City of Homer Capital Improvement Plan « 2020 - 2025

Multi-Use Community Center, Phase 1

Project Description & Benefit: This project would be the first phase in designing and constructing a Multi-Use Community
Center to adequately serve the social, recreation, cultural, and educational needs of the Homer community. Years of growing
numbers of requests to Parks and Recreation for access to indoor facilities highlights the need for this project. A 2015 City of
Homer Parks, Art, Recreation and Culture (PARC) Needs Assessment validated this perceived need. Incorporating an extensive
publicinput process, the PARC Needs Assessment reflects the community’s high priority on community access to public
recreational and educational spaces and identifies a community center as a significant future investment for the community.

The community center is currently broadly envisioned as a comprehensive multi-generational facility that offers something for
people of all ages. Publicinput identified a general-purpose gymnasium and a multi-purpose space for safe walking/running,
dance, martial arts, performing arts, community events and dedicated space for youth as priority features. In addition to social,
health and quality of life benefits, a multi-use center provides considerable opportunity for positive economic impact to the
community. Directimpacts include new revenues from admission and rental fees generated by hosting regional or statewide
conferences, weddings and/or other private rentals. Participants and spectators visiting Homer for these events will also
indirectly benefit the community through their use of restaurants, retail shops, lodging, transportation and other hospitality
industry services. This facility would draw additional year round programs and events to Homer, contribute to the local economy
by attracting additional visitors and businesses, and would be an incentive for families to relocate to Homer.

The PARC Needs Assessment included a statistically valid survey question asking the community’s interest for constructing and
funding an $18 million facility. 30% of respondents agreed with the statement that this facility is a priority in the next five years;
an additional 27% placed it as a priority in the next five to ten years. The success of this project requires sources for capital
funding and a sound feasibility study to determine how ongoing operations would be funded.

Plans & Progress: The first step is to complete a reconnaissance or a preliminary feasibility study of the size and type of facility,
develop conceptual floor plans and site plans, estimate total construction cost and identify ongoing operational funding
mechanisms.

Total Project Cost: $500,000
Schedule: 2022
Priority Level: 3

The City of Unalaska’S Community Center is the hub of community activities. Centrally located, the Community Center is
widely used by both residents and visitors. It has everything from a cardio and weight room to music and art areas.

Contact Mayor Ken Castner or Katie Koester, City Manager at 235-8121 13
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