
 

MEMORANDUM 

CC-25-205 

 
Resolution 25-074, A Resolution of the City Council of Homer, Alaska, Expressing the City’s Gratitude to 

the Many Individuals and Groups that have supported the Homer Public Library since its Founding. 
Venuti. 

 
Item Type: Backup Memorandum 

Prepared For: Homer Mayor and City Council 

Date: July 1, 2025 

From: Dave Berry, Library Director 

Through: Melissa Jacobsen, City Manager 

The Homer Public Library relies on contributions from the public. Volunteers founded the library in 
1938 and kept it going for decades, both before, and after it became a City operation. Hundreds of 
individuals, businesses, nonprofits, community organizations and government agencies have given 
their time, labor, money and expertise to make the library successful. 

Library staff have assembled a list of all known people and groups that contributed to the library over 
the years. It includes everyone mentioned in published sources; where individuals appeared in 
unpublished sources, we included their names if we were able to contact them. I have no doubt that 
many names are missing, but their contributions are no less valuable for that. 

The Council has previously thanked the Friends of the Library, and certain specific individuals 
(through Resolution 00-23, Resolution 06-11, Resolution 06-55, Resolution 09-26, Resolution 14-074 
and Resolution 16-091, among others), but I don’t believe it has ever extended its gratitude to the 
many others who simply show up, day after day, year after year, and sometimes decade after decade, 
sharing their efforts to make Homer a better place. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Adopt Resolution 25-074.  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Resolutions 00-23, 06-11, 06-55, 09-26, 14-074, 16-091 

List of Library Supporters, 1938-2024 

 



CITY OF HOMER

HOMER, ALASKA

RESOLUTION 00- 23( A) 

City Manager
Library Director

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA

RECOGNIZING THE LONGSTANDING AND OUTSTANDING

WORK OF THE FRIENDS OF THE HOMER PUBLIC LIBRARY, 

INC. IN SUPPORT OF THE HOMER PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

WHEREAS, the Friends of the Homer Public Library, Inc., was formed in 1982 as a

501( c)( 3) organization for the purposes of charitable, literary and educational works; and

WHEREAS, the founding members of the Friends of the Homer Public Library, Inc. were
previously active in support of library services in Homer for over sixty years as individuals and as
the Homer Women' s Club and Homer Library Incorporated; and

WHEREAS, the Friends ofthe Homer Public Library, Inc. has been a longstanding "Friend" 
to the Homer Public Library by supporting its operations and programs through contributions; and

WHEREAS, the Friends of the Homer Public Library, Inc. has proven itself as a significant
community organization; and

WHEREAS, the Friends ofthe Homer Public Library, Inc. has recently received a significant
award for the purchase of new library books for the Homer Public Library. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Homer City Council that the Friends ofthe
Homer Public Library is hereby recognized and appreciation is expressed for their efforts in support
of the Homer Public Library and the Homer community. 

PASSED and ADOPTED by the City Council of Homer, Alaska this 14th day of February, 
2000. 

ATTEST: 

L. CALHOUN, CMC, CITY CLERK

CITY OF HOMER

JAC 4 CUSHING, MAYOR



CITY OF HOMER

HOMER, ALASKA

Mayor

RESOLUTION 06- 11

A RESOLUTION OF THE HOMER CITY COUNCIL

AUTHORIZING THE NAMING OF A GARDEN AT THE NEW

HOMER PUBLIC LIBRARY,  MARGRET PATE MEMORIAL

GARDEN.

WHEREAS, The Library Advisory Board asked the City Council, via report Memorandum,
on January 9, 2006 to name a garden at the New Library after Margret Pate, to be named the Margret
Pate Memorial Garden; and

WHEREAS, The Pate family has proposed this project and has agreed to fund both the
garden' s creation and its annual refurbishment through a fund at the Homer Foundation; and

WHEREAS, Since much of the landscaping of the new building was lost during the last round
of budget cuts, this garden donation will be a welcome addition. The space identified for the garden

by the contractor, the City' s project representative, and a representative for the Pate family is a
triangle between the sidewalks and the drainage swale on the western end of the building, adjacent
to the decorative fish wall, approximately 1700 square feet; and

WHEREAS, This plan has been approved by architect Brian Meissner, who called it " a
fantastic idea" and added that it might even qualify for some additional matching money from the
EDA, suggesting that the garden be black- boxed and not added to the existing construction contract;
and

WHEREAS, Ben Gibson, architect project representative, negotiated the necessary dirt and
rock work with an appropriate contractor; and

WHEREAS, The design for the garden will be donated by a local artist- gardener and
volunteers will assist with the planting; and

WHEREAS, The garden will include a small memorial plaque recognizing Margret Pate; and

WHEREAS, There will be no costs to the City for the garden' s construction, planting, or
annual refurbishment, and no additional maintenance costs to the City beyond the normal grounds
keeping for public buildings.

WHEREAS, Margret Pate was both a strong library supporter and a committed gardener and
the City is grateful to her family for offering this gift to the Library and believes it is a fitting way to
both remember Margret and to enhance the new library in a beautiful and sustainable way.



Page Two

Resolution 06- 11

City of Homer

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Homer City Council hereby authorizes
the naming of a Garden at the New Homer Public Library, the Margret Pate Memorial Garden; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this garden be integrated into the planning and
construction process, thus affording the opportunity to pursue matching funds and that the final
design be forwarded to the City Council as an informational report.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Homer City Council this 23rd day of January, 2006.

4 CITY OF HOMER

if

r'

ATTEST; ;'; j . ' J ES C. HORNADAY, MAYOR

r  •

L. CALHOUN, CMC, CITY CLERK

Fiscal Note: None to the City.
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CITY OF HOMER

Mayor/Library Advisory Board
k.

RESOLUTION 06- 55

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER,
ALASKA TO NAME THE CHILDREN' S ROOM OF THE
NEW HOMER PUBLIC LIBRARY IN MEMORY OF THE
LATE JOY GRIFFIN.

WHEREAS, Joy Griffin was instrumental in starting the Children' s Story Hour,
recruiting community members to come read to the preschool children and promoting reading
and use of the library by children; and

WHEREAS, Joy Griffin organized the publishing of Earthquake 1964, Where Were
You?, and founded the " Top Drawer Collection", and award winning collection of original
manuscripts by local authors; and

WHEREAS, Because of her work the Friends of the Homer Library received a
10,000 grant from Friends of the Library, USA, for the purchase of books for the library;

and

WHEREAS, Joy Griffin shared the dream of a new,  larger library with space
dedicated to children' s use.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Children' s Room of the new
Homer Public library be named in memory of Joy Griffin.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Homer City Council this 22" d day of May, 2006.

it
CITY OF HOMER

t

G. dye. ti i _) r

ATTEST

O•  ,,  S C. HORNAD• Y, MAYOR

I.,._a   
MAY L! ALHOUN, CMC, CITY CLERK

Ai Note:' N.A.



MEMORANDUM      ( o —  WIUJir7
To:       Homer Mayor and Council Members

AY 3 2006     '    
I

From:   Library Advisory Board
L— —___

9cd of Hamer, GJr „ Ir. pDate:    May 2, 2006 Time      ._

The Library Advisory Board respectfully requests that the Children' s Room of the
new Homer Public Library be named in memory of the late Joy Griffin, a tireless library
volunteer responsible for many of the library' s successful programs and a particular
advocate for library use by children.  She shared the dream of a new, larger library with
space dedicated to children' s use, and since her death in 2002 her vision and example have
inspired the Homer community toward the building now nearing completion.

The attached letter from the Friends of the Homer Library details Joy' s many
contributions. It also specifies the signage, agreed to by the project architect, and the cost
to the Friends.  There is no cost to the city.

We ask that the Council support this request with a resolution naming the
Children' s Room the" Joy Griffin Children' s Library" as a memorial to Joy and her
exemplary volunteerism. Thank you.



Il. ).

VU'     MAY - 3 2006 i
S:': 1: 1%

21,
y, I FRIENDS OF THE HOMER

LIBRARY its d Homer, City ClerkTime. U Qw

April 26, 2006

Dear members of the Library Advisory Board,

The Friends of the Homer Public Library ( FHL) sincerely requests that the City of Homer honor
the memory of Joy Griffin by naming the Children' s Room of the new Homer Public Library
after her. Joy was a dedicated supporter of the Homer Public Library and an avid writer who
made a lasting impact on this great community resource.

The Friends has consulted with the project architect and would like to purchase and have

installed the wording" Joy Griffin Children' s Library" in anodized letters ( approximately 3" tall
and 34" deep) above the entrance to the children' s room. The expected cost of the materials
and installation is $ 1000 and would be paid for by FHL.

Joy and her husband, Dick, founded the" Top Drawer Collection" which is an award winning
collection of original manuscripts by local authors. Now there are over 80 volumes in the
collection. Eight additional works were recently added during National Library Week in April.
These books are available for check- out by anyone with a library card and are a great
reference for the community.

Joy organized the publishing of" Earthquake 1964, Where Were You?" which is a collection of
memories of the'1964 Earthquake. These stories came from people from around the State who

were affected by the Earthquake. Because of her work on the Earthquake book and the" Top
Drawer Collection", the Friends received a $10, 000 grant, for the purchase of books for the
library, by Friends of the Library USA.

Joy was also instrumental in starting the very popular" Children' s Story Hour." She recruited
community members to come read to the preschool children and she always promoted reading
and use of the library by children. Today, the preschool story hour is a mainstay at the library
for area families. In the last several weeks, over 50 people have taken part in story hour at the
library each week.

Joy and Ruth Plymire helped spread the word about these great programs and other offerings
at the Homer Public Library by starting the radio show" Reading Between the Lines" on KBBI.
The show still airs today and is used to promote the library and the many resources the
community can find there.

Joy' s dedication to the education of children and to the Homer Public Library should be
memorialized. The Friends of the Homer Public Library has discussed the idea of recognizing
Joy in this way since her death in February of 2002 and we hope that the City will honor her
legacy by naming the Children' s room after her.

Sincerely,
Sue Mauger

Friends of the Homer Public Library
president

The mission of the Friends of the Homer Public Library is to provide volunteer support for library programs
and services, to raise funds that enrich the library experience, and to promote the use and enjoyment of the
library.

141 W. Pioneer Ave., Homer, AK 99603 — P: 907- 235- 3180 — F: 907- 235- 3136



CITY OF HOMER

HOMER, ALASKA

Mayor

RESOLUTION 09- 26

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER,

ALASKA, EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO NANCY LORD

FOR HER TEN YEARS OF SERVICE ON THE LIBRARY

ADVISORY BOARD AND CONGRATULATING HER FOR

APPOINTMENT AS ALASKA WRITER LAUREATE.

WHEREAS, Nancy Lord was appointed to the Library Advisory Board on February 8,
1999 by Mayor Jack Cushing; and

WHEREAS,  Nancy Lord tirelessly advocated for the new library project from its
inception to its fruition in September, 2006; and

WHEREAS,   Nancy Lord has been a major force and leader for library
advocacy and received the Alaska Library Association' s Library Advocacy Award in 2008 in
recognition of her enduring and steadfast commitment to preserving, strengthening, and fostering
public libraries throughout Alaska.

WHEREAS,  In October 2008 Nancy Lord was chosen as the Alaska State Writer
Laureate by the Alaska State Council on the Arts for a two- year term; and

WHEREAS, As State Writer Laureate, Ms. Lord will represent the Council and the State

of Alaska in communities, schools and libraries conducting workshops and readings; and

WHEREAS, Nancy Lord is the author of three short fiction collections, three nonfiction
books, and her stories and essays have appeared in many journals and magazines; and

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Homer, Alaska,
expresses appreciation to Nancy Lord for her years of service on the Library Advisory Board and
congratulates her for the appointment as Alaska Writer Laureate.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Homer City Council this 23`d day of February, 2009.

1 i
CITY OF HOMER

ES C. HORNADAY, MAYOR

ATTEST

JOHNSON, CMC, CITY CLERK

Fiscal Note: N/ A
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