round log of purlin size
(excavation shifted from mechanica methodsto
hand tool s after thefeature wasfirst revealed.
Trench 35 contained athick deposit of organic
s0il and artifactsburied morethan six feet below
theroad surface.

Most of the mechanically excavated
trenches — 28, or 56% — produced artifacts
that were collected, while 14 trenchesresulted
inno collections(Table2). Inview of thefact
that dl thehand-dug trenchesproduced collected  Figure 49. Sarah L
artifacts, differential excavation and recovery

yne labels bags in a garage

provided by Deanna Smith asan artifact washing
station.

Figure 50. Solyra Sepulveda photographed artifactsin bag lots before they were removed from the
fidd.
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Figure 51. Access and buried utilities prompted omission of Trenches 1 (closest to the bridge at
left) and 4 from those mechanically excavated along the far southeast end of Mission Avenue.
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Iﬁre 52. Thelong central portion of Mission Avenue accommadated all the proposed mechaﬁi cal
test trenches except for Trenches 16 and 23.
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Figure53. Missionary Way NE isalegal ROW but isnot developed (though atrail isevident in 1954
-- seeFigure 12). Trenches43-53 were dug by hand; five (43-46, and 48) were on Russian Orthodox
church property.
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Figure54. Proposed mechanical trenchesat the northwest end of Mission Avenuewere all completed
as planned, but Trenches 38 and 39 continuing up Hillcrest Avenue were not dug because MLFA's
field engineer determined during the work that the pipe trench would be upslope from the road.
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Figure 55. Spaces between buried utilities allowed all four proposed trenches on Missionary Way
SW to be excavated, by machine, as planned
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Figure 56. Of the six trenches theATP proposed for mechanical excavation in Baywew Street all
but Trench 34 fit among the various surface and subsurface impediments.
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Flgure 57 Trenches 38 41 were not mechanically excavated on  Hillcrest Avenue because the
ML FA engineer indicated that the water main would be placed uphill from theroad -- out of bucket
reach. Two unplanned trenches (54-55) were dug by hand near two root cellars (KEN-555).
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Buried
Trench Land Surface Artifacts Bag #s Features
2 no bone 115
3 O&CA glass, ceramic, bone 6,7,89,10,12,13,14 midden
shell, metal
5 coal ash bone, glass, ceramic 15
meta, shell
6 no
7 no glass, ceramic, metal 19,21,23,148
wood, shell, rubber
organic
9 no metal 5
10 coal ash glass, ceramic, metal 27,31,32,34,35,36,37,40,41, midden
wood, shell, rubber, 42,43,46,47,49,50,52,53,54,
plastic, fabric, leather 55,57,61,62,63,64,65,66,67,
68,71,72,73,74,75,76,78,79,
80,81,83,84,85,93,97,98,101,
106,107,110,112,113,114,116,
117,118,119,120,125,126,127,
128,129,130,131,132,137,138,
139,140,141,142,143,144,145,
146,81a,81b
organic metal, bone, ceramic 102,103
|eather
1 O&CA bone 109
13 O&CA bone, ceramic 108
14 organic ceramic, metal m
15 O& CA ceramic, bone, fabric, 2829
leather, plastic, shell,
wood, glass, metal
17 organic
18 organic
19 organic bone, ceramic, metal i\
2 organic
21 organic
2 organic
2 organic
) organic
2%
2 organic metal, wood %
2 organic
2 organic bone, ceramic, metal
leather
0 organic ceramic, metal
3 organic
2 no

Table 2 (contined next page). Summary of trench contents. Trenches 2-37 were dug with a
mechanical excavator; Trenches 43-55 were dug by hand. “Organic” refersto a dark buried soil
horizon, “coal ash” refers to the yellowish ash from burning local coal, and “O and CA” refersto

both.
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Buried
Trench Land Surface Artifacts Bag #s Features
3 no plastic (composite) S°]
) O&CA rubber, bone, ceramic, 86,88,89,90,91,92 midden
leather, metal, glass,
plastic, fabric, shell
) no
37 O&CA bone, ceramic, glass @
metal, plastic
3 no bone, ceramic, metal 45
vari| no bone, ceramic, metal 30,3839
45 O&CA bone, ceramic, metal 123124,134,135,136
46 no bone, ceramic, metal, 20,26 gravel
shell, plastic
48 artifact bone, ceramic, metal, 4511171824
shell
50 no bone, metal, ceramic 123
53 no bone, ceramic, metal, 51,58,59,51a51b
shell
5 organic glass 96,104,105
% organic glass, meta 95,121,122 cellar

Table 2 (continued). Summary of trench contents.

techniques likely contributed to the lack of
samplesfrommechanica trenches. Ninilchik had
just suffered a severe rainfall that caused
groundwater to quickly fill some trenches,
potentially obscuring artifacts and features
(Figure59). Of theeight trenchescontaining no
buried former land surface, four produced no
collected artifactswhilethe other four contained
only afew recent items(Table 2). Most (11 of
14) of thetrenchesthat produced no artifacts,
though, did contain a dark organic strata
indicating aburied former land surface.

Hand-dug Trenches

Trencheswere dug without mechanical
equipment along Missionary Way NE, upsope
from Mission Avenue (Figures 60-62), and
updopefromthelower end of Hillcrest Avenue
near two root cellars (KEN-555) dug into the
hillside. Twelve hand-dug trenches (Trenches
42-53) were proposed for thisalignment, but

buried utilities and tree roots removed from
consideration Trenches42, 47, and 49, while

Figure 58. Trench 6,off e south end of
Bayview Street, revealed successive layers of
fill and no organic zone.
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Figure 59. Some mechanically dug as well as hand-dug trenches (such as Trench 45, here looking

east) were flooded by groundwater. The soil came out of this trench as adlurry.

the steep slope at the top of Missionary Way
caused Trenches51-52 to remain unexcavated
(Figure 61). The seven trenches each began
with a sod zone rather than fill as with the
trenchesinthestreets. The sod of Trenches43
and 44 cons sted of mowed lawn maintained by
Deanna Smith (Figures 32, 62), whilethe sod
of the remaining trenches on up the slope
(Trenches45, 46, 48, 50, and 53) consisted of
alooser root mat formed by perennialssuch as
cow parsnip and raspberries (Figure61). No
buried organic horizonswere observed in any
of the hand-dug trenches; the only organic
horizonwasthe present sod zone. Artifactswere
collected from each of the seven trenchesdug
by hand aong upper Missionary Way (Table?2).

Two subsurfacefegtureswereuncovered
using hand equipment. One, in Trench 46,
consisted of aburied gravel alignment striking
roughly parallel to the slope and aligned

approximately with thenorthwall of the nearby
Nadia Oskolkoff house (KEN-556).

The second feature was a fortuitous
discovery. Not specified intheATPweretwo
trenches (Trenches 54-55) dug by hand near
thetworoot cellars (KEN-555). WhiletheATP
had proposed that mechanical trenchesbe dug
along the lower portion of Hillcrest Avenue,
MLFA’'sGreg Cvitash determined inthefield
that thedignment asdrawvnwaswel |l upd ope of
the current roadbed — up a steep cut bank that
precluded use of the mechanical excavator
contracted for the project (that plan waslater
changed). Itwasfor thisreason that mechanical
trenches 38-41 were not excavated. Instead,
newly designated Trench 54 wasdug by hand
onthedopebetween Hillcrest Avenue supdope
edgeand thewesternmost root cdllar, toevauate
thedtratigraphy and potentid for cultura deposits.
A second trench, Trench 55, wasthen dug by
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Figure 60. Trench 50 was dug by hand up
Missionary Way NE, here looking south.

—

hand further northeast on the dlope and east of
the easternmost root cellar. Both trenches
resulted intherecovery of subsurfaceartifacts,
and Trench 55 came down on awood feature
that was further revealed by expanding the
excavation. Thenailed planks(inferredtobea
buried root cellar) became thefifth and final
featureassignment for theproject.

Sratigraphy

The soil stratigraphy observed in test
trencheswasvariableacrossthestudy area, but
natural soilsal reflectedtheMooseRiver Series
asdefined by Hinton (1971:20). Mot trenches
excavated by hand up Missionary Way NE, as
well asthetwo dug by theroot cellarsupsope
of Hillcrest Avenue, reveal ed abrown organic
soil beneath athick sod zonetogether forming
onehorizon, overlyingaydlowish-grey soil with

‘ S ".‘ 1 \ 18 - -
Figure61. Upsopefrom Trench 50 (foreground,
looking northeast) the grade steepened, and
consequently Trenches 51-52 were not dug.

*
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Figure 62. Trench 43 (here looking northeast)
was dug through Deanna Smith’s yard, in the
lower part of Missionary Way NE.
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higher silt content. These trenches (44-55)
contained what might appear to be the most
natural, undisturbed soils, but historic
photographs show the areas to have been in
cultivation.

Trenches 2-9 at the southeast end of
MissonAvenueweremostly excavatedinlawvns
maintained by Deanna Smith or the Russian
Orthodox church (Figure 47), and had thicker
sod likely dueto topsoil added in recent decades
for landscaping between private property and
theroad ROW. Several contained aburiedland
surface indicated by a lens of dark
carbonaceous soil or coal ash — sometimes
containing artifacts(Table 2).

Buried lenses of dark organic soil and/
or coa ashwerea so observedin mechanically
excavated trenchesfrom the central portion of
MissionAvenueto the northwest end. Most of
the trenches were positioned in the northeast
edge of the road and thus the first soil layer
consisted of thick gravel fill. Theorganiclens
was typically found below the gravel fill.
Sometimes it contained artifacts, but in this
sectionmoreoftenitdid not. Thedeeper reach
of the machine, compared to hand-tools,
allowed excavationinto underlying sediments
consisting of gray-brown sty soilsinterspersed
with orangish soil containing clay and bright
yellow-grey vol canic ash deposits.

Thedratigraphy of thefivetrenchesdug
aong Bayview Street wasvariable, with Trench
31 displaying the pattern shown elsewhereon
Mission Avenue—thick gravel roadfill over a
thin layer of grey clay, followed by athin dark
organic soil, and abasal zone consisting of at
least 40 cm of orange clayey soil. Trench 35
had the surface appearance of alush grassyard,
below that wasgrave fill overlyingathick water-
saturated organic deposit containing many
atifactsand givenfeaturestatus. Theother three

Reaults

trenches(Figure56) contained successvelayers
of gravel fill.

Each of thefour trenchesmechanically
excavated on Missionary Way SW contained a
buried organiclens, and two contained cod ash.

Artifact Recovery

Methodsfor recovering artifactsvaried
depending on excavation circumstances, asper
the ATP. Trenches dug by hand were first
removed of their sod with aflat-edged shovel,
and the sod was then chopped to determineif
artifacts were present within (the degree of
chopping wastempered by whether thesod was
to be replaced in a yard). The underlying
organic zone was then shovel-skimmed and
sifted through 1/4" mesh to recover artifacts.
Sifting stopped whentherecovery ratedropped
to zero, and shovel -skimming resumed without
thescreen. Shove-skimming and screeningin
the mechanically dug trencheswasto occur in
the event that artifact content warranted such
treatment, which occurred with thediscovery of
athick and deep middenin Trench 10.

Provenienceinformation wastakenin
metric units, so stratigraphic profilesand artifact
depthsare presented in thisreport accordingly.
The reason for using the metric systemisto
maintainthestandardinternationd archaeol ogicd
convention, realizing that the engineering
specifications and some of the historic
architectural and tool dimensions were
condructedin Englishunits instead. Englishunits
are used in this report when they apply to
something that waslikely madein those units;
otherwisethemetric systemisused.

Specimenswereretained for washing,
identification, and tabulation, withtheintention
of cullingthecollectiontoonly specimenspassing
the University of Alaska-Fairbanks Museum
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Figure63. Local resident LauraTrunnell stands
with a hand-made tool -- likely a seal flenser --
shefound while digging near the Ninilchik store.

thresholdsfor long-term curation. Objectsfound
and collected were of metal, ceramic, wood,
glass, shell, plastic, leather, rubber, and fabric.
A few large and heavy metal objects were
photographed, measured, and backfilled intheir
trench of origin. Thecollectionsweredried, but
no specid conservation techniqueswereapplied
to any materials. Artifactsare classified and
discussedin subsequent chapters. Identification
of historic ceramicswasaided by thecomments
of AOHA archaeol ogist Dan Thompson, who
ingpected al the specimens.

Faunal Recovery

Boneswererecovered from 18 of the
41 trenchesexcavated (Table2). Thecollection
of 160 specimens was analyzed by Linda F.
Yarborough through acontract between Charles
M. Mobley & Associatesand Cultural Resource

Conaultants, andisincluded in unabridged form
asAppendix B.

Oral History and Archival Research

Thefocusof the2012 investigationwas
onobtainingarchaeologica information; archiva
and oral history information was obtained
incidentaly. ImagesfromtheAlyce E. Anderson
collection were invaluable in visualizing
Ninilchik’s1911-1918 layout. Passers-by in
their vehiclesstopped to convey informationto
various members of the crew, usually having
somethingtodowithlocal land use. Never was
it possible to capture and explore such
comments in depth under the excavation
circumstances. Longer conversations were
possiblewithindividuasresdinginhomesaong
the streetsinvestigated, including Steve Vanek,
DeannaSmith, and LauraTrunnell (Figure 63).
Theowner of thevacation renta, Willie Dixon,
provided comments about the artifacts he
uncovered about 10 years ago when he
redevel oped thel ot and built the current building.

Summary of Results

Ord history and archival researchwere
secondary to thearchaeol ogical testingin2012.
Seven of the 11 trenches proposed for hand-
tool excavation along Missonary Way NE were
excavated, and two more not anticipated inthe
ATPweredug near thetwo root cellarsupd ope
from Hillcrest Avenue. All but nineof the41l
trenchesproposed inthe ATPwere successfully
positioned and excavated. Thetoothlessbucket
on the backhoe provided good soil exposure
and was senditive to artifacts, leading to a
satisfactory subsurface exploration and
information broadly distributed acrossthe study
area. Fivefeatureswere uncovered.
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Fivetrenchescontained culturd
depositswarranting feature status: Trenches 3,
10, 35, 46, and 55. Thefeatureswerenot given
numbers, but are discussed by trench number.

Trench 3

Trench 3wasdug with the mechanical
excavator near the bridge, at the southeast end
of Mission Avenue (Figure 51). The surface
vegetation cond sted of grassand weeds (Figure
64), and the thick sod mat and underlying
organic soil supporting it were continuousacross
thetrenchinthicknessesof 15-30 cm (Figure
65). Beneaththat, only inthe northwest half of
the trench, was an artifact-bearing coal ash
measuring 15 cmthick. Below themiddenand
extending acrossthe entiretrench wasa20-cm
layer of dark organic soil also containing afew
artifacts, underlain by at least 50 cmof greyish-
brown soil lacking artifacts.

Artifactsrecovered fromthemiddenin
Trench 3 included specimens of bottle glass,
metal, bone, shell, and ceramic. Thetwo dozen
ceramic specimens represented at least five
vess sinduding: 13 sherdsof awhitewarebowl,
seven bowl sherds of yellowish-tan glazed
stoneware (dating approximately to the 1920s;
another specimen wasfound in the organic soil
underlying the midden deposit), onepieceof a
bone porcelain cup handle, onewhitewaresherd
from ateacup, another whiteware sherd witha
BlueWillow transfer print, and alargesherd from
awhiteware cup or sugar bowl with an orange
hand-painted rim (Figure 66). One of the
whitewarebow! sherdscarriespart of amaker’s
mark “C.B.P.Co.” above“MADEIN USA” in
turn above*® China’; aninternet search did not
determinethemanufacturer.

Themetal collection of 29 specimens
contained both ferrous (iron or steel) and
cuprous (copper or brass) items, with the
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Figure64. Trench

3 was dug with the excavator in the vegetated portion of the ROW. Ottar Mabley

AN

measures a midden deposit found in the northwest half of the trench in this view west.

dominant artifacts being rusty metal cans—
severa in sardine-tin size and several with
triangular puncturesindicating useof a“church-
key” typeopener. Thecollection alsoincluded
asmall scrap of copper, asmall metal disk, a
couplenails, atwisted loop of wire, alength of
steel pipe threaded at one end, and a buffalo
nickel with an unreadable date (Figure 67).

1 m 1
1 1

Eight whole bottles and seven bottle
baseswererecovered fromthemiddenin Trench
3 (Figure68). Thesampleincluded four amber
thin-walled “ stubby” bottles embossed “NO
DEPOSITNORETURN” AND “NOT TOBE
REFILLED” (Figure 69:a-c), a Karo syrup
bottle base (Figure 69:k), a small screw-top
bottle with aplastic cap and the archaic ounce

Trench 3 — Southwest Profile

0
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40
60 | brown silty sterile
80

100

grey brown sterile

cultural organic sod

coal ash & artifacts

black organic

Figure 65. Trench 3 contained a buried ash deposit, containing artifacts, that appeared in only half
the trench. A dark organic horizon beneath the feature and extending across the whole unit repre-
sents a buried land surface.



bowl (@), seven pieces of a yellowish tan glazed

Features

Figure 66. Ceramicsfrom the midden featurein Trench 3 consisted of 13 pieces from awhiteware

stoneware bowl (b), one teacup handle sherd of

bone porcelain (c), one whiteware sherd from a teacup (d), a whiteware cup sherd with an orange
hand-painted rim (€), and a single sherd of Blue Willow transfer print (f).

symbol and “i” embossed on the shoulder to

Trench 3'sfestured so contaned broken

indicateavolumeof oneounce (Figure69:9), a bottleglassand glassware. Theseincluded five

thick clear fluted soda bottle embossed with
“GOLD BOND PRODUCTS CO.
DENISON, IOWA” and around the base* 4168
EG28’ (Figure69:1) and ahexagonal Evenflo
brand baby bottle (Figure 69:d; accompani ed
by arubber gasket and two plasticlids). Bottle
manufacturersoperated for different periodsof
thelast century and their manufacturing codes
and other embossing onthe specimenshelp date
the midden deposition. Glass companies
included (see Table 3): Owens-Illinois Glass
(Figure69:e,g,k,m), Northwestern Glass(Figure
69:a-c), Thatcher Glass (Figure 69:1,n), and
Hazel-Atlas Glass (Figure 69:f,h,j). Onefoil-
and-paper |abel wasrecovered withthewords
“RAINIER Brewing and Mating Co. Sesttle,”
though the bottle from which it camewasnot.

shardsfromawhiteglassplatewithasinglegreen

Figure 67. A buffalo nickel with the date worn
off was found in the Trench 3 midden.
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Figure 68. Eight whole bottles and seven bases were recovered from the midden feature in Trench
3. Letters correspond to those in Figure 69. Note plastic lids for baby bottle.

rimline, apieceof awhiteglassjar, clear shards  round raised bubbleseach sevenmmin diameter
fromafluted bottlelikean old catsup container,  (and ornateglasscarryinglugs). Nowindow or
the bottom of asmall clear drinking glass(with  lamp globe glass specimenswererecovered.

manganese patina), and shardsfromathick clear Small samplesof shell and bonewere
serving platewith atextured patternformed by recovered from the Trench 3 midden. Of the

Material Time-Sensitive Aspect Date Range

plastic Nixonthimble 1946

metal buffalo nickel 1913-1938

ceramic yellowish-tan stoneware 1920s

ceramic bluewillow transfer print 1840s-late 1800s
bottle “Duraglas’ trademark 1940s-1970s

bottle diamond/oval/l marks 1940-today

bottle NW mark 1931-1973+

bottle Thatcher mark 1949-1985 (one 1952 date code)
bottle Hazel-Atlas mark 1902-1964

bottle “Evenflo” trademark 1920-today

bottle “Gold Bond Products Co., Denison, lowa’ by 1948 - likely 1960s
bottle thin-walled “ stubbie” 1960-1970s

Table3. Itemsfrom the Trench 3 midden with chronological information. Sourcefor Thatcher Glass
was Lockhart et al. (2007:9); for Evenflo it was the company’s webpage; for Gold Bond it was
several internet webpages, and the other bottles' date ranges were derived from the webpage
myinsulators.com.
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A (twoidentical examples) b C

PYRAMID

REG.US. PAT. OFF,
K arao

Figure 69. Trench 3's midden feature produced 14 whole bottles and one bottle base. Baseillustra-
tions are not to scale.
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Figure 69 (continued).

seven-piece faunal assemblage only chicken
bonewasidentifiableto species; therest was
not identifiable. Threeof thebonesweresawn.
An eighth boneidentified ascow wasretained
fromtheorganic zoneunderlyingthefegture. The
seven shellscollected consisted of cockle, razor
clam, and one butter clam.

The Trench 3 midden produced one of
the more novel items of the testing project,
consisting of a white plastic thimble with a
political message (Figure 70). Itsaid“NIXON
for CONGRESS/Put theNeedleinthe PA.C.”

Figure 70. Trench 3 produced a plastic thimble
from Richard Nixon’s 1946 congessional racein
theWhittier, California, district.

D126

2 52

o

2
2794

N (“HALF PINT” on both sides)

Richard M. Nixon successfully ranin Cdifornia
for the House of Representativesin 1946 when
the Republican Party was unableto convince
General George S. Patton to run for the office.
According totheonlineWikipediaentry, Nixon
was running against a popular Democratic
incumbent and used asacampaign strategy the
deliberate confusion of one Communist political
action committee (PAC) with amore popular
PAC supporting hisopponent. Thethimblewith
thed ogan wasan attempt towoo femaevoters,
another internet entry (advertising anidentical
itemfor sale) statesthat 25,000 were distributed
within Nixon’'s voting district (Whittier,
Cdifornia).

In summary, the Trench 3 midden
deposit wasa 15-cm thick deposit of coal ash
and artifacts dumped on the existing ground
asurfaceinadiscretepile. Theartifactsconsisted
of domestic trash reflecting ahousehold that
included an infant and awoman (whether the
discarded Nixonthimblereflectsan embracing,
apathetic, or disdainful attitude towards the
Republican Party onthepart of thehouseholdis
beyond conjecture). Itemsuseful for estimating
the date of the midden depositincludeabuffao
nickel, the Nixon thimble, and severa ceramic
and bottle specimens (Table 3), suggesting that
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Figure 71. Trench 10 was begun with the mechanical excavator until an historic midden was re-
vealed, at which point hand tools were used. Risa Carlson, Ottar Mobley, and Signe Englert here
measure the stratigraphy upon completing the excavation. View is southeast.

the deposit dates from the early 1950s to the
early 1960s(Table3). Anexceptionisthe19th
century manufacturing datefor the bluewillow
ware.

Trench 10

Trench 10 was begun with the
mechanical excavator in the southeast portion
of Mission Avenue, in the roadbed fronting
DeannaSmith’spicket fence (Figure 71). When
an artifact-bearing deposit of coal and coal ash
wasreved ed, excavation switched to hand tools,
and thetrench remained under excavation for
fivemoredays. Mandementsof thefeaturein
Trench 10 were athick organic deposit across
theentireunit, stratified lenses of coal and coal
ash within that organic deposit, two building
timbers, and many artifacts(Figure72). Despite
effortsto minimizeentry of rainwater draining

down along the edges of Mission Avenue, the
bottom of thetrench waswet most of thetime
(Figure73).

Thetrench measured gpproximately 4.0
mlongand 1.0 mwide, and wasexcavatedtoa
depth of 1.1 m below theexisting road surface.
Thestratigraphy consisted of four mainlayers,
the first being 60 cm of compacted road fill
overlying the second layer of about 20 cm of
mottled brown organic soil, cod, and coal ash
containing building material and numerous
cultural artifacts. Thethirdlayer consisted of
20-30 cmof organic soil containing artifactsand
displaying dternating lensesof coa and cod ash.
Finally, at adepth of 110 cm, sterile mottled
ydlow-grey sand wasuncovered and excavation
wasterminated.

Thethick cultural depositin Trench 10
isviewed asonefeaturewith microgtratigraphy
indicating sequentia discard events. Beginning
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Figure 72. The mechanical excavator removed road fill from Trench 10, whereupon digging with
hand toolstook over. Artifactswere recovered throughout the underlying soilsuntil sterile sand was

encountered.

from bottom to top and ol dest to youngest, the
basal sand isconsidered to beanatural stream
or beach deposit overlain by athin organic soil
— containing coal — likely representing a
former land surface. Thealternating lenses of
coa and coa ash above that likely reflect
repeated discard of domestic coal ash on that

former land surface, fillinginadight depression
tothewest (Figure72). Thenthesoil shiftsfrom
discretelensesof coa and coal ash mixed with
organic soil and artifactsto amore homogenous
soil il containing coal, coal ash, organic soil
and artifacts with the addition of two wood
buildinglogs. Thecoad ashisayellowishgray

Figure 73. The alternating lenses of coal and coa ash, as well as the hewn plank and round log
(purlin?) show clearly in this view of the southwest profile of Trench 10.
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Figure 74. Thirty-seven of the whiteware sherds from the Trench 10 midden were molded. Note
spatters of tar.

with aconsstency ranging from chalk durry to
gritty sand, whichisafunction of the purity of
the local coal cobbles burned. The contact
between the organic soil and the underlying
lenses of ash and coal is relatively level
compared to thedip of thelenses, suggesting
that acultural leveling may have taken place
before deposition of the overlying strata, but dl
of the underlying microstrata continue parallel
acrosstheentiretrench (Figure 72).

Wood Timbers

Two wood items classed as building
timberswerefoundinahorizonta postionwithin
theorganicsoil immediatdy underlyingthegravel
fill of theroadbed (Figure73). A wood timber
hewn to arectangular cross-section measuring
9"x6" extended acrossthetrench and into both
sidewalls, so the ends of thethick plank were
not revealed; it was left in the trench when

backfilled. The round pole measured 5" in
diameter and had auniform barklessgppearance
suggesting it wassmoothed after pedling, though
no tool marks could be discerned. It was
underneath the hewn log but not touching, and
extended into the northeast trench wall but not
the southwest (Figure 73).

Artifacts

Over hdf theartifact collectionfromthe
project camefromthemiddeninTrench 10. The
collection consisted of bone, ceramic, glass,
metal, wood, shell, paper, linoleum, fabric,
leather, and rubber, representing many functions.

Ceramics
Ceramics comprised much of the

collected materid, with 213 sherds—well over
haf theceramicsrecovered fromdl thetrenches
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Paste Treatment

Sherd Count

undifferentiated
molded
yellow-glazed
decaled

Whiteware

decaled rim border only

decaled & molded

decaled, transfer-printed, & molded

transfer-printed
“flow” blue

yellow & black overprint

blue-dipped

decaled, black hand-painted

Porcelain undifferentiated

Chinese undifferentiated

Chinese bluewillow
Russian hand-painted
Japanese

dog figurine (complete)
burned figurine (fragments)

Redware
Stoneware

FrrreroRrRR0BR®

N

O, MNEFPWEFENAMO®

Total 213

Table 4. Tabulation of ceramic specimens from the Trench 10 midden feature.

— coming from Trench 10 (Table4). Themost
common specimens (83, or 39%) were
undifferentiated whitewares with limited
diagnostic value; 41 whiteware sherds were
from molded vessels(Figure 74). Two or three
cupsarerepresented in the molded whiteware
sample, aswell asoneplate. Oneother molded
sherdisalso decaled, and two morearedecaled
and transfer-printed (Figure 75:1-m). Some
specimensdisplayed spattersof tar (Figure 74).

A few transfer-printed sherds were
recovered fromthe Trench 20 midden, and some
wereon porcelain. Asidefromthetwo molded
examples, oneother whiteware sherd displayed
atransfer print that wasapartial maker’smark
in an underglaze black transfer print (Figure
75:0). A second specimen isawhiteware on

whichabluetransfer print hasbled or “flowed”
intothewhiteglaze (Figure 75:i).

Decaled specimens were more
common (Figure 75:k,n). Fourteen specimens
were recovered with polychrome motifs —
mostly flora patterns(including the Tudor Rose
pattern), and another dozen rim sherds were
recovered withSsmpledecaed border lines. The
paste and glaze of some decaled rim sherds
suggeststhey arefrom someof thesamevessds
otherwise represented in the decal ed category.

Miscellaneous decorated whiteware
consist of three yellow-glazed specimens, one
light-blue slipped specimen, and ablack and
yellow pattern (Table4).

Porcelain ceramic specimens were
mostly undifferentiated white sherds, and the
sampl e of 28 equals 13% of the entire ceramic
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Figure 75. Decorated ceramicsfrom the Trench 10 midden consisted mostly of porcelain specimens
(mostly top half) and decaled specimens (mostly lower half). Porcelain specimens are: @) Chinese
blue willow; b) undifferentiated; c) orange-glazed; d) orange-glazed; €) Japanese (cannery-period);
f) “cobalt” blue-glazed; g) fine bone porcelain sugar bow! -- possibly English or Japanese; h) dog
figurine; and j) Russian hand-painted. Decaled and transfer-printed specimens are: i) “flow-blue”
transfer print on white ware; k) decaled; ) decaled and molded; m) decaled, transfer-printed, and
molded; n) decaled “Tudor Rose” pattern; o) underglaze black transfer print (makers mark).

collection from the Trench 10 midden. Four
more undecorated specimens are of Chinese
origin, and two more Chinese specimensare of
thebluewillow pattern (Figure75:8). Onesmal
sherd with ahand-painted floral patternis of
Russian origin, according to AOHA
archaeologist Dan Thompson, and is
represented in the Sitka Castle Hill
archaeologica collection (Thompson 2003), as
well asarchaeol ogical samplesfrom historic
depositsat theAlaskan sitesof Kijik (VanStone
and Townsend 1970:75-86), Nushagak
(VanStone 1972:55-60), and Kolmakovskiiy
Redoubt (Oswalt 1980:70-74). Thompsonaso
identified three porcelain sherdsas of Japanese
manufacture— onein particular being common
at Alaska's late 1800s cannery sites where

Japaneeimmigrant |abor wasused (Figure 75:e),
rather than being typical of earlier Russian
Americanimports.

Four brittle gray sherds appear to be
burned fragmentsof aporcdanfigurine (Figure
76). Two piecesjoin to make what may bea

Figure 76. Four pieces of a burned porcelain
figurine were recovered from the Trench 10
midden.
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bulbous body part, and two others have
geometric detallssuggesting clothing. Another
porcdanfigurine—thisonerdatively complete
except for surface erosion — depictsasmiling
dog (Figure77). Thefigurineishollow and open
at thedog'sfeet.

Two complete and two partial makers
markswererepresented inthe Trench 10 midden
collection (Figure 78). The*TUDOR ROSE”
pattern was manufactured by the Homer
Laughlin ChinaCompany. “MADEIN JAPAN”
indicates manufacture and import after 1891.
The other two marksareincomplete.

Glass

TheglasscollectionfromtheTrench 10
midden contained few bottlesor bottle bases.
Figure 77. A porcelain dog with a cheerful ex- Theonewholebottlewasatiny clear example

ﬂi%fjs'é?” was recovered from the Trench 10 \yith arectangular body and base and threads

inches

Figure 78. Trench 10'smidden produced four manufacturing markswithin the ceramic sample. The
MADE IN JAPAN indicates manufacture after 1930. Tudor Rose was a pattern produced by the
Homer Laughlin Pottery Company.
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Figure 79. Bottles and bottle bases with embossed information from the Trench 10 midden num-
bered five. Clockwise from upper left their corresponding lettersin Figure 80 are a,b,c,d,e.

for ascrew lid (Figure 79). Threebaseswere
recovered: onefrom an amber Clorox bottle, a
clear round base with the single number “5”

embossed on it, and another clear round base
fragment with acomplex letter/number code
(Figure80). A fifth glassspecimenwithasmal

clear base fragment from aglobular vessel is
embossad dongtheedgetoinclude®1995.” The
Owens-lllinois Glass Company manufactured
two of the bottles, including the small one.
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Twenty glassshardsretained during excavation
of the Trench 10 featurearefrom clear, green,
and amber containersand are not diagnostic.
Onepieceof clear and five piecesof greenish-
tinted window glasswere collected.

Metd

Many metal itemswererecovered from
themiddenin Trench 10. The mgjority were

B

i
LA |
1\81,_- ?_.,-'2"

d e

Figure 80. Of the five embossed bottles or bottle base fragments recovered in the Trench 10
midden, two (d-e) were manufactured by Owens-Illinois Glass Company. Not to scale.
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Metal Item Count
Nails ferrous - round 112
ferrous - square 3
cuprous 2

Staples ferrous 1
Wire ferrous 27
cuprous 1

Chain ferrous 2
Can fragments 130
Stove fragments (cast iron) 21
Tools 2
Miscellaneous 61
Total 362

Table 5. Metal items recovered from the midden feature in Trench 10.

rusty nails, piecesof wire, and fragmentsof metal
food containersor cans, together comprising
75% of themetal collection (Table5). Thenall
sample of 117 was dominated by round wire
ferrous specimensranging from small tacksto
large 8" spikes, dongwith three squareferrous
examples and two small cuproustacks. One
small ferrousstaplewasfound. A sampleof 28
piecesof wirecons sted mostly of sngleferrous
srandsbetween 2" and 8" long; onethinbraided

wireis similar to that used to seal e ectrical
meters. Oneof thelonger lengthsistwisted asif
it had been tied around a4"-diameter post. One
single30" length of 12-gauge copper wirefolded
inhalf wasrecovered. Thetwo chainartifacts
conssted of one 10" length of ferrouswirefigure-
8link, and aset of four ferroussinglelink chains
from 26"-36" long ganged together withasingle
connecting link. Thelatter extended into the
southwest wall of Trench 10 and was cut to

Figure 81. Two large metal items -- a steel rod and a bent steel stake -- were uncovered on the
Trench 10 midden, recorded, and then backfilled rather than collected.
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retain the excavated portion. Two large steel
artifacts— arod and abent metd stake (Figure
81) — wererecorded from thefeature and then
backfilled.

Theremainder of themetdl samplefrom
Trench 10'smidden— 61 specimens— reflects
broad household discard. Itincludesitemsof
sted, iron, copper, dluminum and lead. Many
gpecimensareundiagnogtic, including 17 lumps
of rug, fivesmdl scrapsof auminum, onesmall
scrap of copper, one small scrap of lead, and
five small scraps of steel. Items with more
functiona identity includethe skewer portion of
a stovepipe damper, part of a coil spring for
perhaps a thermostat, a harmonica fragment
displaying twometa reeds, an a uminum button,
abrassvavecap, asted framing hammer head
splitintwo at the handle eye, acuprous gasket
fragment and another possibly of duminum, a
1930 Lincoln penny, two small lead disksthat
could be from lead-headed nails, asteel gear
perhapsfrom aclock, asteel wirelatch hook,
an aluminum grommet, and another copper or
brass grommet. Two metal bottle caps were
retained. One sheet steel bracket or perhaps
boot bucklewasrecovered, aswdl asthreelarge
wirerings— oneintheshapeof aD (perhapsa
washtub handle) and two in the shape of an O.
Thebrassbase of a12-gauge Remington-UMC
shotgun shell wasrecovered, aswell asa.22
longriflebrasscartridge casing. Alsorecovered
was a round lead ball measuring one cm in
diameter ( about a .45 caliber) showing three
ridgesfromthe barrd rifling, the paired facets
from sprue removal during manufacture, and
impact marks— the projectile had been fired.
A 5" length of copper tubing crimped multiple
timesaround alength of twisted cord or |eather
strung throughit wasrecovered fromthetrench.
A small rectangular pewter or lead Sleeve

Features

marked “MADE IN JAPAN” may be part of
an electric meter seal; the other electrical item
recovered wasaswitch box assembly. A spoon
with greenish-orange oxidation indicating a
cuprousbasewas collected, dlong with arusty
steel spoon or fork handle.

Leather

Of thefew |eather specimensrecovered
fromtheTrench 20 midden, most werefragments
of footwear (Figure82). A 6"x1" scrgp of |leather
with stitch holesand astitched strap fragment
with large decorative grommets spaced every
2" dongitscenterline may befromapurseor
other article. Thefootwear included oneright
lower from aladiesboot or shoewith aworn-
throughleather soleand acompositeleather and
rubber heel. Fiveother thinleather scrapsare
also from a shoe or boot, judging from their
cuprouseyeetsand stitching (Figure 82).

Rubber

Rubber artifacts from the Trench 10
middenweremostly rotten scrapsof tan, black,
white, and red rubberized fabric. Severa pieces
had metal snaps, and overal thesampleappears
to be mostly discarded rubber boots and
raingear. Onerelatively complete child’sred-
brown rubber boot wasrecovered, aswell as
two white scrapsthat may be parts of arubber
dall. Inall, 27 rubber artifactswere collected

Wood
Most wood specimenscollected during
the 2012 testing came from the Trench 10

midden, and all weresmall. Abrupt 90, angles
and tool marksindicate most specimenswere

77



Archaeologica Testingat Old Ninilchik, Kenal Peninsula, Alaska

Figure82. Most of theleather items recovered from the Trench 10 midden were fragments of shoes
or boots, with two possible exceptions at upper right.

sawn, and nailsprotruded from many. Remnants
of dark yelow, light green and orange paint were
detected on some. The specimens appear to
bebitsof used lumber. Somearecharred. Also
present in the wood collection are chunks of
cottonwood bark and stripsof birch bark, twigs,
and afew unidentified shavings. Onesmdl piece
of two-ply plywood was noted at the top of the
midden. Only two wood toolswererepresented
in the collection: a broom handle with wire
wrapped at one end, and a broken keg stave.
Indl, 101 wood specimenswereretrieved from
the Trench 10 midden.

Miscdllaneous

TheTrench 10 midden wasthelargest
feature encountered and was removed using
hand tools over several days, resulting inthe
recovery of small specimensnot otherwisenoted

in most other trenches. Considered here are
not just materia sheretofore undescribed but dso
specificartifact types— likebeads— deserving
special comment. Fabric and manufactured
building material sform much of thesample.
Building materialsfromthe Trench 10
midden, besidesthewood and metal discussed
aready, included scrapsof linoleumwith ared-
and-yellow design on abeigebackground, small
chunks of the pressed-fiber panels known as
beaverboard, strips of tarpaper, and small
painted piecesof plaster. Fabricswereall tiny
ragsof either afine-knit garment likeachild’'s
sock-top, or acoarsefabric similar to that of a
burlap bag. Somebristlesfrom astraw broom
wererecovered. A few lumpsof unidentified
chalky material (one purple — possibly eye
shadow) werecollected. Plagticor vinyl items
included small brittle pieces of avinyl record,
15" of dectrical cordinsulation, and asmall 4-
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hole button. A small 2-hole shell button was
found, aswas part of aglassthermometer.

A wad of printed paper was collected
and pried apart while still wet to determineif
any writingwaslegible. Oneof theonly words
of consequencewas"love,” insmall type, asif
fromareligiousor spiritud treatise.

Eight beads were collected; none are
discussed earlier under theheading Glass. Five
areidentical round opague orange beads nine
mm in diameter (Figure 83). They are
misshapen, have air bubbles, and two have
closed holes such that they are not stringabl e.
The other three have disproportionately large
holes. Either circumstance is grounds for
rejection onthepart of abead artisan (sincethe
large-holed beadswon' t hang right with properly
holed specimens), and the collection likely
reflects deliberate discard from culling a
wholesale strand of beads. Of the other three
beads, oneis a pale-green pear-shaped bead
about 8 mmx 10 mminsize. Another isatiny
clear hexagona seed bead. Theeighthisasmall
trand ucent amber hexagonal bead (Figure 83).

Bones

The Trench 10 midden produced 77
bone specimens, or amost half of the entire
project collection. Oneof the 77 isactually an
antler fragment from a Cervidae — possibly
caribou. One marine mammal bone in the
collection wasunidentifiableto genus. Other
animalsrepresented in the sample are spruce
grouseor ptarmigan, moose, cow, and marmot-
Sized rodent.

Shell

About one pound of shell wasretrieved
from the Trench 10 midden; most consisted of

inches
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Figure 83. Eight beadswere recovered fromthe
Trench 10 midden.

smdl fragments. The specimenswerethinand
friable, so that the shell count increased asthe
sample was handled during analysis. An
estimated 95% of the collection consstsof razor
clam shells, with the remainder comprised of
butter clamsand cockles. A few wereburnt.

Dating Trench 10 Deposits

Congtruction of the Sterling Highway in
1950 and the bridge connecting it with Ninilchik
soon thereafter meansthe midden deposit under
theroad bed in Trench 10isearlier than about
1950. The ceramic marked “Madein Japan”
indicates manufacture after 1891, but the
transfer-printed wares were manufactured
earlier and the decaled wareswere made | ater.
Accordingly, thedepositiona episodesreflected
inTrench 10 aresuggested to spanthetimefrom
thelate 1800sto theearly 1900s.

Trench 35

Trench 35 was dug mechanically near
the south end of Bayview Street (Figure 84),
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Figure 84. Trench 35 was dug in the yard of the Steve and Monica Vanek residence, here looking
north-northeast. The Ninilchik store (KEN-218) isat upper right.

Figure 85. Water filled Trench 35 asit was being excavated, obscuring much of the stratigraphy and
limiting artifact collection to the machine' s backdirt pile.. Shownisthewest profile.

80



Features

I alic | Trench 35 -- East Profile
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Figure 86. The profile of Trench 35 revealed seven main strata. Vertical scaleisin cm.
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Figure 87. Ceramics recovered from the cultural deposit in Trench 35 consisted of: &) 11 sherds
from adecal ed whiteware saucer with molded rim; b) decaled molded whiteware; c) Japanese bone
porcelain; d) burned decaled porcelain; €) decaled whiteware.
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Theriver used to freeze-- it waswonderful,
skating up theriver. Our parentstold us
not to go down to the mouth, because we' d
fall through. Mae Demidoff, talking with
CharlesM. Mobley, September 24, 2010

withintheright-of-way and dsowithinthemown
lawn of the adjacent Steve and MonicaVanek
residence. Stratified soils were revealed,
congsting of seven distinct lenses (Figures85-
86). From top to bottom these consisted of: a
sod zone 20 cm thick of planted grass and
organic soil; 40 cm of compacted grave fill; 40
cm of sand and gravel; 50 cm of coal ashwith
concentrations of artifacts including ferrous
fragments, piecesof ceramic (Figure 87), bone,
and glass; 50 cm layer of black organic soil
containing numerous artifacts, a20 cm darker
organiclayer, andfindly atleast 30cmof sterile
clay representing the bottom of the excavation.

inches

Figure 88. One of the 11 molded and decaled
sherds from Trench 35 had a maker’s mark.

Thetrench wasflooded with ground water as

soon asthe bucket reached a depth of 80 cm.
An attempt was madeto bail thetrench

with the machine’ sbucket, but theinflow was

Figure 89. In addition to nails and other undiagnostic metal artifacts, Trench 35 produced an axe

head, an ice skate, and a plated fork.
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Figure 90. Glassitemsrecovered from the midden depositsin Trench 35 consisted of awhole glass
bottle closed with a glass stopper, a blue and white marble, and a piece of white molded glass.

too fast. Consequently the stratigraphic
provenience of artifacts was not recordable
except coarsely, and the sampleis generaly
attributed to the deeply buried cultural strataof

Figure 91. The bottle from Trench 35 was em-
bossed on the base, but the manufacturer was
not determined.

Trench 35. Thethicknessof theartifact-bearing
soilsand theamount of cultural materia inthe
samplewarrantsfeature statusfor the deposit.
Artifactsincluding metd, ceramic, bone,
glass, leather, and fabricwereretrieved fromthe
back dirt pile asthe excavator dumped buckets
of durry fromthetrench. Theceramic sample
consisted of 18 specimens, of which 11 (some
cojoining) arefromasingledecaled whiteware
saucer withamoldedrim (Figure87:a). A sherd
from the vessel’s center displays part of an
undeciphered maker’smark (Figure 88). Four
sherds from other molded-rim decaled
whiteware vessels were recovered, with one
decaled whiteware sherd that wasn't molded
(Figure 87:b,e). One piece of Japanese bone
porcelainwasrecovered, and another sherd may
be the same except burned (Figure 87:c-d).
Metd objectsrecovered fromtheburied
cultural layersof Trench 35included toolsin
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Figure 92. The siX pi eces of.léather from the Trench 35 midden reprt least two and likely

three different shoes or boots. The sole at lower right may have bel onged to the metal ice skate also

recovered (Figure 89).

additionto nailsand other lessdiagnogticitems.
Thenail collectiontotaled 14— al ferrousand
round, along with one staple. Two pieces of
ferrouswire wererecovered, oneof whichis
likely thebail toametal container. Thelidtoa
metal can, awad of coloredfoil, agalvanized
perforated strap with rivets, and aferrous crank
with the remains of anon-ferrous cog at one
endwerefound. Other toolsrecovered besides
the crank wereaferrousice skate and double-
bitted axe, and atablefork that appearsto have
been plated with copper (Figure89). Thefork
hasan embossed design on the underside of the
gtem, butitisindistinct.

Just four glassspecimenswerecollected
fromtheTrench 35 midden, including onewhole
bottle (Figure90). Thebottlewasclosed with
a glass stopper, and had embossed on the
bottom a“ diamond/superimposed ova/enclosed
X" symbol similar to but not that of the Owens-

I1linois Glass Company (Figure 91). A small
blue-and-white marble wasrecovered, along
with apiece of whitemolded glass— possibly
from adecorative servingtray.

Six leather itemswererecovered from
the Trench 35 midden depost (Figure92). They
consisted of aworn sole, two upperswith brass
eyelets at different intervals indicating two

Figure 93. Two rubber boots were recovered
from the Trench 35 midden.



different shoesor boots, atongue, ascrap, and
part of alace.

Two rubber boots— ablack one and
red one (Figure 93) — were collected along
with a8" fragment of flat rubber strap and a
light-tan chunk with agrid pattern that may be
thetoereinforcement from another rubber boot.

Bone and shell specimens were both
recovered fromthe Trench 35 deposit. Theshdl
sample consisted of just five razor clam
fragments. The bone sample contained 15
specimens, representing a snowshoe hare,
moose, and cow. Four of the specimens are
sawn rib sections, and afifthisarib that has
been cut with aknife.

Time-sengtiveartifactsfrom Trench 35
wereprimarily thedecaled ceramics, which date
the deposit’s contents to the last century --
probably thefirst haf. Theoriginof thedeeply
buried organic strataisnot clear. Itsthickness
suggestsit may have been mechanically pushed
there, but it displaysstratified ash and charcodl.
Theartifactsreflect genera household discard,
withlittleintheway of building debris.

Trench 46

Trench 46 was dug with hand tools
about 20’ from the north corner of the Nadia
Oskolkoff house (KEN-556), and revealed a
buried gravel feature (Figure 94). Oriented
perpendicular tothetrench, thefeaturemeasured
about 40 cm x 30 cm and 60 cm deep (Figures

l Im 1
I 1

Figure 94. Trench 46, dug using hand tools 20°
northwest of the Nadia Oskolkoff house (KEN-
556, behind, here looking southeast), cut across
buried gravel aligned with the building’snorthwall.

95-97). Thegravel ranged up to cobble size
(Figure 97) and appeared to be of local origin.
Artifactswererecovered from the sod
zone and theyellow-grey soil beneath. They
included ared scrap of plastic and another of
blue, long with ablack plastic button. A sawn
long boneand several shells— representing at
least two cockles — were collected. Metal
objects consisted of two can fragments, two
unidentified balls of rust, three piecesof acast-
iron stove, abutton, abottle cap, two wads of
aluminumfoil, and part of asqueeze-tube.

The ceramic collection contained 28
specimens (Figure 98), mostly from the sod
zone. Two— both decaled whiteware— were
fromtheunderlyingydlowishgrey zone, but they
are from the same decaled vessel that
contributed most of the sherdsfoundinthe sod
zone. That vessd, represented by 21 specimens,
displaysafaded exterior decaled designinblue

feature

Trench 46 -- Plan View H N

o,
S0l
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Figure 95. The cobblefeaturein Trench 46 was aligned perpendicular to thetrench axis, and aligned
with the north wall of the nearby Nadia Oskolkoff house (KEN-556).
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Figure 96. Trench 46 cut across a narrow buried gravel alignment (at center, looking southeast).
Note cobbles removed from the feature, at upper right.

making asmplecoarsegrid patternwithwavy two more sherds cojoin to make most of a
lines(Figure98:b). Tworimsherdscojoin,and handle. The pieces suggest the vessel was a

I 1m : Trench 46 -- Northwest Profile
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Figure 97. Trench 46's profile shows the cobble feature beginning in the sod zone and continuing
down into thethe underlying yellow-grey soil.
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Figure 98. The ceramic sample from Trench 46 consisted of: &) redware teapot lid fragment; b)
many sherds from a decaled whiteware jar or vase; c) part of a child’'s toy saucer in Japanese
porcelain; d) undifferentiated porcelain; €) salt-glazed stoneware; f) molded whiteware; g) brown-
glazed whiteware; h) undifferentiated whiteware.

small vaseor jar. Other specimensincluded half
thelid to aredwaretegpot, one sherd of molded
whiteware, one sherd of salt-glazed stoneware
with bluedecoration, one sherd of achild’ stoy
saucer in Japanese porcelain, one brown-glazed
whiteware sherd, and two undifferentiated
whiteware sherds (Figure 98).

In summary, the featurein Trench 46
conssted of adefined gravel deposit dug through
thesod zone and into theunderlying yellowish-
grey soil. Itisaligned with thenortheast wall of
the NadiaOskolkoff house (KEN-556) just 20°
away, and likely continuesinthat direction as
well asintheoppositedirection (southwest). The
gravel dignment’sfunctionisunknown; it could
be bedding for anow abandoned and removed
pipe, but theinferred strike of thefeatureruns
aong the contour — not conduciveto drainage.
Thefeature could represent asidewalk, but the

gravel isthicker than necessary and not aswide
as usualy desired. Though artifacts were
recovered in the trench from the two strata
containing the gravel feature, the association
between the feature and specimensisuncl ear.
Boththefeature and the artifactslack specific
diagnostic elementsto datethefeature, butin
genera theceramicsindicateal900sorigin.

Trench 55

Trench 55 wasexcavated ups opefrom
Hillcrest Avenue, near thetwo abandoned root
cellars with the AHRS number of KEN-555
(Figures 99-102). Excavation there was not
anticipated intheATP, but thedecisonwasmade
inthefiddin consultationwithMLFA and SHPO
totest near thetwo known featureswhenit was
learned that the water main wasto be placed
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Figure 99. One of thetwo root cellars comprising KEN-555 still has agabled portion showing, over

the dug-out portion beneath.

not in theroad but rather upslopefromit. The
trench produced a few artifacts including
chickenwireinthesod zone, and then descended
into anunderlying yelowish-grey soil. That soil
contained artifacts and a wood feature, and

Figure 100. The second root cellar comprising
KEN-555 retains no superstructure, and is rep-
resented now only by a rectangular depression
with remnants of corner posts and plank crib-
bing. A 1954 aerial photograph (Figure 12) shows
it ﬁo have had a gable superstructure like the
other.

excavation was expanded with an adjacent 1.2-
m sguareto reveal more (Figures 103-104).
Verticd 4'x4" pogtswith 1" thick boards
nailed to one side, now collapsed, appear
identical to the subsurface wood cribbing used
for the two nearby root cellars (Figures 100,
102). Over onemeter of colluviumhaddiddown
over thefeatureto completely obscureit from
the surface—there was no surface depression
whatsoever (Figure 105). Just afew daysbefore
the October, 2012, fieldwork exceptionally
heavy rains caused the bluff just around the
corner tothe northwest to fail catastrophically,
covering up the paved road with tree-covered
dump blocksat least Sx feet thick (Figure 106),
and thismakesit much easier to envision how
even modest soil creep could completely bury
anhistoricroot cdlar near thebaseof thehillsde,
Thefeaturewasnot al uncovered, and
boardscontinuedintothewall of thetrench. The
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Figure 101. A field sketch by archaeologist Shona Pierce shows the construction of the moreintact
root cellar of KEN-555, with a gable roof extending to the ground over arectangular depression.

lengthinthecompletely revealed axiswasabout  feature appeared compressed, with about 10"
two metersor sevenfeet (Figure 104), pointing  or 30 cmof thickness. Severa largerusty round
uphill/downhill, with less than 20" (0.5 m) nailsprotruded fromtheboards. Though planks
showing in the opposite axis. Vertically the werefound on both sidesof thevertical 4'x4"
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Figure102. Pierce'sfield drawing of the second root cellar of KEN-555 showsit to have had afloor
or platform at ground level (left), between the gable and the dug-out portion. At right the vertical post
(inside, facing cellar interior) and horizontal plank cribbing (outside, facing the soil) patternisdrawn.
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post stubs, theremnantswest of the postswere
lower and nailed to the posts, whilethe boards
east of the postswere loose and higher inthe
feature. Thisisinkeepingwiththefeatureas
theremainsof aroot cellar, structurally smilar
to othersobserved along Ninilchik’shillsidein
having corner postswithinarectangular holeand
plank or slab-wood cribbing nailed to the
exterior so the compression of the soil would
push them agai nst the posts (Figures 100, 102).
The interior of the feature would be east
extending into the trench wall, and thus its
contents, if any, remain unexcavated.

No artifactswererecovered from what
would beinsidethewood featurein Trench 55,
and the possible association of other artifacts
found in thetrench— except perhapsfor nails
—isnot evident. Thesampleconssted of seven
rusty round nails, onerusty staple, 14 rusty can
fragments, one unidentifiableferrouslump, and
sx shardsof glassincuding fivefrombottlesand
onefromwhitediningware (Figure 107).

Theageof theburied root cellar isnot
known. Itisnot discernableinthe 1954 aeria
photograph (Figure 12), or the 1911-1918

N

Trench 55 -- PIaN

Figure 103. The Trench 55 feature consisted of

two vertical 4”x4” post stubs and several planks
buried beneath soil slumped from above.

images (Figure9). Theamount of soil dumped
over the feature does not necessarily imply
antiquity since the bluff above is prone to
catastrophicfailure; it could havegonefroma
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Figure 104. Thefeaturein Trench 55 consisted of jumbled planks and broken posts along with the
nails that once attached them. A 1.2-meter square dug adjacent to the trench allowed better access

to the feature but did not reveal any more of it.
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Figure 105. The board featurein Trench 55 was roughly horizontal in the trench’s southwest profile
(dashed line), with atwist that appeared in the northeast profile (solid polygon), and appearsto have
been buried by soils slumped from above.

functioning root cellar to a buried feature sheared off the superstructuredown tothe plank
overnight. Such an event would likely have floor separating it from the subterranean portion.

Figure 106. Days before the October, 2012, excavations, heavy rainfall caused the bluff to Sump
across the road down theriver to the northwest, illustrating the process that likely buried the Trench
55 feature.
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Figure 107. Artifactsrecovered from the organic soil horizon in Trench 55 consisted of non-diagnos-
tic round nails, can fragments, and glass shards.

Informationisinsufficienttosuggest whetherthat It is suggested that the buried cellar predates
was the case, or whether the cellar was thetwostill visibleexamplesin placeby 1911-
abandoned and dowly covered over theyears. 1918 — likely dating it to the 1800s.
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Other Trench Contents

Artifact (or bone)-bearing depositswere
foundin 22 other trenchesbesidesthefivethat
were given feature status (Table 2). Some of
these were minor occurrences. two cow or
moose bone fragments from Trench 2 and
another from Trench 12; one piece of a cast-
ironstovefrom Trench 9; and aplastic bag from
Trench 33 containing onesmall Avon Persian
Wbod perfume samplebottleand anicke chain
with a small shell pendant (Figure 108). A
cursory internet search indicates the Avon
Persian Wood perfumewasintroduced in 1956,
thisonedram bottlewasfrom aset of sx Avon
fragrancevarietieslabeled  For Demonstration
UseOnly.” Thenecklaceisinterestinginthat it
seemstheshell selected for thependentisalocal
whelk.

Other collections were made from
trench depositsthat bordered on feature status
andyiededinteresting specimens. Each of the
hand-dug trenches up Missionary Way NE
yielded artifacts, but most of themechanically
excavated trenchesa ong the middl e section of
Mission Avenuedid not. Some of the artifact
samples from the non-feature trenches have
diagnostic value, and somedo not. Discussed
inthischapter arethe contents of thosetrenches,
inchronologica order.

Trench5

Trench 5wasdug withthemachinenear
the southeast end of MissionAvenue (Figure51),
inathickly sodded zone between the roadbed
and the yard of the new Russian Orthodox
church rectory, just northwest of therectory’s
driveway (Figure 109). The organic soil
supporting the sod appeared to have been
recently introduced as part of the rectory
landscaping. Beneath that wasaheterogeneous
layer varying from 15-30 cmthick formed by a
grey sandy soil with pocketsof darker organic

Figure 108. Trench 33 yielded a plastic bag
containing a 1 dram fragrance vial and a chain
with ashell pendant -- possibly alocal whelk.
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Figure 109. Trench 5 was dug with the machine (left) in the thickl

A N Sl

y sodded roadside in front of the

new Russian Orthodox church rectory, near the southeast end of Mission Avenue.

soil (likely derived fromthe overlying sod zone)
and pockets of coal ash. Excavation was
terminated in an underlying grey-tan soil that
contained no cultural materia (Figure 110).
Specimensof bone, shell, metal, glass,
and ceramicswererecovered from Trench 5,
al encounteredinthe heterogeneouszonemixed

L m ]
1 1

with the coal ash. Thebone consisted of one
largelong bonefragment from either acow or a
moose, theshell consisted of six piecesof razor
clam and one butter clam fragment. Themetal
consisted of asingle cast iron stove fragment,
andtheglasswasasingle pieceof amilk-glass
Pond’'scold creamjar.

Trench 5 -- Northeast Profile
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Figure 110. Trench 5's artifact-bearing deposit was a heterogenous layer of gray sand and dark

organic soil with two pockets of coal ash.
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Figure111. Ceramicsfrom Trench 5 consisted of : @) undifferentiated porcelain; b) decaled whiteware;
¢) bone porcelain; d) blue willow whiteware; €) glazed brownware.

meanufactureinthelate 1800s, and thebluewillow
whiteware datesroughly to thelast half of the
19th century.

The ceramic sample from Trench 5
consisted of 16 specimens(Figure 111). Ten of
thesherdsarefromasinglevessel — abrown-
glazed brownware bowl with brown and yellow
annular decoration. One piece of a small
undifferentiated porcelain bowl basewasfound,
adongwithapieceof glazed boneporcdan. Four
decd ed whiteware sherdswerefound, including
onebluewillow pattern. Oneof theother three
hasapartia maker’smark. Enoughislegibleto
determine that it said “CHINA” and was
manufacturedby “_ PCo.”

The collection from Trench 5 reflects
general household discard. The mixed
appearance of the soil from which it came
suggeststhat the deposit has been disturbed —
perhaps by recent landscaping for the Russian
Orthodox rectory; the material did not appear
tobein primary depositiona context. ThePonds
milk glassjar fragment suggestsagenera date
of early 1900s, the glazed brownware saw

Trench7

Trench 7 wasdug with the mechanical
excavator near the southeast end of Mission
Avenue (Figure 51), by Deanna Smith’s
greenhouse (Figure 112). As with adjacent
trenches, thetopmost layer wasan organic soil
likely introduced as part of recent landscaping,
and supported alush lawn. Beneaththat across
most of thetrench wasamottled reddish brown
soil that may also have been part of the
landscaping process, and below that wasagrey
sty soil inwhichthetrenchwasterminated. In
the northwest end of Trench 7 an areaof loose
soil was encountered that began with asmall
pocket of coal ash and descended into ajumble
of recent artifacts. These included: two 12"
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Figure 112. The northwest

end of Trench 7
contained adisturbed zone with recent artifacts.

rubber sewer gaskets; alargerusty nail and an
oil filter; aboard; piecesof thinamber beer bottle

glass, piecesof thin clear bottleglass, onerusty
Budweiser canwith apop-top opener, and three
rusty soda canswith pop-top openers (Figure
114). Dr. Pepper, Pepsi, and Shasta Black
Cherry werethe brandsrepresented in the soda
cansample.

Theartifactsfrom Trench 7 represent a
deliberately discarded concentration probably
deposited between 20 and 40 years ago; it was
not given feature status. Therim sherdfroma
decaled whiteware plate (Figure 115), found
near Trench 7 after it was backfilled, isout of
keeping with the excavated sampleand matches
arimsherd from Trench 15 (See Figure 129).

Trench 11

Trench 11 wasmechanically excavated
on Missionary Way SW at its junction with
MissionAvenue (Figures55, 116). Thetrench
was short due to nearby buried utilities, and
displayed asmplestratigraphy withfill over a

I m : Trench 7 - Southwest Profile
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Figure 113. The disturbed zone in Trench 7 was covered by athick sod mat and a small pocket of

coal ash.
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Figure 114. Artifactsfrom Trench 7 consisted of recent items, including two rubber sewer gaskets,
apiece of wood, anail, an oil filter, clear and amber bottle glass, and four soda cans.

dark organic stratum containing cultural materia
(Figure117).

Bone and artifacts of metal, ceramic,
leather, and glass were collected. The metal
consisted of acast-iron stove fragment, some
small lumpsof rust, achrometrim-stripfroma
vehicle, arusty O-ring 2 1/2" in diameter, an
unreadable foil bottle label, and a crushed
auminum Peps Light can. Thefour glassshards
retai ned represented at |east one clear bottleand
one clear amber bottle — both thin-walled
(Figure 118). Four piecesof |eather consist of
two hedl pieceswith remainsof rusty boot nails,

onewrinkled scrap, and onethick rectangular
sripwithdotsfor abelt— of the sort onemight

¢

Figure 115. A decaled whitewarerim sherd was
found inthe backdirt of Trench 7, out of keeping
with the remainder of the trench collection.
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Figure 116. Four trenches (11 through 14) were excavated by machine among the buried utilities
and property lines shown here painted on the ground in this view southwest down Missionary Way
SW. Trench 11 was dug at extreme lower right.

useasapadfor arifleding (Figure 118). yellow-glazed vessal withthick walls, with an
Nineceramic specimenswerecollected  annular patterninbrown. Five sherdsof thin
fromTrench 11 (Figure 119). Twowerefroma porcelain are from asingle vessel — aplate,

| 1im J Trench 11 -- Northwest Profile
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Figure117. Trench 11 was short dueto nearby buried utilities, and displayed asimple stratigraphy
withfill over adark organic stratum containing cultural material.
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Figure 118. Trench 11 produced three unidentified bones, four pieces of leather, four pieces of
bottle glass, lumps of rust (other metal objects are not illustrated), and nine ceramic sherds.

;r-..j.

Figure 119. The ceramicsfrom Trench 11 consisted of: @) brown annular pattern on yellow glaze;
b) porcelain (same vessel -- aplate); ¢) decaled whiteware; d) porcelain.
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Figure 120. Trench 13 was dug with the
excavator along Missionary Way SW.
andthreerim sherdsdisplay asmplerim pattern.
Onedecaed whitewarefromaplate, and athin
looped specimen that may be the handleto a
teacup, completethe sample.

The material from Trench 11 reflects
general household discard, with no building
meateria noted except for possibly themetd strap

1 1m |
I i

0

and O-ring. Theceramic samplewouldsimply
suggest a late 1800s or early 1900s date.
However, the chrome vehicle part and bottle
glassaremorerecent.

Trench 13

Trench 13 wasdug along Missionary
Way SW, using the excavator, amid several
intersecting property linesand buried utilities.
Consequently thetrench wasshort (Figures 120-
121). Thegratigraphy consisted of six distinct
lenses. Uppermost was 20 cm of compacted
fill, overlying 20 cmof sand and gravel. Below
that was a 10-cm thick layer of dark organic
soil with artifacts and pockets of coal ash,
overlying25cmof lighttanslit. Nether that Silt,
nor the 20 cm of brown silt and gravel below it,
nor the 30 cm of gravel below that, contained
artifactsor cultural features. Excavationwas
terminated inthebasal gravel.

A few artifactswererecovered — all
from the 10-cm organic layer sandwiched
between overlyingfill and underlying sterilesilt
and gravel. Themetal sample consisted of a
rusty lump that could beastove part, and ashort
rusty bar withacurvethat islikely the cast-iron

Trench 13 -- Southeast Profile
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Figure 121. Six stratawere observed in Trench 13, which was short because of interfering buried

utilities.
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tool usedtolift theround burner plateout of the
top of awood or coa stovewhenitishot (the
end of thetool insertsinto asmall socket inthe
platefor removal). A singlelong bonefragment
wasrecovered, and asingle ceramic specimen.
The pottery is whiteware with a light blue
underglazetransfer print on both theinterior and
exterior (Figure122); AOHA archaeologist Dan
Thompson commented that in Alaska such
specimenstend to be of Russian association.

Thedtratigraphy in Trench 13 indicates
aburied land surface subsequently covered with
fill. Theculturd evidenceismeager, andnomore
than household discard issuggested by the coal
ash and artifacts. Thesingle pieceof pottery
was manufactured between 1818 and 1867
(Samford 1997:20) and likely reflectsNinilchik’s
Russian period history.

Trench 14

Trench 14 was dug with the machine
southwest of Trench 13, on Missionary Way SW
(Figure 55), where the residents’ driveways
cometogether (Figure 116). Thestratigraphy
congsted of four distinct layers, beginningwith
about 50 cm of compacted fill forming the
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Figure 122. Trench 13 contained a light blue
transfer-printed whiteware of likely Russian
period origin. Both sides are shown.

existing driving surface (Figure 123). Abruptly
below thegrave roadfill wasadark 20-cmthick
organic stratum containing artifacts, followed by
20 cmof dark brown sandy silt, and then grey
silt in which digging was terminated. Water
began callecting inthe holebeforeit wasfinished
(Figure124).

Metal and ceramic artifacts were the
only materid srecovered fromtheorganic tratum
inTrench 14. Themetal consisted of two rusty
wirenails, and the pottery consisted of asingle
undecorated whiteware sherd. These are not

Trench 14 -- Northwest Profile
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Figure 123. The profile of Trench 14, excavated with the machine on Missionary Way SW, showed

four distinct strata.
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Fi gur 14. e side of Trench 14 shows adark
former land surface compressed between road
fill above and mottled but undisturbed soils below.

sufficient to date the material with precision.
Thoughtheunderlyingand overlying sratigraphy
in Trench 13 does not exactly mimic that of
Trench 14, 40" away, the organic zone in the
two istaken to represent the sameformer land
surface.

Figure 125. Trench 15 was dug in the roadway
of Mission Avenue, in front of Deanna Smith’'s
picket fence. View is southwest.

Trench 15

Trench 15 wasdug with theexcavator
on Mission Avenuejust northwest of Trench
10 (Figure 52), in the roadbed outside of
Deanna Smith’s picket fence (Figure 125).
Below 80 cm of compacted road fill (Figure
127) wasfound a20 cm layer of coal ashwith
artifactsfollowed by a20 cm black organic
s0il dso containing artifacts(Figures126-129).
Below that was 10 cm of grey silt, then an

Figure 126. Oneof two bagsof artifactsretrieved
from Trench 15 contained a Vel vet tobacco can.

orangeclay inwhich excavation wasterminated.
The stratigraphy was comparable to that of
nearby Trench 10including themidden fegture,
except that it contained no building logs, was
not asthick, and contained far fewer artifacts.
Thoughthecultura depositsin Trench 15likely
reflect the same depositional sequenceas Trench
10, they werenot given feature status.
Artifacts from Trench 15 were of
ceramic, metal, glass, wood, and fabric, with
bone and shell. The bone consisted of seven
specimens; onewas from aseamammal, and
onewaslikely cow. Four are sawn. Theshell
consisted of asinglerazor clam fragment.

Velvet, America’s Smoothest Smoke,
Burns Cool and Sweet in Pipeor Cigarette
Labd on Ve vet tobacco canfrom Trench 10
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Trench 15 -- Southwest Profile
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Figure 127. Thestraigraphy of Trench 15 wassimilar to that of nearby Trench 10, except that it had
no building logs, was not as thick, and contained fewer artifacts.

Themetal sample contained rusty can
fragmentsincluding most of atobacco can, a
largerusty wirenail and threesmaller ones(one
gavanized), arusty wirethat islikely thetrigger
to a standard wood-based rat trap, a small
cuprousrod, and some bits of aluminum foil
(Figures 126, 128). The pocket-sized tobacco
canisastandard flip-top container painted dark
red with cream-whitelettering— Vel vet brand.

Of six pieces of glass, five are bottle
shards— four clear and oneamber. Oneof the
clear pecimensisabottlebasefragment lacking

Figure 128. The second bag of artifacts from

Trench 15 contained glass, ceramic, bone, metal,
shell, plastic, and fabric.

embossing and displaying someiridescence. The
Sxth specimenisapieceof green-tinted window
glass.

Theoneleather specimenisthe end of
athick strap suitablefor luggage, with asnap at
thetornend and ad ot for abutton or toggle at
theother. Another singleitemformingthesole
entry initsmaterial classisalength of plastic
insulationfromelectrical wire(Figure 128).

Three piecesof pottery werefoundin
Trench 15 (Figure 129). All wererim sherds.
One pieceof bluewillow ware porcelain came

inches

igure 29. The pottery found in Trench 15
consisted of: &) willow ware porcelain; b) decaled
whiteware; b) Japanese porcelain.
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I L | Trench 19 -- Southwest Profile
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Figure 130. Trench 19 deposits consisted of athick layer of compacted road fill overlying a dark
organic deposit containing artifacts and interpreted as a buried former ground surface.

fromasmall globular vessel with aflared rim,
and has awhimsical houseboat design. The
fragment of asmall bowl withaninterior design
islikdly Japaneseporcdan. Onewhitewarewith
arepetitive flower motif decaled around its
exterior rimisfrom abow! or large cup, and
matchesasherd from Trench 7 (Figure 115).

r—
-

foik :

Figure 131. Below the thick road
artifacts.

The cultural deposit in Trench 15 is
considered contemporaneouswith the midden
featurein Trench 10. Differencesbetween the
two trenches could beinterpreted asafunction
of dightly different discard activity (Trench 15
lacksbuilding materid likethat foundin Trench
10). Or thetwo trenches may have sampled

bed fill exposed in Trench 19 was an organic soil containing
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theinsdeand outsdeof abuilding. Morelikely
Trench 10 is nearer the center of a focused
discard area, while Trench 15 isfurther away.

Trench 19

Trench 19 wasdug near themidpoint of
MissonAvenue (Figure52), with theexcavator.
Beneath athick layer of road fill was adark
organiclayer containing artifacts, interpreted as
aburied former land surface (Figures 130-131).

Though trenches on either side of it
produced no artifacts, Trench 19 yielded metd,
ceramic, and bone specimens. The bone
consisted of two specimens, one of whichis
likely cow. Themetd consisted of alargerusty
wirenall andashort rusty metal dowd. Pottery
consisted of asingle whiteware sherd with a
light-blueunderglazetransfer print (Figure 132).

Thedark organic artifact-bearing Sratum
inTrench 19isconsidered to beaformer land
surfaceburied by fill for construction of Mission
Avenue. Theartifact collection has only the
piece of pottery as apotential chronological
indicator, withamanufacturing dateof between
1818 and 1867 (Samford 1997:20).
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Figure 132. Trench 19 produced one sherd of
pottery -- a whiteware sherd with a light-blue
underglaze transfer print.

Trench 27

Trench 27 was dug with the excavator
near the northwest end of Mission Avenue, in
front of the Ninilchik sore(KEN-218). Benegth
athick layer of roadfill wasasuiteof threethin
strataformed of dark organic soil and cod ash
(Figures 133-134). Beneath that was a thin
culturadly sterilegrey slt, andthenan orangesilty
clay inwhich excavationwashalted.

Despite the organic zone with
microgratigraphy in Trench 27, theonly artifacts
it produced werearusty wirenail and achunk
of 1"x6” board; and the deposit isnot dated.

Trench 27 -- Northeast Profile
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Figure 133. Trench 27 displayed thin layers of dark organic soil, ash, and artifacts buried beneath

road fill brought in to build Mission Avenue.
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Figure 134. Buried beneath theroad fill in Trench 27, infront of the Ninilchik store (KEN-218), was
a series of three compressed lenses of organic soil and ash containing artifacts.

=1 Trench?29

Trench 29 was located near the
northwest end of Mission Avenue (Figures 54,
135). Below athick layer of road fill wasa
dark organic stratum containing artifacts,
overlyingathingrey silt or clay followed by an
orangeclay inwhich excavation wasterminated
(Figure 136).

Boneand artifactsof ceramic, metd, and
leather were recovered. The bone sample
consisted of twolargefragments, oneof which
waslikey moose. Themetal conssted of asingle
rusty wirenail, and theleather consisted of one
shoesolefragment. Thesingleceramicspecimen
wasof undifferentiated whiteware.

Thedark organiclayerin Trench29is

oo ] interpreted asaformer land surface buried by
Figure 135. Trench 29, here looking southeast, roadfill, whiletheartifactsindicate no specific

was located near the intersection of Mission dateand no a:t|v|ty bqlond domesticdiscard.
Avenue and Hillcrest Avenue.
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} L : Trench 29 -- Northeast Profile
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Figure 136. Trench 29 revealed adark organic horizon containing artifacts, buried beneath athick
layer of road fill.
Trench 30 stratum consisted of athick layer of compacted

Two trenches were dug with the
mechanical excavator on either side of the apex
of Missionand Hillcrest Avenues intersection
(Figure54). Trench 30 wason MissonAvenue,
intheroad surface (Figure 137). Theuppermost

Mission Avenue

Figure 137. Trench 30 (here looking southeast) was dug with the machine at the northwest end of

road fill forming the current surface of Mission
Avenue (Figure 138). Below that wasalayer
of sand and gravel up to cobble size with
noticably lesscompaction below thefirst 10cm.
That loosegrave lay directly onadark organic
soil containing artifacts. Below that wasthe
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I L | Trench 30 -- Northeast Profile
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Figure 138. Trench 30 displayed a dark organic zone sandwiched between undisturbed orange clay
below and loose gravel and compacted road fill above.

culturdly gerileorangeday that formedthebasd
stratum in most of thetrenches excavated.
Two artifactswereretrieved fromthe
dark stratum: a sherd of undifferentiated
porcelain, and abrass casing from acenterfire
cartridge. Though the specimen is damaged
(Figure 139), therim and headstamp areintact
andtheletters“WRA CO” and “.30 G 1906”
arelegible, indicating manufacture by Winchester
Repeating Arms Company. Internet sources
indicatethe caliber wasthe precursor to the .30-
06; snce Winchester began manufacturing the
.30-06 cartridgefor military use during World
War 1, the specimen likely dates between 1906
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Figure 139. Recovered from Trench 30 was a
Winchester .30 G 1906 cartridge -- precursor to
the .30-06 caliber.

and about 1918 (the company went out of
businessin 1932).

The organic soil in Trench 30 is
interpreted asaformer land surface. Theloose
sand and gravel aboveit likely representsone
of thevillage' soldest improved road surfaces.
Themanufacturing date of the cartridge, though
general, suggeststhat the deposit datesto the
firg hdf of thetwentieth century; theloosegravel
road surface aboveit isthuslater.

Trench 37

Trench 37 wasdug withthemechanica
excavator at the apex of Hillcrest Avenue's
junctionwith MissionAvenue (Figures54, 140).
Thetrenchwasplacedintheroadfill of Hillcrest
Avenue, through aveneer of topsoil recently
landscaped to support athick lawn (Figure 140).
Beneath thethin sod zonewasgravd fill for the
road, overlying acultural deposit containing
stratified lenses of coal ash and dark organic
soils (Figures 141-142). Beneath that wasa
grey and brown mottled soil, and bel ow that was
the basal orange clay inwhich thetrenchwas
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Figure 140. Trench 37 (lower center) was dug with the machine at the beginning of Hillcrest
Avenue (center, looking east); the edge of Trench 30’'s backdirt isvisible at lower right.

Figure 141. Beneath theroad bed of Hillcrest Avenue (here covered with athin veneer of landscaped
sod), in Trench 37, was a dark organic layer containing artifacts.
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I L : Trench 37 -- North Profile
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Figure 142. Excavation of Trench 37 showed the fill for Hillcrest Avenue overlying a cultural

deposit of stratified coal ash and dark organic soil.

terminated. Along the contour the stratigraphy
appeared parald andleve (Figure 142), butin
the opposite axisthe strata dipped downward
dlightly to mimic the surfaceslope. Coal ash
appeared near thetop of the organic depositin
the west two-thirds of the unit. Soilsin the

organic layer were not homogenous and
appeared to have been mechanically jumbled.
Artifacts recovered from the organic
deposit included amber beer bottleglass, clear
bottleglass, plastic, String, metal can fragments,
cod dlinkers, and part of afail labd (Figure 143).

Figure 143. Artifacts from Trench 37’s organic deposit consisted of recent items including amber
botle glass, metal can fragments, plastic, foil labels, and coal clinkers.
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Trench 43 -- Northwest Profile
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Figure 144. Trench 43 was dug using hand tools on Missionary Way NE, revealing an artifact-

bearing sod zone.

All thespecimenswould be considered modern.
The evidence indicates that Trench 37
penetrated an area disturbed by recent
landscaping, either for theroad or the adjacent
lot, or both.

Trench 43

Trench 43 waslocated on Missionary
Way NE, in Deanna Smith’'s mowed yard
(Figure 144). Hand toolswereused to remove
first athick artifact-bearing sod zone, overlying
agrey-brown soil without artifacts. A 2"x8”
plank fragment wastransected by thetrench at
the base of the sod zone. Groundwater soon
filledthetrenchandit wasterminatedinthegrey-
brown soil.

Onesmall unidentifiablebonefragment
wasretrieved from Trench 43, aswell asmetal
and ceramic artifacts. Themetal consisted of
tworusty wirenails, anunidentified lump of rugt,
alead net weight, and around textured cuprous
container lid -- maybe part of asnuff container
(Figure 145). Thelump of rust hastwo barbs
protruding fromit.

The ceramicsconsisted of four sherds:
one undifferentiated whiteware, two molded
whiteware, and oneporcean rim sherd (Figure

146). AOHA archaeologist Dan Thompson
recognized the porecelain specimen asaware
asofound at theagency’sexcavationsat Castle
Hill in Sitka-- for sometimethe headquarters
of the Russian American Company inAlaska,
and believesitto belikely of Chineseoriginand
dating to around the 1850s (Thompson 2003).

The contents of Trench 43 suggest no
morethan genera household discard, except for
thenet weight -- afishingitemuseful ineither a
commercia or subsistence context. Thewire
nails are a post-1890s artifact, while the
porcelain sherd may beahalf-century earlier.
Their occurrenceinthethick sod zone suggests
that thevicinity’sdepositiona history hasbeen
oneof dow surfaceacc [
| E i
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Figure 145. Metal objects from Trench 43
consisted of two rusty wirenails, an unidentified
rusty object with two barbs, a cuprous lid to a
round container, and alead net weight.
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Figure 146. Thefour piecesof pottery from Trench 43 consisted of: a) undifferentiated whiteware;
b) molded whiteware; c) porcelain -- likely Chinese.

Trench 44 NE right-of-way (Figure53). Thevegetation
wasan un-mowed verson of thelawnat Trench

Trench 44 was dug with hand tools 43, and like Trench 43 groundwater filled the
updopefrom Trench43, ontheMissionary Way  trench asit wasbeing excavated. Thesod zone

: 1m : Trench 44 -- Northwest Profile
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Figure147. Thestratigraphy of Trench 44 consisted of athick artifact-bearing sod zone overlying a
light brown and grey mottled soil.
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Figure 148. Ceramicsfrom Trench 44 consisted of: @) undifferentiated whiteware; b) undifferentiated
porcelain; ¢) handpainted underglaze polychromewhiteware; d) underglazetransfer-printed porcelain.

wasathick mat of rootsin an organic soil, and
contained artifactsaswell astwo large cobbles.
Beow the sod zonewasamottled grey and light
brown soil, and underlying that wasayelowish
grey st (Figure 147).

Boneaswell asartifacts of metal and
ceramicwererecovered. Thebonesamplewas
comprised of three specimens, one of them
identified aslikely cow. Themetd sampleheld
four castiron stovefragmentsand 13 rusty nails
of varioussizes. Threeof thenailsaresquare,
of which oneiscompleteand measures4” long;
theothersarefragmentswith larger headsand
shanks and were likely longer than 4” when
complete.

The ceramic sample contained 14
specimens, of which 10 were undifferentated
whiteware and one was undifferentiated
porcelain (Figure 148). One porcelain sherd

hasitsexterior decorated withagreen underglaze
transfer print. Two sherds are from an
underglaze handpainted whiteware vessel with
athick and somewhat crude polychromedesign
identified as “Gaudy Dutch” by AOHA
archaeol ogist Dan Thompson.

Trench 44’ s stratigraphy and artifact
contentissimilar to Trench 43'sand suggests
slow accumulation of household debris.
Archaeol ogical excavationsat Kolmakovskiy
Redoubt and onthe Nushagak River inwestern
Alaskahave produced the Gaudy Dutch ware
in contexts dating from the mid to late 1800s
(VanStone 1970; VanStone and Townsend
1970:75-86; Oswalt 1980:70-74). Thethree
largesquarenails, two sherds, and lack of recent
material indicatesdepositioninthelast half of
the nineteenth century.
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Figure 149. A green glass marble wasrecovered
from Trench 45.

Trench 45

Trench 45 was excavated using hand
tools on Missionary Way NE, upsiope from
Trench 44 at the base of a cottonwood tree
(Figure53). Groundwater flooded thetrench
assoon asthe sod wasremoved, and -- sinceit
wason adopeand had somepressure-- drained
out thelower end asagrey durry (Figure59).

Therewasnoindicationthat thestratigraphy was
different than that encountered in the hand-dug
trencheson either side, downs ope or upslope
(Trenches 44 and 46), but the oozing soil
prohibited good characterizationsor profiles.
Nonetheless, an artifact sample was
recovered from Trench 45, aswell asabone
sample. Thebonesconssted of five specimens,
including onelikely cow bone, onelikely moose
bone, and onemarmot bone. Theartifactswere
of metal, glass, and ceramic, with the metal
sampleincluding: alargerusty eye-bolt, acast-
iron stovefragment, arusty square nail, three
lumpsof rust, and abrassgrommet such asthose
found on moderntarps. Theglasssamplewas
asingleitem-- agreenglassmarble (Figure 149).
The ceramic sample from Trench 45
contained 24 undifferentiated whiteware
specimens (Figure 150). Three instances of
cojoining rimsherdsrepresented two platesand

Figure 150. Ceramics from Trench 45 consisted of: &) undifferentiated whiteware; b) decaled
whiteware; c) blue transfer-printed whiteware; d) undifferentiated porcelain.
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Figure 151. Most of atransfer-printed serving plate was recovered from Trench 45 -- the Persian
Rose pattern manufactured by W. Baker and Company.

athick bowl, and three specimensweresimply
glazed potlidsremoved from larger specimens.
A singleplate rimsherd with abrown decaled
rim, atiny whiteware sherd with abluetransfer
print, and two undifferentiated porcelain
specimens were also recovered. The most
impressvecomponent of theceramic sampleis,
however, acollection of sherdslikely fromone
vessdl -- abrown transfer-printed serving plate
in the Persian Rose pattern by W. Baker and
Company (Figure 151).

Aswith the nearby hand-dug trenches
on Missionary Way NE, Trench 45's contents
reflect household discard, but thewater inflow
didn’t dlow stratigraphicinferences. W. Baker
and Company was in business from 1839 to
1932 (the company added “Ltd” to their
manufacturing mark in 1893, but unfortunately
that time-diagnostic portion of the symbol is
missing from the specimen); the pattern name

washot typicaly induded onthevessd until after
1860 (Godden 1991:51). The popularity of
the central floral patternstypified by Persian
Rose peaked from 1891 to 1908 (Samford
1997:24). Thesquarenail iscompatiblewitha
later 1800s date.

Trench 48

Trench 48 waslocated on Missionary
Way NE, upslopefrom Trench 46 (Trench 47
was not excavated). Itsdopewasgreater than
the preceding trenchesto the southwest (Figures
152-153). Thetrenchwasdug with hand tools
through athick sod zone supporting fireweed,
cow parsnip, nettles, and other plants. Thesod

Persian Rose, a flow pattern by W. Baker

and Company (1839-1932), showsthe soft

blurring typical of the flowing process.
Samford (1997:22).
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Figure 152. Trench 48 (herelooking west) was dug with hand t
Russian Orthodox church school (KEN-031) is at upper left.

ey . -

oolsup Missionary Way NE. Theold

zone contained bone and artifacts, asdid the the impression was that the specimens were
underlyingydlowish-grey Sty soil below (Figure  derived from the overlying organic sod zone.

153). Excavationwasterminated inthat silty The bone sample contained four
s0il when artifactswereno longer encountered;  specimens, including an unidentified bird bone,
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Figure 153. Trench 48 was dug on the slope of Missionary Way NE, revealing two soils with
artifacts.
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and alargefragment likely to bethat of acow.
Anunidentified shell fragment wasasoretrieved.
Metal and ceramic artifacts were
collected from the surface, the sod zone, and
the basal soil below. Fromthe surfacecamea
singlesherd of undifferentiated whiteware, and
a brass cartridge casing (Figure 154). The
headstamp says“WRA Co” and“40-82 WCF”
indicating manufacture by the Winchester
Repeating Arms Company. Thesingleartifact
found in the basal yellowish-grey silt wasan
undifferentiated whitewaresherd. Theremainder
of the collection camefrom the sod zone, and
includeda7” lengthof 4 3/8”-diameter sted pipe
(likely adeevefor astovepipe), asingle-mantle
Coleman-gtylelantern, thebit for ajackhammer,
fivesmal castiron sovefragments, and abrass
rivet. Ten piecesof pottery werecollected from
the sod zone in addition to the one specimen

from the basal soil (Figure 155). Six are

Other Trench Contents
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Figure 154. A brass cartridge casing was found
on the surface of Trench 48.

undifferentiated whiteware, whileaseventh has
ared decaled band around theinterior of itsrim.
Onebright whiteware sherd with anunderglaze
green handpai nted pattern wasfound, ongwith
part of abrown-glazed earthenwarevessdl that
AOHA archaeologist Dan Thompsonidentified
asaChinesewater jar smilar to specimensfound
at Castle Hill in Sitka -- a site from which

Figure 155. Ceramics from Trench 48 consisted of: a) brown-glazed Chinese earthenware water
jar; b) undifferentiated whiteware; ¢) decaled whiteware; d) handpainted underglaze whiteware.
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Figure 156. Trench 50 (looking southwest down

Missionary Way NE) was excavated using hand
tools. The cabin at upper right is KEN-031.

archaeol ogical investigation has extracted an
1804-1867 type collection for the Russian
American period (Thompson 2003).

Trench 48reflectshousehold debris, and
the depositional processlikely involved slow
accumulation from sequential discard and soils
eroded from upslope. Theexcavationsdid not
encounter recent trash; the youngest-appearing
gpecimenswerethelantern and thejackhammer
bit. Thesinglecartridge casingfrom Trench 48
isuseful for dating because most firearmsand
their cartridges have known manufacturing
periods; an unreferenced comment on the
internet gave amanufacturing period of 1886-
1947 for the caliber, but since the Winchester
Repeating Arms Company went out of business
in 1932 the suggested date range for the
Ninilchik specimenwould be 1886-1932. The
ceramicsareinkeeping with that dateranged so,
with the Chinese water jar possibly being of
earlier manufacture.

Trench 50
Trench 50 continued the series of hand-
dug trenchesup Missionary Way NE, thoughit

wasthefirst trench duginthe project schedule

Trench 50 -- Northwest Profile
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Figure 157. Trench 50's uppermost soil contained artifacts and pinched-out upslope -- possibly
relating to a buried utility line later found and marked just a few inches more in that direction

(northeast).
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(Figures60-61, 156). Theareawasvegetated
in raspberries, cow parsnip, and fireweed, and
beneath the sod was a brown soil containing
artifacts (Figure 157). The stratum got much
thicker downd ope compared to upsope; afew
dayslater autility employeelocated aforgotten
buried linejust afew inches upslopefrom the
trench edge (utility locates had been doneprior
tothegtart of the project), and perhapsthe buria
of that line years ago contributed to the
gratigraphy visblein Trench 50.
Artifactswererecovered from Trench
50, but they wereminimal. Retrieved fromthe
surfaceweretwo bones-- both sawn and likely
cow, with the smaller of the two wedged into
themarrow cavity of theother. Onesmall wad
of rusty wirewas collected, and three pieces of
pottery. Two sherdswere of undifferentated
whiteware, and the third iswhiteware with a
light-blueunderglazetrander print, suggested by
Dan Thompsonto bea Spode/Copel and pattern
distributed by the Hudson’sBay Company after
1836 (Sussman 1979). According to Berry
(1981), imports of Hudson's Bay Company
goodsinto the United States were prohibited
after 1850, so Alaska's 1867 date of entry into
U.S. handslikely providesaterminal datefor
theware sintroductionintoAlaskaand Ninilchik.
Trench 50’s stratigraphy is truncated
upslope and comparatively thick downslope,
suggesting soil hasbeen pushed downthegrade
from above. It could have been from recent
utilitiesexcavations, or from historic activities
such asexcavation or maintenance of anearby
root cellar. If such aprocesstook place, then
theartifactsin the upper portion of thecultural
stratum have been secondarily deposited. The
small blue-patterned sherd (Figure 158) dates
to the 1800s but doesn’t necessarily date the
trench’scultural depositional sequence.

Other Trench Contents

Inches

Figure 158. Trench 50 produced atiny sherd of
light-blue underglaze transfer print on whiteware,
amid-1800s ware.

Trench 53

Trench 53 wasdug using hand tool s at
thetop of Missionary Way NE, whereit joins
Hillcrest Avenue (Figure 159). Below adark
thick organic sod was a yellow-brown soil,
below which wasayellow-grey soil inwhich
excavation was terminated (Figure 160).
Chickenwireencountered in the northeast half
of thetrench was oriented parallel to Hillcrest
Avenue and may have been part of agarden
fenceinitsorigind location; it wasnot collected.

Bone, shell, and artifactswereretrieved
from Trench 53. All four bone specimenswere
identified: duck or goose, ptarmigan, likely cow,

.

Figure 159. Trench 53 (backfilled, right of center,
looking south) was dug using hand tools at the
top of Missionary Way NE. Hillcrest Avenueis
at the back of the photographer; log cabin KEN-
560 isimmediately to theright, out of theimage.
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Figure 160. Trench 53 was at the top of Missionary Way NE, sloping south-southwest from its

junctionwith Hillcrest Avenue.

andlikely moose. Theshell ssmplewasformed
by tenrazor clam shdlls, four butter clam shdlls,
and someunidentified fragments. Theartifacts
wereof ceramicand metd, withtheceramicitem
being a single sherd of undifferentiated
whiteware. The metal collection contained
several wads of wire, four rusty wirenails, a
rusty turn-key for an apparatus that had a
mainspring -- likean aarm clock, and themetal
reed assembly to aharmonica(Figure 161).

Figure 161. Metal objectsfrom Trench 53 were
four wire nails, a turn-key, wire, and the metal
reed assembly to a harmonica.

Thestratigraphy and collectionsfrom
Trench 53 suggest no more than household
discard, withthewirenailsindicating deposition
after the 1890s.

Trench 54

Trench 54 was not planned as part of
the ATP, but when informationwasreceived that
theintended water main alignment would strike
not under Hillcrest Avenue but rather upsiope
fromit, testinginthevicinity of tworoot cdlars-
- KEN-555 -- was conducted. Trench 54 was
thefirst of two exploratory tests dug by hand
there (the other, Trench 55, uncovered aburied
root cellar and is reported in the Features
chapter). Thetrenchwasoriented perpendicular
to Hillcrest Avenue and trended down the dope
(Figure 162). Theuppermost stratum below the
sod wasabrown organic soil containing artifacts
that plunged from 20-30 cm thick in the upper
half todmost twicethat inthelower haf (Figure
163). Underlying that organic stratuminthe
upslope half of thetrench wasajumbled layer
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of brownand ydlow-grey soil overlyingabrown
organic soil. The underlying stratum was a
ydlow-grey silt.

Cultura material wasfound only inthe
topmost stratum. Chickenwirewasencountered
embedded in the sod and was not retained;
otherwise only bottleglassand onewholebottle
werefound. Thewhole bottle was an amber
thin-walled “ Stubbi€” beer bottle made by the
Owensllinois GlassCompany, whiletwo bottle
basesindi cated manufacture by the Pacific Coast
Glass Works and the Anchor Hocking Glass
Corporation (Figure 164).

Themeaning of Trench 54’ sdtratigraphy
isnot clear, and an explanationfor the degpening
of the cultural depositisnot advanced -- aroot
cellar? Thejumbled appearance of thedtratain
theupdopehalf of thetrenchisinkeepingwith
thedynamic diding and dumping of bluff soils
observedfirst handin 2012. Anartifact sample
containing only bottleglassdoesnot lend much
of afunctional characterization to the deposit;
the chickenwirefoundinthe uppermost soil and

the appearance of arectangular clearing at this

L Im 1
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Other Trench Contents

s o POREIRAN | A

Figure162. Trench 54 was placed above Hillcrest
Avenue next to one of theroot cellarscomprising
KEN-555.

location in archival photographs (see cover)
indicatesthat it was a garden space acentury
ago. Thedaterangesof thethreebottle bases
are: 1920s- present for the OwenslllinoisGlass
Company; 1937 - present for the Anchor
Hocking Glass Corporation; and 1919 - 1930
for the Pacific Coast GlassWorks symboal.

Summary

Of the 41 trenches dug by hand or
mechanically, fivereveaed cultural deposits

Trench 54 -- West Profile
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Figure 163. The organic artifact-bearing layer in Trench 54 extended abruptly to a much deeper

depth in the downslope half.

121



Archaeologica Testingat Old Ninilchik, Kenal Peninsula, Alaska

Figure 164. Only glass was retrieved from Trench 54, of which there was one whole bottle (l€eft).
Manufacturers are (left to right) Owens Illinois, Anchor Hocking, and Pacific Coast Glass.

worthy of feature status and another 18 were depositsand artifacts are congruent with date
discussedinthischapter for ther artifact content  rangesand activitiesindicated by thefeatures.
and potentid ingghtsinto Ninilchik’ shigtory. The
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Conclusons

Conclusons

The 2010 Archaeological

Testing Planwasimplemented in 2012, using a
combination of mechanically excavated and
hand-dug trenches, resulting in a broadly
distributed sample of old Ninilchik’s
archaeological record. Thefieldinvestigations
focused on testing thewater main alignmentsin
those portions of the water project’'s APE
judged of high or moderate potential for
archaeol ogica deposits, whichwasdetermined
to beexclusively theold village; other portions
of the project as planned arein areas deemed
of low archaeological potential and were not
further consderedintheATP. Thefivefeatures
recognized in the trenches, along with the
contents of other trenchesthat did not warrant
feature status, provide an indication of the
village' sarchaeol ogica potentid.

Thischapter first addressesexpectations
developed inthe APE, and the archaeol ogi cal
integrity of the study area. It then briefly
discussesinsightsinto Ninilchik’shistory and
culture based on the archaeol ogical evidence.
That information iscong dered inthe context of
Nationa Register eigibility and the previoudy
defined Ninilchik historic district (KEN-032),
which hasaperiod of sgnificanceof 1830-1930.
The chapter concludeswith recommendations
for archaeol ogica mitigation.

Comparison with ATP Expectations

Thelogistical aspectsof thetestingin
October of 2012 presented few surprises, and
both the mechanical and hand-tool testing
proceeded moreor lessasplanned. Conflicts
with buried utilitiesand driveways prevented
mechanical trenchinginsevera places, but the
desired geographic breadth of the samplewas
accomplished. The few trenches dlated for
handtoolsthat were not in fact dug, duetothe
steepness of the slope and diminished
expectations based on nearby results, were
balanced by unplanned Trenches54 and 55 and
the unexpected discovery of theburied root cdllar
at KEN-555. Groundwater in some percentage
of trencheswas expected. Therate of trench
excavation and recordation was as anticipated.

Based on Lascy’s(1904) plat theATP
expected that remains of buildings would be
uncoveredinthegenera vicinity of theMission
Avenue junction with Missionary Way NE
(Figures26-27), but no such featureswerefound
there or anywhere (excluding theburied cellar
at KEN-555). It was hoped that evidence
associated with the first Russian American
Company building would befound, but that was
not the case, either (though circumstantial
evidencesuggestsalikely location).
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Trench Description Origin DateRange
3 feature; see Table 3 for details U.SA. early 1950s- early 1960s
5 seetext for details mixed: late 1800s - early 1900s
7 modern debris 1970s-1990s
10 plain molded whiteware 1850s-?
underglaze black transfer print 1828-?
burned porcelain doll fragment approx. 1880s-1920s
whiteware “Madein Japan” post-1930
decal/yellow-black handpainted whiteware post-1890s
hand-painted porcelain Russian
bluewillow Chinese
blue underglaze pre-1850s
1 no diagnostics no date
13 underglaze light blue transfer print probably Russian likely mid-1800s
%) no diagnostics no date
15 porcelain Japanese same as Trench 10
porcelain Chinese "
19 light-blue underglaze transfer print late 1800s-early 1900s
7 no diagnostics no date
2 no diagnostics no date
K0 WRA .30 G 1906 cartridge casing U.SA. 1906-1932
) bone porcelain Japanese no date
37 ceramic light switch fragment 1910-1920s
3 porcelain probably Chinese likely 1850s
vai| handpainted polychrome whiteware Dutch likely 1840s-1850s
45 Baker & Co. Persian Rose brown transfer USA. 1828t0?
46 porcelain child’steacup fragment Japanese late 1800s-early 1900s
48 water jug lug Chinese mid-1850s
WRA .40-82 cartridge casing U.SA. 1886-1932
50 light-blue underglaze transfer print probably Russian late 1800s-early 1900s
53 no diagnostics no date
54 Pacific Coast Glass Works U.SA. 1919-1930
5] (buried root cellar; stratigraphy, archival images) pre-1910s

Table 6. Estimated dates based on diagnostic items.

Some artifacts are attributable to the
RussanAmerican period; othersarelater (Table
6). Many of the specimensreflect wareslikely
inserviceinNinilchik during the period spanning
thelate 1800sto the 1930s. A few may dateto
thefirst half of theperiod of significance. The
daterangesfor theglassbottlesare mostly mid-
to late-1900s, and no whol e bottles dating to
theearlier haf of the period of Sgnificancewere
found. Other artifactscollected mostly reflect a
broad time period. Ingenerd, though Russian
American period artifactswerefound, nofesture

could be attributed strictly to that period of
Ninilchik’spast.

The ATP predicted that discovery of
prehistoric artifacts was unlikely given the
intengity of historic usewithinthat portion of the
APE sampled, and nonewerefound.

Archaeological I ntegrity Within theAPE
A godl of thearchaeol ogical testing was

to determine how much of the APE contains
intact archaeological deposits. The ATP
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Figure 165. A map of the excavation trenches at old Ninilchik, marked blue for those that revealed
aformer land surface and red for those that produced artifacts, shows the most productive to have
been at the southeast and northwest ends of the project.

discussed the prior disturbance history inold
Ninilchik and concluded that “ trenchesdug for
the 1999 sewer main removed between haf and
two-thirds of the street ROWs and probably
disturbed part of what will bethewater main
excavation prism (theAPE).” Thisstatement
was not intended to apply to upper Missionary
Way (NE), but rather the other street dignments.
The 2012 excavations did not test the above
premise, which would haverequired deliberate

placement of trenchesin areasthought to have
been disturbed.

The2012investigationstested outside
the supposed 1999 di sturbance zone and found
aburied former land surface benesth road fill in
most of the mechanically excavated trenches,
though those a ong the midsection of Mission
Avenuedid not produce artifacts (Figure 165).
Thetesting demonstrated that at |east dong the
tested portion of the ROWSs the soil surface
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beneath the road fill is mostly intact, with
interruptions here and there. The 32
mechanically excavated trenches, each
measuring about 3'x12' (one by four meters) at
thetop and tapering downto about 3'x9' at the
bottom depth of 5'-6', sampled about 864
sgquarefeet. Thenine hand-dug trencheswere
each about 2'x12’ without much taper at the
ends, for atotd of 216 squarefedt, totaling 1080
sgquare feet inspected in total. The project
specificationsof a10’-wide excavation for a
distanceof 2,200, multiplied by the 1080 square
feet archaeologically inspected, yid dsadatigtic
of lessthan 5% of thewater main trench tested
aspart of the2012 investigations (servicelines
and septic systems are yet to be addressed in
the planning process).

To the 5% removed by archaeological
investigation is added a percentage for
digturbanceby utility ingtalation—hereestimated
at approximately 15% — yielding an estimated
75% of the 2,200'x10" water main excavation
footprint with intact subsurface deposits.

Culture-Historical Insights

Thearchaeol ogicd resultscomefroma
series of narrow trenches sampling a small
percentage of old Ninilchik, and expansion of
thetrenchesto reveal more of cultural features
was avoided except for the buried root cellar
discovered in Trench 55. Consequently the
degreeto which results can be extrapolated to
thesiteasawholeislimited, and thedataare
best assembled in support of archival and ora
history information, whichinthiscaseisfiner-
grained.

To that end Alyce Anderson’s
photographs illustrate well what the village
looked likeacentury ago (Figures4, 7-9), and

theland use pattern within old Ninilchik’s 13
acres has been discussed in the first two
chapters. Thevillage' spreferredlocationsfor
dwellings, outhouses, andtrailsareevident from
theAnderson photographs, and the patternwas
largely continued through the subsequent
century. Thearchaeologica evidencefrom 2012
added littletothevisudization of Ninilchik'searly
infragtructure.

Thevillagers' discard behavior isnot
evident fromarchiva photographsor ord history,
however, and the archaeol ogical effort affords
someinsight into that. Household debriswas
discarded at the edge of theriverbank near the
current bridgein the 1950s, according to the
contentsof Trench 3. Prior tothat it appearsto
have been strewn on the surface and
incrementally accumulated in the organic zone
underlying thesod, particularly inthe southeast
part of thevillage up Missionary Way NE and
down Missionary Way SW. The 1904 plat
depictssmdl dwellingsinthisvicinity aswel as
thefirat church, so artifactsrecovered herelikely
represent lost or discarded or abandoned
householditemsthat did not travel far fromtheir
origina placeof use— abig community garbage
dump would not be expected next totheRussian
Orthodox church, in other words. So thethick
deposit of coa ash, charcodl, artifacts, bones,
and architectural beams found in Trench 10
(continuinginto Trench 15) may reflect deliberate
demoalition of buildingsthereafter serviceswere
moved to the new church built on the bluff in
1904.

Though sawn cow bones confirm the
observationsof Bennett (1918:108; see sidebar
on page4) and Mae Demidoff’scomment that
“everybody inthevillagehad cows’ (seesidebar
on page 11), the subsistencelife of Ninilchik’s
villagersthat Edward Jackinsky describesinhis
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arerare occurrences.

Broken pottery vessels-- by-products of food preparation, storage, and consumption -- can
findtheir way into avariety of places, including yards, areas beneath houses, cellars, ditches,
abandoned welsand cigterns, and privies....featuresdeliberately excavated for trash containment

Maewski and O’ Brien (1987:185)

1975interview (seesidebar on page 13) isalso
reflected in the archaeological collections.
“Eleven specimensidentified asmooseor likely
to be moose” were present in the collection,
according tofaunal anayst LindaYarborough,
comparedto42 specimensfirmly or provisondly
classified as cow (Appendix B). Two rifle
cartridges, a12-gauge shotgun cartridge, and a
.45 caliber lead bullet were discovered inthe
excavations. Other animalsrepresentedinthe
faund collectionthat may represent subsistence
hunting include snowshoe hare, beaver, marmat,
seamammals(possibly belugawhaes), duck or
go0se, Sprucegrouseor ptarmigan, and possibly
caribou. Theonly evidence of fishinginthe
Ninilchik archaeologica collectionwasasingle
lead net weight.

Thelocation of the Russian American
Company’sfirstlog building and sheds, erected
in 1841, was not determined by the
archaeological investigations. However, the
archaeological results together with the oral
history and archiva informationwould suggest
that those earliest buildingswere probably near
theintersection of Missonand Hillcrest Avenues,
whereWillie Dixon'svacation rental and Laura
Trunndl’sstorearenow located. Trenches27-
30and 37 cameclosest to testing the suspected
location, and the A PE transectsit.

National Register Eligibility

TheNinilchik Russan Orthodox church
(KEN-046) on the bluff wasdeclared eligible
to the National Register in 1978 as part of a
multiple-property nomination of other historic

churchesintheAlaskadiocese, but otherwise
no cultural propertiesat old Ninilchik havebeen
evauatedfor their integrity or significance. At
least a dozen buildings first assigned AHRS
numbersin 2010 have been determined ol der
than 100 years based on newly acquired
photographs from the Alyce B. Anderson
collection, but their eval uation was not part of
the scope of work for thisproject.

All of the area tested is part of old
Ninilchik and the Ninilchik Historic District
(KEN-032), which is defined in the AHRS
inventory on both architectural and
archaeological grounds as “a few houses of
Russian-American architecture, plus house
depressionsand cachepits.” Nominationtothe
National Register was begun by the Alaska
Office of History and Archaeology but was
closed becausethe processrequiresconcurrence
with property owners. That was40 yearsago.
These circumstances aretaken to mean that the
district and study area would currently be
congdered by AOHA tobedetermined eigible,
though the nomination hasnot goneforward. The
current archaeologica investigationisbased on
the premisethat the study areaiseligibletothe
National Register based on Criterion A —being
associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad pattern of
Alaska and Kenai Peninsula history, and
Criterion D —having archaeological deposits
potentidly informing on history and/or prehistory.

The period of significance for the
Ninilchik higtoric digtrict accordingtotheAHRS
inventory is 1830-1930. The question to be
askediswhether any of theintact archaeol ogical

127



Archaeologica Testingat Old Ninilchik, Kenal Peninsula, Alaska

depositsreflect thisperiod, and the answer as
determined from diagnostic artifacts is yes.
Artifacts and the features in Trench 10 and
Trench 35include material from the Russian-
American period (pre-1867) aswell asthe post-
Russian-American period lasting upto 1930, and
other trenchescontain smilar materia inlesser
numbers. The 2012 archaeological testing
recovered cultural materia contributingtothe
historic district. Artifactsfrom the period of
ggnificanceareunder theroad bed and generaly
strewn along Missionary Way and Mission
Avenue where the two intersect, and at the
southwest end of Mission Avenue and parts of
Bayview Stredt.

Recommendationsfor Mitigation

Archaeological features potentially
eligibletotheNationa Register exist withinthe
project APE, and — given that the 2012 testing
sampled only five percent of the water main
disturbance prism — the existence of other
sgnificant featuresintheAPE isgaigticaly likdly.
Artifactsdating from the ol der decades of the
period of Sgnificancewererecovered fromover
adozentrenches. Ther digribution pardldsthat
of thesampleoverdl, the pattern being that most
of the trenches along Mission Avenue from
Deanna Smith’sgarage northwest to the store
did not produceartifacts. Of theninetrenches
fromTrench 17to Trench 26, only one—Trench
19-vyidded artifacts.

Avoidanceisrecommended for theone
buried and two surfaceroot cellars (KEN-555)
recorded near the bottom of Hillcrest Avenue.
Prior drawings of the intended water line
alignment called for placement of thepipeina
trench upslope from the existing road, which
would requiredisturbanceof at least theburied

exampleif not al three. Plans now call for
installation of thewater linedirectly below the
existing roadbed of Hillcrest Avenue, inwhich
case disturbance of the upslope bank and the
root cellarsit containswill beavoided. Another
set of four root cellars on private property
beginning lessthan 10’ east of Trench 53, at the
top of Missionary Way NE and thusfar lacking
an AHRS number, should a so beavoided.

Under current plans disturbance to
potentially significant archaeological deposits
under Missionary Way NE and SW, Mission
Avenue, and Bayview Street cannot beavoided.
Based on artifact dengties, the midden deposits
inTrench 10 (alongwith Trench 15) and Trench
35 hold potential for yielding information
satisfying Criterion D as part of the historic
digrict’'sNationa Regiger digibility. Thehand-
dug trenches along Missionary Way NE, the
mechanically dug trenchesalong Missionary
Way SW, and most of the mechanically dug
trenchesa ong Mission Avenueon either sideof
itsintersection with Missionary Way contained
artifactsand buried organic or coa ashlayers,
with someof the artifactual material dating to
theearly portion of the period of significance.
Artifact dengtiesincreasetowardsthe southwest
end of Mission Avenue and continuing on
Bayview Street to Trench 35.

Theroadbed of Hillcrest Avenue was
not excavated except for its very point of
intersectionwith Mission Avenueat the bottom
of thehill. However, the pronounced profile of
the upslope and downslope banks, recently
cleaned ditches, and antiquity of alignment
indicated inarchiva photographs suggeststhat
the roadbed has been disturbed enough to
degradeitsarchaeological potential.

Artifact denstiesacrossold Ninilchik as
indicated by thetrenchresults, and theanalysis
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of 1904 higtoric building locationsfromtheATR,
form the basis for recommending further
archaeol ogica mitigation. Thesoutheast portion
of thevillagesampled by trencheson Missionary
Way NE and SW and in both directionsfrom
their intersection with Mission Avenue produced
artifactsfrom the period of significance. This
areawasoccupied by severd buildingsincluding
residenceswhenit wassurveyedin 1904. The
callectionsfromthetrencheson Missionary Way
NE, wherethere hasbeen no road disturbance,
areof notefor lacking recent material, and the
potentid for higtoric outhouseholesinthat vicinity
remains high despite none being found by the
2012tegting. Duringthefie dwork anunidentified
local individual stopping to observe the
excavation of Trench 10 mentioned that his
elderly uncle had told himwewould “find alot
more stuff” if we moved over to the other
(southwest) side of MissionAvenue, implying
that thevillage straditiond discard patternwas
more southwest fromwhere theroad wasbuilt.
Thethick artifact-richmiddenin Trench 10 attests
to the potential for additional excavation and
recovery of archaeological information datingto
the period of significance.

The northwest portion of the village
sampled by trenches at the end of Mission
Avenueand dong Bayview Street aso produced
artifactsfromthe period of significance. Within
the greater topography of theNinilchik River’'s
mouth —elevated abovetheriver flood levdl, at
the base of the bluff, protected by the barrier
gpit— thissmall south-facing areawould have
been favored by Russian colonists and their
families (many of whomwereof Alutiqorigin
and dsotraditionally favored such places). The
owner of the lot immediately inside the
intersection of Mission Avenue and Hillcrest
Avenue, Willie Dixon, made severa statements

Conclusons

to thecrew about thevolumeof historic artifacts
hedisturbed in devel oping hiscurrent vacation
rental property. Therewasso muchinteresting
material coming out from under the bulldozer
bladethat he stopped collectingit, hesaid, and
smply pushed it up dong tboth sidesof theroad
intersection to make a V-shaped berm of
atifactswithalawngrowingoverit. Storeowner
LauraTrunndl madesmilar commentsregarding
higtoric artifactsuncovered whiledigging onher
storelot next door, and showed usalong wood-
handled sedl flenser that wasfound buried there
(Figure63). Another individual showed usan
early 1900sg|ver dollar fromthe Philippinesthat
she'd found not far from the store. These
anecdotal discoveries and the results of the
testing indicatethat Hill crest Avenue/northwest
Mission Avenue intersection likely holds
archaeological information dating to the period
of sgnificance.

Therefore, at a minimum, it is
recommended that an archaeol ogica monitor be
present to recover significant archaeological
information that might be revealed during
construction of thewater main on: a) Mission
Avenue from the bridge to Deanna Smith’s
garage; b) upper Missionary Way (NE) from
Mission Avenueto Hillcrest Avenue; c) lower
Missionary Way (SW); d) MissonAvenuefrom
the storeto theintersection of Hillcrest Avenue;
e) thelowermost 100’ of Hillcrest Avenue; and
f) Bayview Street from Mission Avenueto the
Trench 35 vicinity (Figure 166). Work areas
not recommended for archaeol ogica monitoring
are the stretch of Mission Avenue between
DeannaSmith’sgaragetothestore, and Hillcrest
Avenue from its uppermost (northeast) end
downto about 100’ from itsintersection with
MissonAvenue. Itisfurther recommended that
standard protocols for archaeological
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Figure 166. Recommended at aminimum isan archaeol ogical monitor during construction of most
of the APE except for the central part of Mission Avenue.

monitoring, inwhich congtructionishdted while
significant findsarerecovered and recorded by
the archaeologist, befollowed. If therisk of
such delays is unacceptable and is to be
minimized, then adata-recovery mitigation effort
aded by mechanica equipment could efficiently
addressMissionary Way NE and SW prior to
construction. The other portions of the ROW
are not so easily addressed in such a manner

because of the thickness of the roadbed, so
archaeol ogical monitoring during construction
may bethe best and only option there.

If culturd resourcesarerevealed during
construction on segmentsfor which no monitor
isrequired, it is recommended that work be
halted in the vicinity until the SHPO and
landowner can be consulted.
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Appendix A:
Photographic Catalog
of
Ninilchik’s Old Buildings

A photographic catalog of Ninilchik’sold buildingsappearedintheArchaeol ogica Testing
Plan (Mobley 2010), but additional information acquired sincethen isadded tothisversion. In
particular, the newly accessed Alyce Anderson collection confirmsthat several buildingswere
present by 1911-1918, making them at |east 95 years old and probably older. The Ninilchik
historic district (KEN-032), though not explicitly defined inthe statewide AlaskaHeritage Re-
source Survey (AHRS) system, likely includesall the properties|listed here except for KEN-553
and KEN-560. Eachisillustrated and briefly described in order of itsAHRS number. Seethe
map ontheinsdefront cover for building locationswithin Ninilchik.

K EN-031 -- the Old Russian Orthodox church schoolhouse, looking north, was plotted on Lascy’s
(1904) plat for USS 367 in approximately the same location and orientation as it is now. Alyce
Anderson taught her first two years of public school at Ninilchik (1911-1912, 1912-1913) in the
cabin, rented for that purpose from the church.
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KEN-046 -- Holy Transfiguration of our Lord Chapel -- the Russian Orthodox church in USS 367,
Tract A, looking north, is now awell-maintained building. Villagers had just moved out of the old
church and into this new one in 1904, according to Lascy (1904). The AHRS form describes the
building asabout 20'x50' in size, with amodified cruciform floor plan containing an open porch, two-
story vestibule with a square lantern element, nave, and sanctuary.

KEN-218 -- the Frances-Rose store, looking east. According to the AHRS form, the composite
building first consisted of aone-story log cabin built by John Asterginin the 1880s, and isal so known
astheAstergin-Cooper-Churkin-Kraskoff house. Later another one-story log addition with dovetailed
jointswas built on the east, and then three frame additions -- two two-story -- were built on the west
and north. Thebuilding is currently hometo LauraTrunnell.
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KEN-550 -- A large 1.5-story frame building located at the end of Mission Avenue, where the
bridge used to go across the creek, showsin a 1911-1918 photograph. At that time a shed-roofed
block extended acrossthe entire north wall; aremnant of it remainsat far right. At varioustimesthe
buildi r;g served as a dance hall, pool hall, and post office. Windows are 6/6 double-sashed wood
examples.

—_—

L

KEN-551 -- A cabin with logs hewn square, here looking north-northeast in 2010, shows in the
same location in two of Alyce Anderson’s 1911-1918 photographs. By 2012 the building had been
removed and relocated out of the old village.
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KEN-552 -- The log cabin at left has been shifted southwest (to the right) about one building's
length and joined to anewer building constructed on-sitein about 2000. The older building showsin
AlyceAnderson’s1911-1918 photographs. Current residentsare Steve and MonicaVanek. According
to Ms. Vanek, Butch Leman told her “a bunch of fir logs got lost in the inlet, so Grandpa Leman
collected them and made the house of them.”

gLt

KEN-553 -- This log cabin (here looking northeast) was reportedly moved to Ninilchik from
somewhere else and placed on a newly graded site in about 2009-2010. Some residents call it
“Chaika’'sRoost.” The sign on the building reportedly says*“ Vote for Frank Tupper” in Cyrillic.
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K EN-554 -- A frame cabin locally referred to as “the Red House” in obvious reference to its paint,
here looking north, shows in Alyce Anderson’s 1911-1918 photographs. It was the residence of
Mike Oskolkoff, who owned alargeflat-roofed commercial building downsl ope (since demolished)
in which he had a store and sometimes held dances, according to Mae Demidoff.

KEN-555 -- A root cellar ruin with a gabled superstructure (visible here) and another without its
superstructure 20’ to the west, were recorded in 2010. At least one of the two shows in Alyce
Anderson’s 1911-1918 photographs.
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K EN-556 -- This green house with 6/6 double-sash windows is remembered as Nadia Oskolkoff’s
house, and issaid to be alog building beneath the milled siding. Lascy (1904) plotted the building on
USS 367. Hereviewed east, in 2010, the building partly hidesthe pad for the new Russian Orthodox
church rectory at right.
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KEN-557 -- Here viewed northwest in 2010, the Jackinsky cabin still displayed numbered logs
showing how the building components were numbered, disassembled, and reassembled closer to
Mission Avenue with the axis shifted 180 degrees. A 1952 photograph showsthe building with the
shorter roof facing left, towards the southwest.
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K EN-558 -- A frame house just northwest of the old Russian Orthodox church school (KEN-031)
showsin a1952 photograph aswell asa 1953 photograph and later images, though an image (UAA-
hmc-1019-seriesGb-6-2) posted online and reportedly dated 1952 shows the buil ding absent.
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K EN-559 -- This distinctive log cabin has been moved several times, according to Mae Demidoff,
who said “I used to wish they’d just give it arest!” Archival photographs show it near the river
between the dance hall (KEN-550) and KEN-551 from at least 1918 to 1961. In this 2010 view it
had been moved south of the midpoint of Mission Avenue.
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KEN-560 -- This log cabin at the top of Missionary Way is said to have been moved from the
Cooper homestead and installed at its present location sometime after 2000.

.....

KEN-561 -- A log cabin on pilings by the river at the north corner of the village, composed of
many short hewn logs butted end-to-end, is called the Creole Cabin and was built by John
Astergin in about 1903 according to the AHRS form for KEN-060 (the building was inadvertently
assigned a second number).
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I ntroduction

Inthefall of 2012 CharlesM. Mobley and A ssociates conducted archaeol ogical testing for
water and sewer improvementsinthevillage of Ninilchik ontheKenai Peninsula. Theresulting
cultura assemblageincludesasmall faunal assemblage. CharlesM. Mobley and Associates
contracted with Cultural Resource Consultants L L C to providetaxonomicidentification of the
animal bones, and ashort analysisof cut marks.

LindaFinnYarborough, assisted by Aubrey L. Morrison, examined atotal of 160 bonesand
bonefragmentsfrom 18 trenchesfor morphological identification to thelowest possibletaxon
and documentation of cutsmarks (Table 1). Specimenswere compared to the comparative
fauna collection of theAlaska Consortium of Zooarchaeologists (ACZ), located at the
archaeological laboratories of theAnthropol ogy Department of the University of Alaska.

Tablel. Specimen quantitiesby excavation unit.

Trench Number Stratigraphic Level Number of specimens

2 1 2
3 2 7
3 3 1
5 2 2
10 2 3
10 3west 31
10 4 east 34
10 Aeast 4
10 B west 2
10 Under plank 3
11 2 3
12 2 1
13 2 1
15 2 7
19 2 2
29 2 2
35 2 15
35 Backdirt 1
37 2 4
44 2 3
44 Sod 5
45 1 4
45 2 1
46 2 2
48 1 1
48 5 3
50 1 2
53 1 10
53 2 4

Results of Analysis

The assemblage consists of a total of 20 bird and 140 mammal specimens (Table 2).
Only 17 of these were whole bones. The rest ranged in size from small fragments,
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some of which were identifiable only to class to larger pieces that were identifiable
to general taxa or, in some cases, to species. Almost half of the assemblage, 77
specimens, came from trench 10, near the intersection of Mission Avenue and
Missionary Way.

Bird taxa identified include duck or goose (Anatidae), spruce grouse and/or
ptarmigan (Tetroninae), and domestic chicken (Gallus gallus). Eight of the 20 bird
specimens were identified only to class as Aves. One of these is an unidentified ulna
from a prefledgling or fledgling.

The rest of the assemblage includes both land and sea mammal remains. The
majority of the specimens are land mammal, including moose (Alces alces), cow (Bos
taurus), snowshoe hare (Lepus americanus), and rodent fragments the size of
beaver and marmot (Sciuridae and Rodentia). Only five specimens were identifiable
as sea mammal, one of which is whale (Cetacea), possibly beluga (Delphinapterus
leucas). Twenty specimens were only identifiable to class as mammal

Table 2. Specimen Identifications.

Taxon Number of Identified Specimens
Aves (bird)

Anatidae (duck or goose)

Falcipennis canadensis (Spruce grouse)
Tetraoninae (grouse or ptarmigan)
Gallus gallus (chicken)

Aves

Total Aves 20
Mammalia (mammals)

Alces alces (moose)

Cervidae, likely Alces alces

Cervidae

Bos taurus (cow)

Artiodactyla, likely Bos taurus

Artiodactyla, either Bos taurus or Alces alces

Lepus americanus (snowshoe hare)

Sciuridae (likely Marmota caligata, hoary marmot)
Rodentia (Sciuridae or Castoridae)

Cetacea (possibly Delphinapterus leucas)

Large Land Mammal

Medium Land Mammal

Land Mammal

Sea Mammal

Small to medium mammal

Medium Mammal

Medium to Large Mammal

Large Mammal

Mammal

Total Mammalia 140

Total Number of Specimens 160
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Bird bones were only identified from four trenches:

trench 3, level 2 (chicken)

trench 10, level 3 west (Tetraoninae), level 4 east (Tetroninae and
unidentified), and level A east (Tetraoninae)

trench 48, from the screen (unidentified)

trench 53, level 1(Anatidae and Tetraoninae).

Mammal remains were identified from all the trenches, although sea mammal bones
were only found in trench 44, sod level (Cetacea); trench 15, level 2 (sea mammal),
and trench10, level 3 west (sea mammal).

Eleven specimens identified as moose or likely to be moose were found in six
trenches:

trench 10, levels 4 east and B west
trench 29, level 2
trench 35, level 2
trench 45, level 1
trench 46, level 2
trench 53, level 1

The antler fragment only identifiable to Cervidae also was from trench 10, level 3
west.

The 42 specimens identified as cow or likely to be cow were found in twelve
trenches:

trench 3, level 3
trench10, levels 3 east, 4 west, and “under plank”
trench 11, level 2
trench15, level 2
trench 19, level 2
trench 35 level 2
trench37, level 2
trench 44, sod
trench 45, level 1
trench 48, level 1
trench 50, level 1
trench 53, level 1

Seven bones are likely either moose or cow, but were only identifiable as large land
mammal These came from trenches 5, 10, and 46.
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The one bone from a snowshoe hare was identified from trench 35, level 2. The
broken Sciuridae mandible is from trench 45, level 2; and the broken Rodentia tooth
from trench 10, level 3 west.

Cut and Broken Bones

Only 13 bones from the assemblage were whole with no cut marks. Of the
remainder, 9 had cut marks, but no breaks; 84 were broken, but had no cut marks,
and another 54 exhibited both breaks and cut marks. With the exception of one cut
medium mammal bone, the small to medium land mammal bone and the bird bones
were either whole or broken, but not cut.

Of the 63 specimens with cut marks, 43 were moose, cow, large land mammal or
sea mammal bones that had been cut laterally with a saw. This was most likely
associated with butchering activities. Lateral cuts are oriented from medial to lateral
sides of the bone, or straight across a long bone diaphysis. Longitudinal cuts are
oriented from the proximal to distal ends of a bone. The lateral cuts observed in this
assemblage were across long bones, including a humerus, a tibia, an ulna, a radius,
two metacarpals, a metatarsal; as well as a tarsal, a sacrum, long bone fragments, and
ribs.

Other bones that exhibited saw cuts were vertebrae and pieces of pelves. These
cuts were also likely associated with butchering activities. Vertebrae were cut
irregularly. Some were cut in an anterior to posterior and dorsal to ventral
orientation, others had various lateral and dorsal processes removed. Several saw
cuts on ribs and long bone segments were diagonal in orientation. Because of the
fragmentary nature of some of the bones, the orientation of some saw cuts was not
discernible.

Lateral saw cuts on lower leg bones, such as tibia, ulna and radius, and metapodials,
may have been associated with preparing a carcass for hanging during the ageing
process prior to meat removal. Other saw cuts may have been associated with
processing the carcass into sections suitable for cooking, such as cow ribs sawn for
short ribs. In a few cases, the bones had been sawn and snapped.

Summary

All of the species identified are consistent with domestic animal husbandry or
hunting of wild species during the historic period. The wild species identified would
have been available during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, with the possible
exception of moose. The presence of moose on the Kenai Peninsula during the
prehistoric period is debated. Biological research suggests that moose may have
existed in low densities in late-successional forests on the Kenai Peninsula by the
mid-nineteenth century (Hundertmark et al. 1992:17). Moose populations increased
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rapidly on the Kenai Peninsula after major forest fires in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries.

During the Russian period, cattle were introduced to Kodiak. Although the Rules of
the Russian American Company authorized the village head, or toion, keep a cow to
provide milk if local conditions allowed, cows were not common in villages
(Luehrmann 2008: 90). During the American period, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture established an agricultural experiment station at Kenai, north of
Ninilchik, in 1899. However, many of the Kenai residents were already raising cattle
before that time (U.S. Department of Agriculture 1902: 251).

The majority of the cut marks noted on the bones suggest butchering with a steel
saw. The way in which the bones were cut - particularly through vertebrae and
lower leg bones - is consistent with historic butchery methods. Some of the cattle
mid-rib fragments may be consistent with butchering for short rib (Shulz and Gust
1983:48). However, no other particular cuts of meat are indicated by the
assemblage.
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