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Greater Parental Discretion in the Homer Public Library Page 1 of 5 
https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/relocate-lgbtq-books#comments 
November 15, 2022; 1:00 p.m. 

Greater Parental Discretion in the Homer 
Public Library 

https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/relocate-lgbtq-books#comments 
283 people have signed this petition.  

Madeline Veldstra 
70 Comments Submitted 11/9/2022 
27 Comments Submitted 11/15/2022 

 

 

We, the undersigned residents and parents of Homer and surrounding areas, do 
hereby petition that the Homer Public Library remove all books promoting 
transgender ideology, drag queens, homosexuality, and all other books which are 
intended to indoctrinate children in LGBTQ+ ideologies from the children’s and 
juvenile sections of the library. If the library must have them, we petition that a 
section outside of the children’s area be designated for such books so that parents 
who do not wish for their children to stumble across these confusing ideas may allow 
their children to browse freely. 
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Comment 
 Jennifer Peterson Nov 15, 2022  

*I am in full support of banning these books in the library especially in the children’s section! It 
is outrageous that this is even a controversy. 

 
 Brooke Sanford Nov 15, 2022  

These books should be put in their own section where parents can choose wether or not to expose 
their children to these things.  

 
 Barb Jackson Nov 15, 2022  

I absolutely agree to remove these books. This is not appropriate for a children's section of the 
library. Please remove or make a separate section.  
 

 FTFY Nov 15, 2022  
We, the undersigned residents and parents of Homer and surrounding areas, do hereby petition 
that the Homer Public Library remove all books promoting [ignorance, hate, intolerance] and all 
other books which are intended to indoctrinate children in [bigoted] ideologies from the 
children’s and juvenile sections of the library. If the library must have them, we petition that a 
section outside of the children’s area be designated for such books so that parents who do not 
wish for their children to stumble across these confusing ideas may allow their children to 
browse freely.  
 
Fixed that for you.  
 

 Voldemort Nov 14, 2022  
I agree! But i would like to also add, please also ban all Harry Potter books! He is weak with his 
COMPASSION, and LOVE.  
 
Oh, those books about hobbits can go too. Don't want kids to get the idea they can run around 
barefoot and be friends with wizards.  
 
HATRED MUST PREVAIL!!!  
 
ALL HAIL THE DARK LORD!!!  
 

 God Nov 14, 2022  
Unimpressed is an understatement. I'm offended. What ever happended to "Love one another as i 
have loved you"  
 

 Satan Nov 14, 2022  
God called me and said even he is unimpressed by this petition. Ya'll have some forgiveness to 
ask for.  

 
 Kim Gear Nov 14, 2022  

Absolutely object to these materials being available to children!  
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 Anonymous Nov 14, 2022  
I oppose books promoting LGBTQ to children.  
 

 Anonymous Nov 14, 2022  
These books do not belong in the childrens section of the library. Shame on those librarians for 
doing this.  
 

 Ralph Crane Nov 13, 2022  
Rather telling that the large majority of hateful and bullying comments on this petition are from 
those supporting this grooming of this age group..appears that they want to influence these young 
children to decide what gender they are when they can't even decide yet whether they want a 
peanut butter or grilled cheese sandwich for lunch.  
 
The book they should introduce to this library section and maybe have drag queens read is 
Tammy Bruce's 'The Death of Right and Wrong', which exposed, from the inside, this 
indoctrination agenda clear back in 2004.  
To paraphrase that famous philosophical musical group, Pink Floyd, "Hey, librarians, leave those 
kids alone!" Let them be kids and let parents decide..  
 

 Shellie Worsfold Nov 13, 2022  
To be clear, I support the HPL and its policies to keep the library diverse.  
 
I mistakingly thought I needed to sign the doc before making a comment.  
Please know that if my name appears, it was purely by mistake  
 
These books on the list are not “disgusting” (as I’ve read some comments), they are beautiful 
stories that may show a different perspective than yours, but remember- you don’t HAVE to 
check them out and read them, although I wish you would.  
 
I support HPL!  
 

 Shellie Worsfold Nov 12, 2022  
Keep our library diverse.  
 

 Aaron Ford Nov 12, 2022  
I’m curious how your kids will make an “informed decision” without being informed? Kids will 
be kids, and some kids won’t be hetero-normative. Will you teach them to hate themselves and 
others? Who would Jesus hate? Suggesting that we burn books is a MAJOR red flag folks.  
 

 Literally TheDevil Nov 12, 2022  
Teach your kids to hate, not discuss. Burn books. Judge thy neighbor. Thank you for your help.  
 

 Ezekiel Nov 12, 2022  
Ezekiel 12:7-8 If it’s not white, it’s not right.  
If it’s a bit gay, it sure ain’t OK  

 Anonymous Nov 12, 2022  
Please get these garbage books out of children's reach  
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 Vasilisa Sanarov Nov 12, 2022  
This is not something that should be shoved in children's faces before they're old enough to even 
make informed decisions.  
 

 Mariamia basargin Nov 12, 2022  
So disgusting. These books should be burned  
 

 Polagia Kuzmin Nov 12, 2022  
We should not have to worry what our children read  
 

 lydiya gostevskyh Nov 12, 2022  
This is so sad  
 

 Valentina Basargin Nov 12, 2022  
Get these books out!!  
 

 Ivan F Basargin Nov 12, 2022  
Please keep this garbage away from our grandkids!  
 

 Domnika I martishev Nov 12, 2022  
Take those books out of the library! Let kids be kids!  
 

 Adolf Eichmann Nov 10, 2022  
Ja! Das final solution to der gays. Ich supports this petition to round up all ze gays unt send zem 
to a nice zummer campen met der big group showers.  
 

 Aaron Ford Nov 10, 2022  
Since you asked,  
 
Drag queens are not strippers.  
Gender identity is not salacious or inherently sexual.  
The only people turning gender into a fetish or a conversation about sex acts, are you people.  
The only people grooming or indoctrinating your children are yourselves. Everyone else is just 
trying to exist as they are.  
Get your minds out of the gutter, you bunch of freaks. This petition has been denied by the 
library several times, and it’s about to be denied again.  
 
Stop fetishizing people who want nothing to do with you or your hateful ideology.  
 
Ban the bigots so we can live in peace.  
 

 Lynsey Stow Nov 10, 2022  
This is so sad. Aren’t we all flesh and blood human beings? What happened to ‘love thy 
neighbor’ or whatever the Bible states. You can’t cherry pick what you want to believe. I hope 
your hearts becomes less cold and hard, and you can learn to love and accept everyone for who 
they are, including the children who are questioning their identities, because the world is a 
confusing place but ultimately beautiful when we can proudly be exactly who we are.  
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Signatures 
 Jennifer Peterson United States 
 Jody Fetterhoff United States 
 Brooke Sanford United States 
 Barb Jackson United States 
 Stephanie Carroll United States 
 Buncha Biggots United States 
 FTFY United States 
 Voldemort United States 
 God United States 
 Satan United States 
 Kim Gear United States 
 Dave Syren United States 
 Ticee Graham United States 
 Tina United States 
 Ralph Crane United States 
 Amanda United States 
 Kaycee Edens United States 
 Debi Clark United States 
 Sarah Vance United States 
 Brianna Ricketts United States 
 Zoya kalugin United States 
 Shellie Worsfold United States 
 Literally TheDevil United States 
 Ezekiel United States 
 Lubava Martushoff United States 
 Abby Shealy United States 
 Tatiana Martushev United States 
 Alexandra Kuzmin United States 
 Ksenia reutov United States 
 Varnava basargin United States 
 Raisa I Kalugin United States 
 Neanila United States 
 Ulea United States 
 Vasilisa Sanarov United States 
 Mariamia basargin United States 
 Elena United States 
 Polagia Kuzmin United States 
 Varvara Martishev United States 
 Hionia kalugin United States 
 Haretina reutov United States 
 Alla Basargin United States 
 Hristeena Kuzmin United States 
 lydiya gostevskyh United States 
 Valentina Basargin United States 
 Apolinarya Basargin United States 

 Ivan F Basargin United States 
 Domnika I martishev United States 
 Emily Larson United States 
 Jon Ralph United States 
 Brandi Hesse United States 
 Joy Marchbanks United States 
 Daryl Bryant United States 
 Kasandra stanislaw United States 
 Jaclyn Arndt United States 
 Adolf Eichmann United States
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Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #21

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Thu, 11/10/2022 - 6:14pm
50.216.225.148

First Name Caitlin

Last Name Walls

Email caitlinkwalls@gmail.com

Phone Number 303-919-1180

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
Thank you for the opportunity to share my thoughts; it is a pleasure to comment on Agenda Item 10.C. My name is Caitlin
Walls and I have been a resident of this area for 7 years—I like on East Skyline. I am both a frequent user of the library and
the mother of a four year old—so I have a vested interest in the issue brought before the council today.

I would officially discourage the advisory board, council, and/or library from banning or removing books from any section in
the library, especially LGBTQ+ books. I encourage the board to keep LGBTQ+ books in the children’s and YA section. One
of the most glorious things about the library is that it offers a window into the vast spectrum of humanity—the differences
between us that make each of us unique, from personalities to individual interests to the way we grow up, to sexuality. As a
mother, I want my daughter to be exposed to all kinds of people, places, and worlds. It is my responsibility to facilitate
wonder in her and to guide her socio-emotional and ethical development. Books are a wonderful vehicle to do these things.
They allow me to teach her about different places, people, and circumstances in the world.

The responsibility I have as a mother is a point I would encourage everyone to remember, but especially those concerned
individuals who would seek to ban any material from the library. As a parent or guardian, you have the freedom to control
what your child reads and absorbs when they are young. There is no sense—or rightness—in trying to apply that control to
everyone else in the community. Not everyone thinks the way you do, and trying to implement a homogeneous small-
mindedness makes us poorer as a community. Homer is not a place for small-mindedness, and it is not a place for
needless strictures. These books also exist for those children who are seeking to know that there are others like them in
the world—including people who identify as LGBTQ—so they can see themselves reflected in what they read. We all want
to see ourselves in the world, and it is unethical to remove such wonderful books as Julian Is a Mermaid just because a few
community members find (erroneous) offense.

Therefore, I ask that you do not ban or remove any books from the library. My daughter and I have read many of the books
on the list, and most are a great window to joy, acceptance, and fun. For books I don’t like, whether because they are
poorly written or showcase a viewpoint I don’t admire—guess what?—I can choose not to read them with my daughter
again. It’s as easy as that.

Thank you for your time today.
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Electronic Signature
Caitlin Walls

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50020

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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November 11, 2022 
 
Dear Library Advisory Board, 
 
I am here to testify against any banning of any books or relocating of books in the Homer Public 
Library. PUBLIC is the key word here. It is a public library for use by all the people of the city of 
Homer and the surrounding area.  Its contents should not be dictated by one group of people.   
 
Children books are not written just for pure enjoyment. They are also written to help young 
people understand complicated topics at their level of understanding. The books also build 
understanding of those around them at a young age and hopefully this will develop empathy 
towards others.  
 
Children books cover a variety of topics from divorce, autism, having a new sibling, to the 
variety of families that are in the world today and of course, the topic of concern of this petition 
LGTBQ.  The books are written at a level that can be comprehended by the age of the reader 
they were written for.  Through these books a young reader gains a better understanding of the 
world. 
 
If a family wants to limit the exposure of their child, they can do so by reviewing the books that 
their child has chosen to bring home. In the same way that I would not tell them what books 
their child should be reading, I do not want anyone telling others what their own child should or 
should not be reading. 
 
On a practical note. If the petition was accepted who is going to judge what is a LGBTQ book 
and what is not?  Who is going to decide what is appropriate or not for each child? That needs 
to be left up to the parent or guardian. 
 
All books in the library need to be made available to all patrons.  All children books need to 
remain the in the children’s’ library.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Janet Fink 
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Page 1 of 1

Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 4:53 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: FW: Library Advisory Board Regular Meeting

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Amanda Lehm <amandalehm623@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, November 11, 2022 9:32 PM 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Library Advisory Board Regular Meeting 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 
 
As a member of the Homer community I am submitting a written testimony in full support of the Library 
Director’s decision to keep children’s books in the children’s library. Having a diverse library selection is 
imperative in order to be supportive and inclusive of our diverse community members. If certain books do not 
appeal to you as a parent/caregiver than monitor what your children are reading - this is not the responsibility of 
the library nor should the rest of the library goers suffer the loss of wonderful and enjoyable children’s books.  
Thank you for your time, 
Mandy Lehm 
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Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #23

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Fri, 11/11/2022 - 2:00pm
146.71.68.250

First Name Karen

Last Name Nogle

Email Karenenogle@gmail.com

Phone Number 907-299-0964

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Comments of the Audience - Citizens may comment on any topic.

Written Testimony
I just read the Homer News article regarding placement of books in our library. I agree with all the statements made by
library director, Dave Barry. He has my full support. Books should not be hidden or stigmatized. I’m more concerned about
the confused child that needs to read one of these books. Who can say their life hasn’t been changed, by a book they just
happened across ? Maybe a non reader.
My husband wants to add his voice in agreement: Lloyd “Wendall” Cummings

Electronic Signature
Karen Nogle

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50025

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #22

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Fri, 11/11/2022 - 11:54am
146.71.68.18

First Name Sara

Last Name Reinert

Email saralreinert@gmail.com

Phone Number 9073998736

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Comments of the Audience - Citizens may comment on any topic.

Written Testimony
I am writing today to address the petition requesting segregation of certain books away from the children's section of the
Homer Public Library and their placement in a separate area. I think that would be inappropriate and an action with a
narrowed viewpoint.

There a couple of points I would like to discuss before tackling the notions of segregation and accessibility;

First would be the notion that gender issues are concerned with, or equated with, sexual conduct. Questions about how
one fits into society in general, or how one attempts to find a place for oneself in our world, are questions for every human,
regardless of gender and of every age. And harder with each passing year.
Gender is not a minor issue. Nor is skin color, body type, body size, religious background, place of birth, citizenship,
disability, on and on…
(Particularly offensive is the association, in the petition, of gender identity information with “grooming” by sexual predators.)

Second. The inference (assumptive language in the petition) that availability of information is tantamount to “promotion” or
“indoctrination” is misguided and misleading, and implies the library personnel have a hidden agenda.
Availability, freedom of, and access to information is a hallmark of our first amendment rights, and there is little to hide in
that statement.

The segregation of selected topic books from the children's section is equivalent to suppression of information. Relocating
children's books away from the children's room denies accessibility to those books.
Moving specific books physically out of the way of their intended audience (children) is a form of censorship.
In the petition, the author expresses a desire for children to be able to “browse freely”, and I wholeheartedly agree with that
sentiment! But what is “free” about a segregated library section? All those books need to be accessible to be able to
browse them.
Censorship and and suppression run counter to the main mission of a library—being a public entity for all, where everyone
has equal access and rights.

The prejudices of an individual group should not be allowed to dictate access to books.

I am old enough to remember a censorship attempt in the 1970’s, over John Lennon’s song “Imagine”. He asks the the
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listeners to imagine a world with no religion, which caused quite a kerfuffle in some quarters, and requests are made to ban
the song from the radio. The key word, of course is “Imagine”…a thought, an idea.
Suppression of thoughts, ideas and experiences is what censorship of books aims to do.

Thank you for your time, your service, and for reading through all of this material.

Electronic Signature
Sara L Reinert

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50024

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Page 1 of 1

Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 4:52 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: FW: Childrens Books

 
 
From: Valentina Ivanov <valentinaivanov@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Saturday, November 12, 2022 10:17 AM 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Childrens Books 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

I stand with Maddy Velstra and agree that these books need to be taken out of the childrens section. The 
board is chosing to desensitize these kinds of books for children which causes confusion and steals their 
innocence. These kinds of books are too over sexualized for young children. Its disgusting. I want my 
young boys to be able to browse through book freely without coming across some nonsense where they 
start to question why a dad is dressed like a woman. TAKE THEM OUT!  
Thank you. 
Valentina Basargin  

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 
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Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #25

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Sat, 11/12/2022 - 8:57am
66.91.27.51

First Name Catherine

Last Name Bursch

Email tcbursch@gmail.com

Phone Number 907-235-5111

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
I would like to comment about the appeal to have dozens of books removed from the childrens section og the library and
moved to the adult section because they do not allign with some peoples family values.

First of all, I support and trust our library staff and believe they are running the library as library's in the USA should be run. I
would think most librarys in the USA have a variety of family values represented in their children's sections.

I have traveled to many other countries, some that do not have the freedoms that the USA has. I know what that can look
like, and I am afraid that once we start curtailing our freedoms....where do we stop? Who draws the lines? I am not
comfortable with beginning down that slippery slope and going against our patriotic duty of upholding our constitution.

I would suggest that the underlying problem here is fear. Fear of ones child being influenced by sources outside the family
and thus turning out differently than a family or parent would like.
We can all understand fear as we have all felt it. At times its scary watching our kids grow and step into their own lives .
However, we cannot control the whole world and it is constantly changing.
My belief, and I know it is not shared with everyone, is to be there when children are exposed to new things and discuss
them. THIS is the time to impart family values.

Hoping we can work through this and understand each other better in a kind way.

Electronic Signature
Catherine Bursch

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50029

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #27

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Sat, 11/12/2022 - 10:23am
24.237.134.171

First Name Marylou

Last Name Burton

Email burtons1967@gmail.com

Phone Number 9072996318

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Hearings - Citizens may comment on items scheduled for public hearing when the Presiding Officer opens the
Public Hearing.

Public Hearing Agenda Item: LGBTQ book relocation

Written Testimony
We live in a diverse world that includes people of different races, ethnicities, politics, religions - and yes, sexuality. That
diversity is something to be celebrated, not feared. Moreover, giving children the opportunity to learn about diversity is not
indoctrination, it is education. Children are born with open minds - it is adults that close them. I support the library's
judgment of books to be included in the children's room as well as the other sections of the library.

Electronic Signature
Marylou Burton

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50031

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Page 1 of 1

Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 4:53 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: FW: Library Advisory Board MEeting

 
 
From: rchia@horizonsatellite.com <rchia@horizonsatellite.com>  
Sent: Saturday, November 12, 2022 6:02 AM 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Library Advisory Board MEeting 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Library Advisory Board, 
            As a teacher of creative writing for the past twenty-five years, I find the petition to eliminate 
books featuring LGBTQ+ characters from the children's library frankly absurd. The argument that these 
books promote an ideology assumes that stories advocate the way of life of the fictitious characters 
within them.  
            Following this logic, westerns must intend for readers to strap on six guns and ride off into the 
sunset, detective novels apparently are recruitment tools for law enforcement, and books about ballet 
dancers, firefighters, or astronauts are similarly designed to sway readers to embrace the lifestyles of 
those characters—each of which could presumably offend certain members of the community who 
might dislike the idea of their children becoming cowboys, police officers, and so forth. 
             Fictions are depictions of other people’s lives, not advertisements for them. Stories offer us an 
awareness of others, promoting the development of empathy toward people who may be different 
than each of us. Before we can learn to respect others, we have to discover that they exist. That’s one 
of the many good things a diverse and eclectic collection of library books does for a community. Please 
do not let that be undermined by a minority of library users, to the great loss of all others. 
            I applaud Homer Library Director David Barry’s decision to resist this well-intended but 
misguided petition, and I hope the Library Advisory Board will support him on this matter.  
  
Richard Chiappone 
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 4:52 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: FW: Library Advisory Board's Decision on Restrictive Access to LGBTQ Books

 
 
From: Nina Faust <aknina51@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Saturday, November 12, 2022 11:12 AM 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Library Advisory Board's Decision on Restrictive Access to LGBTQ Books 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Please send this to the Library Advisory Board members.  Thanks! 
Nina 
 

 

P.O. Box 2994 
Homer AK 99603 
 
November 10, 2022 
 
Homer Library Advisory Board 
Homer AK 99603 
 
 
Dear Library Advisory Board Members: 
 
As a retired English teacher, citizen, avid reader, and library supporter, I am opposed to the censorship of books in our 
public library, and that includes restricting access. Our library’s mission statement exemplifies how a public library in a 
free society should serve its community: 
 
The Homer Public Library serves the diverse needs of our community members by providing access to information, 
promoting literacy, and facilitating lifelong learning. We foster education, personal well-being, cultural creativity, 
community engagement, and economic development. Our resources are offered without charge to people of all ages 
and abilities within our service area. 
 
I want our library to be inclusive, supportive, informative, and accessible. The library is a resource for all users, young 
and old. The approach the library has taken for creating programs, acquiring educational materials, and its mission have 
made the library a well-respected, welcoming, and valued local institution. 
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As to the decision by the Homer Library Board on not restricting access to books on a long list presented to the Library 
Board recently, the Library Advisory Board made the right decision to allow free access to these resources for 
everyone.   
 
Considering the statistics on suicide; the bullying, harassment, and non-acceptance; and the difficulty in understanding 
why they are different;  access to information is vital to young people who face gender identity issues.  Just knowing 
there are others facing the same difficulties can be a big relief. Many books that have a character who is LGBTQ center 
around common difficulties that most young people face in growing up. Reading about how others deal with problems 
in their lives can be very helpful.  It can also be enlightening to those who bully people who are different. 
 
I think it is important to maintain access to information across all categories of our library resources.  I support the 
Library Advisory Board’s decision, the constitutional one, that maintains access to information for all. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Nina Faust  

103



Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #28

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Sat, 11/12/2022 - 12:17pm
104.254.229.89

First Name Sharon

Last Name Gorman

Email sharonmtgorman@gmail.com

Phone Number

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
Dear Library Board,
A family is many things with many different values for all of us but their are a lot of values we all share. Some are respect,
acceptance, kindness, responsibility, love, caring, structure, safety, fun, and sense of belonging. Accepting, respecting,
enjoying and celebrating seems essential for all people to flourish.
Please keep the library children books in your collection that explore and celebrate all differences.
warmly, Sharon Gorman and Joe Spaeder

Electronic Signature
Sharon Gorman

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50033

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #26

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Sat, 11/12/2022 - 9:22am
63.140.103.226

First Name Therese

Last Name Lewandowski

Email thereselew@gmail.com

Phone Number 9074357222

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
Hello,
I write regarding the item under New Business on your Nov 15 agenda: Decision regarding children and young adult
materials. I am adamantly opposed to censuring out books in the children/young adults section of the library that are
related to LGBTQ people/families/parents/lives. The petitioners desire to have such a censorship believe such materials
will influence a gay lifestyle on children/young adults. I have no such concern, most people probably do not either. Of grave
concern to me are materials related to hunting, guns, war games and violent topics in this section of the library that I
believe have the possibility to influence children and young adults to grow up to know violence and war as the norm and
acceptable. How much better the future for our young people would be without accepting war and violence as normal. The
bottom line, however, is this is a Public Library, not a religious institution. The petitioners for censoring any material are
gravely wrong. I put full confidence in you, the Library Advisory Board and the Library director to make proper decisions on
its holdings. Also- if parents do not want their children to be subjected to any topic they deem influentially harmful, it is their
responsibility to oversee what they read and view. That includes all the devices kids use to play war games on.
Respectfully, Therese Lewandowski

Electronic Signature
Therese Lewandowski

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50030

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 4:53 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: FW: library collection policy

 
 
From: Nancy Lord <njlord250@gmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, November 12, 2022 4:17 AM 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: library collection policy 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Please add this message to the packet for the Nov. 15 LAB meeting. 
 
I have reviewed our library's Collection Development Policy and fully support the library director's 
decision, based on that policy, to maintain a balanced and diverse books and materials collection in the 
library, including in the children's room. Clearly, there are community members who would like to 
impose their personal religious views on others, but that is not appropriate for the city as a whole and all 
who live here. Can we not favor kindness and appreciation for all who share our world instead of 
fostering ignorance, divisiveness, and hate? To those people who want to remove books they find 
objectionable--use the opportunity to talk with your children, not to put blinders on them. I trust that the 
LAB will support the director and allow our library professionals, who are truly professional as well as 
sensitive to community needs and desires, to do their jobs. 
 
Nancy Lord 
city resident 
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Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #24

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Sat, 11/12/2022 - 8:46am
65.74.107.92

First Name Rudy

Last Name Multz

Email rudyrocks@gmail.com

Phone Number 9072998210

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Comments of the Audience - Citizens may comment on any topic.

Written Testimony
Item 10C: Freedom means having choices. Public institutions such as the library allow citizens to choose to educate or
entertain themselves freely without censorship of those voices or their choices within the limits of what is legally allowed.
Banning books is censoring choice and that is definitely not freedom. A dangerous precedent is set when we start limiting
choices. If parents are concerned about content of children’s books then they need to monitor and guide their children until
they turn 18 and can be legally responsible for themselves. Please do not censor and limit choices that constitute the
freedoms we have in this nation. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Electronic Signature
Rudy Multz

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50027

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 4:52 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: FW: Children's books

 
 
From: Gurgi89 <jcptodd@gmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, November 12, 2022 1:55 PM 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Children's books 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

To: Library Advisor Board 
Topic:  LGBTQ+ Books in the Children’s Library 
Date:  12 November, 2022 
From: Janice C.P. Todd 
  
I write as a parent and grandparent and a past Homer LAB member and president. I’ve 
taken college courses on Children’s Lit and Fairy Tales. Both of my daughters are pediatric 
nurses and I have lived in the Homer area over 40 years. 
  
Children books with LGBTQ+ themes should remain in the children’s library. The fear of 
these books reminds me of Sleeping Beauty, a fairy tall we all know and love. The King and 
Queen were proud, thrilled to be new parents. They want the very best for their child. She’s 
a princess after all. Then the angry fairy curses their tiny princess. Fortunately, a good fairy 
steps in and though she can’t erase the curse, she sideswipes it.  
The horrified parents try to erase the curse. They’re powerful. Every spindle and every 
spinning wheel in the country is burned. But the precautions failed… 
What if instead, the princess had learned to spin? What if she had learned about the curse? 
Would she have be able to overcome the curse? Isn’t that was growing up means? 
  
The books on the list are well written. They represent people in our very community.  They 
are respectful and encourage inclusion, compassion, diversity and freedom to make our 
own choices so long as others are not hurt. Isn’t this what our country is about? These 
books allow us to explore questions our children may have about ideas we may be 
unfamiliar or uncomfortable with. Questions our children want to or do ask. These books 
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say, “We’re not all the same. That’s natural and that’s Ok. We can still accept each other 
and be friends.” 
  
Children will question what it means to be a boy or a girl. Why can girls wear jeans, but 
boys can’t wear a dress? Should boys cry? Should girls be strong and independent?  
  
Children hesitate or struggle to ask questions if their parents are loath to discuss topics 
outside their beliefs. If a child ‘stumbles across’ one of these books, it opens a door for 
parent and child to explore and learn together. These books share the other side of the 
coin. The one the parent may not want to look at. 
  
These book expose children to a multifaceted world of ideas and conflicts. Removing them 
closes the door on a reality that some children will find they are a part of. Banning them 
doesn’t stop the ideas and questions. It doesn’t stop life from happening. Don’t burn the 
spindle.   
  
Sincerely,  
Janice Todd 
jcptodd@gmail.com 
907 235 7049 
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Home > Submit Written Testimony to City Council > Webform results > Submission #69

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony to City Council [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Sat, 11/12/2022 - 3:20pm
146.71.68.108

First Name Shellie

Last Name Worsfold

Email shelliew@gci.net

Phone Number

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which City Council Meeting do you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Comments of the Audience - Citizens may comment on any topic.

Written Testimony

To be clear, I support the HPL and its policies to keep the library diverse.

I mistakingly thought I needed to sign the iPetition doc before making a comment.
Please know that if my name appears in support of removing books, it was purely by mistake.

These books on the list are not “disgusting” (as I’ve read some comments), they are beautiful stories that may show a
different perspective than yours, but remember- you don’t HAVE to check them out and read them, although I wish you
would.

I support HPL

Electronic Signature
Shellie Worsfold

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60081/submission/50038

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-city-council
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 4:51 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: FW: LAB Regular Meeting 10.C - LAB 22-006

 
 
From: Laura Zeiset <aklaura@gmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, November 12, 2022 6:18 PM 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: LAB Regular Meeting 10.C - LAB 22-006 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

To the Library Advisory Board, 
 
I am a resident of Homer and a user of the Homer Public Library. 
 
I know families that agree and I know families that disagree with LGBQ books being in the children’s 
section of the library. I have two suggestions that could be a compromise for both groups.  I love how 
the picture books are stored in color coded bins by book type, rhyming, families, Alaska, holidays, and 
more.  A new themed bin could be made to house the LGBQ picture books.  The books with LGBQ 
characters would be easier to find for those looking for that type of book and it will also help those 
families not wanting to read them to know what bin to stay away from. My second idea is if a dedicated 
bin would not work, a simple rainbow sticker on the spine of books with LGBQ characters would set the 
books apart and easily distinguishable. 
 
As a mom with four kids who read a lot, I know I would be very happy to be able to easily distinguish 
the books with LGBQ characters and those without.  
 
Thank you for the consideration. 
 
Laura Zeiset 
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 4:51 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: FW: Library LAB22-006

 
 
From: mark zeiset <markz423@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Saturday, November 12, 2022 7:33 PM 
To: Circ Admin <CircAdmin@ci.homer.ak.us>; Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Library LAB22-006 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Hi, 
My name is Mark Zeiset and I am a city of Homer resident.  
As a father of 4 I am very concerned about any sexual books, transgender, LGBQ, heterosexual  or any others in the kids 
section.  I think the books should be removed. I am aware that this is a big argument across our nation. As a compromise at 
least move these books out of the kids area. 
Thank you for considering my comments on Library LAB22-006. 
 
 Mark 
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Sun, 11/13/2022 - 9:38pm
162.142.119.13

First Name Sarah

Last Name Allan

Email sarahallan00@gmail.com

Phone Number

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
I am a Homer resident, the parent of two young children (4 and 6), and a frequent library user. I appreciate the diversity of
offerings at the Homer Public Library and fully support the continued inclusion of a wide range of books for children and
young adults in the children’s section of the library, including books that address diversity and LGBTQIA+ identities,
families, and individuals. The books that have been identified for removal or relocation are age appropriate, important
contributions that should be available to families without barriers or stigma.

As a parent, I am empowered to choose what books and other materials my children spend time with and to share
literature and culture in the context of our family values. While I may not find that everything in the library aligns with my
family’s values, I appreciate that all perspectives are represented and I do not believe it is protective of my children or our
community to censor books. Please maintain children’s books, including those identified for removal or relocation in the
current appeal, in the children’s section of the library, along with the full range of literary offerings for families.

The Library’s Collection Development Policy is robust, politically neutral, and responsive to the diverse needs and interests
of our community. I strongly support this Policy, the Library Bill of Rights, and the broader understanding that censorship is
contrary to preservation of freedom and democracy. I thank the Library for their continued commitment to providing
opportunities for everyone in our community to expand their knowledge and understanding of the world we live in.

Electronic Signature
Sarah Allan

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50049

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Sun, 11/13/2022 - 10:06pm
146.71.64.153

First Name Thorey

Last Name Munro

Email thorey.rk@gmail.com

Phone Number 9072996131

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
I am a resident of Kachemak City, a new mother, and a born-and-raised Homer community member and I fully support the
current Library policy regarding inclusion of diverse books and viewpoints in our community library. Those who are
requesting certain books be banned are fostering fear and meanness towards actual members of our community and
contribute to a damaging atmosphere for young people to grow up in. Several of my loved ones in this town are gay or
gender fluid and everyone I know has an aspect of their being that does not easily fit into traditional categories. Books-
especially children’s books- are important for teaching that difference is okay and wonderful, and the library’s current policy
adequately supports this. Please deny this petition that seems to have more to do with an abstract political agenda than it
does with actual people that we know, love, work and coexist with in this town.

Electronic Signature
Thorey Munro

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50050

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings

114



Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #31

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Sun, 11/13/2022 - 3:01pm
104.254.226.143

First Name Susie

Last Name Amundson

Email susie.amundson@gmail.com

Phone Number 5099981009

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Special Meeting (if scheduled)

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
It seems like each parent in our community wants to be the best parent they can be: nurturing, protective, and wise for their
little ones. It's a hard job. Although I fully support parents operating in their own sphere of influence for their children (e.g.,
what foods to eat, what books to read, what video games to play), it's truly ill-advised for them to make decisions for other
parents.
That is why I believe the children's books (even those that might have confusing topics such as LGBTQIA+2s, childhood
friendships, and even Christianity) need to remain in the children's section of the Homer Public Library.

It's OK if a parent doesn't want their child to interact or check-out a specific book, that's the parent's choice. However, I
believe one of the greatest gifts to children is using our wisdom as adults and parents.
And with that wisdom, may each of us help children make sense of a world where the landscape is not black or white. But
where we help children make sense that there is space and belonging for every human being in this world.

Please allow the children’s book to remain in the children’s section of the public library.

Electronic Signature
Susie Amundson

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50048

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Sun, 11/13/2022 - 11:00pm
104.254.230.165

First Name KD

Last Name Dixon

Email kdd@fromktoj.com

Phone Number 907 235-6697

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Comments of the Audience - Citizens may comment on any topic.

Written Testimony
Topic: Appeal of Library Director's Decision Regarding Children and Young Adult Materials:
After reading the library director’s statement, I wanted to write in support of their thoughtful choice to keep the challenged
titles in their original spots on the shelves. Thank you for this gift of access to our community.

Electronic Signature
KD Dixon

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50051

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Sun, 11/13/2022 - 12:00am
146.70.100.30

First Name Vivian

Last Name Finlay

Email vivianfinlay@gmail.com

Phone Number 907-435-7030

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
I am opposed to the petition that is trying to remove library books from general circulation. The word "indoctrinate" is used
in that petition. I object to the notion that books are written to "indoctrinate" anyone. We all have choices as to which books
we read, and parents can make those choices for their children. We must not cross the line of censoring books otherwise
we start on the slippery slope of individuals, according to their personal beliefs, deciding what is best for everyone. We
each have our beliefs and values, and all those need to be respected. Removing books (putting them in special sections)
means that some people decide what is appropriate for everyone and what is not. We need to be able to make our own
decisions as parents/grandparents as to what is appropriate for our children/grandchildren. .

Electronic Signature
Vivian Finlay

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50044

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 4:50 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: FW: Public Comment - Library Advisory Board Regular Meeting

 
 
From: Karianna Ford <kariannaford@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, November 13, 2022 2:39 PM 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Public Comment - Library Advisory Board Regular Meeting 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Hear this and hear it well,  
 
The racially marginalized, queer and disabled of all ages deserve to have their lived experiences 
represented in books at their local library.  This abhorrent petition for the erasure of queer 
representation shows a complete lack of intimate awareness and highlights the cultural incompetence of 
our neighbors in dealing with racism, gender and sexuality. Specifically, how we as a community treat 
people of different gender identities. 
 
“Social force has maintained gender norms for centuries via reference groups and implicit information. 
That has a lot to do with access to cultural frameworks that either aided or forced you to have reference 
groups tied to your reality” to quote Ashtin Berry, educator. 
 
When your reference group is a white, hetero-normative, cisgendered, sexist, evangelical community 
who demonizes others you’re destined to be upset by anything that contradicts this reality, especially 
your children.  
 
Berry goes on to say “They are not upset that we are taking up space in fictional stories. They are upset 
that we’re taking it up in real life. Writing entirely white, [hetero-normative, cisgendered] worlds in 
fantasy is a form of storytelling/visual eugenics. A made up world and everyone is white [and 
heterosexual]. These folks are imagining a world where no one else exists. THAT is their eugenics 
fantasy.“ 
 
All parents should be free to direct the upbringing of their own children; furthermore, LGBTQIA+ 
children shouldn’t be adultified and forced to find books in the adult section. Prohibiting these titles 
altogether violates the rights of other parents and the rights of children. In doing so, you’re removing the 
possibility for LGBTQIA+ children to hold meaningful conversation and relationships with their 
families while laying the groundwork for increased bullying, disrespect, and violence. 
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The profound misunderstandings about the LGBTQIA+ community stated in this petition serve as a 
textbook example of the type of adults that children raised in hyper-controlled environments can grow 
up to become. To be clear, a person’s gender identity and expression are not the same as their sexuality; 
gender identity isn’t a choice or a “sin”; LGBTQIA+ folks are not a monolith; and queer and trans folks 
aren’t inherently sexual. Sexualizing and fetishizing the LGBTQIA+ community, making fun of the 
acronym LGBTQIA+, misgendering, and speaking as a white cis-het person on behalf of an entire 
marginalized community you don’t share a lived experience with is unacceptable. 
 
This petition states that it’s most concerned about sexually suggestive storylines but, unsurprisingly, 
most of these books contain no sexually explicit content whatsoever. That includes a book about a 
barnyard rooster, families, babies, and a Black child being proud of and celebrating their Black culture 
(“Black is a Rainbow Color”). Which shows that this petition is also anti-black in addition to being anti-
queer. Please see this petition for what it actually is: trash. 
 
Finally, and most importantly, don’t forget to check in on your LGBTQIA+ friends and family while the 
town is reeling. Events like these are extremely isolating and triggering. While our neighbors show their 
true characters, LGBTQIA+ folks are the ones who are impacted most. 

You can find more resources for LGBTQIA+ youth locally at The REC Room and online at The Human 
Rights Campaign Foundation at https://www.hrc.org/.  For mental health support, call the Trevor 
Project’s 24/7 support line at 866-488-7386. You can also reach a trained crisis counselor through 
the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline by calling or texting 988 or by texting “HOME” to 741741. 
 
Thank you. 
 
- Karianna, Anchor Point, Alaska. 

119



Page 1 of 1

Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 4:50 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: FW: Written testimony: Appeal of Library Director's Decision

 

 

From: lyn maslow <davelyn@gci.net>  
Sent: Sunday, November 13, 2022 11:18 AM 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Written testimony: Appeal of Library Director's Decision 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking 
links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Advisory Board Member, 

We are longtime residents of Homer who avidly support and use the library frequently. Growing up here, our 
children were able to take advantage of HPL’s rich programming, diverse book selections, and friendly staff who 
were able to steer our boys toward books that were enriching, interesting and appropriate. As parents we 
appreciate the staff’s ability to add highly regarded books to the children’s collection that reflect the entire 
community of Homer and connect youth with peers whose experiences are different. As a parent, I always felt 
that it was my responsibility to discuss book choices with my children. 

The library’s role is not to promote any one individual or group’s personal beliefs.  However, it is their role to 
provide access to information and literature for everyone. The library’s policy clearly states that “individual or 
group prejudice about a particular item or type of material in the collection may not preclude its use by others.” 

We support Library Director Dave Berry’s decision not to remove the materials in question from the children’s 
room. He is following library policy, and we request that the LAB also uphold current policy. 

Lyn Maslow and David Lewis, Homer residents 
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Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #30

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Sun, 11/13/2022 - 2:58pm
216.67.3.11

First Name Cynthia

Last Name Morelli

Email cmorelliclay@gmail.com

Phone Number 9072352846

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Hearings - Citizens may comment on items scheduled for public hearing when the Presiding Officer opens the
Public Hearing.

Public Hearing Agenda Item: Appeal to move books

Written Testimony
It is my understanding that the Homer Public Library's policy clearly states that parents are encouraged to facilitate their
children's reading and it is not the library's responsibility nor job to censor anyone's reading choices. Please continue to
uphold the Library Director's decision to leave children's books in the children's library, in accordance with the city's
collection and development policy. Free access to information creates opportunities for discussion about differences among
us.

Electronic Signature
Cynthia Morelli

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50047

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #40

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 11/14/2022 - 11:40am
65.74.105.50

First Name Louise

Last Name Ashmun

Email leashmun@gmail.com

Phone Number 907 299 6360

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
I strongly reject the appeal by members of the community who want 40+ books moved from the children's library into the
adult library because they don't align with their family values. This action would clearly be censorship that is not allowed by
the current Collection Development Policy. I want those materials to be available to my grandchildren and others. I
encourage the community members seeking this action to simply steer their children away from materials they find
objectionable.

Electronic Signature
Louise Ashmun

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50057

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony to City Council > Webform results > Submission #70

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony to City Council [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 11/14/2022 - 8:50pm
73.169.36.144

First Name Mandy

Last Name Bernard

Email mandybernard@gmail.com

Phone Number 907-299-5635

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which City Council Meeting do you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments Upon Matters Already on the Agenda - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled
for public hearing such as Consent Agenda items, Memorandums, Pending Business, New Business, Resolutions, and
Ordinances to be introduced.

Written Testimony
I am writing in support of the Library’s existing catalogue of children’s books, and reject the petition filed October 25th to
relocate several titles to the adult section. The library should continue to be a haven of enrichment and information
accessible to anyone, regardless of their age or their parents’ bigotry.

Electronic Signature
Mandy Bernard

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60081/submission/50067

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-city-council
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Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #35

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 11/14/2022 - 9:14am
71.80.156.131

First Name Lolita

Last Name Brache

Email lolitagrace@gmail.com

Phone Number 9072990694

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Hearings - Citizens may comment on items scheduled for public hearing when the Presiding Officer opens the
Public Hearing.

Public Hearing Agenda Item: Library Advisory Board

Written Testimony
I support the Library Board in following their stated policies and procedures: to keep all books relating to LGTBQ+ , trans
experience and sex education themes in place whether in the children's or young adult sections. I believe it is important for
families to have access to these items. Those who do not want their children to read them have the right to manage their
children's access. Knowledge/examples of these aspects of life is all around us in our community and on media. The
children will be exposed, regardless. As a lesbian raising two daughters in Homer, I found the community to be generally
very supportive and unbiased. Unfortunately my daughters did have to bear some bullying in school. I can only think that
the childen who would be mean and rude came from families where there was no or only limited discussion of what it
means to be gay or lesbian. That perhaps fear was instilled due to lack of information and understanding. Books about
these issues help us all bridge gaps of ignorance, fear and misunderstanding. I hope we can all listen to one another with
compassion as we help our community become ever more diverse, safe, and open hearted.

Electronic Signature
Lolita Brache

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50052

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #41

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 11/14/2022 - 1:39pm
65.74.105.231

First Name Sky

Last Name Cady

Email skyforchrist@aim.com

Phone Number 907299-1483

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
Regarding LGBTQ+ childrens books: The Homer library functions as a resource for our community to learn and grow.
While it can be useful to expose citizens to different viewpoints and worldviews (one of which is someone's understanding
of sexual identity) - this does not necessarily apply to making young children aware of sensitve topics. This topic is one that
many parents view as controversial, if not detrimental to the health of personal sexual identity. It's the parents responsibility
to expose their children to these things and at the proper time - and should not have to worry about explaining sexual
bondage to their 7 year old. If this is indeed within the book - should we also be asking what other types of bondage(as if it
could ever be good) is paraded as good within childrens books? While some things may be explored in a private bedroom
and discussed among like minded peers, this type of content should be kept away from normal circulation while still being
made available to anyone who wants to teach their children using this content. By exposing children to the sexual practices
as represented in these types of books we risk encouraging our children to have sexual expression outside of the proper
age. We risk disenfranchising those who love and use the public library because they view this expression of sexuality as
evil and don't want their kids thinking it's good. We now open the door for other controversial minority sexual practices to
be explored and normalized through a children's medium (book or otherwise) such as the objectification of women,
beastiality or polygamy. While these topics have a place in the public discourse, that place is not on the low shelf in the
children's section.

Electronic Signature
Sky Cady

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50060

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #36

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 11/14/2022 - 9:43am
146.71.68.66

First Name Melody

Last Name Chesley

Email melodychesley@gmail.com

Phone Number 9072996406

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Comments of the Audience - Citizens may comment on any topic.

Written Testimony
I urge you to uphold the current City's Collection Development policy and support the Director's decision to leave all
children's books in the children's library. I fully support the current Library policy that reading choices and access by
children should rest with parents or legal guardians. I also fully believe that LGBTQ+ books for children need to remain in
the library and that these books represent our community in a safe and meaningful way.

Electronic Signature
Melody s chesley

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50053

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings

126



Page 1 of 2

Rachel Tussey

From: David Berry
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 3:22 PM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: FW: Removal of books

 
 
From: Adam Christensen <ccvadam@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 3:14 PM 
To: David Berry <dberry@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Re: Removal of books 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Please do! I will plan on attending via zoom! 
 
Thank you again! 
 
Adam 
 
On Mon, Nov 14, 2022, 3:01 PM David Berry <dberry@ci.homer.ak.us> wrote: 

Thank you! Would you mind if I forward your comment to the City Clerks, for inclusion in the LAB packet 
tomorrow? 

  

Cheers! 

Dave Berry 

Director, Homer Public Library 
907-435-3151 (office) 

907-299-5490 (cell) 
dberry@ci.homer.ak.us 

  

Notice:  Emails to and from this address are subject to disclosure under the Alaska public records law. 
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From: Adam Christensen <ccvadam@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 2:05 PM 
To: David Berry <dberry@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Removal of books 

  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

David, 

  

I am writing in regard to an article I just read about LGBTQ+ books in the Homer Library. I want to thank you for 
denying the request previously made by Melissa Martin, and to encourage you to stand your ground again 
tomorrow. I very much agree with your statement that it is better to “add rather than subtract” 

  

Please do not allow ANY books to be moved, removed, or censored - Especially ones that are so important to 
the under-represented. The library should be an inclusive place to ALL  -  if these (and potentially other) books 
are removed, we are only doing further damage to our friends that historically don’t feel safe, or welcomed. 

  

“When you tear out a man’s tongue, you are not proving him a liar, you’re only telling the world that you fear 
what he might say.” - GRRM 

  

Thank you again for having the upstanding character it takes to deny the hateful and fearful request to remove 
books. Please stand your ground again tomorrow. 

  

Adam Christensen 

Ninilchik 

907-953-7335 
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 4:50 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: FW: Library Advisory Board Meeting Agenda Item 10.C (11/15/22)

 
 
From: Deborah Cox <debdcox@mac.com>  
Sent: Sunday, November 13, 2022 3:06 PM 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Library Advisory Board Meeting Agenda Item 10.C (11/15/22) 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Members of the Homer Public Library Advisory Board, 
 
I am writing in support of Library Director Dave Berry’s decision regarding Children and Young Adult 
Materials (Item 10.C. on LAB Meeting Agenda 11/15/22).  I request that all books on the list for 
reconsideration be left in the children’s section.  (In fact, moving them would draw further attention to 
the books, as well as draw children into the adult section of the library).   
 
I have read the arguments in favor of the petition, as well as those in favor of leaving the books where 
they are in the children’s section of the library.  In order to avoid repeating what so many in support of 
Mr. Berry’s decision so eloquently stated, I will just add a few comments here. 
 
I find it ironic that Mrs. Veldstra, a children’s book author herself, would head up such a petition to 
censor books in our children’s section of the library.   According to the Barnes and Noble overview of 
Mrs. Veldstra’s book “A Christmas Parade”, “The world always stops for Christmas” (in fact, it does 
not).  When Michael Armstrong interviewed her for a lovely article in the Homer News, he describes the 
story, where the girl “puts on a new costume, and leads parade watchers in Christmas songs”.  This book 
is very similar to Julian Is a Mermaid (Love, Jessica), in that both books have a child dressing up and 
participating in a parade.  
 
The petition to remove books from the children’s section of the library states that the books in question 
are “promoting transgender ideology, and…intend to indoctrinate children into LGBTQ+ 
ideologies”.  Taking LGBTQ+ books out of the library would be like taking books dealing with 
Christmas out of the library.  What if I do not believe in Christmas, nor celebrate it, and do not want my 
children indoctrinated to its ideologies? (All hypothetical here).  Should I request that all books on 
Christmas be removed, or put in the adult section?  
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As a certified Librarian, I am familiar with the role of libraries, and librarians.  I believe in the First 
Amendment, Intellectual Freedom and the Library Bill of Rights.  If you visit our incredible public 
library, and find a book that you do not want to read:  put it back on the shelf.  Choose another book.   
 
If you want to “police" the books that your child reads, feel free to do so.  There are many ways for you 
to do this.   
 
If you were to walk the halls of Homer High School, where I am currently the librarian, you will see an 
incredible array of people, with a wide range of beliefs, interests, and gender fluidity.  All of us do not 
need to agree on our beliefs, but we must agree to disagree respectfully.  The people that signed the 
petition, in no way, need to read books that they are uncomfortable with.  They can choose not to read 
them.  They can choose to censor these books from their children.  But they can NOT censor them from 
anyone else. 
 
I firmly believe that the reconsidered books should remain where they are in the library, in the children’s 
section.   
 
I want to thank Library Director Dave Berry, and acknowledge his expertise.  I also thank all members 
of the Homer Public Library Advisory Board for upholding the clear and professional library policies 
that are currently in place. 
 
Sincerely, 
Deb (Cox) Curtis 
Homer High School Librarian 
 
Sources: 
Armstrong, Michael (December 8, 2021).  https://www.homernews.com/life/a-christmas-parade-is-
local-authors-first-book/ 
 
Barnes and Noble.  https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/a-christmas-parade-madeline-a-
hawthorne/1140549722 
 
Love, Jessica.  Julian Is a Mermaid:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHsixlARQPM 
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 8:56 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: Fwd: Library Advisory Board meeting re: LGBTQ books

 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Tara Findlay <ramblinarat@gmail.com> 
Date: November 14, 2022 at 7:55:04 PM PST 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Library Advisory Board meeting re: LGBTQ books 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when 
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

To Whom it may concern: 
As I am well aware that our poor city clerk is being inundated with public commentary 
on the subject, I will attempt to be as concise as possible, though I’m not sure my rage 
will allow it.  
The mere suggestion of this ban by Ms Veldstra and others is not only a dangerous and 
deeply personal affront to me and some of my most beloved family and friends, but an 
assault on free speech, representation, education, diversity, and so much more.  
I am perhaps overly confident that Homer Public Library and it’s supporters will prevail 
and this petition will be shut down, but given the political climate I am weary that 
Veldstra and cohorts will portray themselves as victims of a “woke movement” and 
continue to attack and censor school curriculums, teachers, and others in interest of 
insulating children and preserving their myopic worldview. We must stay vigilant and 
stand strong against these frightened and misled bigots and defend our children and their 
access to free education that represents the broad spectrum- rainbow, if you will- of 
perspectives and lived experiences in our community, country, and world at large.  
 
“The future is caramel and queer, baby.” 
                           -ilana glazer  
 
With respect, 
Tara Findlay 
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Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #42

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 11/14/2022 - 1:57pm
74.123.241.8

First Name Jill

Last Name Gann

Email gann.jill@gmail.com

Phone Number 907-513-9348

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
As a librarian on the Kenai Peninsula and a supporter of libraries. I support the librarians decision to keep these books on
the shelves. Parents have the right to choose what their children can read and access but not what others can access and
read. The librarian chooses the books that meets the wide varied needs of the community and thus has a great
responsibility to provide materials that meet those needs.
We must not censor these books every persons has the freedom to read.
Please support your library by keeping these books in the regular collection so all have access to them.
Thank you

Electronic Signature
Jill Gann

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50061

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 4:50 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: FW: Public testimony about library issue

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Maggie Goedeke <maggie_kay89@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Sunday, November 13, 2022 7:24 PM 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Public testimony about library issue 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 
 
The plight to have children's books that don’t match the hetero-gender-roles formula removed from the 
children’s library in Homer AK is a homophobic and transphobic act. Please help us support access to knowledge, 
representation and freedom. Limiting access to diversity breeds racism, homophobia, transphobia, hate, 
intolerance and violence as children grow into closed minded adults who are afraid of people who are different 
than their upbringing. The human condition is a spectrum of skin color, gender and sexuality which can be seen 
throughout history despite suppression, erasure and violence against them. Please help protect acceptance and 
diversity as we are all humans who exist. Thank you, Maggie G 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #37

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 11/14/2022 - 10:27am
76.121.39.81

First Name Cheryl

Last Name Green

Email GREENCL45@hotmail.com

Phone Number

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Special Meeting (if scheduled)

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Thu, 12/01

What type of comments will you be giving?
Comments of the Audience - Citizens may comment on any topic.

Written Testimony
I use the Homer Public Library twice a month and I stand with their current policy to keep all books exactly where they are
and available for review, reading and checking out. Do not change anything! Thank you for hearing my statement.

Electronic Signature
Cheryl Green

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50054

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 8:57 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: Fwd: Testimony Regarding Children & YA Materials

 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Kayci Hanson <kaycihanson@gmail.com> 
Date: November 14, 2022 at 5:40:14 PM PST 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Testimony Regarding Children & YA Materials 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when 
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Hello, 
 
I would like to provide testimony regarding the proposal to remove literature raising 
awareness of LGBTQ+ ideology from the children's section of the Homer Public 
Library.  
 
I believe it is our responsibility to ensure that access to education is not handpicked, but 
instead reflects realities from all walks of life. Failure to engage in dialogue and 
viewpoints from those who are traditionally underrepresented is a reflection of fear-
driven biases. Regardless of whether we elect to encourage our own children to see 
the world through all minority lenses or not, it is NOT the responsibility of the 
library to manage these parental decisions. All children should have equal opportunity 
for education in a public library environment, and it should not be up to the individual 
guardian to determine what minority subjects other children in the community have 
exposure to. 
 
I implore you to retain your selection of LGBTQ+ literature in the children's section of 
the Homer Public Library. I appreciate your wonderful facility, and thank you for all your 
hard work in maintaining a safe, inclusive, and equal-opportunity public space.  
 
All the best, 
  
Kayci Hanson 
Ninilchik 
(907)953-6908 
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 8:57 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: Fwd: Library Advisory Board Regular Meeting - 10C- Appeal of library director's 

decision

 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: karen jensen <kljensen64@gmail.com> 
Date: November 14, 2022 at 6:01:50 PM PST 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Library Advisory Board Regular Meeting - 10C- Appeal of library 
director's decision 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when 
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Homer Library Advisory Board: 
 
Imagine for a moment if the letter of testimony sent to you by Madeline Veldstra had, 
instead of the word LGBTQ, the word "Black," or perhaps "Jewish," or even "Latino." Is 
it not immediately apparent that it is outright discrimination of a single group? Try a 
substitution and read it aloud. Would you ever consider putting all books by or about 
Black people in a separate section in the library? How would you respond to a request 
to do so? That's how you need to respond here. To put everything written about or by one 
group of people in its own segregated library section is a beginning step toward 
community annihilation. They have no "sympathy for those within the transgender 
community;" they merely want people who are transgender or gay to disappear forever. 
 
Did you know that people tried to ban kids' books in the 1950s about black and white 
people being together, kids swimming together, mixed "race" marriages? Will you repeat 
that history now for those in the LGBTQ community? Will you hide the books in a 
separate section so children don't know about LGBTQ people? 
 

https://www.npr.org/sections/npr-history-dept/2015/05/06/404470968/4-hot-
button-kids-books-from-the-50s 

 
The long list of books on these petitions reveals this group's true intent; none of those 
testifying have read these books. If I had to bet, I'd bet most don't read any books at all. 
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One only needs a quick read-through of "Everywhere Babies" to know that the 
complaints are founded not on the concern about any book, but instead inspired by lists 
circulated by national groups like the American Family Association, listed by the 
Southern Poverty Law Center as a hate group. The goal is to intimidate, harass, and 
threaten people in the LGBTQ community. It is to silence their voices and their full 
participation in our society, starting with hiding their existence from children. At least a 
few of those testifying were bold enough to state their true beliefs outright, hateful as 
they are. 
 
Each book challenge must be taken on its own merit or lack thereof. Let professional 
librarians do their jobs, and parents who are concerned about *any* book can accompany 
their children and supervise their checkouts, just as they monitor what their children buy 
at the store or watch on tv. Stop this overt attempt at unlawful discrimination. 
 
Sincerely, 
Karen Jensen 
Fairbanks Alaska 
 
This message is my own, from my personal email and not approved or endorsed by my 
employer. 
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 11/14/2022 - 8:36pm
104.254.224.215

First Name Heather

Last Name Kallevig

Email heatherkallevig@hotmail.com

Phone Number 9072523431

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Hearings - Citizens may comment on items scheduled for public hearing when the Presiding Officer opens the
Public Hearing.

Public Hearing Agenda Item: 10.c. moving material fro children's and young adult section of the library

Written Testimony
It is not the job of the library to censor or remove items because they are considered offensive to individuals or a group of
people. If this were the case, there would be very little material available that would be deemed appropriate by all users. In
one way or another, most items are deemed inappropriate for children by one person or another. If we are to remove
content concerning LGBTQ+ themes we not only risk silencing an already marginalized group, we also run the risk of
setting a very dangerous precedent. What about those who are offended by violence, warfare, evolution, religion? Are
books that touch on any of these themes to be removed as well? Is this really a path we want to begin? If a parent is
concerned about the materials their children are exposed to, they should join them in the library and take an active interest
in their reading choices. They should not seek to censor the rights and voices of others.

Electronic Signature
Heather Kallevig

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50066

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 11/14/2022 - 2:26pm
162.142.118.20

First Name Alex and Cindy

Last Name Koplin

Email cindy.koplin@gmail.com

Phone Number

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
We feel like there is a good system in the Homer Public Library to place books in appropriate age group sections. The
librarians are highly skilled, and the purpose of a library is to promote learning and literacy. Books do not “indoctrinate”
anyone about anything, they just provide more information.
We feel that the petition to ban or remove the books in question is not in the best interest of the Homer community.
Cindy and Alex Koplin

Electronic Signature
Alex and Cindy Koplin

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50062

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 11/14/2022 - 11:13am
146.71.64.153

First Name Lisa

Last Name Krebs

Email lckrebs@gmail.com

Phone Number 9073992485

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Special Meeting (if scheduled)

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Comments of the Audience - Citizens may comment on any topic.

Written Testimony
I fully support the Homer Public Library administration in its selection and placement of books and other materials for our
library. The staff are highly trained and follow specific guidelines that are appropriate for placement in the children’s room.
Books can represent our diverse world and community and can encourage inclusion. Banning books that reflect this
diversity breeds distrust and comes from a place of hate. A true public library should serve the entire community.
Thank you

Electronic Signature
Lisa Krebs

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50056

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 11/14/2022 - 9:21pm
65.74.107.179

First Name Megan

Last Name Malcolm

Email meganfmalcolm@gmail.com

Phone Number 4065993314

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
This pertains the the proposed book bans/relocation of LGBTQI+ children's books at the Homer Public Library.

I believe that those who want the books banned should be required to provide a written review of every book they’ve
identified as being harmful/confusing to children, highlighting every passage that they think is harmful to the psycho-social
development of children, citing peer reviewed scientific research to support their position.

Every respected industry specialist who is even tangentially tied to LGBTQI+ (e.g. psychologists, psychiatrists, social
workers, educators, public policy experts, etc) have decades of research to support the position that books do not turn a
person gay/trans/etc; perpetuate hate and exclusion; reinforce biases they’re exposed to - for example in the home; and
removing access to informational knowledge that encourages justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion, only breeds hate.

Some parents would rather have a child who is depressed, suicidal, and forced to hide their true self out of fear their
parents/peers will reject them. Do not take away an avenue that helps children learn about acceptance and love…
particularly if they are not getting it at home from parents who want to spread their hate, bias, and uneducated views
throughout our community.

Electronic Signature
Megan MALCOLM

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50068

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 8:56 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: Fwd: Library advisory board meeting LGBTQ+

 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Elizabeth Morphis <shirleyrigamorphis@gmail.com> 
Date: November 14, 2022 at 7:22:11 PM PST 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Library advisory board meeting LGBTQ+ 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when 
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 
 
Greetings! 
I do not agree with this ban on LGBTQ+ Books at the public  library!  
This can not happen!  
These books are necessary for our community here in Homer. I am out raged. 
Sincerely someone apart of this community.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2022 11:07 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: Fwd: comments for Library Advisory Board November 15 meeting

 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: marshall@xyz.net 
Date: November 14, 2022 at 12:13:02 PM CST 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: comments for Library Advisory Board November 15 meeting 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when 
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Please include my comments in the supplemental packet for the upcoming 
meeting.  Thank you for this opportunity to express my concern. 
 
As a long time patron of the Homer Public Library, I support the Library’s policies 
regarding the procedures of placing books in the appropriate locations.  The 
library offers inclusive and free access to its patrons regarding the selection of 
the materials.  Children’s books are housed in the children’s section of the library 
and in order to provide free access, that’s where all the children’s books should 
remain.  The proposed request to remove or relocate particular books from the 
children’s section would deny equal access. The library serves ALL members of 
the community, regardless of political affiliations/religious beliefs.  No one has the 
right to prevent other families from reading/reviewing the collection 
which includes making it more difficult to access particular books.   
 
When my child was younger, it was MY job to supervise her reading selection, 
her media exposure and her interactions with the world outside of our family 
home.  I, as most parents, took that responsibility to heart, by being involved in 
reading choices and information access.  I continue to maintain that  it is up to 
the parents to oversee what their child is reading.  It was our family’s choice to 
raise a child in an inclusive environment and the children’s library diverse reading 
selection helped foster that.  
 
Please support the Library Director’s decision to keep the targeted books where 
they belong...as part of the overall children’s reading selection. Our library needs 
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to continue to serve all patrons by providing free access to all materials. 
 
Thank you, 
Karen Murdock 
East End Road 
Homer, AK  
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Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #45

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 11/14/2022 - 3:43pm
209.112.136.147

First Name Alice

Last Name Porter

Email aliceporteralaska@gmail.com

Phone Number 907-299-6529

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
Please let me comment on item 10c of the LAB regular meeting about moving LGBTQ+ books from the children's section
of the library. I stand for unity in diversity, forbearance, mercy, compassion and loving-kindness towards all the peoples and
kindreds of the earth. Prejudice of any kind is entirely against the spirit of life and is based on ignorance. We are one
human family, let us gain knowledge and embrace difference, rather than divide.

Electronic Signature
Alice Porter

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50065

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 11/14/2022 - 2:29pm
209.112.213.121

First Name kathy

Last Name smith

Email splinter@xyz.net

Phone Number 9072355523

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Special Meeting (if scheduled)

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Hearings - Citizens may comment on items scheduled for public hearing when the Presiding Officer opens the
Public Hearing.

Public Hearing Agenda Item: Petition to move Homer Public Library materials from Children's area

Written Testimony
I am a long term Homer resident and a registered user of the Homer Public Library. I am also a volunteer who mends
library books on a weekly basis. I do sympathize with the people who put forth this petition. It isn't easy to raise children in
today's expanding world. I am a parent, and a grandparent of a 6 year old and two teenagers who attend local schools.
When my children were young, we used the library a lot, and we read a lot of books together. Our book choices varied
widely, but at times I made it a point to choose books that would help them to learn the values of compassion and fairness.
I don't get to make parental choices for my grandchildren. This is a job for their parents, not for me or for you or the people
who run our library. I don't want concerned citizens making reading choices for me or my family. These people have chosen
40 books they want moved from the Children's area to another part of the library. Other people might choose different
books they would like moved or removed. Where does it end? I support the policies the Homer Library already has in
place.

Electronic Signature
KATHY SMITH

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50063

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 11/14/2022 - 10:48am
104.254.230.150

First Name Kim

Last Name Sweeny

Email kimsweeny4@gmail.com

Phone Number (907)299-7332

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Comments of the Audience - Citizens may comment on any topic.

Written Testimony
I am in favor of trusting the library staff to select appropriate books for the Homer Library, including the children's section.
Parents will take the lead in helping their children explore topics of interest through radio, TV, the internet, and written
material including books. If parents feel strongly about book topics, they have every opportunity to restrict or open access
to those books accordingly through guided parental discussions. The Homer Library has an outstanding variety of reading
matter to promote learning about an endless array of topics. I support the Library Board in continuing to feed learning.

Electronic Signature
Kim Sweeny

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50055

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony to City Council [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Tue, 11/15/2022 - 10:59am
65.74.104.120

First Name Kate

Last Name Balderas

Email k8them8@yahoo.com

Phone Number 15125078206

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which City Council Meeting do you want to participate in? Worksession (if scheduled)

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments Upon Matters Already on the Agenda - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled
for public hearing such as Consent Agenda items, Memorandums, Pending Business, New Business, Resolutions, and
Ordinances to be introduced.

Written Testimony
Librarians are specially trained to make decisions on what children books are and how to uplift the community. Hiding
valuable children books in the adult section only serves a community that is trying to censor what they wish their children to
see. We already have many churches, we need this library and the diversity it offers. LBGTQ children has a hight rate of
suicide and the library should be a safe place for all children. Suppressing and censoring children only causes discourse
and depression. Let the librarians do their jobs.

Electronic Signature
Katherine Mary Balderas

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60081/submission/50076

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-city-council
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Tue, 11/15/2022 - 10:43am
104.254.226.151

First Name Dale

Last Name Banks

Email dale@loopylupine.com

Phone Number 9072990524

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
I'm sorry that you have to waste so much of your time and effort to defend the Library's Collection Development Policy
against attempts to censor content based on a set of personal beliefs that only heterosexual content should be allowed in
the children's section. If you replace "LGBTQ" with "Heterosexual" in the appeal statement, it reveals how absurd it is.
Children's literature should inspire and entertain, but also reflect positively all of society, not just a certain select set. Please
support the Library Director's response to the petition. Thank you.

Electronic Signature
Dale L Banks

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50075

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Tue, 11/15/2022 - 9:18am
65.74.105.239

First Name William

Last Name Bell

Email wmbell51@gmail.com

Phone Number 9073991042

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Special Meeting (if scheduled)

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
RE: Library Board Meeting

If a library is to serve its community well it must include an uncomfortable diversity of opinions through many media.
Otherwise the library will just be a mouthpiece for the entitled. The necessity for a wide ranging collection is as true toady
as it was in Alexandria in 50 BC. Critical wide ranging thinking about all current events is as important now as it was then.
If I want to read Mein Kampf to understand history I can do that, but that exposure will not turn me into a Nazi. If I want to
read about the psychology of a murderer I can read In Cold Blood but I am not going to go on a murderous rampage. If I
want to read angrily written books about racism, I may disagree with many tenets but I may well get some insights into my
own behaviors. If I read about LGBTQQ+ issues I am not going to suddenly change my sexuality but I expect to have a
better understanding of the lives of those I interact with.
Copernicus and Galileo had their books banned (at great physical peril also) because they were determined to be heresy.
Books are not a contagion, they provide us with insights into worlds we don’t live in, give us a platform to build our moral
foundation.
Any restriction of books by one particular group can only lead to a blinder driven world view that will severely limit our
growth as an inclusive, surviving community

Bill Bell

Electronic Signature
William Bell

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50073

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 8:55 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: Fwd: LGBTQ+ Books

 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Ann Daigle <annbdaigle@gmail.com> 
Date: November 15, 2022 at 9:31:52 AM PST 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: LGBTQ+ Books 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when 
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 
 
Dear Library Advisory Board, 
   Thank you for your consideration in the matter of possibly removing LGBQT+ books 
from the children’s section of the library.  I believe it would be wise to move these 
materials to a confined portion of the library accessible to children whose parents feel 
they are ready for such content. This is not banning books, it is moving them. As a 
teacher, mother and grandmother, I beseech you to preserve the innocence of young 
children. In time they will grapple with these ideas which confuse and conflict us even  as 
adults.   
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Tue, 11/15/2022 - 8:24am
162.142.119.11

First Name Allison

Last Name Galbraith

Email ak.nanooks@gmail.com

Phone Number

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Hearings - Citizens may comment on items scheduled for public hearing when the Presiding Officer opens the
Public Hearing.

Public Hearing Agenda Item: 10.c

Written Testimony
I would like to voice opposition to the removal of books. Removing books due to what some would deem "inappropriate" or
"uncomfortable" content is a slippery slope and a truly inappropriate action for a publicly funded institution. To those who
submitted this petition: everyone has different opinions and different levels of comfort and yours should not dictate what I
can do or how I teach my children. If you find something you decide is inappropriate, steer your child toward something you
find more palatable, but do not assume you know what's best for my family because of your own insecurities and
preferences.

Electronic Signature
Allison Galbraith

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50070
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Tue, 11/15/2022 - 11:45am
107.77.205.10

First Name Matthew

Last Name Iverson

Email iverson.matthew@gmail.com

Phone Number 9078858518

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
This is regarding the petition to remove certain LGBTQ-themed books from the children section of the Homer Library. I
want to state that, as someone raising a child in our community, it is extremely important to me that these books continue
to be available for him, as from what I can tell from a quick survey (having not read them all), the purpose of these books is
NOT to "groom" children towards any sort of "lifestyle" in any way, but rather their purpose is to educate, to show children
how many ways of being in the world there can be, and to promote tolerance and understanding. This seems right at the
heart of what the entire children's section should be about! Further, as a bisexual man, I am very disturbed at the notion
that a book simply recognizing my orientation would be considered inappropriate reading material for our community of kids
to engage with. As far as I can tell, this petition is simply an attempt at blatant discrimination under the supposed guise of
"protecting" children. I can tell you I sure wish such books had been around when I was a child, they would have been a
great source of comfort. Thank you for considering my thoughts.

Electronic Signature
Matt Iverson

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50078

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings

153



Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #48

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Tue, 11/15/2022 - 6:10am
193.37.33.161

First Name Ron

Last Name Keffer

Email ron.keffer01@gmail.com

Phone Number (907) 235-8293

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Hearings - Citizens may comment on items scheduled for public hearing when the Presiding Officer opens the
Public Hearing.

Public Hearing Agenda Item: An appeal by members of the community who want 40+ books moved from the
children's library into the adult library.

Written Testimony
I have confidence in our library staff and I support its policies. I strongly oppose any actions that hurtfully marginalize
LGBTQ+ people by restricting mention of them, as this change would do. Under the current policy, parents have full control
over the materials their children access. It’s important to realize that the nature and use of the library’s materials is being
misrepresented by those who started this campaign. A particular group wishes to control not just the access of their own
children but that of everyone’s children. That is gross overreach. Thank you for considering my comments.

Electronic Signature
Ronald Keffer

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Tue, 11/15/2022 - 11:27am
97.120.89.1

First Name Florence (Flo)

Last Name Larson

Email putts5646@yahoo.com

Phone Number (907) 399-5560

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat Considerations
(Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New Business, and
Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
To whom this my concern:

Having served on the Homer Library Board in the past for several years, the protest of children’s books is a gross
misrepresentation of Homer Public Library’s
service to Homer and the wider communities. The
Homer Library does not indoctrinate or educate anyone at any age. The library built in the heart of
Homer is the envy of every visitor I have hosted since it
was built.
Parents and children are encouraged to choose books
of their liking. The library makes effort to serve the whole community, excluding no one, as public libraries do with support of tax
paying citizens. Parents protesting books on the shelf have the right to choose books for their children but not the wider
community.

Librarians are trained professionals deserving the respect they have earned. The City screens those hired to serve the library.

Public discussion serves community making at all levels. Contentious arguments divide a community.

Wanting peace in this Hamlet By The Sea,

Flo Larson
Citizen of Homer

Electronic Signature
Florence Larso

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the person
identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50077
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Tue, 11/15/2022 - 10:37am
209.193.52.150

First Name Susan

Last Name Post

Email alaskasuefb@gmail.com

Phone Number

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
I am not able to attend the LAB meeting tonight but would like to submit my comments here. If books are removed from the
Children’s Library due to concerned parents over the content inside, this is the start of a VERY slippery slope and I am
adamantly opposed to these books being removed. Our society is already too divided because of certain people not being
able to handle certain facts or certain realities. Why can’t we all just work on accepting one another and accepting that
every individual has the right to be who they want to be. Reading about two penguins who band together to keep one of
their chicks alive is part of nature. There is nothing wrong with children reading this. If humans could be as sensible as
these two penguins, we wouldn’t have to continue with this nonsense of trying to move books to protect the minds of our
children. Heather Has Two Mommies? Two Grooms on a Cake? Really? What is wrong with either of these books. Love is
love and it doesn’t matter if it is between two women or two men or a man and a woman. Love is love and if more of our
society could just accept that, it would be so much better for the whole of society. It’s Okay to be Different- another book
with a very important lesson. Every human is different and by trying to make our children fit into a certain model, it causes
so much conflict and angst within those children. I could go on, but I am sure the meeting will be long enough so I won’t.
Although I do not “live” in Homer, I do live within the Homer area and I have a business in the city and spend almost all of
my time in Homer. I have supported the library since I was 10 years old when we used to visit Homer in the summer, and
as soon as we moved to Homer full time, I was thrilled to have such a great library to use. I hope that many children will
continue to use our library for years and years to come. It was one of my saving graces when I used to spend summers
here and didn’t have much to do. Thank you for all you do to help make Homer such a special place.

Electronic Signature
Susan Post

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50074

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings

156



Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #51

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Tue, 11/15/2022 - 9:15am
65.74.106.39

First Name Francie

Last Name Roberts

Email francie.roberts@gmail.com

Phone Number 9072351068

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
I support following the HPL Collection Development Policy as it stands. Parents need to be responsible for their children's
reading choices, not the library. I also feel it limits the rights of some people if they have to ask to see a certain group of
books which are set aside in a special place, making them feel awkward to ask. Thank you for your service to the City of
Homer.

Electronic Signature
Francie Roberts

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.
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Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Tue, 11/15/2022 - 8:47am
162.142.119.16

First Name candy

Last Name rohrer

Email candy@xyz.net

Phone Number 907235-1314

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Comments of the Audience - Citizens may comment on any topic.

Written Testimony
I want to express confidence in our library staff, support for its policies and opposition to any actions that hurtfully
marginalize others and impinges on their rights to access reading materials of interest to them and their families in an
inclusive environment. The present policy of the library gives parents full control over the materials their children access
and I have complete confidence in our library to follow the library mission statement. The petition material presented by,
"Greater Parental Discretion", about books and material that the Homer Public Library has is being misrepresented. If a
parent wishes to control the access of their own children so be it, but that of everyone’s children is gross overreach. I have
confidence the Homer librarians have in place policies that provide fail-safe parental controls.

Electronic Signature
candy rohrer

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.

Source URL: https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/node/60481/submission/50071

Links
[1] https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/cityclerk/submit-written-testimony-commission-and-board-meetings

158



Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #57

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Tue, 11/15/2022 - 11:50am
107.77.205.10

First Name Katherine

Last Name Schake

Email kaschake@gmail.com

Phone Number 907-205-0235

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
I am writing against the petition to remove LGBTQ related books from the children section of the library. It is fundamental
that the library not censor any books. It is important that books for all ages of children related to sexual orientation be
discoverable and accessible. Removing these books can cause harm to those individuals who identify with minority
perspectives.

Electronic Signature
Katherine Schake

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 8:55 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: Fwd: Good morning

 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Elizabeth Spofford <emspofford@yahoo.com> 
Date: November 15, 2022 at 8:07:55 AM PST 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Good morning 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when 
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

To Whom This May Concern, 
 
This message is in response to the proposal to remove literature which raises awareness for LGBTQ+ 
identities from the children's section 
of the Homer Public Library.  
 
Andrew Carnegie once wrote, "A library outranks any other one thing a community can do to benefit its 
people. It is a never failing spring 
in the desert." To this I would add, libraries can only be a spring when all voices are represented. 
 
I am a mother of an 11-year old girl, and I want her and all other children to have equal opportunity and 
access to literature written from 
a wide variety of voices. 
 
Please retain your selection of LGBTQ+ literature in the children's section of the Homer Public Library. 
Thank you for all that you do to  
make Homer Public Library a welcoming, inclusive and safe space for all people. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elise Spofford 
 
emspofford@yahoo.com 
907-252-9544 
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Rachel Tussey

From: Melissa Jacobsen
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 8:55 AM
To: Rachel Tussey
Subject: Fwd: Comments on the LAB Agenda Item 10.C Appeal of the Library Director’s 

Decision Regarding Children and Young Adult Materials

 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Jenny Stroyeck <wordfolk@xyz.net> 
Date: November 15, 2022 at 12:20:26 AM PST 
To: Department Clerk <clerk@ci.homer.ak.us> 
Subject: Comments on the LAB Agenda Item 10.C Appeal of the Library Director’s 
Decision Regarding Children and Young Adult Materials 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when 
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 
 
 
Thanks to those who volunteer time and talents to serve on the Library Advisory Board.  
 
Regarding the petition by a group of local citizens to remove books identified as 
“promoting the LGBTQ agenda”,  I am glad there is a process in place for concerns and 
for public testimony, but sometimes it seems to give undue weight to a very vocal 
minority. This petition to remove books took several months to garner the signatures 
presented. The counter petition to keep the books in the children’s section of the library 
and maintain the status quo easily reached double the amount of signatures in a few days. 
To me this is reflective of the nature of Homer’s population. 
 
I support the criteria for collection development at the Homer Public Library, as 
developed by the ALA, approved by the Homer City Council, and interpreted by Mr. 
Berry, the current library director. Inclusivity and diversity should be core values of a 
library’s collection- every patron deserves to see a reflection of his/her/their persona in a 
book. It is not and should not be the job of librarians to monitor the reading habits of 
children. A healthy society allows the introduction of ideas from and acceptance of many 
diverse viewpoints-especially those that may have been stifled by a dominant class, 
religion, or culture in the past. The inclusion of all enriches the lives of all. 
 
Jenny Stroyeck 
65240 Diamond Ridge Rd. 
Homer, AK 99603 
 

161



Published on City of Homer Alaska Official Website (https://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov)

Home > Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings > Webform results > Submission #58

Submission information

Form: Submit Written Testimony for Commission and Board Meetings [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Tue, 11/15/2022 - 12:51pm
146.71.65.28

First Name Annie

Last Name Williams

Email ppod51@hotmail.com

Phone Number 9073997087

Are You A City or Non-City Resident? Non-City Resident

Which commission/board meeting do you want to attend? Library Advisory Board

What is the type of meeting you want to participate in? Regular Meeting

Date of Meeting you want to participate in? Tue, 11/15

What type of comments will you be giving?
Public Comments - Citizen may comment on regular agenda items not scheduled for public hearing or Plat
Considerations (Planning Commission only) such as Consent Agenda items, Minutes, Reports, Pending Business, New
Business, and Informational Materials.

Written Testimony
To the Library Advisory Board:
First, I want to thank the board for their work. The Homer Public Library has been an outstanding performer in attending to
the informational, literary, educational, and recreational needs of our community for the entire 42 years that I have lived
here. Never have I questioned their judgement in reading the needs for this community as it has grown. They have
addressed with quiet assuredness many issues that confront their patrons and have sought to address those needs without
great fanfare. The world and Homer are changing at a rapid pace. For alot of us, it seems too fast but it is the reality of the
technological age we live in. To find shelter from that onslaught, I look to the beauty of our surroundings, the kindness and
openness of our community, and even to the many faith based groups who practice in harmony here. I would never expect
or demand that an institution, based on the premise of addressing the needs of its public be responsible for filtering what I
don't want to see. That is my job. As a parent whose children were raised within the library's influence, I also believed it
was my job not theirs to filter what I deemed appropriate for their age. I loved the fact that there was so much diversity of
life styles and living environments protrayed in their book selections. I felt that it generated converstion with my kids; it gave
them a "safe" exposure to the unknown and unexplored so that they could ponder upon what they might encounter when
they left for the bigger world. This to me is the library's job: to allow for rich exploration and growth. Please do not tamper
with the freedom the library has been given to judge what is suitable and where it can be found. The library takes that
responsibilty very seriously and they have never disappointed me. Please let them know I support them and as their Board,
I implore you to do the same.

Electronic Signature
Annie Williams

I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and agree that I am the
person identified above and that I acknowledge and agree to the above Terms of Acceptance.
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