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SUBJECT: Recommendation from the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission on 

changes to the Beach Policy 

Introduction and public process 

In the fall of 2014, the Commission began hearing from property owners and residents in Old Town that 

there were increased problems between vehicles and pedestrians on the beach, and more 'bad behavior.' 

{drinking, drugs, partying on private property, trespass, etc). The Commission began holding meetings to 

explore these issues, and also became more aware of inappropriate activity in the bird habitat along the 

grassy berm near Beluga Slough. Speakers were invited to present information to the Commission on topics 

from dogs, birds, from user groups of all ages. An often repeated theme was the need for enforcement, 

signage, and education. 

The Commission met eleven times in 2015 to discuss the beach policy. Numerous letters were submitted, 

and many people commented at the meetings. There were several front page articles in local newspapers, a 

Coffee Table radio show on KBBI, and the City website was updated throughout the process. Beach front 

property owners were notified by mail of the public hearing in May. 

What happens next? 

Council will evaluate the proposals, and may adopt them as a whole, in part, or not at all. A resolution will 

be brought forward at the next Council meeting, to support all the recommendations. Council may choose 

to hold a public hearing, or amend the resolution. Staff will then work on the various ordinances and other 

changes to actually enact the changes, and also update the Beach Policy document accordingly. 

Proposed changes: The proposed changes are listed two ways: in a list below, and in a table by type of 

action {budget ordinance, resolution, etc). 

• Install fire pits at Bishop's Beach Park, and at the City parcel near the end of Main Street/Ohlson

Lane, and make trash cans available.
• Hire two seasonal beach patrol employees
• Draft an ordinance to define and ban reckless driving as it would be applied to all of City of Homer

beaches
• Improve signage at Bishop's Beach.



• Close all beaches to vehicles in summer, and allow winter use along a portion of the west part of the

Spit. (Land owners of beach front property and their guests are exempt for the purpose of accessing

their property. One way to administer this would be a gate and permit system).
• Install security cameras at Bishop's beach Park
• Add Bishop's Beach and Beluga Slough to the existing Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve

Network. (WHSRN)
• Create areas where dogs must be on leashes. See Attachments.
• Increase dog waste education
• Install dog waste bag dispenses at public buildings, trails and parks and encourage other agencies

and businesses to do the same.
• Purchase 500 dog waste dispensers to give away; encourage local businesses to stock baggies

supplies and dispensers.
• Educate locals on beach rules. Community outreach: land owners, primary user groups, schools
• Education on beach resources (why we have the rules and how they protect what we have)
• Delineate private property at Bishop's Beach Access
• Place rocks to prevent or mark where vehicles shouldn't go, east at Bishop's Beach
• Consider a park host. (Would need to be willing to testify in Court)
• Ban the burning of pallets on the beach
• Ban glass bottles (containers) on the beach

Attachments: 

1. Implementation Table

2. Leash Areas Map

3. Beach Areas Map: Where Vehicles are allowed on the Beach

4. Memo from Attorney Klinkner

5. 2007 Beach Policy

6. Backup Materials


















