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CITY OF HOMER
HOMER, ALASKA
City Clerk
ORDINANCE 26-16(A)

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA
AMENDING HOMER CITY CODE TITLE 4, ELECTIONS SECTIONS
4.01.040 DATE OF ELECTION, 4.01.100 EXPENSE, 4.10.010
DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY, 4.10.050 PROHIBITIONS, 4.20.020
VOTING PROCEDURE AT THE POLLS, 4.30.020 ELIGIBILITY,
4.30.060 ISSUANCE OF BALLOT BY MAIL OR IN PERSON, 4.35.010
REVIEW OF ELECTION DOCUMENTS BY CANVASS BOARD, AND
4.40.020 RUNOFF ELECTION - DATE AND NOTICE.

WHEREAS, the City of Homer has historically collaborated with the Kenai Peninsula
Borough on elections administration, including shared costs for ballot programming, ballot

printing, election equipment and election workers; and

WHEREAS, On October 7, 2026, Kenai Peninsula Borough (KPB) Voters approved KPB
Ballot Proposition No. 5 moving the Borough election date from October to November; and

WHEREAS, As a result of the election date change Kenai Peninsula Borough Resolution
2025-045 terminated the Memorandum of Agreement that provided for intergovernmental

administration of Borough and City Elections; and

WHEREAS, The City’s costs to administer local elections would increase significantly if
the October election date is maintained; and

WHEREAS, Several other amendments to elections code were identified while
reviewing Title 4 in preparation for introducing this date change ordinance.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF HOMER ORDAINS:
Section 1. Homer City Code 4.01.040 Date of election is hereby amended as follows:

4.01.040 Date of election.
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Regular City elections shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November
t-Oetober of each year. Special elections may be held on any Tuesday during the year, and
are called by resolution of the Council providing for at least 20 days’ notice pursuant to AS
Title 29.

Section 2. Homer City Code 4.01.100 Expenses is hereby amended as follows:

4.01.100 Expenses.
The City shall pay all necessary election expenses, including those of securing polling places
and providing ballot boxes, ballots, voting booths or screens, national flags and other
supplies and any wages due election officials unless otherwise provided by this code. The City
shall pay each election official the hourly rate for similar election officials for Kenai Peninsula
Borough State elections for the time spent at their election duties, including the receiving of
instruction.
Section 3. Homer City Code 4.10.010 Declaration of candidacy is hereby amended as
follows:

4.10.010 Declaration of candidacy.
a. Time. A person declares candidacy for an elective City office by filing a declaration of
candidacy with the City Clerk on or after September August 1st and not later than 4:30 p.m.

on September August 15th; provided, that if September August 15th is a Saturday or Su nday,
a declaration of candidacy may be filed no later than 4:30 p.m. on the following Monday.

b. Filing. A declaration of candidacy may be filed with the City Clerk by electronic

- transmission; provided, that the original signed and notarized declaration is delivered to the

City Clerk no later than the close of the filing period. If the City Clerk has not received the
original signed and notarized declaration before the close of the filing period, the candidate’s
name shall not appear on the ballot.

¢. Notice. At least one week preceding the candidate filing period, the City Clerk shall publish
a notice announcing that candidacy declarations are available, naming offices and the terms
that are open on the next regular election day. The notice shall include:

1. Candidate qualifications.

2. Time for filing declarations.

3. Where to file declarations.
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d. Declaration. The City Clerk shall provide a form for declaration purposes which will include
candidate’s name, residence address, mailing address and telephone number; a statement of
City residence, voter qualifications and the name of the office and the date of the election to
which he declares himself a candidate; the term of office; and a statement of acceptance of
the office if elected and an acknowledgment of compliance with the State of Alaska
Campaign Disclosure Law. The declaration will be signed and dated by the candidate and
sealed by a notary. The candidate’s name shall be printed as specified on the declaration for
candidacy (see ballot form in HCC 4.15.010 for prohibitions).

Section 4. Homer City Code 4.10.050 Prohibitions is hereby amended as follows:

4.10.050 Prohibitions.
a. A person may not serve simultaneously as Mayor, Council member, Commissioner or

member of the Library Advisory Board. Beard-Member. memberofthe Library-Advisery
Board-

b. No elected municipal official may hold any other municipal office, or municipal
employment or elected position in the State or Federal government while in office.

¢. Aperson elected or appointed to the office of City Mayor or City Council member may not
be a candidate for another elected City office or for another term for the same City office,
except as follows:
1. A person holding such City office may be a candidate for election to the same or a
different City office during the last year of the person’s term of office; and
2. Aperson who resigned from the office of City Mayor or City Council may be a
candidate for the same City office only during or after the last year of the term from
which the person resigned; and
3. Atany time a person may be a candidate for the office of City Mayor while
- simultaneously serving as a City Council member, but if elected such person must
resign the office of City Council prior to assuming the office of Mayor.

d. A candidate for municipal office who has complied with HCC 4.10.010 may not solicit or
accept a financial contribution from the City Manager or an employee of the City.

Section 5. Homer City Code 4.20.020 Voting procedure at the polls is hereby amended
as follows:
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4.20.020 Voting procedure at the polls.

a. Before issuing any ballots, the election board must, in the presence of any persons
assembled at the polling place, open and exhibit the ballot box to be used at the polling
place. The ballot box then shall be closed and locked and shall not be opened again or
removed from the polling place until the polls have closed.

b. 1. Before being allowed to vote, each voter shall exhibit to an election judge one form
of identification, including but not limited to an official voter registration card, driver’s
license, birth certificate, passport, or hunting or fishing license;

2. An election judge may waive the identification requirement if he knows the identity
of the voter;

3. Avoter who cannot exhibit a required form of identification shall be allowed to vote
a questioned ballot.

¢. The judges shall keep a register or registers in which each voter, before receiving his ballot,
shall sign his name and give both his residence and mailing address. A record shall be kept in
the registration book in the space provided of the name of the person who offered to vote but
who actually did not vote, and a brief statement of explanation. The signing of the register
constitutes a declaration by the voter that he is qualified to vote. If any election official
present believes that the voter is not qualified, he shall immediately question the voter
according to the procedure outlined in subsection (i)(1) of this section. If the voter’s polling
place is in question, a voter shall be allowed to vote, and any election official shall consider
the ballot as a questioned ballot.

d. When the voter is qualified to vote, the election judge shall give him an official ballot.

e. Each voter shall retire alone to a booth or private area to mark his ballot. If a voter is blind
or otherwise physically unable to mark his ballot alone, he may request assistance and it may
be permitted pursuant to AS 15.15.240. Immediately after marking the ballot, the voter shall
place the ballot in the secrecy sleeve to conceal the manner in which the ballot is marked. In
all cases the ballot shall be deposited in the ballot box by the voter himself, in the presence of
the election judge, unless the voter requests the judge to deposit the ballot on his behalf.

f. If a voter improperly marks or otherwise damages a ballot, he shall return it to the election
officials, concealing the manner in which it is marked, and shall request a new ballot. The
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election officials shall record and retain the ballot number and destroy the spoiled ballot. A
new ballot shall be issued to the voter. A voter may request replacement of a spoiled ballot no
more than three times.

g Prohibiting the Count of Exhibited Ballots. No election official may allow a ballot to be
placed in the ballot box which he knows to have been unlawfully exhibited by the voter. A
ballot unlawfully exhibited shall be recorded and treated as a spoiled ballot.

h. Fifteen minutes before closing the polls, the time remaining before such closure shall be
proclaimed. When the polls are closed for the purposes of voting, that fact shall likewise be
proclaimed and thereafter no ballot shall be issued except to those voters who were present
and waiting their turn to go through the voting procedure at the time prescribed for closing
the polls.

i. Questioned Ballot Procedure.

1. Every elected official shall question, and every watcher and other person qualified
to vote in the precinct may question a person attempting to vote if the questioner has
good reason to suspect that the questioned person is not qualified to vote. All
questions regarding the person’s qualifications to vote shall be made in writing,
setting forth the reason for the question. ehattenge: A questioned person, before
voting, shall provide the information required to vote a questioned ballot and shall
subscribe to an oath and affidavit, provided by the Clerk on the questioned voter oath
and affidavit envelope, attesting to the fact that in each particular case the person
meets all the qualifications of a voter, that he is not disqualified, and that he has not
voted previously at the same election. After the questioned person has taken the oath
and signed the affidavit, the person may vote. If the questioned person refuses to
provide the information required to vote a questioned ballot or refuses to take the
oath or sign the affidavit, the person may not vote.
2. A questioned voter shall vote his ballot in the same manner as prescribed for other

——voters. Except that the questioned voter shall insert his ballotinto the secrecy sleeve
and then into the oath and affidavit envelope for questioned voters provided by the
City Clerk. This envelope shall be sealed and deposited in the ballot box. When the
ballot box is opened these envelopes shall be segregated for delivery to the counting
center/election central along with the registration books or logs, etc.

Section 6. Homer City Code 4.30.020 Eligibility is hereby amended as follows:
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4.30.020 Eligibility.
At any election, a qualified voter may vote an absentee ballot for the precinctin which he
resides and is registered.,:

Section 7. Homer City Code 4.30.040 Absentee voter at polls is hereby amended as
follows:

4.30.040 Absentee voter at polls.

Should an absentee voter present himself to vote on election day, he must present his
absentee ballot to the judges before receiving a ballot. He shall vote a challenged questioned
ballot if his absentee ballot is not presented. The judge or judges of an election shall return
the unused absentee voter’s ballot with the other voting materials of the precinct and this
shall be duly noted by the precinct chair on the narrative form provided.

Section 8. Homer City Code 4.30.060 Issuance of ballot by mail or in person is hereby
amended as follows:

4.30.060 Issuance of ballot by mail or in person.

Before delivering any ballot, the Clerk shall verify the applicant’s right to vote and may
require the applicant to comply with the ehattenged questioned ballot procedure. Upon
issuing an absentee ballot, the Clerk shall note the date of delivery, mailing or electronic
transmission, either on the in-person oath and affidavit envelope or on the application for
absentee ballot. The Clerk shall have available for public inspection the names and addresses
of persons who voted absentee.

Section 9. Homer City Code 4.35.010 Review of election documents by Canvass Board
is hereby amended as follows:
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4.35.010 Review of election documents by Canvass Board.

a. The Clerk shall, subject to confirmation of the City Council, appoinf a Canvass Board of as
many members as required to accomplish the canvass in reasonable time. All members of the
election Canvass Board, before entering upon their duties, must subscribe to the oath
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required of all public officers by the Constitution of the State of Alaska in the manner
prescribed by the Clerk. The Canvass Board will review the preliminary certificates of election
and all official documents of the precinct election boards and the counting center boards.

b. Not later than the Monday following each election, the Canvass Board shall meet in public
session and canvass all election returns. The Canvass Board may be recessed from day to day,
but not more than three such recesses. In full view of those present, the election Canvass
Board shall judge the applicability of absentee and questioned ballots, shall open and tally
those accepted, and shall compile the total votes cast in the election. The canvass of ballots
counted by the counting center shall be accomplished by reviewing the tallies of the recorded
vote to check for mathematical error by comparing totals with the counting center logs and
certificates of results. All obvious errors found by the election canvass in the transfer of totals
from the precinct tally sheets to the precinct certificate of results shall be corrected by the
Canvass Board. A mistake which has been made in precinct returns from the tallies to the
certificate of results empowers the Canvass Board to recommend a recount of the results of
the precinct or precincts for that portion of the returns in question.

c. To be counted in the election, an absentee ballot by mail must be postmarked by midnight
of election day and received by the Clerk before the canvass. Envelopes of absentee ballots by
mail received after that time shall not be opened, but shall be marked “invalid” with the date
and hour of receipt noted thereon, and shall be retained with other ballots of the election. An
absentee ballot that is returned by electronic transmission must be received by the Clerk not
later than 8:00 p.m. on election day in order to be counted. When the Clerk receives a
completed absentee ballot by electronic transmission, the Clerk will remove the ballot
portion of the transmission from the portion that identifies the voter; place the ballot portion
in a secrecy sleeve and seal the secrecy sleeve; place the sealed secrecy sleeve in an envelope
of the type used for absentee ballots returned by mail and seal that envelope; attach the
voter identification portion to the outer envelope; and forward the sealed outer envelope to
the Canvass Board.

d. Questioned and absentee ballots shall be counted as follows: No questioned or absentee
ballot by mail shall be counted if the voter has failed to properly execute the certificate, if the
witness or the officer or other person authorized by law to administer the oath fails to affix his
signature, or if the voter fails to enclose his marked ballot inside the small envelope or
secrecy sleeve provided. No absentee ballot by electronic transmission shall be counted if the
voter has failed to properly execute the certificate, or if the witness or the officer or other
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person authorized by law to administer the oath fails to affix his signature. The Clerk or a
member of the election Canvass Board may challenge the name of an absentee voter if he has
good reason to suspect that the voter is not qualified to vote, is disqualified, or has already
voted at the same election. The person making the challenge euestionedballot shall specify
the basis of the challenge for the record. The Canvass Board, by majority vote, may refuse to
accept the challenge and count the ballot of a person properly challenged. If the ballot is
refused, the Clerk shall notify the challenged voter by letter within four weeks of the canvass.
All rejected ballots shall be enclosed in a separate envelope and shall be labeled “rejected
ballots” retained with other materials of the election. If the ballot is not rejected, the large
envelope shall be opened, the smallinner envelope or secrecy sleeve shall be placed in a
container and mixed with other blank absentee ballot envelopes, or in the case of counting
questioned ballots with other blank questioned ballot envelopes, the mixed small blank
envelopes or secrecy sleeves shall be drawn from the container, opened, and the ballots
counted according to the rules of determining properly marked ballots.

Section 10. Homer City Code 4.40.020 Runoff Election - Date and notice is hereby
amended as follows:

4.40.020 Runoff election - Date and notice.

a.If arunoff election is required due to the outcome of a regular election, the runoff election
shall be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in December. Neverbet: If a runoff
election is required due to the outcome of a special election, the runoff election shall be held ‘
on the fourth Tuesday following the special election.

b. At least five days prior to the election, the City Clerk shall post notice of a runoff election in
three public places and publish it once in a newspaper of general circulation in the City. The
notice shall be in substantially the same form as the notice required for regular and special
elections set forth at HCC 4.01.050.

Section 11. This ordinance shall take effect upon its adoption by the Homer City
Council.

Section 12. This ordinance is of a permanent and general character and shall be
included in the City Code.

ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA this qﬁr\ day of March , 2026




289
290
291
292
293
294
295
296
297
298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305
306
307

Page 9 of 9
ORDINANCE 26-16(A)
CITY OF HOMER

ATTEST:

AMY WOODi{/U FF, CITY CLERK

YES: Y
NO: O
ABSTAIN: O
ABSENT: 2.

Introduction: Februeac y 23,2026
Public Hearing: Macch 04,2026
Second Reading: March 04, 202 6
Effective Date: ™ arcW lo, 202G
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RACH Eq_/LORD, MAYOR



