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Library Director’s Report 

April 15, 2024 

General Notes 

April 7-13 was National Libraries Week. HPL launched its new library card designs and also 

launched the library needs survey, which will be available through July 31. 

We have tentatively signed up to participate in the Human Library, possibly next January. The 

Human Library is an international project that encourages one-on-one conversation between 

members of the public who might never cross paths normally. Details remain to be determined. 

After a couple of years, the Wednesday Community Outreach to youth program is wrapping up. 

On April 9, students from Homer High School presented a travelogue about their trip to Australia. 

A dozen kids showed off pictures, told stories and raffled off small packages of vegemite. 

Staff Notes 

I was out of state from March 23 to April 13. 

Cinda Nofziger and two representatives from FHL made a special presentation to the Downtown 

Rotary Club on April 11. The talk covered programs and services offered by the library, as well as an 

overview of everything the Friends do, and wrapped up with a description of the western lot project. 

Director’s meetings: 

• Staff: 2 

• LAB: 1 

• FHL: 3 

• Council: 1 

• Department Heads: 2 

• Other: Various city meetings, data-gathering workshop, Agnew::Beck about the  

comprehensive plan, several vendors, 2 meetings on the Human Library, 1 meeting about 

OWL 

Facility 
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The new office chairs for the library have arrived. The lounge chairs should arrive in late April. 

Library Advisory Board (LAB) 

The LAB finalized the text of the 10-question survey they will administer to the general public 

between April 7 and July 31. The goal is to develop a clear sense of what the public needs from the 

library. We hope to get a couple of these questions into the comprehensive plan surveys as well. 

Friends of the Homer Library (FHL) 

FHL discussed the lessons learned from the Big Read and the planning underway for the 

Celebration of Lifelong Learning and the spring book and plant sale. On April 11, Cheryl, Lyn and 

Cinda gave a presentation to the Downtown Rotary Club about library programs. The western lot 

project is moving ahead: new posts and signboards for the Story Walk Trail have arrived, the text for 

the signs is nearly complete, we are starting to get designs for benches, and Doug Baily and I will 

collaborate on moving large boulders around. 

Joint LAB/FHL Projects 

The LAB and FHL board held their annual soiree at the library on March 3. There was excellent 

food and a chance to meet people that otherwise would never cross paths. 

Ongoing Events 
Mondays, 1:30-4:30: Knitting Club 

Wednesdays, 10:30-11:00: Toddler Time 

Wednesdays, 3:30-4:30: Chess Club 

Thursdays, 3:30-4:30: After School at the Library 

Fridays, 10:30-11:30: Preschool Storytime 

Fridays, 3:30-5:45: Live-Action Role Playing (LARP) 

First Tuesday, 6:30-8:00: SPARC Radio Club 

First Thursday, 1:00-3:00: Literary Ladies 

First and Third Thursdays, 5:30-7:30: Tech Help 
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Second Wednesdays, 4:45-5:45: Teen Advisory Board 

Second Saturdays, 10:30-12:30: Writing Circle with Richard Chiappone 

Third Thursday, 10:30-11:30: Radio Storytime on KBBI 

Fourth Tuesday, 4:30-6:30: FHL/HPL Book Club 

Tuesday following the first City Council meeting of the month, 12:00-1:00: Conversations with a 

Councilmember (schedule may vary depending on availability) 

Special Events 

• Mar. 1: A large display screen goes up at the front desk. Staff will use it for public 

announcements and to advertise upcoming events. 

• Mar. 1, 10:00—12:00: Homer Pottery Tour. 

• Saturdays, Mar. 2-30, 3:00-4:30: Seed and Soil. 

• Mar. 5, 12:00-1:00: Voznesenka School visits the library. 

• Mar. 5, 1:30-3:30: Homer Pickleball. 

• Mar. 5, 4:30-6:00: Wii Sports for Tweens and Teens. 

• Mar. 12, 4:15-6:00: Food Not Bombs. 

• Mar. 12, 6:15-7:45: Kachemak Bay Swim Club. 

• Mar. 14, 12:00-2:00: TRAILS/ILC. 

• Mar. 14, 2:30-5:00: Children’s staff show a superhero movie. 

• Mar. 14, 5:30-7:45: Workshop for first-time homebuyers. 

• Mar. 19, 6:00-7:45: Silent Book Club. 

• Mar. 21, 11:00-12:30: Homer OPUS. 

• Mar. 22, 2:00-3:30: Homer Drawdown. 

• Mar. 23, 12:30-2:00: Childbirth education workshop. 

• Mar. 25: Library closed for Seward’s Day. 

• Mar. 27, 4:45-5:45: Teens and Tweens Get Crafty. 

• Mar. 28, 5:00-7:00: Food Not Bombs. 

• Apr. 2, 10:00-11:00: Virtual author talk with Smithsonian curator Paula J. Johnson on the book 

Smithsonian American Table: The Foods, People and Innovations That Feed Us. 
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• Apr. 5, 10:00-3:30: Homer Eyecare. 

• Apr. 5, 6:00-9:00: Defenders of Wildlife. 

• Apr. 9, 10:00-11:00: Virtual author Talk with Colum McCann and Diane Foley on their book 

American Mother, about the murder of Foley’s son by ISIS terrorists. 

• Apr. 9, 5:30-7:30: Homer High School students present a travelogue about their trip to 

Australia. 

• Apr. 9, 5:45-7:30: Surfrider Kenai Peninsula. 

• Apr. 11: Cinda Nofziger, Cheryl Illg and Lyn Maslow present to the Downtown Rotary 

Club about the western lot project, as well as library and Friends of the Library 

programs. 

• Apr. 11, 5:00-7:00: Food Not Bombs. 

• Apr. 12, 10:30-12:00: Let’s Talk Politics. 

• Apr. 12, 2:30-4:30: Library staff play Dungeons and Dragons with teens. 

• Apr. 16, 6:15-7:45: Kachemak Bay Swim Club. 

• Apr. 17, 4:00-5:00: Virtual author talk with Xochitl Gonzalez, author of Anita de Monte Laughs 

Last, about art and society in New York of the late 1990s. 

• Apr. 20, 6:00-8:00: Celebration of Lifelong Learning, featuring food from the Tickled 

Pear, desserts from BB’s Bakery, live music, a silent auction and a trivia tree. 

• Apr. 23, 11:00-12:00: Independent Living Center. 

• Apr. 25, 5:00-7:00: Food Not Bombs. 

• Apr. 27, 9:00-2:30: League of Women Voters statewide meeting. 

• Apr. 30, 1:30-4:00: Homer Pickleball Club. 

• Apr. 30, 4:30-6:00: Crafternoon for teens and tweens. 

• Apr. 30, 6:00-7:30: Community Engagement—What’s On the Ballot? 
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Homer Public Library Statistical Summary for 2023 Date: 16-Apr-24

CIRCULATION Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Y.T.D.

TOTAL (*Included) 14,636 14,431 15,039 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 44,106

*Physical Print/Audio/Video 11,344 11,115 11,546 34,005

*Other Physical items (n. 2) 91 90 75 256

*Alaska Digital Library 2,936 2,975 3,219 9,130

*Flipster e-magazines 41 18 36 95

*Kanopy streaming video 224 233 163 620

INTERLIBRARY LOANS

Incoming (Borrowed) 19 11 12 42

Outgoing (Lent) 28 26 24 78

BUILDING USE

Gate Count 8,880 8,111 8,662 25653

Study Rooms (# of group sessions) 266 238 229 733

Study Rooms (# of people) 499 454 442 1395

Meeting Room (# of group sessions) 27 30 36 93

Meeting Room (# of people) 206 214 309 729

INTERNET USE

TOTAL (*Included) 2,315 3,288 3,045 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8,648

*Wireless Internet sessions 1,169 2,190 1,923 5282

*Hardwired Internet sessions 1,146 1,098 1,122 3366

Website visits (sessions) 3,415 3,136 2,813 9,364

PROGRAM ATTENDANCE (n. 1)

TOTAL (*Included) 1,205 1,101 573 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2879

*Programs for Age 0-5 900 884 272 2056

*Programs for Age 6-11 31 47 62 140

*Programs for Age 12-18 26 16 41 83

*Programs for Age 19+ 150 134 196 480

*Programs for All Ages 98 20 2 120

OUTREACH

# Events 3 1 2 6

# People 11 9 9 29

NEW CARDS ISSUED

City 38 24 20 82

Borough 19 28 21 68

Temporary 1 0 0 1

Reciprocal 0 0 3 3

VOLUNTEER HOURS

# of people 71 75 76 222

# of hours 248 217 243 708

MATERIALS ADDED

Books 287 219 155 661

Audio 9 9 11 29

Video 41 34 33 108

Serials 0 0 0 0

Electronic Resources 50 41 60 151

MATERIALS REMOVED

Books 73 25 57 155

Audio 21 74 4 99

Video 0 101 1 102

Serials 1 0 0 1

Electronic Resources 0 0 0 0

REVENUES DEPOSITED

Fines/Fees/Copies 1000.00 791.00 1453.00 969.45 4,213.45

Building Fund (151-) 0.00

Library Gifts (803-) 0.00

Endowment 0.00

Grants 725.00 725.00

TOTALS 1,725.00 791.00 1,453.00 969.45 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 $4,938.45

Data not available yet or incomplete

Note 2: Other physical items includes electronic devices, kits, toys, board games, sports equipment and videogames.

Note 1: Program attendance includes all programs sponsored by the library or the Friends of the Library. It does not include meetings of community groups. Programs are sorted by the age of the target audience, but totals include all attendees (i.e. 

parents as well as toddlers, etc.)
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