


Attachment A 

HOMER PUBLIC LIBRARY 
DONATION ACCEPTANCE AND MANAGEMENT POLICY 
 
The library welcomes donations of materials, funds and other real property, provided such donations 
align with the library’s mission. Donations will be managed differently depending on the type of 
donation and its uses. Donations made directly to the library or the Library Endowment Fund will be 
used for purchasing materials, upgrading or replacing equipment, and improving facilities and services. 
Donations made to the Friends of the Homer Public Library (FHL) or the FHL Endowment Fund will 
support that organization’s mission, “to provide support for the Homer Public Library programs and 
services, to raise funds that enrich the library experience, and to promote the use and enjoyment of the 
library.” 
 
As a general rule, the library and FHL cannot accept restrictions for specific purposes, such as particular 
collections or programs. Donors who wish to make a gift for a specific purpose should contact the 
Library Director to discuss options. 
 
MATERIALS 
The Library Director shall be authorized to accept gifts of materials on behalf of the library. The library 
adds gift materials to the collection with the understanding that such material is an integral part of the 
collection. The library will not set up special collections and will not permit circulation restrictions or 
stipulations for future use. Books and other materials not deemed appropriate for inclusion in the 
library collection may be offered to other libraries or institutions or offered for sale. 
 
ARTWORK 
All donations of artwork are referred to the Parks, Art, Recreation and Culture Advisory Commission 
(PARCAC), which evaluates donations in accordance with their policies. 
 
EQUIPMENT AND OTHER PHYSICAL ITEMS 
When considering any gift, the Library Director may solicit the recommendation of a gift acceptance 
committee, a group made up of advisors knowledgeable about financial, legal, and community 
matters, to be chosen by the Library Director. Authority for accepting or rejecting gifts resides with the 
Library Director, although high-value gifts may require further approval of the Library Advisory Board 
and/or the Homer City Council. Gifts that may require an opinion from the gift acceptance committee 
include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• Any gift with recognition requirements other than those ordinarily provided by the library or 
Friends of the Homer Public Library (FHL). 

• Gifts of valuables that will encumber the library either financially or administratively. 
• Large or highly specialized equipment, which requires operator expertise beyond that normally 

held by library staff. 
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Because of limited space, as a general rule the library is unable to accept donations of furnishings or 
other tangible personal property given on condition that they be retained by or displayed at the library. 
 
FUNDS 
Financial donations to benefit the library can be made in two ways: directly to the library or to the 
Friends of the Homer Public Library (FHL), an independent, nonprofit 501(c)3 organization.  
 
Donations to the library supplement materials for the library’s collection, purchases or upgrades for 
library equipment, and improvements or repairs to library facilities and services. Donations to FHL 
benefit the organization’s mission: to support library programs and services, enrich the library 
experience, and promote use and enjoyment of the library. 
 
To make a gift to the library or FHL for immediate or specific use, contact the Library Director or visit 
the Friends’ donate page (https://friendsofthehomerpubliclibrary.wildapricot.org/Donate).   
 
To make a significant gift or planned gift for sustained support over time, visit the Homer Foundation 
(https://www.homerfoundation.org/give-now). The Homer Foundation’s tax ID number is 92-0139183. 
Homer Public Library benefits from two separate endowment funds, both managed by the Homer 
Foundation. The Library Endowment Fund supplements the library budget in the same manner as a 
direct donation to the library. The Friends of the Homer Public Library Endowment Fund supports FHL’s 
mission and long-term success. 
 
Donations to the endowments should comply with the Homer Foundation’s gift-acceptance policy. 
 
SECURITIES, REAL ESTATE AND OTHER NON-CASH DONATIONS 
On behalf of the two endowment funds, The Homer Foundation (tax ID # 92-0139183) can accept 
donations in all of the following categories, with the understanding that such donations will usually be 
liquidated and the resulting monies deposited in the designated fund. All gifts should be considered in 
the context of preserving the Foundation’s public support test and avoiding exposure to any significant 
monetary obligation or any legal or ethical problems. 

• Marketable securities and bonds 
• Cash and cash equivalents (including estate remainders) 
• Gifts of usable furniture and equipment 
• Gifts of precious metals, where the value is easily established 
• Insurance policies, where the donor pays any annual premium, and Individual Retirement 

Accounts. Such donations should name the Homer Foundation’s Friends of the Homer Public 
Library Endowment Fund or the Homer Foundation’s Library Endowment Fund as beneficiary. 

 
The Homer Foundation also can accept the following types of donations, although such gifts may 
require review by the Foundation’s Gift Acceptance Committee: 

https://friendsofthehomerpubliclibrary.wildapricot.org/Donate
https://www.homerfoundation.org/give-now
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• Real estate. Every proposed gift of real estate must be examined on its individual merits, 
including, but not limited to, the title to the property and its insurability, the results of 
environmental investigations, and marketability. The donor must provide an appraisal by a 
qualified appraiser, completed within the previous 12 months. 

• Gift annuities. 
• Charitable Remainder or Lead trusts. 
• Named endowment funds. 

 
OTHER INFORMATION 
The library does not accept donations that are not outright gifts. The library and the Friends of the 
Homer Public Library reserve the right to decline any gift that interferes with the library’s ability to fulfill 
its mission or that unduly encumbers either the library or the City of Homer. 
 
The library cannot legally appraise gifts for tax purposes. Upon request, donors will be provided a 
signed and dated gift statement as a receipt. 
 
 
Approved by the Library Advisory Board April 6, 2021 
Adopted by City Council __________, 2021 
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