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Staff Report 17-11 
To: Parks, Art, Recreation and Culture Advisory Commission
From: Julie Engebretsen, Deputy City Planner
Date: April 11, 2017
Subject: April Staff Report

Updates
I’ve had several Commissions ask who they should work with when they have questions or suggestions 
about city parks. I spoke with Angie, and she prefers that you speak directly with her. 

I met with Chair Steffy on Monday. He plans to meet with staff about the agenda on Monday the week 
before the packet. If you have business items to add to the agenda, it would be appreciated if you can 
provide them to staff by Monday. The bylaws have an agenda cut off of Wednesday, so technically 
there is more time for something to get on the agenda, but we’d like to see if we can increase our 
coordination by having this monthly review of the agenda. 

Angie’s activities
 Angie reports she is busy in the High School greenhouse, raising plants for the City 

Beautification Program. 
 City campgrounds opened April 1st.  
 The City is hiring summer parks workers, and the first is on staff already for the summer season.
 Angie is supportive of a private vendor providing firewood in city campgrounds. (PARCA talked 

about this during Beach Policy discussions, to provide an alternative to burning beach wood). 
I have requested next steps from Administration.

  Angie intends to place more boulders in the Bishop’s Beach parking lot, to define/retain the 
parking area. There is a spot other than the driveway where people have been pulling onto the 
beach, and she will place more rocks to prevent that.

 Angie said PW can place the matching gate at Mariner Park to define a beach entrance, as well 
as boulders to define the camping spots along the beach.

 Beach Signage: new signage should be installed by May at Bishop’s Beach. I understand the 
signs are about $500 each, so the Commission can decide to use the same design, modified for 
Mariner Park, if desired.

Strategic Plan follow through items: 
1. Who is writing the second quarter letter to the editor about PARCAC items?
2. Who would like to schedule and present to Council about the public art program? This could 

go along with a second quarter letter to the editor. 

Council Actions
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 Mayoral Proclamations for Appril 22nd: Chamber Clean-Up Day, and Earth Day
 Council postponed action on Resolution 17-038, adopting the HART Policy Manual. A  public 

hearing is scheduled for the April 24th Council Meeting.
 Adopted the Land Allocation Plan 
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From: Jo Johnson 

Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 8:40 AM 

To: Renee Krause; Julie Engebretsen 

Subject: FW: Homer! Kids to Parks Day - May 20, 2017 

Attachments: KTP-2017-Proclaimation-template.docx 

 

Hi, 

I am sending this to you in the event PARCAC wishes to do something for the May 

20th weekend. Mayor Zak will be making a Kids to Parks Day proclamation at the 

May 8th council meeting. I forwarded this to Mike Illg and he is committed to a track 

and field event that weekend so is not available. 

 

Thanks, 

Jo 

 

 

 
From: Chris Rief [mailto:chris@parktrust.org]  

Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 6:10 AM 

To: Mayor Email <Mayor_Email@ci.homer.ak.us> 

Subject: Homer! Kids to Parks Day - May 20, 2017 

 

Hi Mayor Zak, 

 

I would like to introduce myself, my name is Chris and I work for National Park Trust.  We are a 

land trust and an environmental education nonprofit. We have an annual event called, Kids to 

Parks Day and is described as a national day of outdoor play. We are encouraging youth of all 

ages to get outside the weekend of May 20th this year. We are hoping you will join us in a 

couple of ways. We are looking for a proclamation from you in support of the day and also for 

some kid-friendly events that we can help promote. Events do not have to be new, they can be 

co-branded. We are trying to spread the word to get outside! Do you think you can help? I am 

hear to answer any questions and thank you for taking the time to consider this. 

 

Look forward to hearing from you! 

 

Cheers 

 

Chris 

 

KIDS TO PARKS DAY – MAY 20th! 
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Get Ready for Kids to Parks Day! 

 
Join us in celebrating our nation's parks and public lands by participating in National Park 
Trust's 7th annual Kids to Parks Day on Saturday, May 20, 2017! This national movement 
engages children and families with parks, nature and healthy outdoor play. How can YOU get 
involved? Sign the proclamation for Kids to Parks Day and return it TODAY to: 
 
Chris Rief 
National Park Trust 
401 E. Jefferson Street, Suite 207 
Rockville, MD 20850 
or email Chris@parktrust.org or fax (301) 279-7211 
 
Also, encourage your local parks to host or co-brand a kid-friendly event that weekend and 
share it with us on our website so we can promote it on your behalf. And be sure to check out 
our media kit for free resources. 
Proclamation Template Host an Event Media Kit Kids to Parks Day Website 
 
Need more information? Contact Chris Rief, Youth Programs Coordinator, at 
chris@parktrust.org or 301-279-7275 ext 23. Thank you for your participation. Together we will 
get hundreds of thousands of children outdoors for a national day of play! As NPT's woolly 
mascot Buddy Bison says, "explore outdoors, the parks are yours!" 
 

--  
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Preserving Parks Today; 

Creating Park Stewards for Tomorrow 

 

           

  

Chris Rief 

 Youth Programs Coordinator 

 National Park Trust 

401 East Jefferson Street 

Suite 207 

Rockville, Maryland 20850 

 chris@parktrust.org 

 P: 301.279.7275 ext. 23 

F: 301.279.7211 

 parktrust.org 
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WHEREAS, May 20th, 2017 is the seventh Kids to Parks Day 
Organized and launched by the National Park Trust; and 

 
WHEREAS, Kids to Parks Day empowers kids and encourages 

Families to get outdoors and visit America’s parks; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is important to introduce a new generation to our nation’s parks 
because of the decline in Park attendance over the last decades; and 

 
WHEREAS, we should encourage children to lead a more active Lifestyle to 
combat the issues of childhood Obesity, Diabetes Mellitus, Hypertension and 

Hypercholesterolemia; and 
 

WHEREAS, Kids to Parks Day is open to all children and adults across the country 
to encourage a large and diverse group of participants; and 

 
WHEREAS, Kids to Parks Day will broaden children’s appreciation for nature and 

outdoors; and 
 

NOW THEREFORE, (I/WE) of (City/Town) do hereby proclaim to participate in Kids 
to Parks Day. (I/WE) urge residents of (city) to make time May 20th, 2017 to take 

the children in their lives to a neighborhood, state or national park. 
 

Dated this ___ day of (Month) 2017 
 

By ______________________ 

(Name of body approving proclamation) 
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Memorandum PARC 17-14

To: Parks, Art, Recreation and Culture Advisory Commission
From: Julie Engebretsen, Deputy City Planner
Date: April 11, 2017
Subject: Establishing the 2017 Spring Beach Park Walk

Requested Actions
1. Pick a date and time to visit Mariner Park as a group. Angie can join us if its during working 

hours or by 5 pm, on a Monday, Wednesday or Friday. Staff recommends one of the following 
dates; Monday May 8, Wednesday May 10, or Monday May 22nd, starting at 3:30 or 4 pm, for 1 
hour.

2. Each Commissioner pick one additional facility to visit, and report back to the Commission at 
the May 18th meeting.  Full list of facilities can be found on the City website 
http://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/recreation 

Introduction
Each spring and fall, Commissioners visit a few of Homer’s parks, beaches and trails. The goal is 
twofold: to familiar commissioners with city recreation facilities, and to observe any problems, so the 
Commission can address them. Sometimes the whole Commission visits several sites on a Saturday, 
or sometimes Commissioners split up and visit several facilities individually, reporting back to the 
whole Commission. This year since Mariner Park is of interest Chair Steffy recommends the whole 
commission visit this park together.

 Which date and time can you meet at Mariner Park?
 Which other facility do you plan to visit?
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PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION ANNUAL CALENDAR 
FOR THE 2017 MEETING SCHEDULE 

 

updated 2/17 rk 

MEETING DATE    SCHEDULED EVENTS OR AGENDA ITEM    

FEBRUARY 2017    STRATEGIC PLAN RE-WRITE 

     LETTER TO THE EDITOR  

 
MARCH 2017    LAND ALLOCATION PLAN REVIEW & RECOMMENDATIONS  

     COMPLETE STRATEGIC PLAN RE-WRITE 
     2017 BUDGET REVIEW (Postponed until June) 
     HART PROGRAM UPDATES 

 
APRIL 2017    SPRING PARK &/ OR BEACH WALK THROUGH 
     BUDGET TRENDS 
     HOMER NON-MOTORIZED TRAIL & TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

MAY  2017    LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
     REVIEW HNMTTP 
     KHP PLAN 

 
JUNE  2017    INITIAL BUDGET REVIEW – WHAT DOES THE COMMISSION  
     WANT  FOR 2017? 
     REVIEW CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN & RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
AUGUST 2017    BUDGET REVIEW & RECOMMENDATIONS 
     STRATEGIC PLANNING 
     CIP RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL  

     LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

SEPTEMBER 21, 2017   FALL PARK WALK THROUGH AND BEACH    

     WALK; ELECTIONS; SELECT KHP CLEAN UP DAY 

     BUDGET DISCUSSION 

 
OCTOBER 19, 2017   REVIEW AND APPROVE THE 2017 MEETING SCHEDULE 
     LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

 
NOVEMBER 16, 2017   BUDGET UPDATE 
     MOU REVIEW & RECOMMENDATIONS  

 
DECEMBER 2017    NO MEETING SCHEDULED  HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
JANUARY 2018     NO MEETING SCHEDULED 
 

Quarterly:  Letters to the editor updating the Community on P&R activities 

Even Years:  Comprehensive Plan (February) Strategic Plan review (March), Diamond Creek Plan 
(May), Camping Fees (May), Beach Policy (October) 
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PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION ANNUAL CALENDAR 
FOR THE 2017 MEETING SCHEDULE 

 

updated 2/17 rk 

Odd Years: HNMTTP, Karen Hornaday Park Plan, 3 year budget trends & progress toward financial 
goals (April/May) 
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WHEREAS, May 20th, 2017 is the seventh Kids to Parks Day

organized and launched by the National Park Trust; and



WHEREAS, Kids to Parks Day empowers kids and encourages

families to get outdoors and visit America’s parks; and



WHEREAS, it is important to introduce a new generation to

our nation’s parks because of the decline in Park attendance

over the last decades; and



WHEREAS, we should encourage children to lead a more active

lifestyle to combat the issues of childhood obesity, diabetes

mellitus, hypertension and hypercholesterolemia; and



WHEREAS, Kids to Parks Day is open to all children and adults

across the country to encourage a large and diverse group

of participants; and



WHEREAS, Kids to Parks Day will broaden children’s appreciation for nature and outdoors; and



NOW THEREFORE, (I/WE) of (City/Town) do hereby proclaim

to participate in Kids to Parks Day. (I/WE) urge residents of

(city) to make time May 20th, 2017 to take the children in

their lives to a neighborhood, state or national park.



Dated this _______________ day of (Month) 2017

(Name of body approving proclamation)



By ______________________
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